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Welcome to May

A lot happens at Northside (and in life in
general) during the month of May. We’re starting
right off with a very special “Cinco de Mayo” as
families participate in the Family Day of Service
on Saturday, May 5. Childcare is available for
little ones 3 and under.
Northside will host primary elections for our
district on Tuesday, May 8. Remember to exercise you right to vote.
Mother’s Day and the Parent/Child Dedication are on Sunday, May 13. Parents have
been participating in our Parenting Class. We’ll affirm those who are dedicating themselves to raising their children to know and follow the Lord. All the ladies will receive flowers
after the service in recognition of Mother’s Day.
Senior Prom is coming on Saturday, May 19. Yes, May is a time for all the high schools in
town to host their proms, but this is a different kind. We’re having a prom for folks over 50.
See page 7 for details. Remember to RSVP by May 6.
A lot of our Fall to Spring ministries wrap up for the summer during the month of May.
We just concluded our Awana program with the Grand Prix (pictures on page 4). American
Heritage Girls will have an end-of-year celebration on May 24. Our Wednesday Night Bible
Study concludes at the end of May.
As the school year ends, many of our members celebrate graduations of high school
and college students. We want to say congratulations and God bless you to everyone who
has finished this chapter in their education and are ready to move on to new things.
Looking forward to summer, we will start the month of June with prayer. Look on page 2
for details on signing up for our Prayer Marathon. We’re also excited about Ultimate Youth
Camp for our Junior High and High School students June 18-22 (page 3) and Vacation Bible
School for kids age 4 through grade 6, coming July 16-20 (page 5).

Prayer Marathon
Page 2

Members’ Meeting
Page 2

Senior Prom
Page 7

Missions News
Pages 8-9

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

The Vision

May 2018

Members’ Meeting
May 20, 2018
Spaghetti Dinner at 5:00 PM
Meeting at 6:00 PM
Christian Life Center
Northside Student Ministry will serve a spaghetti dinner
to everyone attending the bimonthly Members’ Meeting on Sunday, May 20 at 5 PM. There’s no charge for
the meal. The ministry will, however, accept donations
of any amount to go toward scholarships for Ultimate
Youth Camp.
We hope you’ll join us for the meeting and participate
in what’s happening at Northside. Ministry team leaders present reports and members have the opportunity
to vote on pertinent issues.

Family Day of Service: Saturday, May 5
Join us on Saturday, May 5 at 9 AM as we dedicate a
morning to serving our community. Northside is once
again teaming up with ProAct and several organizations around the city. Lunch will be served afterward
in the Fireside Room at Northside. See the April issue of
The Vision for more details about the places
where we’ll be serving. Sign up today in the
Welcome Center.
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Northside Student Ministry Events
by Nate Brock, Associate Pastor

Ultimate Youth Camp
This year, we are heading to Highland Lakes Camp
for Student Fusion Camp, June 18-22. The cost is $215
if paid in full by May 18th. It goes up to $250 if paid by
June 4th. So deadline for registration is May 18th! Registration is open! Go to www.scbi.org to register. It is a
new streamlined process which enables you to fill in all
the necessary information through the website. Be sure
to enter Northside Baptist Church wherever it asks for a
church.
There are scholarships
available. These are
need-based.
Email
me at nbrock@northsideindy.org if you would
like more details. These
scholarships are available to the Northside
family, but also for any
friends that the students
may want to invite to
come to camp! So
don’t be shy about inviting a friend!
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Youth Service Projects
We have several service opportunities for the students
to serve the Northside family and our community. All of
our youth are encouraged to serve at these events. If
the student would like to receive scholarship funds for
UYC, attendance at these service projects is strongly
encouraged.
• Northside’s Family Day of Service (see page 2) - on
Saturday, May 5th
• Serve dinner to our Northside family at our May
Members’ Meeting - Sunday, May 20th (on page 2)
Hangouts
We occasionally gather at
local homes to get to know
each other better. Please
contact me at nbrock@
northsideindy.org if
you
want to be notified of the
time and place.
Sunday Mornings
We are continuing our study
through the Gospel Project
on Sunday mornings during
the Cross Training hour. We
are learning about Jesus the Miracle Worker.
Looking forward to seeing you all at these
upcoming events!
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Awana Grand Prix

