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Listen Sisters! Our Link to Each Other! Share your News!

Next Newsletter coming Mid-July
Get your articles and pictures in!

A COMPETITION!

Reform Jewish
Movement Urges
Opposition to
Abortion Restrictions

WE ARE LOOKING FOR A RENEWED NAME FOR OUR
NEWSLETTER. EACH SISTERHOOD HAS ONE ENTRY!
THERE WILL BE A PRIZE FOR THE SISTERHOOD THAT
CREATES THE NEW NAME!

Send to amyjaguar@comcast.net

Read about the Advocacy work of WRJ! Click here
to read article: http://www.wrj.org/reformjewish-movement-urges-opposition-abortionrestrictions-1

Get to know Your Board
Rebecca Lockenbach,
Florida Vice President
From Temple Israel
Tallahassee, FL

Meet your Veep – Rebecca Lockenbach!
Shalom to all of my WRJ District Sisters. I would like to
introduce myself to you. Some of you know me from
the many years that I have been involved with WRJ and
Sisterhood, but for others you may have just met me at
the District Biennial last October. I was born and raised
in Roswell, New Mexico, which had a small Jewish
community, and headed east for college, attending the
University of Miami where I received a B.S. majoring in
biology. I went on to get my Master’s degree from New
Mexico State University in ecology and soils, and spent
my early government career as a Soil Scientist in New
Mexico before heading east again, landing in Fort
Myers. There my story takes a twist, as I met my future
in-laws and husband (yes, it was in that order), and Rick
and I celebrated our 33rd anniversary while I was at the
District Biennial. We have two grown children, Risa
(husband Brad) and Daniel. We have called Tallahassee
our home for 30 years. I spent 32 years working in
various programs at the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection with the last 25 years in
petroleum cleanup and as a Contract Manager. After a
hiatus of a year, I have found a home with the Florida
Department of Children and Families, Office of Refugee
Services as a Contract Manager.
Sisterhood has always been an important part of my
married life, and though I started out as most of you
have, as simply a Sisterhood member, paying dues, and
perhaps attending a meeting or event, as my interest
and schedule allowed, and then gradually volunteering
or asked to do some simple tasks, which lead to being

Sisterhood President (my first time in 1993), then
Secretary, Treasurer, before again assuming the lead
role. I also was honored to serve on the WRJ Board
from 1997-2001. I have had a couple of stints as a
Florida Area Director, and now I am again honored to
be your Florida Vice President. When not working or
spending time with family, I continue to be a Sisterhood
volunteer and active participant. As far relaxing, I will
be found with either a book or needle and thread in
hand. Murder mysteries are a favorite genre and my
embroidery interests range from cross stitch to
smocking to quilting, and knitting. My family jokes that
I take a book and/or a stitching project wherever I go.
As your Florida VP I am here to serve you. My goal over
the next two years is to try and speak to all of the
Florida Sisterhood Presidents, and if possible to meet
you in your home territory, so if you have a question,
need help on a sisterhood or WRJ matter, I am a call
away.
In closing, I would like to wish everyone a good
summer.
B’Shalom,
Rebecca Lockenbach
Florida Vice President
Southeast District, Women of Reform Judaism
Temple Israel Sisterhood
Tallahassee, Florida
850/877-9295 – home
850/274-5312 – cell
Email – Rlocken6@gmail.com

Board Report/

News
Congratulations to our
Newest Sisterhood Affiliate!
Welcome all our new sisters from Temple Shalom Sisterhood
in Oxford, FL. The sisterhood sent in the application and is
now a part of the WRJ roster of affiliated sisterhoods.
Currently, they have 260 sisterhood members!

