ANtw Statt-And a
Ntw Conftrtntt
IN 1836 ARKANSAS CAME INTO STATEHOOD and Arkansas Methodists
came into "conferencehood." The area formerly had been organized as
a territory, as we have seen. The Methodists in the state formerly had
been organized on a district basis in the Missouri Conference. As the Arkansas District, it served the whole state until 1832 when the state was
divided into two districts, Arkansas in the north and Little Rock in the
south. (In 1835 the Arkansas District was renamed Batesville.)
Growth in State and Church

Arkansas and Methodism in Arkansas had been growing in the years
before 1836. Sentiment for statehood had steadily increased as citizens
realized the benefits it would bring, plus the enhanced status of being
a state. The five counties of 1819 had grown to thirty-four by 1836.
The Territory's 1819 population of some 14,000 had expanded by 1836
ro about 50,000.
In the fall of 1818 the Territory had only three Methodist circuitsSpring River, Hot Spring, and Arkansas-with a total of 312 white and
10 "colored" members. By the fall of 1836 membership had increased
ro 2,Q42 white and 423 colored members in the state.
Several factors accounted for the growth in the general population
and in Methodist membership. New lands in the West offered the allure
of new opportunities. Peck's New Guide for Emigrants to the West,
issued in 1837, described the soil along Arkansas rivers and creeks as
"exceedingly fertile, not surpassed by any soil in the United States"; its
watersource as abundant; its principal crops as cotton and corn; and its
climate as mild and healthy (except that the flat and southern areas
were "subject to agues and bilious fevers"). Concerning the "Stare of
Society" in Arkansas the Guide declared:
The general character of the people is brave, hardy and enterprising, frequently without the polish of literature, yet kind and hospitable. The people
are now rapidly improving in morals and intellect. They are as ready to encourage schools, the preaching of the gospel, and the benevolent enterprises of
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the age as any people in new countries. The consequences of living here a long
rime ... destitute of the means of grace, are, among this population, just what
they always will be under similar circumstances. Ministers of all denominations
are few and far between.
. . . We want settlers-we want physicians, lawyers, ministers, mechanics
and farmers. We want such, however, and only such, as will make good
neighbors. If any, who think of coming to live among us, are gamblers, drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, profane, swearers, or the like, we hope that when they
leave their old country, they will leave their old habits.'

Arkansas Conference Authorized

In the process of reaching statehood, a constitutional convention
adopted a new state constitution for Arkansas on January 30, 1836, and
the Methodist General Conference, meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, in May,
authorized the formation of an Arkansas Conference. Thomas A.
Morris, newly-elected bishop, was assigned to preside over and organize
the new conference. Batesville was set as the meeting· place, and there
the preachers gathered in the first week of November, 1836.
Some preachers had difficulty in traveling to Batesville-including
Bishop Morris. He was traveling with four of five preachers from the
Tennessee Conference who had volunteered to serve in Arkansas. They
were Erastus B. Duncan, Arthur W. Simmons, Richmond Randle, and
Robert Gregory. The bishop's account of the trip is graphic and detailed, and we can repeat only portions here. He described the travelers'
dilemma when they came to a great expanse of water:
In a few minutes our road disappeared under water. What does this mean?
Why the Black River Swamp. ... The horses sank more and more. . . . Nick
[his horse] went down till he was nearly buried alive in quicksand and water.
. . . My heavy saddle-bags were left behind in the mud. Having recovered
them, we resumed the journey, but soon reached another slough, where . . . I
dismounted, drove the horse, and followed on foot, through mud and water to
the knees. . . . We had . . . entered a dismal swamp, thirty-two miles wide,
and . .. unusually full of water . . . varying in depth from six inches to three
feet . ... Night closed in on us . . ..

