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"The basic rules of international trade are simple. The United States and the European
Union, the two major trading blocs, have each sought to curb serious health and
environmental risks before they cause substantial harm. Both have promoted industrial
policies to enhance the competitiveness of their industries and the global economy along
with them. The institutional framework of the GATT and the WTO that evolved alongside the
United Nations Charter has kept these competing aims in reasonable balance. It has also
reflected the main global priorities of later eras: preserving peace and stability through
international commerce and the rule of law. [...] Embedded within this balanced framework
is a pragmatic acknowledgement among WTO members that a certain amount of risk is
unavoidable in everyday life and that international trade and global stability are good things
in themselves. During the past decade, however, the European Union, with assistance from
"international civil society" (a euphemism for non-governmental pressure groups), has
sought to alter this equilibrium by enacting regional regulations and promoting process-
based industry standards that both depart from this practice and have an extraterritorial
impact. These proposals reflect what the EU sees as a more pressing global priority than
freer trade—namely, achieving sustainable development." Lawrence A. Kogan is an
international business, environment and trade attorney who has advised the National
Foreign Trade Council on WTO trade and environmental issues.
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