YES Fund
The YES Fund is our special instrument through which the
WRJ educates out clergy, promotes youth programming and
makes grants to special projects. We raise the money in this
fund through individual gifts and gifts from each of our
affiliated sisterhoods. But did you know that there are awards
bestowed at our Assemblies for various levels of contribution?
Here’s the breakdown:
YES Fund Honor Roll Levels
Sisterhoods contribute to the YES Fund by making direct
contributions, purchasing of YES Fund items, (such as
Uniongrams and note cards), or a combination of both.
Sisterhoods earn honors and awards for their total annual
contributions to the YES Fund each WRJ fiscal year (July 1June 30) in the following categories:
Roll of Chai Honor: $18 per member
Roll of Special Merit: $10 per member
Roll of Honor: $5 per member
Additionally, sisterhoods can receive the following special
recognitions, which are given out biennially at the WRJ
Assembly.
L’Chaim  ְלחַיי ִםAward
Given to the sisterhood with the highest percentage of
members who make a new Lifeline pledge over the previous
two-year period.
Ma’agal  ַמ ְעגָלAward
Given to the sisterhood with the highest percentage of
individual donors (who were formally called “Circle of
Service” and does not include Lifeline pledges) over the
previous two-year period
Achat  ֶאחָדAward
Given to the sisterhood who made the largest per-member
direct contribution to the YES Fund over the previous
two-year period.

Avodah  עֲבוֹדָ הAward
Given to a sisterhood in each of four membership categories
whose members made the largest collective direct contribution
to the YES Fund over the previous two-year period.
Kavod  כָּבוֹדSociety
Given in memory of WRJ Past President Helen M.
Dalsheimer, sisterhoods who have won at least one of the
above YES Fund Award for three consecutive Assembly
periods are inducted into the Kavod Society. (Note:
Sisterhoods who are inducted into the Society are no longer
eligible to receive any future YES Fund awards.)
Although our next Assembly is in November 2015, we only
have until June 30, 2015 to make the last donations that will
count toward these levels of recognition. Please don’t wait
until the last minute to get your YES Fund checks mailed!
Presidents are advised to confer with their treasurers to plan
comfortable intervals throughout the year to shift funds earned
for the YES Fund to the New York office.
Looking for an inspirational addition to your YES Fund event?
Check out this 7.5 minute upbeat video on You Tube which
highlights some of the projects that we’ve funded in the last
two years. You may even recognize some of the leaders from
the Southeast District!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZNJmg2beUw&feature=
youtu.be

Ronni Udoff,
YES Fund Chair

NEWS!
Congrats to:
Andrea Cannon on the marriage of her
daughter!
Sad News:
With great sadness we report that Harriett Freed Bulbin, past
president of the WRJ Southeast District, died in her home
Monday, the 18th of May 2015. The services were held at
Temple Israel of greater Miami on Thursday, May 21st, 2015.
If you would like more information, please contact the temple
at 305-573-5900

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods
Congregation Schaarai Zedek
Tampa, FL
Congregation Schaarai Zedek Sisterhood in Tampa,
Florida honored the synagogue's Associate Rabbi, Joel
Simon, at its 2015 YES Fund luncheon held on Monday,
April 20, 2015 at the synagogue. Rabbi Simon, who is
greatly beloved by the congregants and the sisterhood,
has accepted a position as Senior Rabbi at Shir Ami in
Newtown, PA and will be leaving Schaari Zedek at the
beginning of June.
The program, which started at 11:00 a.m., began with
the WRJ YES Fund video and some further explanation
of the YES Fund by Lynne Merriam, past CSZ President
and a member of the WRJ Board. After the
presentation, Rabbi Richard Birnholz presented a
Lifeline pin to the congregation's cantor, Deborrah
Cannizzaro; and Rabbi Simon presented one to his wife,
Jacent, who is expecting their first child. In addition, the
five women working on Silver Lifelines were recognized-Ruth Adrian, Faith Alexander, Gail Meyer, Cindy
Minetti, and Paula Zielonka (2nd Silver Lifeline ), as well
as the one person working on an Emerald Lifeline,
Lynne Merriam. In addition, all the women who
currently have Lifelines were asked to stand. Although
not all present at the luncheon, CSZ Sisterhood has 52