The bishop continued for several pages along the same line, concluding, "Had I been offered one thousand dollars to retrace my steps, it
would have been no temptation." 2
The conference session was held in "the courthouse, a brick building
in that part of Batesville that was then in the River bottom." 3 The
church at Batesville had been organized soon after Eli Lindsey's preaching on Spring River, and at the time of the conference was a fairly
strong one, for those times. An indication of its relative strength· is that
in 1835 Batesville had been selected as the headquarters for the Methodist
district surrounding it. At the conference William P. Ratcliffe was elected
secretary, and the minutes he took are in a ledger that is housed in the
library of the Arkansas History Commission in Little Rock.
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The Conference Membership

Most of the preachers who had been serving in Arkansas (and Indian
country) continued as members of the new conference. There were
fifteen of these: Thomas Bertholf, Fountain Brown, John H. Carr, Henry
Cornelius, James Gore, John N. Hamill, John Harrell, John L. Irwin,
Burwell Lee, John Powell, Charles T. Ramsey, William P. Ratcliffe,
Andrew D. Smyth, John H. Rives, and Lemuel Wakelee.
It was decided to include in the new conference the Methodist circuits in the northern two-thirds of Louisiana, previously a part of the
Mississippi Conference. This meant two districts: Alexandria and Monroe.
In the main, the preachers previously serving the Louisiana circuits were
simply transferred by Bishop Morris to the Arkansas Conference. These
men were John A. Cotton; Jesse A. Guice; Benjamin Jones; Charles P.
Karney (or Carney); John R. Mcintosh; Moses Perry; Winfred Scott;
Sidney Squires; William H. Turnley; and William Stevenson, the

Ann Conway was the mother of Congressman Henry W. Conway and Governors Elias N. and James S. Conway,
and a faithful member of the Methodist
Church in Little Rock, where she was
called "Mother Conway."

Sketch of the first building used by the
Methodist church in Little Rock.
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patriarch whom we previously saw as the founder of Arkansas Methodism, now retired and living in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, but serving
as a supply.
After the conference adjourned two other preachers, Cotmon Methvin
and Henry B. Price, were transferred into Arkansas from the Mississippi
Conference and stationed at Little River and Lewisburg Circuits, respectively.
Part of the Indian work stayed with the Arkansas Conference, and
part went to the Missouri Conference. A South Indian Mission District
in the Arkansas Conference included most of the area later known as
Indian Territory, serving the Cherokees, Choctaws, Creeks, and some
others.
We have noted four transfers from Tennessee, who accompanied Bishop Morris to Batesville. In addition, Ansel Webber transferred in as a
member on trial.
Finally, eight new members were received on trial. These were Philip
Asborne, Thomas Benn, William H. Bump, James Essex, Andrew
Hunter, J.W.P. McKenzie, James Newman, and Enoch Whatley. Hunter
and McKenzie were sent to work with the Indians and labored together
among the Choctaws. After a few years McKenzie transferred into northeast Texas and founded McKenzie College at Clarksville, one of the
best schools west of the Mississippi at that time. Hunter, as we shall
see, became the grand old man of Arkansas Methodism.
The conference began with 668 white and 146 colored members in
Louisiana and 1,225 Indian, 23 white, and 36 colored members among
the Indians, in addition to the 2,042 white and 423 colored members
in Arkansas, for a total of 4,563.
Efforts at Higher Education

One of the forward-looking actions at the first conference session
was a proposal to establish a manual labor school and two female
academies, one in each end of the conference. The conference designated
the presiding elders as trustees and authorized them to start soliciting
and receiving funds and to consider the best location(s). 4 Unfortunately, it was many years before the conference with its own funds established a college, though it did commend and encourage several institutions
operated privately, usually by Methodists and sometimes by preachers.
For example, on April 18, 1837, the Arkansas Gazette reported that
the Female Academy at Fayetteville was under the patronage of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, with the Rev. Andrew D. Smyth as chairman of the Board of Trustees and the Rev. John Harrell as secretary.
Operation of the school was reported to be in charge of "Mr. and Mrs.
Mecklin."
The following year, according to the Gazette (July 25) a Male and
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Female Seminary at Pine Bluff had among its trustees and supporters
the Rev. William P. Ratcliffe.
By another year, 1839, the Gazette (November 27) reported that
the Arkansas Conference had recognized the quality of the Batesville
Female Academy by voting to recommend it to the patronage of Methodists. It was operated by the Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Hunt; he was a
Methodist minister, formerly a member of the Kentucky Conference,
but now a local preacher. The conference appointed a committee to
conduct annual examinations, consisting of the Rev. George W. Morris,
presiding elder at Batesville; the Rev. Burwell Lee, assistant pastor in
the town; and the Rev. J. C. Parker, presiding elder at Little Rock.
In 1843 a letter writer identified in the Gazette (July 12) only as
"B" from Batesville wrote urging the establishing of a Methodist college
in Arkansas. But, alas, the time was not yet.
Methodist Churches Multiply-and Grow

