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A Note from Pastor Amanda
In case you haven’t noticed yet,
things happen a little differently in the
church than they do in the rest of the
world. We talk about different priorities
– like putting your own needs last and
giving away the things that belong to
us. We live a different lifestyle – like
slowing down our lives to pray and
trying to stop ourselves from getting or
doing whatever we feel like. And in
church, we do holidays a LOT different.

bring in God’s kingdom to a
surprisingly receptive world. Luke also
shows Jesus as one who seeks the
Father’s guidance at key times in his
ministry, who lifts up the poor, who
includes and elevates women, and
writes about the great joy that comes
with God’s “good news.” Jesus’
purpose is summarized in 19:10, “For
the Son of Man has come to seek and
to save that which was lost.”

We’re in the season of Advent now a Latin word meaning “to come.” In
these four weeks, we look forward to
what’s coming, only it’s not Christmas.
We’re looking forward to Christ, to the
surprising arrival of God-in-the-flesh;
and with this as our guide, we search
for the surprising ways that God is
breaking into our world now.

While everyone and everything else
around us is lost in Christmas prep
chaos, Advent calls the faithful to slow
down, to rest, to recognize how God
shows up unexpectedly. You are
invited to sing of hope in the darkest
month, to consider Christ’s second
coming as we read and discuss
Revelation, and to rest in the middle of
the chaos. Join us for soup at 6:15pm
and Holden Evening Prayer worship
from 7-7:45pm.

It’s a season of hope, of
expectation, and of waiting. On Sunday
mornings in December, we will read of
unexpected pregnancies, a voice that
is silenced, a girl who ponders much,
and songs of cultural disturbance. This
is the Gospel of Luke – God’s
unexpected presence in the world that
God loves so deeply.
Luke is writing for people like us –
those who don’t have a Jewish
background or know Jewish rules.
Through this church year, we’ll see
Jesus travel into non-Jewish territory to

May God show up in your lives in
surprising ways this December, may
you meet God anew in the Gospel of
Luke, and may your hearts be made
ready as we wait in hope for Christ to
come.
Advent hopefilled blessings,
~Pastor Amanda
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Youth Christmas
Parties!

Christmas Program

7-12 youth group party
Dec 9 6-7:30pm

Lord of Life children and youth present:

3-6 grade youth party
Dec 16 4-5:30pm

This whimsical look at those background animals will turn our
hearts to ponder the gift God gives in God-with-us.

All you need to bring is your
smiling self!

The Friendly Beasts!
Children practice every Sunday morning at 9:30 and will lead
us in worship on Sunday, December 23. All children and
interested persons are invited to participate!

December 2: “Welcome to...” Event
These "Welcome to..." Events are
introductions to faith topics held
quarterly after worship. Join us for
a homemade nacho bar;
conversations with peers, littles,
elders; and play together as ALL
generations learn about the
Church Year! We'll play around a
little, laugh and joke a little, and
have a lot of fun!
We will explore questions like...
What is a "lectionary" and where does it come from?
Blue, green, white and purple - why colors?
What should I listen for in each season?
Plus any questions you bring on your own! We may even devote a future "Welcome to..." to
the questions you have about your church. See you there!

Advent Schedule
Sunday mornings:
Dec 2: Zechariah’s doubt (Luke 1:1-25)
Dec 9: Mary’s shock (Luke 1:26-56)

Wednesday Evenings: Christ’s Second Coming
6:15pm Soup Dinner
7pm Holden Evening Prayer Worship

Dec 16: Elizabeth’s joy (Luke 1:57-80)

Dec 9: What does it all mean?

Dec 23: Children’s Christmas Program:
The Friendly Beasts

Dec 12: Revelation: a book of hope
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Dec 19: When Christ shall come - being “ready”
“LifeLines”

Loving Families Serving Week
At the end of the month, we will be hosting multiple families as they call Lord of Life “home” for a week.
This program through Love In the Name of Christ, has effectively turned around the lives of 9 families
since it began in 2017. Families move from church to church each week, giving them the ability to save
their income, create a spending plan, and work through some of their financial hang-ups. BUT the
greater gift is a freedom from constant worry and stress of a place to sleep, keeping warm, and food.

You are the hands of Christ and the love of God for these families.
If you have never heard these stories of hope and served during our host week—this is the opportunity
for you! We are blessed by a week without school, a mid-week day off, and a chance to complete those
New Year resolutions of helping others and being generous!

SO... check your calendars between December 30 and January 6
and consider the example sign-up below:

Meal and
evening
conversation

5 - 9pm
Spending
the night,
setting out
breakfast

9pm 7am

Sunday

Monday

A day for
the families
to settle in take it easy.

A new
year’s eve
party? Get
the sparklers!

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
Who likes
cards?

Friday

You know,
Christmas
in Ice is still
open...

Netflix or
It’s like a
DVD’s in the camping
sanctuary? trip - if it
was warm
and you
had 8” foam
mattresses...

