February 2022
Post Newsletter
WesternSpringsVFW.org

Commander’s Stuff
By Esteban Lopez
630-765-1848
lopez_esteban@hotmail.com
Jan 2022 – New Year, New Goals, New
Challenges
Comrades, welcome officially to 2022!
The Post is ramping-up for the Memorial
Day event. It’s still unclear if a parade
will be possible this year, but the Parade
Committee is making all preparations for
one. In the event that a parade is not
possible, we will move on with a
Memorial Observation the same as last
year.
May is a few months away but we
need to think about the Buddy Poppies
sales. Are there any new ideas for the
annual fundraiser? I know our Post
works hard on this event. Let us strive
for another successful year.
Tax season is upon us. Some resources
are available to veterans when reporting
their annual taxes. One important
resource is the IRS. There is a
Memorandum of Understanding between
the IRS and the VA which grants
veterans free tax preparation services if
the individuals qualifies. More
information is available at
www.irs.gov/individuals/informationfor-veterans.

Save the Dates
Feb. 8th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular
meeting
Feb. 11th – deadline for March
newsletter
March 8th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular
meeting
Other sources for free tax services are
AARP and H&R Block. Please check
with the companies before engaging on
the services. Be aware of fraudulent
practices under alternative solutions.
VA News
The Office of Personnel Management
will now pay all federal workers a
minimum of $15 per hour.
The Department of Veterans Affairs’
National Chaplain Service teams up with
the Civil Air Patrol Chaplain Corps to
expand veterans’ families access to
qualified faith leaders during committal
and memorial services held at VA
cemeteries.
The Department of Veterans Affairs
announced its updated plan to move
forward with its system-wide Electronic
Health Record Modernization program.
Due to supply chain and staffing
shortages, the vendor contracted by the

Government Publishing Office to
provide printing services for the
Department of Veterans Affairs is
experiencing delays in printing and
mailing notification letters to veterans
and claimants. The disruption may
impact the ability of some claimants to
meet required deadlines via written
correspondence with VA.
The Department of Veterans Affairs
and the Indian Health Service renewed a
partnership on Oct. 1 to help the
country’s nearly 145,000 American
Indian and Alaska Native Veterans
overcome health care access barriers.

included one which, to me, truly
articulates a meaning of serving in the
military. The article can be found toward
the end of this month’s newsletter
edition.
Chuck Bosko
USA- retired
Forever Airborne and Allons!

Valentine’s Day Fun Facts


That's all for now. Happy New Year!
Stay Safe!
Ad Maiora



Quartermaster Report
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069
Gonakadet@att.net
Statement of funds as of 1/11/22
Post General Fund
$5,617.25
Post Relief Fund
2,082.57
TOTAL:
$7,699.82
Semper Fidelis!





News You Can Use
By Chuck Bosko
(708) 205-3541
chuckbosko@att.net
Fellow VFW folks and all-American
veterans, several days ago, I was
rummaging through folders which I save
articles of interest to me.
One of those articles was published
close to Veterans Day a few years ago
and featured thoughts by a few
prominent American veterans. I have



At the end of the 5th century,
Pope Gelasius declared Feb. 14
St. Valentine's Day. Since then,
Feb. 14 has been a day of
celebration—though it was
generally more religious or
romantic.
Valentine's Day got lumped into
a mid-February holiday on the
ancient Roman calendar called
Lupercalia—which some
historians believe is what led to
Valentine's Day being all about
love.
Saint Valentine's Day was a feast
day in the Catholic religion,
added to the liturgical calendar
around 500 AD. The day was
commemorated for martyred
saints named Valentine.
By the end of the 15th century,
the word "valentine" was used to
describe a lover in poems and
songs of the day. By the mid19th century, mass-produced
paper Valentine's cards were
being created.
In Chicago on Feb. 14, 1929,
seven men were killed by a gang
organized by Al Capone. The
Valentine's Day Massacre
became a flashpoint in
Prohibition history.
Source: Real Simple