The circuits spread and churches multiplied. The congregation at
Pine Bluff, organized probably about 1830 by John Henry, erected its
first building by 1837. Peter German, a blacksmith there and later a
member of the conference, was active in the purchase of the building
lot. 5
When German joined the conference in 1838, he was sent to Columbia Circuit, on which the area that is now Camden was a preaching place.
The first Methodist church building there was erected in 1839 and was
used for school, court, church, and other community purposes-the first
public building in what is now Ouachita County. 6 Camden Church has
been outstanding across the years. Among its pastors have been such
persons as Charles P. Turrentine, William P. Ratcliffe, Alexander B.
Winfield, Horace Jewell, Alonzo Monk, Andrew Hunter, John H. Dye,
Paul W . Quillian, W. Kenneth Pope, Claude M. Reves, Kenneth L.
Spore, W. Neill Hart, R. B. Moore, Francis A. Buddin, Roy I. Bagley,
George F. lvey, Edwin Dodson, and Clint D. Burleson. The history of
the church, written by the late Dr. Kenneth L. Spore, is one of the best
local Methodist church histories produced in Arkansas.
A congregation was organized at Rockport about 1832, as nearly as
can be determined. Rockport was an important crossing point on the
Ouachita River near Malvern. The Rev. John Henry is credited with the
organization, in the home of Christian Fenter. The town was evidently
a strong Methodist center, for in 1852 it was the center of a circuit that
included Hot Springs.
Religion in Hempstead County in this period fluctuated. After a
strong surge of Methodist piety in the Stevenson years, it had declined
by 1838, when John B. Denton wrote a friend in Texas: "The state of
religion in Hempstead {County} is anything else than very favourable.
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The love of many is truly waxed cold, others have backslidden and so
our Divine Master has suffered in the house of his friends." 7 Denton
had been one of the effective preachers in Arkansas in earlier years.
Speaking in praise of another preacher, Andrew Hunter wrote that the
other man "never had a peer west of the Mississippi as a pulpit orator
except John B. Denton... ." 8 Denton had a brilliant mind; after serving
as pastor a short time in Red River County, Texas, he became a lawyer.
We have already noted his death in Texas.
As early as 1839 the Blue Bayou Circuit (in Sevier County) decided
to provide a parsonage for its pastor. On the committee from the
quarterly conference were well-known names in Arkansas Methodism:
J. H. Carr, A. Turrentine, James Henry, L. C. Props, lemuel Wakelee,
John H. Props. They found a house for sale for $50; it was "eligibly
situated, well furnished with water of an excellent quality, and comfortably improved." 9 By 1842 the quarterly conference secured a district
parsonage. This was also a time of new church buildings. The conference recorded "new meeting houses" at Temperanceburg and plans
to erect a "contemplated chapel in the neighborhood of Bro. T. L. Patterson's." The conference named trustees for Ebenezer Meeting House,
presumably already built.
An institution that had considerable influence on Arkansas Methodism
was "Woodard's Class," organized in 183 7 on the Green Circuit in
