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Heman Park Pool opens for another
season on Memorial Day. It’s the
oldest municipal pool in St. Louis
County, built in 1933. Before that,
University. City swimmers who
were members of the YMCA could
swim there. Others had to trek to the
Meramec River. In summer 1928,
they got a more appealing option.

Eugene D. Ruth, Jr. was a real
estate man who lived at 7210
Waterman Avenue. Every spring he

tilled his backyard and planted veg-
etables. But he had been elected
mayor in 1926 and the cares of
office were taking their toll. In
spring of ‘28, he decided not to gar-
den. He asked his wife and son if
they wanted to go on vacation that
summer, or put in a swimming pool.
Mrs. Ruth was neutral, but Dorsey,

In the Swim

15, was a keen swimmer. So the
Ruths decided to stay put, install a
pool—and invite the whole city
over for a swim.

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat
reported in a lavish photo spread
Aug 12,1928 that the pool took 6
weeks to put in. It was 40 feet by
20, 3 to 8 ft. deep, and held 35000
gallons of water. (The next year,
Mayor Ruth would negotiate cheap-
er water rates for U. Citians.) It was
equpped with ropes, ladders and a
diving board. The pool opened on
Decoration Day (Memorial Day).
“Dorsey broadcast the news around
the neighborhood, and you should
have seen the crowd,” Ruth told the
Globe. “We had a hundred people
in the water all day.”

continued on p. 2

U. City youngsters
enjoy Mayor Ruth’s
backyard pool,
August 1928