Saturday
Board
games?

Like to
make big
breakfasts?

Help pack
up on Sun
morning

When you see this at church, write your name down. Be creative and flexible with the evening plans
(sometimes families are just tired.) You could even bring all the ingredients to make dinner and have the
families help!

If this is your first time, Love INC wants to give you a glimpse into some of the reasons why
homelessness exists, and remind you of how to care for your neighbor. A one-hour training will be
scheduled for you to stop by. Please let us know if you need to attend (and what day/time works.)
Dare to have your perceptions of homelessness challenged. See the person behind the experience, and
reach out with a hand of love.

This is good work we’re doing, church! Good work indeed!
Thank you for being part of it!
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School
Lunches

Once a month, we pack 40 “weekend” lunches for hungry local elementary &
high school students who may not otherwise have a meal on the weekend.
Willing hands are always welcome. No experience necessary!

Meet at 10 am Dec. 14 to make PB&J’s and pack extra snacks.
Snacks are distributed at the middle school on the first Friday of every month. See
the sign-up sheet for suggestions, bring to LoL by December 6.

Freddy Rewards
Shopping at Fred Meyer can benefit your church!
Freddy’s donates a percentage above your purchase back to Lord of Life. Link your rewards
card to our church. Unused rewards points can
also be donated to Lord of Life. It’s an easy way
to help your church and community. Our organization number (you need it to sign up) is FR543.
www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4

Thank You!
Lord of Life Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for the lovely notes and
popsicles. They were a big hit here in Bahrain. We
really appreciate the thoughts and prayers you
sent to us. Continue to be the
light of Christ in this world.
In Christ’s Peace,
Chaplain Christina Mauntel
PSC 851 Box 90
FPO AE 09834

Alaska Synod Thanks You!
Dear Partners in Ministry,
November is a month when many give thanks for the good in their lives. We are thankful that we are
in partnership with you in God’s Work Our Hands. Because of your contributions that flow through
the Synod and the ELCA, new congregations are supported, the hungry are fed, justice and peace
issues are fought, people are housed, new pastors are encouraged, disaster victims are helped, the
gospel is spread, illness is fought, and refugees are supported among many other ministries.
Much more is possible when we work together and with other partners in making the world a better
place. There is no place where God is not already present and working in people’s lives and
communities, and these are the places where God calls us to be active through our related ministries.
Your congregation is a community of faith that reaches out to people, serves people, and helps
negotiate the complexities and questions of life with a daring confidence in God’s grace and love.
We are thankful for your members and the work that is being accomplished together.
Alaska Synod Council
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL

Lord of Life Lutheran
1005 Saint Nicholas Drive
Po Box 55791
North Pole Alaska, 99705
Website: www.lordoflifeak.com
Phone: 907-488-6720

President:
Bob Thoma
488-2630
Vice President:
Sean Garrison
888-2052
Secretary:
Cheryl Park
488-4167
Treasurer:
Sam Aleshire
488-4692
Education:
Vanessa Knutson
483-0307
Mission/Social Min:
Becky Peterson
385-9581
Worship & Music:
Curt Renner
488-4405
Youth:
Jacoppi Pahkamaa 388-2620
Facilities:
Jered Dulany
460-7771
Financial Secretary:
Amie Maranville
488-0552
Pastor:
Amanda Kempthorne cell: 322-2065
Thank you, servants of God’s church. All your love is appreciated!

E-mail:
pastor@lordoflifeak.com
office@lordoflifeak.com

Next Church Council Meeting — December 10 7:00 pm

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm

Newsletter deadline: the 20th of each month.

Mission Statement
“God’s word moves us to make
connections by welcoming all,
strengthening and serving the
healthy and hurting.”

You can always check for updates on our website:

www.lordoflifeak.com

or
Follow our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/lordoflifeak
(even if you don’t have a Facebook page!)

Special Prayers and Concerns
Birthdays
12/3
12/10
12/11
12/16
12/24
12/29
12/31

James Fennell
Penny Warnke
Ann Dulany
James Dulany
Allen Griswold
Cash Knutson
Elaina Warnke

Prayers for:
- Healing for: Elise G, Meg O,
Paula F, Evie F, Gary F, Cheryl P,
Pat T, Eric H, Polly H, Marge A
- Those missing loved ones this
holiday season
- Peace on earth, goodwill to all

Anniversaries
12/8
12/11

Lars Peterson &
Lynne Skjefte
Mike & Eileen Dubowski

If your birthday or anniversary is
missing, please call or email the office
to correct it!
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Send an email to
office@lordoflifeak.com to sign
up for our prayer chain emails!

December Prayer Partner
Central Lutheran
Anchorage, AK:
Please pray for:
- God’s love shown in Advent
and Christmas services
- New leadership arising in the
congregation
- Homeless families they are
housing every Wednesday
- Youth group
connections and
planning events

“LifeLines”

