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9th ANNUAL HOLIDAY IN HAGUE

Community Center at First Snow

First Prize
Sliver Bay Association

Ecomonic Stimulus Tree
Third Place
Hague Market

Second Prize
Zacharenko’s Adirondack Bear
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HOLIDAY IN HAGUE PARADE

SENIOR OF THE YEAR
The Hague Chamber of Commerce selected Madeline Pelkey
as the 2009 Senior Citizen of the
Year. Sal Santaniello presented a
plaque to Maddie, President of the
Hague Senior Citizens Club, at the
annual Senior Christmas luncheon.
The plaque cited her “many years
of dedicated service to the Hague
Community.”

Maddie has been the force behind the tremendous success
of the Hague Memorial Day Parade for the last several years.
She has also been the Senior Club President for most of those
years.

Madeline Pelkey, nee Blair, was a graduate of Hague High
School. She is married to Bill Pelkey and they have one son,
Steve, Operations Manager for WOKO radio. After living in
New Jersey and Vermont, they moved back to Hague in retirement. Fortunately for Hague, their “retirement” has been an
active volunteer life and help for fellow citizens.

HAGUE CUB SCOUTS

The Hague Chronicle joins in adding congratulations to
Maddie for this well-deserved award! We also salute Maddie as
our choice for Volunteer of the Month!

SENIOR CLUB’S ELVES

Cup Scout Pack 73, chartered to the Hague Fish and Game
Club, marched in the Holiday in Hague parade. Left to right:
Jaden May, Den Leader Corrina Woods, Noah Ahern, Hayden
Scuderi, Tony Martucci, Caiden Meehan and Devin May.

Bob Caldera, Kay Caldera, Diane Snyder, Ray Snyder
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HOLIDAY IN HAGUE

SENIOR CLUB NEWS

A wonderful time was had by all who attended the 9th annual Holiday in Hague on Saturday, December 5, 2009. Downtown was lined with beautifully decorated Christmas trees,
along with homes and businesses showing off their holiday
cheer. We gathered on a brisk Saturday afternoon at the Town
Park where the parade began. Santa and Mrs. Claus rode to the
Town Hall in a wagon drawn by an antique tractor, escorted by
many of his four-legged friends who were all decked out for the
occasion. The Yada Yada Women’s group, which meets every
Tuesday in Hague, made a three layer birthday cake that stood
six feet high for their float. It truly was a beautiful float that
reminded us all of the reason behind this season.

Well, it appears that we may just have a 'White Christmas'
after all. I know that many of us would love to have fall weather all year round, while others can't wait to take part in all the
Adirondack winter activities. Whichever, the snow draped trees
still help to put us all in the holiday spirit.

We all followed Santa to the Town Hall where we were
greeted by volunteer elves who decorated the main hall with a
festive flare. The children made gingerbread houses and decorated cupcakes in Santa’s likeness. Silver Bay Association had
a silent auction with brilliant gifts, and the Garden Club had
balsam wreaths along with White Elephant items for sale.
At the conclusion of the party prizes were awarded to the
best dressed dogs and cash prizes awarded to the top three decorated trees. First prize of $100 went to the Silver Bay Association tree with a candy land theme, second place of $50 went to
the Zacharenko family’s Adirondack Bear tree, and third place
of $25 went to the Hague Market who adorned their tree with
goodies available at the market.
Thank you to all who made this yet another memorable
holiday in this wonderful town and to Mother Nature who provided just enough snow to set the scene. … Kris Zacharenko

HAGUE MEMORY TREE
Diane Trudeau and
ing the memory of Disier, and her brother,
Hague Memory Tree at
All proceeds will go
names will also be
ary issue of The

Bertha Dunsmore are continuane’s mother, Imogene FraDale, by putting up the
the Community Center.
to the HVFD.
The
published in the JanuHague Chronicle.

To include
someone on the
Memory Tree, please send
$1.00 per name. Checks can
be made payable to Hague Chamber of Commerce BUT mailed
to Community Center Memory Tree, PO Box 509, Hague,
NY 12836. Donations can also be given to Diane or Bertha at
the Community Center.

