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Severing the Pipelines of Gangs and Replacing Them with Social Capital and God’s Love
The Chattanooga Times-Free Press recently reported that “the total number of shooting incidents in
2017 is down from years prior, especially those involving gang members — just 36 of the 98
shootings this year have been gang-related, compared to 66 at this point last year.”
"The X factor that I can't talk enough about is we've seen a lot of our young, high school and
juvenile violence dropping," said Chattanooga Police Chief David Roddy.
The article suggests that mentoring “intercepts kids facing crises and helps break down the road to
gang participation by offering alternative role models.”
"Psychologically, these kids are going through adverse childhood experiences, and there's no
one there for them to talk to or reach out to," Sgt. Josh May, head of the police department's
anti-gang violence efforts, explained.
"We, the community, have to stand in the gap and be consistent with our young people. We
are severing the pipelines of the gangs and replacing it with exposure and love … True
change takes time.” - Troy Rogers, the city's public safety coordinator.
God has raised up Every Valley Leadership Academy to join other organizations throughout the
city in addressing this problem. The good news of Jesus Christ is the chief instrument by which we
are enfranchising these disconnected youths and showing them the way to abundant life.
Thank you so much for praying for us. The following testimonials provide concrete examples of
God’s faithfulness in answering our prayers for the kids and for our communities:
“The gangs are still trying to kill me. If it weren’t for you guys helping me put my life back together
and pointing me to Christ, I would be dead.” T.B., gunshot-wounded gang member who earned his
diploma, received job certification, and secured a job.
“I greatly benefit from opportunities to meet with business and
community leaders. I am learning how to interact with adults, which
will help me achieve my goals.” - B.M., high school sophomore
“The Christian discipleship provided by Every Valley is the only way
my kids are making it. The mentors are like family to us. I thank God
for you.” – S.E., mom of three East Chattanooga teenagers
“Without Every Valley’s academic support and guidance, I would not be enrolled in college right
now. You saved me from making foolish decisions that would have wrecked by ability to attend
college.” C.H., college freshman.
“We have a great partnership with Every Valley. Their tutoring and mentoring have kept many kids
in school and off the streets. Their ACT prep and college visits have been vital for our kids planning to
attend college.” – Shay Smith, Director, Washington Hills Youth and Family Development Center

Over Fall Break, seven of our Every Valley leaders toured four
colleges, visited the King Center and several historical sites, and
trained in goal-setting with the Apostle Paul.
From the pews of historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, they listened to
one of Dr. Martin Luther King’s recorded sermons. They worshiped
in a multi-cultural Reformed congregation. They visited downtown
Atlanta tourist sites (mostly sports-related). They trained in a
fitness center and challenged ballers at a neighborhood rec center.
Their world grew larger. Their vision grew clearer. Their anxieties
about the future surfaced.
The Lord protected them, opened doors for them, and reminded
them of His sacrificial, faithful, fatherly love. God’s people rallied
behind the guys, and, as a result, they realized that they are not
alone as they face the future. They know that God and His
people care about them.
“It was an amazing experience,” the seven participants agreed.
Thank you for investing in them. We want you to know them a
little better and appreciate a bit of what the trip meant to each of them:
Sauni Jenkins, a junior at Central, faithfully attends our Washington Hills Bible study. He asks great
questions and loves to search God’s Word for answers. A promising varsity basketball player, his
academic diligence makes him an excellent candidate for college scholarships. At the center, he
helps tutor younger students in math. He took the initiative to begin ACT prep seven months before
he takes it for the first time next Spring. He is active in the youth groups at Mt. Canaan Baptist
Church and St. John United Methodist. He was impressed by what he saw and heard on our visit to
Kennesaw State’s STEM-focused Marietta campus. He is interested in pursuing a degree in
Mechanical Engineering.
Deaunte Stegall is a junior at Hixson who attends Bible study at
the East Chattanooga Center. Also a rising star on his school’s
basketball team, he maintains a high GPA while working part-time
at a restaurant in Hixson. He particularly enjoyed the visit to
Georgia State University, which offers a wide variety of majors,
boasts a large and diverse student body, and offers a host of
internships and networking opportunities from its location in the
heart of Downtown Atlanta.
Devin Sharp is a freshman at Brainerd. He faithfully attended the East Chattanooga Bible study
before he moved to another neighborhood a few miles away. While still in elementary school, he
completed the Lexia reading program multiple times. He helped us begin the tutoring program at
East Chatt Center. Virtually every time we arrived, we found him eagerly waiting in the parking lot
to assist us. He taught other students to read and developed an interest in geography. While at
Dalewood Middle School, he ranked as the school’s top reader, and he was inducted into the