Thank you to the 60+
Race Fans who came
out for our AWANA
GRAND PRIX. We are
proud of all of our Racers and families who
not only put in so much
time on their car, but a
year long dedication
to studying Scripture.
Thank you again to the
many leaders for your
time, love for the children and excitment for
learning scripture.
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Congratulations to Maggie (1st in speed), Joel (2nd in
speed), Jacob (1st in design), and Graham (2nd in design).
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Parents of Preschoolers (POPs)

April was a busy month for our POPs group.
A Saturday at the Children’s Museum provided a fun time learning and playing together. The Teddy Bear
Concert Series at the Central Library was also educational and fun.
On Monday, May 21, the POPs will meet at the Indianapolis Zoo at
9:30 AM. If you want discount tickets, please contact Karen White
in advance at kwhite@northsideindy.org.
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Daily Content
Day 1: Jesus Cares About Me
Day 2: Jesus Gives Me Hope
Day 3: Jesus Helps Me Believe
Day 4: Jesus Loves Me
Day 5: Jesus Gives Me Joy

Motto
Gear up!
Get ready!
Game On!

Theme Verse
His divine power has given
us everything required for
life and godliness through
the knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory
and goodness. 2 Peter 1:3
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Hebrews Study for Women
Ladies, join the Northside Women
for a new study in the book of Hebrews. Choose to be part of the
Friday or Sunday group. Both sessions start at 9 AM in Room D113
with Gail Bland facilitating. Workbooks are $13 each.

Author Lisa Harper shares insights in
this 7-week, DVD series as she journeys through this bridge between
the Old and New Testaments to
get to the heart of the matter: Jesus is our accessible King. He is not
a faraway God, but an up-close
Redeemer who draws near to us.
Hebrews helps women make the
connection between God the Father and God the Son and reminds
us that Jesus is supreme, but He is
also compassionate, empathetic,
and loving to no end.

Transformed
2018:
The ladies packed the house to worship and learn about the Lord together. We are
so thankful for our State Convention of Baptists and the effort that went into planning
this year’s women’s conference hosted at Northside. Praise the Lord!
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We’re rolling out the red carpet for Senior Prom: Night in the Spotlight. If you’re age 50+, you won’t want to miss
this unique event at Northside on May 19 at 4 PM. Come dressed in your formal attire and enjoy a free evening
(donations accepted) full of hors d’oeuvres, music, dancing, games and laughter. Relive prom night from your
younger years. Bring your prom photo and RSVP to the Welcome Center at Northside by Sunday, May 6 and we’ll
include you on the Wall of Fame and slide show. Please come whether you’re single or accompanied by your
date. In addition to food and dancing, there will be games to play and a photo booth to capture the moment.
Wear your original prom attire, your newer dress-up clothes, or come dressed as a classic movie character. We’ll
have prizes for categories of most original and most authentic.

All ladies are welcome to a fun and aromatic evening
learning the essentials about essential oils at Creative
Crafting! Lindsay V Essentials will be leading us in a
“make & take” using essential oils. We’ll be making 4
items: a sugar scrub, a roller, soaking salts,
and a room spray. Cost is $10 and don’t forget to bring a food item to share.
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by Bev Olonoh, Missions Team Member
This month our missions focus is on Indy
Jiayin Church, Chinese
believers who meet for
discipleship and worship in Northside’s building. We have seen them
and may have gleaned
some of their story. They
worshiped with NorthMichael & Shouchin Man
side one Sunday in
March to ordain their
pastor, Michael Man. I
recently interviewed Pastor Man’s wife Shouchin and
learned more about the amazing work God is doing in
and through His people among us. Here is a summary
of my questions (Q) and Shouchin’s answers (A).
Q: What language is “Jiayin” and what does it mean?
A: It is Chinese Mandarin, China’s national language.
“Jiayin” means “Good News” or “Gospel.”
Q: How did you come to know Jesus as Savior?
A. I came to Minnesota as a graduate student in 1990.
It is there that I observed American Christians and determined that I wanted what they had. The first time
I heard the Gospel message, I trusted Christ as my
Savior. It was life-changing. Michael was a student in
Washington, D.C., at first. He came to Minnesota in
1991, heard the Gospel and also received Christ. We
both felt called to preach the Gospel, primarily on the
university campus to reach Chinese students. That has
been our vision since being saved.
Q: When did you come to Indianapolis?
A: Michael and I are both scientists. We moved to Indianapolis from Michigan in 2007 for jobs at Lilly and
Roche.
Q: What motivated you to start Indy Jiayin Church?
A: In Michigan we were members of an SBC (Southern
Baptist) church and really liked it. When we moved
here, we joined a local Chinese church and were
very involved in ministry and leadership. We began to
notice that, since most Chinese came to the U.S. for
graduate school, they secured professional jobs. They
became comfortable in the lifestyle and lost the passion to reach the lost. In the meantime, many young
Chinese professionals who moved to Indianapolis area
have no Christians to care for them. We still wanted to
reach out to university students and the young Chinese
professionals whom God brings from China to hear the
Good News.
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Q: I heard that you came to a point when
you realized that God’s intention wasn’t to
make Indy Jiayin Church a large congregation. Explain that situation.