Meanwhile, the Club's November meeting was truly a fun
afternoon. Our guests, Stan and Cathie Burdick, presented their
Holiday Program which was clever, humorous and totally delightful. It was filled with neat stories, audience interacting
skits, and numerous Comic Posters, of course all personally
drawn by Stan, and each accompanied with a humorous bit.
They are a talented duo!
The Senior Christmas Party was held on Tuesday, December 8th, at the Hague Fire House. Our guest list of 65 gaily
dressed people included the Town Officials and their Staff, plus
three members of the Chamber of Commerce, who were there
to make their big announcement of this year's Senior of the
Year! The dining room was festively decorated, Christmas
music was playing and 'Katy the Caterer' and her crew did a
super job. The table presentations were inviting, the food totally delicious and everyone had a marvelous time. Our Supervisor Dan gave a few words of welcome and holiday wishes.
Then, as President, I gave a brief rundown on the past year's
activities and thanked the Town Board for their financial support of not only the Club, but also for the Memorial Day Celebration which we sponsor. Their backing enables the Hague
Senior Citizens to remain a productive and forward moving
organization.
As for the Chamber of Commerce and their long awaited
announcement, we held off for that until just before dessert!!
Spokesman Sal Santanello took over the microphone and proceeded to describe an individual from Hague, building up to
revealing his secret name, as he always does, and much to my
numbing surprise, he named, "Madeline Pelkey". Well, I was
'blown away', but humbly and tearfully accepted this most prestigious award. With so many, many active and deserving individuals in this Town, I am honored and sincerely thank you.
Hague is a very special town with a lot of special people and I
am proud to be part of it.
The Senior Club's first meeting in 2010 will be on Tuesday,
January 26th, 1:30 pm at the Community Center. Until then the
Club and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy New Year!
...Madeline Pelkey

THE HAGUE CHRONICLE is mailed out by volunteers on the Thursday after the third Tuesday of each month. The
News deadline is six days earlier.
Please send news or address corrections to the Publisher, Judy Stock at
<HagueChronicle@nycap.rr.com>.
The Hague Chronicle is supported by its readers and you may send your yearly (check your label for due date) tax
deductible contribution, made out to The Hague Chronicle to:
THE HAGUE CHRONICLE
PO Box 748
Hague, NY 12836-0748
Editor/Publisher: Judy Stock (518-543-6517)
Editorial Staff: Pat McDonough, Kris Zacharenko

Treasurer: George Ianson
Layout Editor: Jim Henderson

Our website: www.thehaguechronicle.org
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TOWN BOARD MEETING - 12/8/09
Members present: Supervisor Dan Belden, Mark Martucci,
Rudy Meola and Edna Frasier. Dick Gladu, who had recent
knee surgery, was absent.
After the Pledge of Allegiance, a moment of silence was
held for Ruth Dunklee Ives, Michael Manning, Betty Braisted,
Tony Morette, Floyd Tyler, Harold Chamberlain and Robert
Mayer.
Supervisor Belden thanked the Highway Department for
putting up the tree and lights at the Community Center and the
lights down at the Park. He also thanked several individuals
who helped decorate the Community Center – Cathy Clark,
Edna Frasier, Bertha Dunsmore, Kaley Manning, Debbie Manning, Pat Hintze, Carolyn Close and Judy Stock.
Art Steitz requested that the Board ask Time Warner Cable
to bring back Channel 5 as one of our cable channels so we can
get local news and weather. The Board has contacted them
before but Dan will call a representative from Time Warner to
come to a Board meeting to explain it.
Steve Ramant reported that the Fish & Game Club will be
holding their Fishing Contest in February, including an Ice
Fishing Clinic for kids and novices, and would like some money after the first of the year. Supervisor Belden said there is
$2500 budgeted for them from the occupancy tax.
In response to a question from Councilman Meola on a
followup on the minutes of November 10, 2009, Councilwoman
Frasier said that she and Councilman Martucci had been busy
with interviews this month but would look into the Community
Center utilization study at the first of the year.
The November minutes noted that the Town had paid a bill
for soil removal that had not been authorized but Supervisor
Belden indicated that it will be reimbursed by the County.
Councilman Meola said he checked with Bill Lamy who said
that the County will only pay $3,160 of it. The rest will have to
be submitted for reimbursement to the EPA and there is no
guarantee so it may or may not get paid.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Buildings & Grounds/Enhancement (Martucci/Frasier):
Councilman Mark Martucci reported that work on the east
porch has begun but new plans are being formulated since there
are building code issues.
Councilwoman Frasier said that she and Councilman
Martucci are recommending for the next year that the Town
continue with the current cleaning service which comes 2 days
per week and then use a part time maintenance person with
flexible hours to do other necessary work. The committee interviewed and picked out “four excellent candidates” who understand the job description and would be willing to work full
time or part time (20 hours per week). The Board approved
hiring Bob Rafferty for the position.