Boonville District, Missouri. 10 The Rev. Harris G. Joplin, who had come
to the Arkansas Conference in 1831, was by 1837 in the Missouri Conference; and he helped organize this class at the home of Pitt and
Elizabeth Woodard on Little Sac River. Charter members included the
Woodards, Thomas and Susan White, Jacob and Margaret Vann, Pitt
Woodard Vann, Martha McKnight, and four slaves: Jacob, Agnes,
Jenny, and Chloe.
In July of 1837 William and Mary Winton came from East Tennessee
to the Woodard's community and joined the class, as did these others in
their party, related by blood or marriage: John Nix Winton, George
Mitchell Winton, Anthony and Jane (Winton) Bewley, Asbury and
Clementine (Winton) Bewley, and others. The Wintons came from
Muddy Creek, Roan County, where they maintained one of the early
camp meetings. John Winton was ordained local deacon by Bishop
Asbury in 1800_11 The two Bewley brothers mentioned above served later
in the Arkansas Conference. Mahlon Bewley and his sons, Nelson and
Robert had come to Arkansas by 1829 and served pastorates including
the church at Little Rock. Most of these stayed in the Methodist Episcopal Church when division came in 1844. One of the most widely-known
ministers coming out of this area later was Dr. George B. Winton, who
taught at Hendrix College and was editor of the Nashville Christian
Advocate, 1902-06.
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Residents of western Arkansas heard Methodist preaching by the mid
1820s. The Rev. Cephas Washburn at Dwight Mission wrote on January
2, 1832, that some of the recent converts "have united with the Methodists and Cumberland Presbyterians in the adjacent white settlements." 12
After occasional preaching in the area of Fort Smith and Van Buren,
each was listed as an appointment in 1840. In 1850 a building committee was named at Fort Smith that included the Rev. John Harrell,
who lived nearby; William M. Hunt; William A. Jackson; Reuben
Lewis; S. S. Sanger, Sr.; and a cornerstone was laid on April 15, 1853,
for Harrell's Chapei.l 3
By 1839 a colony of emigrants from North Carolina had reached
what is now Russellville. They secured a preacher named Emmett
(probably local) to come over and preach for them, and he organized
a small Methodist society. Camp meetings were held and a cemetery
established. Evidently preaching continued across the years, but it was
1873 before a formal church organization was made. 14
The church at Clarksville began in 1841, and the first building was
erected in 1843. Before this time Methodists worshipped at least some
of the time at a camp meeting site west of town.15 Since then this
church has been served by such pastors as I. L. Burrow, F. M. Paine,
B. H. Greathouse, Sidney H. Babcock, Stonewall Anderson, J. J. Galloway, H. Lynn Wade, Sam M. Yancey, Elmer H. Hook, Ethan W .
Dodgen, Paul M. Bumpers, and W . Henry Goodloe.
When the conference met again at Batesville in 1841, Bishop Morris
noted that the society of Methodists there had erected a handsome and
spacious brick chapel. He commended the citizens of Batesville and of
all of Arkansas for their intelligence and friendliness. Preaching to the
Negroes was carded on at the courthouse at the same time as it was for
whites in the chapel.
Conference Sessions