A: Yes, we first expected that the church would multiply and grow in numbers. However, the people we
reach are here on temporary visas for school or work.
They don’t stay long – maybe two years. So we realized
we needed to focus on preaching the Gospel and provide solid discipleship training. We train new believers
so that, when they leave, they can share the Gospel
and train others to be disciple-makers wherever the
Lord takes them.
Q: About how many people attend Indy Jiayin Church
now?
A: We usually have between 12 and 20 people. Some
of the new believers have been baptized somewhere
else, but they come back for discipleship and stay with
us. Almost all of the Chinese are trained atheists, evolutionists and communists. I was Buddhist when I came
to the U.S.
Q: I understand religious persecution is increasing in
China. How do you see God working?
A: It is interesting that you ask. Three years ago, when
our two oldest children were in college, I felt compelled to start writing some of my personal testimony.
I grew up in an abusive home and graduated from
college in China in 1989, the year of the Tiananmen
Square Student Movement. Like most of the college
students, I was also involved in the movement. The following year, the government set up reporting mechanism so that anyone can report the activists. Someone
reported against me in May of 1990, and then the Police pursued me, but I escaped China. My life has been
changed since God changed my heart. My story was
published in a prominent Chinese Christian publication
(Chinese Christian Life Fellowship, CCLF). The publisher
recruited me to become a regular contributor. The articles I write (about one article each month) are read
in China. Many Chinese commit suicide, some of them
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Indy Jiayin Church (continued frorm page 8)
go to suicide social media to get suicide ideas or to
recruit suicide companionship. CCFL has a suicide help
ministry to reach out to those people who show up
at the suicide media. CCFL recruited many Christian
volunteers who want to help reach out to the suicidal
people in China. I earned a MA in biblical counseling
and I gave online training courses on biblical counseling to those volunteers. So far, I have taught four terms.
I left my pharmaceutical job last year to do ministry full
time. Half of that ministry is here in the U.S., but half of
it is with people in China through online tools. I am in
constant dialogue with a network of people in China.
Currently the communists are planning to rewrite the
Bible according to their agenda. I am teaching Chinese Christians to be able to discern biblical truth. My
articles tell Christians how to live godly lives under persecution, maintaining faith and Christian principles. In
a few weeks I will be part of a training conference in
China.
Q: What are specific prayer requests that we can bring
to God on behalf of Indy Jiayin Church?
A: Pray for
• Michael to always walk in God’s will.
• Church leaders to have hands and hearts that are
upright and pure.
• Indy Jiayin Church to reach the many Chinese in
our area with the Good News of Christ.
• My ministry among those in China.
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Technicolor: Inspiring Your Church to
Embrace Multicultural Ministry

