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Silver Bay Residents Light Up the Night
By Kitty Mayo
With the longest nights of the
year upon us, it is cheering to
see the efforts of so many to
light up the darkest hours with
colorful light displays, and residents around Penn Avenue in
Silver Bay are putting in the extra effort.
Almost 20 years ago Jerry
LaVigne started a tradition that
has continued to grow through
the years to create the dazzling
display we see this year.
LaVigne says that he was inspired by his memories of
Christmas lights in Silver Bay
from his childhood, but ultimately gives credit to his now
grown sons, Derek and Dustin,
for starting it all out.
“We used to do lights when I
was little in Silver Bay, there
used to be lots of lights, and at a
time when mining was kind of
down we said let's put a bunch
of lights up,” Jerry said.
Dustin built a big tree out of
metal, standing 35 feet high and
sporting 1,300 lights, and now
Jerry has over 30 trees on the
property that are lit up. Speakers
play Christmas tunes and a little
skating rink is the jewel in the
center of it all on his property.
Neighbors nearby, including
the Thompson’s and Stevens’,

Silver Bay’s very own “Bayville” Christmas lights display. Photo by Dustin LaVigne
have joined the celebration of
lights over the years and now a
concentration of brilliant and colorful lights spread out all around
the LaVigne's property and beyond.

father-in-law was standing in the
yard watching the grandkids skating on the ice rink under a
canopy of Christmas lights, with
Christmas music playing in the
background.

have a little warmer weather to
work with. Typically, the lights
will be on each night beginning
the week of Thanksgiving
through the first week of January.

Expecting a great display, the
neighborhood draws people from
all around who look forward to
driving by with their families and
children to see what's new each
year.

“He said, 'It just doesn't get any
better than this', with a tear in his
eye. That was the best,” said
Jerry.

Now dubbed “Bayville”, after
the well known Bentlyville, you
can find the dazzling display of
Christmas magic in Silver Bay
in the area of Penn, Shaw,
Quincy and Reed. If you miss it
this year, make sure to stop by
next year. You won’t be disappointed.

The best part came for Jerry
when, a couple years back, his

The group usually starts putting
lights up around the beginning of
November, and sometimes even
as early as late October, so they

Backcountry Skiing Film Festival and Classes
By Kitty Mayo
Backcountry skiing is gaining
attention here in Minnesota and
the Superior Highland
Backcountry group is working
hard to get the word out that this
is an accessible sport for everyone.
“Backcountry can be pretty
wild and vertical, but lots of
people are taking it up because
they want to be able to get
around in their land behind their
house,” said Elli King, a Superior Highland Backcountry
(SHB) member and co-owner of
Lutsen Recreation, Inc, and independent ski rental shop on the
northshore.
SHB is now hosting the 18th
annual Backcountry Film Festival with two showings of a film
produced by Winter Wildlands
Alliance that celebrates “humanpowered” outdoor adventures.
The film will be shown twice,
the first time at Zeitgeist on Saturday, January 12th at 6:00 pm
(doors 5:00 pm with raffle and
silent auction). The second
showing will be the following

day, Sunday, January 13th in
Grand Marais at the North House
Folk School (green building),
also at 6:00 pm (doors open at
5:00 pm also with raffle and silent auction). Cost for adults is
$10, and children are free. Money
raised will go to support the efforts of Superior Highlands
Backcountry to bring this sport to
the area, as well as for their proposed Moose Glades project.
SHB is working toward obtaining a special use permit for
“glading” on land lying within
the Superior National Forest adjacent to Moose Mountain.
“Glading” is the clearing of
brush and stumps to make it safe
for backcountry skiing. However,
the process leaves in place mature trees, creating a natural glade
landscape, with slight human alterations to ensure that is safe,
according to King. Sidecountry is
another term to describe this type
of skiing when done in an area
adjacent to groomed ski trails.
“Backcountry skiers are so
committed, it's going to happen,”

says King.
Winter is already keeping
Lutsen Rec incredibly busy, but
King says the addition of
backcountry skis to their offerings has been well received.
“We are the only people offering backcountry skis, you can't
even really find them in the cities, and with these you get better
control for turning,” said King.

what is sounds like: “Cliff
hucking: jumping off a cliff,
drop of ridge”), but not necessary. Specific glades where skiers can go up and down are one
option, but so is going straight
on the flat bits.
Classes will be held in Grand
Marais and Duluth, with exact
locations yet to be determined.

Now they are also offering
half-day introduction to
Backcountry classes, with equipment provided for the experience.
King shot back with a rapid answer when I said I was too old to
take up her invitation to the class.

Duluth's class will be held on
Sunday, January 20th at 1:00 pm.
Grand Marias will be on Sunday,
January 27th at 11:00 am. Email
to register at:
superiorhighlandbc@gmail.com.
SBH is asking for a donation on
a sliding scale from $35 to $60
for the three hour class.

“No one's too old for
backcountry! It includes the entire spectrum of anything offtrail. Basically, think of it as ski
touring to get to a location that's
ungroomed,” said King.

People who are interested in
learning more about backcountry
skiing, or becoming a member of
Superior Highland Backcountry
are very welcome to attend any
of the events.

King said that “hucking cliffs”
is possible for the experienced
backcountry skier (I checked the
urban dictionary already, that is

Look for more information
online at: http://
superiorhighlandbc.org/.
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