We are going to try something different today.  


Instead of me describing a scene from a movie,


 I am going to show you a scene from a movie.  

It is a scene that incorporates everything that this verse is trying to tell us about Jesus.  


How Jesus is the source above all sources.


How each one of us has a choice about how we react to Jesus.


How brilliant and life changing life with Jesus is.

So I invite you to enjoy this scene from Christmas Vacation.  


As you may know, 



Clark Griswald has been working for days 




putting up 25,000 twinkle lights,





 only to have none of them work.  



Clark has checked all the bulbs 




and has neighbors who do not understand his enthusiasm for the light.

Show Movie
I would like to walk through this scene via the text from John.  

John's text is most likely set during the time feast of tabernacles.  


During this week long festival, 



people make temporary houses to stay in, 




to remember the time of wandering in the Desert.  


They remember the three ways that God was present to them there.  



In providing manna from heaven is the first, 




which Jesus claimed to be in chapter 6 as the bread of life.  



In providing water from the rock is the second, 




which Jesus claimed to be in chapter 7 as the living water.  



The third way God was present to Israel, 




was as the burning pillar of fire.  

Each nigh during the festival, 


four pillars standing 75 feet tall, 



would be lit 


that brought light to every corner of the temple and beyond.  

This bright light is similar to what we see in Clark's house.  


There were other houses that had lights on.  


The Griswald house had the interior lights on.  

But this moment of 25,000 twinkle lights coming on 


was a brilliance of light people had not seen.  


It was a light that changed the way they reacted.  

It actually, 


according to the Gospel writer,



 was not “a light.”  



It was “the light of the world.”  




Not one of many, 




but the one from whom all other lights get their source.

I saw this highlighted in our short clip, 


in the draining of power from every other house around.  



Only to have light again, 


when the nuclear switch was thrown.  

This is what we mean when we say, 


“Jesus is the light of the world,” 


and Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”  

This is an exclusive claim.  


This is a claim of Jesus' 



that gets us in trouble in a pluralistic society 



where we want to tell everyone whatever they believe is right to them.  

If we are a follower of Jesus and his word, 


we can not say anything else is a light to the world, 


to the universe.  

Only Jesus is the light.  


Again, 



see that house with blackness all around it.

This exclusive position of Jesus 


is balanced with a very inclusive invitation.  

“Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,


 but will have the light of life.”  

Not just some people, 


but whoever, 


anyone, 


even a person who meets no human standards of goodness right now. 

If any person who has ever lived, 

is living, 

or will live, 


follows Jesus.  

They will never walk in darkness, 


but have the light of life.  

In our clip, 


this is illustrated two different ways.

The first way is with the flipping of the switch.  


Up until the aunt 


and then Ellen flip the switch, 



there is no light.  


But once the choice is made, 



darkness reigns no more.


Notice the soundtrack choice as the light comes on the first time.



O Come All Ye Faithful.



An invitation to all those who would believe that Jesus is the light.  

The second is in the classic moment of Clark 


connecting the power chords together.  

This connecting to the source of power 


brings the light that has been longed for the whole time.  

This joy of the light is demonstrated in Clark 


calling the whole family to see what has happened 


and to enjoy the light of life he has found.  



The stress of family, 



the bonus check, 



and the an extra set of in-laws has not been easy on Clark.  

But when the light breaks into the darkness, 


all of these things are put into perspective.  



The tensions of the moment 




are replaced with the joy of living in the light.

Now unfortunately, 


if an exclusive claim has been made, 


it's reciprocal is also made.  

Those who do not follow Jesus 


will walk in darkness.  

This is illustrated in Clark's neighbors.  


They are in the darkness 


and continue to prefer the darkness.  

Like we mentioned last week, 


they assumed the too bright position 


and tried to function in the dark.  



Causing them first to trip over each other.  



After seeing the light, 




they don't turn on lights in their house, 



but continue to dwell in darkness.  

To quote John 3:19 


“Light that has come into the world, 



but people loved darkness instead of light 




because their deeds were evil.”  

Now light is constantly pursuing us, 


so the light comes again 


and is rejected again, 



hence the fall down the stairs.  

When we have been dwelling in darkness, 


the light is blinding 



and we can not continue functioning as we always have.

Now we live in a world that is desiring for something different.  


My sister has picked up the term, 



“Living her best life.”  

But even our best life 


is not what Jesus is calling us to.  

Clark is trying to produce the best Christmas ever.  


He goes to extraordinary lengths



 to try and do so.  

But the reality is, 


someone has already done what is necessary for the best life, 



it is called living in the light of life.  


Someone has already had the best Christmas ever.  

Both these claims are centered around Jesus.  


Because he is claiming to be God with us.  


He is stepping into that role of leading the people in the darkness 



by being a pillar of fire.  

As he does so, 


he will provide things in ways 



the people never could have done by themselves, 



and still can not do by themselves.  

We are left to make a decision this day 


and every day after.  

Do we follow Jesus in our walk 

and avoid the darkness 


and embrace the light of life instead?  

Or do we follow something else 


and live in the darkness 



and avoid the light of life.

To be clear, 


the same issues of life are still there 



whether we walk in the light 



or in the darkness.  

Nothing changed with the house, 


except that light was now able to be seen from space coming from it.  

The light is here 


to change how we see the issues that face us.  

If we are following Jesus, 


we will understand that the world is broken, 


that suffering is part of our calling, 


and that we are not in control, 



but the one who we are following is.  


We will be able to see how he is facing these issues 



and join Jesus in the process of making all things new.  


We will be able to join him in being a light to the nations.  

But if we are not following Jesus, 


the same issues are attacks on us as individuals, 


are things to be conquered and vanquished, 


are sources of great consternation for us.  



Because we are dependent upon ourselves to make them right.

One last glimpse at the movie to show the difference of light and the darkness.  


The light comes on the last time, 



and the Hallelujah chorus is cued.  

Which is perfectly appropriate, 


as Handel's Messiah anticipates the coming of our Lord 



to reign over his Kingdom which is breaking in,




 just like the light.  

Again, 


we look at the people's responses to the light.  

One is Clark and Ellen hugging, 


the whole family basking in the light in joy.  

The other is the neighbors, 


the female with her back to the light, 



crying about her carpet 


and the male recovering from a concussion in a dark room 



at the bottom of the stairs



with his back to the light.  

The choice is always there on how to react to the light.  


We follow it 



and walk in the light of life.  


Or go our own way 



and walk in darkness.  

I would rather bask in the light 


than cry over carpet and fall down stairs.  



How about you?
