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Contextualization,  

Synthesis & Making Inferences …  

Gilded Age Immigration… analyzing attitudes 
 

 

 

 
In complete sentences, compare the cartoon to the poem. Remember to include Historical Context, Intended 
Audience, Purpose, and Author’s Point of View. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Source: A Victor Cartoon, showing Windom, Secretary of the Treasury, who in 1890 proposed to turn the island at the base of the 

Statue of Liberty into a processing point for immigrants.   

The New Colossus 
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she 
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

 

Emma Lazarus wrote “The New Colossus.” She was an American Jewish poet born in New York City. She is best known for "The New 

Colossus", a sonnet written in 1883; its lines appear on a bronze plaque in the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty in 1912. The sonnet was 

solicited by William Maxwell Evarts as a donation to an auction, conducted by the "Art Loan Fund Exhibition in Aid of the Bartholdi 

Pedestal Fund for the Statue of Liberty" to raise funds to build the pedestal. 
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Source: Thomas Nast, “Every Dog Has its Day,” 

Harper’s Weekly 

 

Contextualize the cartoon. Include historical 

context, author’s point of view, author’s 

purpose, and comparative context.  
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Source: Kepler cartoon, “Welcome to All!” The sign welcoming immigrants into the U.S. Ark of Refuge 

says, “No oppressive taxes, no expensive kings, no compulsory military service, no knouts or 

dungeons.” The plaque on the side of the ark reads, “Free education, Free land, Free speech, Free 

ballot, Free lunch.” 

Source: Thomas Nast, Harper’s Weekly, “Which Color is to be Tabooed Next? Fritz (to Pat). If the 

Yankee Congress can keep the yellow man out, what is to hinder them from calling us green and 

keeping us out too?” 

Discuss the messages of each cartoon in your groups. Then, briefly explain ONE specific historical event that supports each viewpoint.  
 

Kepler:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Nast:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Source: The Great Fear of the Period, Political Cartoon, 19th century 

The man wearing the hat represents an Irish immigrant (east coast), the 
man with the pigtail represents a Chinese immigrant (west coast). There 
is a tiny railroad track at their feet, representing the transcontinental 
railroad… both groups were largely responsible for completing it.  
 
Explain the author’s point of view. Include the meaning of  “fear” 
and “solution” illustrated by the artist.  
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