The one-year-old Arkansas Conference met in Little Rock in 1837.
Dr. Andrew Hunter recalled some details in his Recollections:
The Conference held its sessions in the Campbellite, or as we say now, the
Christian Church. It was a small frame building on an alley between Main and
Scott Streets . ... Little Rock was then a small village, about 2000 or 2500
in population. Very few houses above 4th Street. .. . The old Second Street
Church [Methodist} as it was called, was in an unfortunate condition. It had
just been covered and floored and windowed, and doors hung but no seats.
Temporary seats had been prepared for the conference occasion. Blocks had
been sawed off the proper length; on these planks had been laid, rough,
undressed planks; on these were seated the congregations that assembled. Sunday was a great day as it always was. . . .

In 1838 the conference met at Washington, Hempstead County. Since
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there was no church building, the conference sessions were held in "a
small room on a back street," as Dr. Hunter put it in his Recollections.
Public preaching sessions were held in the courthouse. Dr. Hunter
described what must have been one of the memorable aspects of the
conference:
At this conference, William Stevenson, the pioneer preacher, made us a visit.
think he hailed from Texas or some outside place." Twenty one years before he was sent to the Hot Springs Circuit with John Harris to plant Methodism in the wilderness, and now he meets an annual conference in the bounds
of the old Mound Prairie Circuit that he himself had formed more than a
score of years before. He was a tall old man, had lost one eye, thin-visaged
and looked like a battle-scarred soldier who had seen service in the Army of
the Lord. His presence did much to inspire those of us who were younger.

In 1840 the conference met in Little Rock at the time the legislature
was in session-and the Methodists had a chance to participate in state
affairs. Dr. Hunter is still our informant in his Recollections:
Gov. James S. Conway had served the first four years of Arkansas statehood
and Archibald Yell had been elected and was to be inaugurated. One morning
a committee from the legislature appeared in the conference, and addressing
the President [Bishop Beverly Waugh} stated that they had been sent to invite
the Conference to the Inauguration of the Governor-Elect, and to invite the
President to offer prayer on that occasion.
Of course the Conference gave consent and at 3 p.m. we all assembled at
the principal hotel. The Masons, Odd Fellows, the Conference, and Citizens
formed the procession and march two by two to the hall of the representatives.
. . . [when all were in place} it was announced that Bishop Waugh would
offer Prayer. Such a prayer is seldom heard. It opened with confession of sin,
personal and national; thanksgiving for our form of government, for material
prosperity, and invocation for each department of government . . . and then
for him who was to take on himself the responsibility of Chief Executive of a
sovereign state. A more appropriate prayer never was heard. .

The State of the Church-and the State

As Bishop Thomas A. Morris concluded his visit in 1841 to the
Arkansas Conference, his memory turned back to 1836 when, also in
Batesville, he organized the conference:
Very few of the original members remain. . . . Still they are a choice band
of brethren, and are accomplishing a good and glorious work . . .. [But] We
would not deceive any brother.... The country is yet comparatively new, and,
consequently, that chapels are scarce, and parsonages are scarcer; that the currency is depreciated . . . and that some of the circuits are situated in a latitude
low and sickly. ... Methodism, I am sorry to say, appears to be less efficient
in its operations, and therefore less influential, in Arkansas generally, than it
should be, but there is no reason for this state of things being perpetuated.
The people are generally well disposed to receive our views of Christianity.

••

• It was Claiborne Parish, Louisiana.
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At least some persons were buying and reading religious books, for
they were being offered for sale in Little Rock by Lincoln's Book Store.
The store advertised these titles in the Arkansas Gazette for January
24, 1838: Dick's Philosophy, Harvey's Meditation, Campbell's and Purcell's Debates on the Roman Catholic Religion, Trial and Acquittal of
Lyman Beecher, Wilson's Plea in the Case of Lyman Beecher, Abbott's
Young Christian, Hunter's Sacred Biography and Barnes' Notes on the
Gospels.
Other strong influences for a "good society" were manifested. The
Masonic Lodge in Little Rock held a celebration in June, 1838, of the
birth of John the Baptist, conducting a procession through the principal
streets of the city and "holding religious exercises and an address at the
Methodist church." 17
The press and pulpit gave much consideration to ways of controlling
excessive drinking. Church members were moving toward a position of
total abstinence on a personal level and the curtailment, if not prohibition, of liquor sales on the public level. The Gazette editorialized (February 27, 1839) about efforts to suppress the "pernicious practice" of
drinking intoxicants, especially to excess. "God knows we have our
share of drinkers in Arkansas, and any plan for lessening the number
will meet the approbation of the public." Some doubt was expressed
whether prohibitions alone would do the job. "There is a certain spirit
of independence which prevents men accepting even an acknowledged
benefit when it is attempted to be forced on them against their will." A
report in the Gazette for 1849 (August 19) stated that whereas Mississippi and Tennessee, more heavily populated than Arkansas, shipped
in 2,326,000 and 1,365,000 gallons of domestic spirits, respectively,
Arkansas was getting 3,800,000 gallons annually.
All the major towns reported temperance societies and Bible societies.
The Fayetteville Witness (quoted in the Gazette for February 24,
1840) said, "The general appearance of our town is quite altered" after
getting fifty new members of the temperance society. The Rev. Pleasant
S; Tackitt, Methodist, reported a temperance society organized at a
camp meeting at Boiling Springs on Illinois Bayou, Pope County. Othe~
Methodists involved were George W. Morris and D. W. Colquette. 1
Incidentally, Tackitt was elected to the state legislature that fall. No
wonder the Gazette had a headline on September 21, 1842, "The Temperance Ball Rolling Over Arkansas." One letter writer in the Gazette
(October 12, 1842), signed only "XX," questioned the right of a person to sell alcoholic beverages because of their effect on human life.
About this time Alfred W. Arrington reappeared on the Arkansas
scene as a great friend of temperance. We saw him last ten years earlier
as he hastily departed from the pastorate of the Little Rock Methodist
Church. Later his ministerial credentials were withdrawn, and he was
expelled from the church for irregularities in his marital status. Even-