National Honor Society. He demonstrates remarkable tenacity in resisting ever-present peer
pressure to sabotage his future with self-destructive pursuits. On our trip, he was inspired by the
heritage of Morehouse, was intrigued by the car-building engineering labs at Kennesaw State, and
was attracted to one of the tour guides at Georgia State. The consensus of everyone who knows him
is that his future is very bright. But most importantly, he wants you to know that he loves Jesus.
Quanterius House has overcome multiple challenges on his journey to
obtain a high school diploma. While we share a love for the study of
history, he challenges almost everything we say about philosophy and
religion. Since elementary school, he has struggled with math, but over
the past three years, he has repeatedly taken the initiative to get
tutoring, and it has paid off. He has made great strides, finishing Algebra
2 last year with above average grades. He has excelled on the football
field and in his JROTC unit. Following graduation next Spring, he plans to enlist in the military. Before the
trip, he was leaning toward eventually pursuing a two-year technical degree. On the trip, he was
challenged to consider pursuing his passion for history and philosophical debate by obtaining a four-year
liberal arts degree. The admissions counselor at Clark Atlanta helped clear up some of his misconceptions
about the value of a college education. She went above and beyond for our guys, skipping her lunch
break to give us the tour and answer their many questions. The tour ended with the guys hugging her
and telling her that she is like the neighborhood auntie that everyone loves. Quanterius’ questions
weren’t addressed ENTIRELY to his satisfaction, but THERE WAS MOVEMENT. And that was a miracle.
Darius was a late addition to our group, but he proved to be a thoughtful and mature young man
who is beginning his investigation into possible education and career paths. A sophomore at East
Ridge, he is a talented football player and is a cousin of Antwon McDaniel.
Antwon McDaniel has played a leadership role in our outreach at
Washington Hills since he was in middle school. Three years ago,
he participated in a mission trip to Germany. He plans to
participate in a similar trip to Dominican Republic over Winter
Break. He is now a freshman at Chattanooga State. In two years,
he plans to transfer to a four-year institution to pursue a degree in
physical education. While on our Fall Break Project, he was able to
look into some options for him in the Atlanta area, while also
seeing up close some of the city’s professional sports venues.
Jaymne Ervin began at Chattanooga State, but he is now preparing to enlist in the Navy. He grew up in a
military family, spending most of his childhood at a base in Germany. He was intrigued by Atlanta’s historical
sites and its Historically Black Colleges that we visited. He is a talented writer and musician. Higher education
will likely come into play at some point along the way for this bright, personable young man.
The guys join us in thanking you for trusting the Lord with us by investing prayers, encouragement, and
financial support. We appreciate New City Fellowship for providing us with the use of a van. Mustard
Tree Ministries and several DTS members provided financial support. We feel that God must be pleased
with His people in making this endeavor possible. Praise be to the Christ who lifts up every valley and
removes every barrier that obscures our vision of His glory.

Glass Street Live: Supporting East Chattanooga Revitalization Efforts

Our First Christmas Tree Sale Was a Great Success!

Did you know that the Chattanooga area has one of the highest rates of 16-24-year-olds who are
“disconnected” (neither employed nor in school)? Every Valley Leadership Academy mentors local
youths, connecting them and their families with opportunities to experience God's glory in their
relationships, in their education, in their employment, and in the life of our community.
Each month, Every Valley reaches 150 young people (most of them are middle and high school age)
in Chattanooga's urban neighborhoods, primarily East Chattanooga and Washington Hills. Our staff
and 18 volunteers help them develop leadership and life skills centered on developing healthy
relationships with others and with God. We teach them to rely on God and to look to the teaching of
Scripture as they make the consequential decisions that face them from day to day.
Praise God for:
➢ New housing and furnishing for a family which has struggled with chronic homelessness.
➢ Four elementary and middle school students who trusted Christ for salvation in September.
➢ Success with our annual community Thanksgiving dinner. It was our largest yet as Chattanooga’s most
affluent and most disadvantaged communities came together to thank God and break bread together.
➢ Partnering churches and ministries who are supporting many of the same kids with whom we work.
➢ A great team of volunteers investing themselves in the lives of our children, teenagers, and young adults.
Please pray for:
➢ The Lord to bring the gospel home in the lives of several students who are tempted by selfdestructive activities and in the lives of those who have given in, depriving themselves of
opportunities and freedoms.
➢ Parents trying to support their families with limited resources.
➢ Fundraising so that we can deliver the vital services that will lift up every valley and bring glory to God.
➢ A volunteer to step forward who can help us with bookkeeping.