by Barbara Cross, Vision Editor
Dr. Mark Hearn pastored
Northside from May 2002 to January 2010. I always appreciated
his heart for missions and reaching people of different cultures.
I saw him minister to families at
Northside who were from other
countries including Iran, Bangladesh, Kenya and Nigeria.
In 2002, he and his wife Glenda moved to Duluth, Georgia
and Bro Mark became the Senior
Pastor at First Baptist Church. His
latest book Technicolor: Inspiring Your Church to Embrace Multicultural Ministry chronicles their experience
of moving from a predominantly monocultural neighborhood in Indianapolis to Duluth, a surprisingly diverse
suburb of Atlanta. Bro Mark was impacted when he
heard the city’s mayor, Nancy Harris state, “There are
57 languages spoken daily at Duluth High School.”
In 1996, Atlanta hosted the Olympics and drew the
world’s attention. Various ethnic groups began settling
in the suburb of Duluth. As Bro Mark looked around at
the nations coming to the doorstep of his city and his
church, he realized God was presenting his church with
a great opportunity to reach the nations right here at
home. He says, “Having a Master’s degree in evangelism and a Doctorate in the area of church growth, I
have been taught how to evaluate the local community and seek significant ways to connect and make an
impact. However, I had never experienced anything
like the rapidly diversifying populace of Duluth, Georgia. Clearly, without a significant change of direction,
the First Baptist Church was going to be irrelevant to the
city in a short period of time. As I studied and sought
advisers in how to do multicultural ministry, I became
convinced that this is not only the right thing to do for
my setting of ministry—it is the right thing (biblically correct) to do PERIOD!”
Today, the worship services at First Baptist are translated into three languages (Spanish, Korean and Arabic) using headsets. People from 41 nations have become members and are growing in their faith. Perhaps
it’s a preview of the scene described in Revelation 7...
“After this I looked, and there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white
robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.
And they cried out in a loud voice:
‘Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.’”
~Revelation 7:9-10
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by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
“When something can be read without effort, great
effort has gone into it’s writing.” Poncela After 30
years of reading for my book club, I feel this quote is
true. Sometimes a book is hard to follow or pointless or
just something to be finished and I am glad when it is
over. But then there is a book that is so enjoyable to read
that I can hardly put it down. I feel like I really know the
characters. I am a bit sad when it is over and cannot
wait to revisit that same author. It was effortless for me
to read because the author had put so much effort into
each detail of the book.
When someone volunteers at Covenant Foods for
the first time, we always ask, “What do you think of
how it went and do you see anything that we could
improve on?” They usually
say something like it all ran
smoothly, like a well-oiled
machine. Often they add
that they can see God at
work here. This is only true
because of the unseen effort
invested in this ministry by
many volunteers over the
years.
What our guests do not
see is people picking up and delivering food donations,
church members putting food in the carts at the doors
and then someone carrying it downstairs each week,
others scanning the staple goods into the computer
system and organizing them onto the shelves, someone
putting together a prayer calendar for each month, and
someone else ordering and organizing supplies for our
counselors. Then, each Tuesday before the doors open
people set up 14 tables, 30 folding chairs, 3 computers,
2 filing cabinets, 4 large bins to organize guests’ bags
of food until they go to their cars, and 6 counselor
stations each with moveable walls and a
desk and a box of supplies. Then all the fresh
food donations have to be pulled out of the
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boxes and refrigerator and organized on the tables in
an attractive display which can take several hours. Of
course, at the end of the evening, all the equipment has
to be put back into the closet and leftover bread and
produce has to be loaded into vehicles and taken to
various ministries that can use what we do not give away.
Then the floors are mopped and the room is ready to be
used for children’s ministry the rest of the week. Over the
years, as the ministry has grown, people have spent time
and effort coming up with ideas that make the flow of
the room and the pantry shelves so much better. I am
sure there are other behind the scenes activities that I
have forgotten or am not even aware of.
The month of April we gave each family a bucket
containing 4 cleaning items. Attached to the “Spring
Cleaning Surprise” was this
verse from Psalm 51:10.
“Create in me a clean heart,
O God; and renew a right
spirit in me.”
These
special monthly projects
also require time and effort
to organize.
Why do we put in all this
effort? We never want our
guests to feel we are like a
poorly written book - hard to follow, pointless, and just
something to get through. We want what could be an
embarrassing or uncomfortable situation to actually be
peaceful and loving. We want our neighbors to know us
and consider us friends with whom they look forward to
coming back and sharing their story. When this happens
and they begin to trust us then we can share the hope
of Christ that is in us. They can receive not just physical
sustenance but spiritual sustenance. Pray with us that this
effort will never be in our own strength but will be only in
the Lord, as Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:58. “Be steadfast,
immovable, always excelling in the Lord’s work, knowing
that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” HCSB
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JOY Luncheon for Senior Adults has resumed
for the year. We meet on the third Thursday every month at 11:30 AM in the Fireside
Room in the Christian Life Center. Watch the
weekly bulletin for news about guest speakers and menus. Bring a friend!
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@northsideindy.org
Senior Pastor

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager

John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant

Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor

Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms
Young Adults - D112

Cross Training
New Testament:
Room D110
Parenting Class:(Ends May 6)
Room D100

Nicholas Piotrowski has been leading our Wednesday Night Bible Study
in the book of First John over the past few months. The study will continue
through the month of May, concluding on the 30th. Thank you, Nicholas, for
your dedication to teaching the Bible!

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women (Fishers):
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples
Sunday Mornings at 9 AM
Young Adults Life Group in D112