This pulpit, made by
Caleb Davis (left) about
1840, was used for many
years in Davis Chapel near
Russellville. Mr. Davis
was a Methodist for 75
years and a Sunday school
teacher for 55 . His wife
was Elizabeth Tackitt, a
sister of the Rev. Pleasant
Tackitt.

tually he returned to public life, became a lawyer, and was elected to
the Arkansas legislature from the Fayetteville area. In this capacity
he served brilliantly; and when he offered to speak at a temperance
rally in Little Rock on November 17, 1842, he was chosen. The rally
was labeled the First Annual Celebration of the Arkansas State Temperance Society; following a downtown parade, a mass meeting was held
at the Methodist church where Arrington gave the major address. Chairman of the rally was the Rev. W . W . Stevenson, Presbyterian, and
among other members on the committee was W . E. Woodruff, editor
of the Gazette. The paper reported (November 23) that Arrington's
"address was delivered with great power and effect, and abounded in
chaste, picturesque, and eloquent diction. It was listened to . . . with
much admiration and applause, by a large assembly." Methodists were
undoubtedly embarrassed by Mr. Arrington's reappearance in Little
Rock and by his obvious effectiveness as a temperance speaker. His
earlier indiscretions continued to dog his political career, and he withdrew from politics and moved out of the state. Yet he still was heard
from-in Texas, Boston, New York, and Chicago.19
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What It Meant to Be a Preacher in Arkansas

We have already seen examples of early-day preachers' difficult times
in Arkansas. One student ;eported that "Resistance to preachers in the
early years [1822} was so strong that it led the legislature to enact a
law punishing any person who maliciously or contemptuously disturbed
a congregation of worshippers." 20
Bishop Thomas A. Morris, who organized the Arkansas Conference at
Batesville in 1836, wrote a few years later that adventurous young
preachers who wanted to learn the nature of front~r preaching should
come to Arkansas or Texas and they would soon learn. "Let them camp
out, kill, roast, and eat wild meat, study their Bibles, pray, and sleep
with their feet to the fire. . . . One such campaign . . . would make
them sound men, buoyant in spirit, and ready for a frontier circuit or
mission." The bishop also commented, "Any man who has intelligence
enough to be a Methodist preacher, knows that ours is not a lucrative
profession." 21
The early preachers needed moral stamina and a certain amount
of physical fearlessness. Some were better endowed than others in these
qualities. In the 1830s the Rev. William Mulkey assisted the Rev.
]. W. P. McKenzie in an appointment in the conference just north of
Red River. He was an efficient boxer and could look after himself quite
handily when necessary. Once he was asked what he would do if someone threatened to whip him, and his reply was: "I would say to him, Sir,
if the Lord give me grace I will bear it, but if he don't, woe be to your
hide." 22
Yet the way, though hard, was not without compensations; and the
preachers did not lack for appreciation by the members of the churches
-and many from outside the churches. In most cases, the home of a
member was, when needed, the home of the preacher. The people shared
generously their small possessions. Most of all they shared their faith and
their hope, and they joined hands-laity and ministers-to witness to
their Lord and to serve him faithfully.
Status and Prospects by 1844