Helping with the luncheon registration--Standing: Gail Meyer, Pat
Forman, Judith Mish, and Lynne Merriam/ Sitting: Diana Bloom and
Diane Porat

other members who have completed Lifelines.
Following the presentation of Lifelines, Rabbi Richard
Birnholz made a presentation about Rabbi Simon,
warmly describing all of his accomplishments while
serving as Assistant, then Associate Rabbi at Schaarai
Zedek for the past eight years. Following his speech,
Rabbi Birnholz presented a certificate to Rabbi Simon,
who then made some comments about the clergy, the
congregants at Schaarai Zedek, and his tenure here.
The program ended with a vote on the 2015-2016
Sisterhood Executive Board slate followed by the Motzi
led by Cantor Cannizzaro and lunch, prepared by Edibles
by Ethel.
Paula Zielonka

Honoree, Rabbi Joel Simon
with his wife, Jacent,
a new Lifeline recipient

YES Fund Place Settings at each place.

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Paula Zielonka, Judy Rosenkranz, and Marcie Linder

Cantor Deborrah Cannizzaro and Mary
Braverman
Mary Kramer with Past CSZ Presidents, Judith Mish, Audrey Shine, and Nellye Friedman

Pat Forman and Gloria Ellis
Rochelle Seiden with her daughter, Pattie Schreiber, CSZ President, Past President,
newly elected Co-President
Cindy Minetti, with Lynne Merriam,
presenting the YES Fund video.

Past President, Lynne Merriam –
Discussing the Yes video.

Rabbi Richard Birnholz presenting a silver Lifeline
and certificate to Cantor Deborrah Cannizzaro

Past President, Faith Alexander, with
incoming Religious Programming VicePresident, Brandy Fishman.

From our Fellow
Sisterhoods (cont.)
Congregation Schaarai Zedek
Sisterhood's Passover
Celebration
Congregation Schaarai Zedek Sisterhood held a festive Passover
Celebration on Thursday, March 19, 2015. This event
highlighted women's roles in the Passover Story and provided a
fun evening for women of all ages. The program, "The
Extraordinary Women of Passover," examined Passover and the
Seder from a feminist perspective. An original Haggadah,
written by University of South Florida Anthropology professor
and Sisterhood member, Dr. Robbie Baer, followed a seder
format, with readings, prayers and songs throughout
highlighting freedom and women’s ideals. Musical
contributions were submitted by Cantor Deborrah Cannizzarro,
and the Cantor’s songs and special prayers lent lyrical beauty to
the evening. Forty three women of all ages attended.
In the tradition of Schaarai Zedek’s Sisterhood Seder, most food
was home made, but this year there was a twist: a Kosher for
Passover food contest for charoset, kugel and desserts. Other

contributions included brisket, chicken wings and salads. Food
contest winners were Anita Steinfeld for charoset; Carolyn Kurtz
for kugel; and Beth Shoup for flan.
Centerpieces included tambourines and maracas, which were
used for dancing to Miriam’s Song. An unusual collection of
Kosher for Passover wines added diversity to the traditional
wine seen at most seders.
The celebration involved new members, new ideas and the
collection of the delicious recipes to create a new Sisterhood
Passover Cookbook. Thank you to Cantor Cannizzarro for
collecting and printing the recipe cookbook in time for
Passover. It is also a cherished memento of the evening.
The planning committee included Sisterhood President Cindy
Minetti, Vice President of Religious Programming Marcie Linder,
and Sisterhood members Robbie Baer, Cantor Cannizzarro,
Shelly Reback, Beth Shoup and Perri Sontag, who was also
“Master of Ceremonies” for the spirited evening!

Contributed by Marcie Linder and Dana Gruman

You can read the WRJ-SE Newsletter online at http://wrjsoutheast.org/newsletter.html Email the WRJ Southeast District
Newsletter to others in your sisterhood! If you would like to submit an article for the Newsletter, please submit to Amy
Rogers at amyjaguar@comcast.net