The year 1844 was a turning point for Arkansas Methodism because
of three major external and several internal, changes or developments
that occurred. First, American Methodism was split asunder in 1844 over
issues related to slavery. We noted in Chapter I the beginnings of tensions over this issue; we have purposefully left out such references in this
chapter in order to devote all of a later chapter to this subject. Slavery
and its aftermath had deep and abiding consequences for Arkansas
Methodism.
A second external turning point was the removal of Indian mission
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work from the Arkansas Conference through the creation of the Indian
Missionary Conference. While the removal meant giving up the responsibility for this large mission field, there was left a residue of missionary concern that resulted in ( 1) continued assistance to Indian
Methodists across the years, and ( 2) stimulus for an outstanding record
of persons going from Arkansas to overseas mission work.
A third external turning point was the splitting off of all Northeast
Texas Methodist groups and placing them in the East Texas Conference.
This, too, was logical, since the Texas boundary line had by 1844 been
clearly defined. Earlier this area was in dispute between Arkansas and
Texas and had been in what was then Miller County, Arkansas, which
included a large area south of Red River.
These last two events reduced the area and temporarily the membership of the Arkansas Conference. But it made the conference area more
compact and thus the scope of its responsibility was clearer.
Certain internal developments in the conference and among the
membership also could be considered determinative for the future of
the denomination. First, Methodism had planted its roots firmly in Arkansas soil. Methodists, as we have noted, were among the responsible
citizens of the state and were a functioning part of a society that was
thriving, becoming stabilized, and on the way to being educated and
cultured.
Second, Methodism in the state was developing an established, professional ministry. Much glory goes to the early preachers; they were
sacrificial, underpaid, ill-housed, and endured untold hardships in merely
traveling the circuits. Gradually, as many of the early preachers dropped
out for reasons of health or family support, they were replaced by others
who could give full and undivided attention to the pastoral and preaching ministry.
These early years, as we have noted, saw the beginning of constructive ministry by several preachers whose labors continued to help build
Arkansas Methodism for many years to come. Among these were such
persons as Mahlon Bewley and his sons, Nelson and Robert, who pioneered in the northwestern part of the state; Burwell Lee, who preached
for nearly fifty years; William P. Ratcliffe, for many years secretary of
the conference; Andrew Hunter, called by James A. Anderson "the
patriarch of Arkansas Methodism" because of his fifty-three years of active service; John J. Roberts, who won over 6,000 converts in his forty
years of ministry; Jacob Shook, who was especially instrumental in helping to rebuild the church after the Civil War; Jonathan Wayland, whose
father helped Eli Lindsey organize Flat Creek Church in 1815, with the
Wayland ministry continuing through Jonathan's son, E. T. Wayland,
and his great grandson, Ewing T. Wayland, editor of the Arkansas
Methodist, later editorial director of Together and The Christian Advocate, national publications of the church, and now a high official with
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the Council on Finance and Administration; and Thomas George
Tucker Steel, who came from the Pittsburgh Conference in 1842 and
whose legacy has been carried on by his son, Dr. Edward Robert Steel,
and grandson, Dr. Marshall T. Steel.
A third development was progress in building church structures adequate for worship and for nurture. This made possible more effective
church programs and enabled members to express their Christian profession through a greater variety of activities.
A fourth indication of a maturing Methodism in the state was the
proposal in 1836 to establish a manual labor school and two seminaries
of learning. The two institutions were not established, but the goal had
been set of providing education for the rising generation.
A final influential factor in shaping Arkansas Methodism at this
point in history was that the people were beginning to have their elemental needs for food, shelter, and clothing met. They could now turn
their attention more easily to cultural and religious activities.
The Methodists of Arkansas by 1844 were established in strategic
parts of the state and were ready to expand their presence and influence
in the years ahead.