Finance & Insurance (Frasier/Martucci):
Councilwoman Frasier noted that one insurance plan will
be going up 14% and hospitalization will go up 15%.
Councilman Meola said the November bank statement
showed a balance in the consolidated account of $1,939,925.83
with a yield of 0.25%. He asked why that money is being kept
in an account that only pays ¼ of 1 percent. He noted that the
Board appointed Supervisor Belden as the financial officer and
he should be in charge of researching a better rate.
Highway (Martucci/Gladu):
Councilman Martucci said that Highway Superintendent
Smith has hired Matt Coffin to fill the vacancy in the Department. The Board ratified this decision since they are in charge
of the finances.
Recreation, Promotion & Youth (Meola/Martucci):
Councilman Martucci reported that the County will rehire
Mike Consuelo for 2010. He brought in 17 new events to the
Lake George area.
Sewer Districts #1 and #2 (Belden/Frasier):
Supervisor Belden reported that the contractor for Sewer
District #2 is done but 5% of the money has not yet been released by the county. $2.8 million was borrowed but the District will have to pay back less than $2 million. The Supervisor
is also meeting with US Representative Scott Murphy to try to
get some stimulus money to bring the capital costs down further.
Transfer Station (Gladu/Meola):
Councilman Meola reported that because of the closing of
the Champlain Bridge, Casella is moving where they are taking
the waste but the agreement with Casella remains in effect.
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:
1. Linda Benway has indicated she will not reapply for the
position of Animal Control Officer/Dog Control Officer.
2. A letter was received from the State Comptroller dated
12/2/09 informing the Town that it has been selected for
an audit of real property taxes from 2007 - 2009.
NEW BUSINESS
1. The Board passed Resolution #81 of 2009 supporting a
People’s Constitutional Convention for New York State.
2. The Board passed Resolution #82 of 2009 to authorize the
Supervisor to enter into an agreement with Warren County
for Snow & Ice Control.
3. The Board approved the appointment of Rudy Meola to
continue to serve on the Warren County Youth Board.

Councilwoman Frasier thanked the ladies at the Community Center for the excellent job they have been doing in filling in
as necessary.
12/09
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORT & COUNTY REPORTS:

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - 11/19/09

Supervisor Belden noted that he was unable to vote against
the proposed Warren County sales tax increase because he was
out of town for Thanksgiving vacation. He said it is not a dead
issue because that was just to send it to the State and there will
be another vote in January with five new supervisors on the
County Board.

The meeting was cancelled due to lack of applications. Representatives from the ZBA on the Code Modification
Committee are Robert Goetsch, George Ianson and Marty Fitzgerald, II. The December meeting will be held on the 17th.

The end of the year Town Board meeting will take place on
December 29, 2009 to close the books.

Chairman E J Siwek, Bruce Clark, Pam Peterson, Dick
Frasier, Mike Cherubini and John Brown were present and Martin Fitzgerald, Sr. was absent. E J Siwek, Dick Frasier and Michael Cherubini are the Planning Board representatives to the
Code Modification Committee

TOWN OF HAGUE BUDGET SUMMARY 2010
T OWN OF HAGUE BUDGET SUMMARY FOR 2010
Less
Less
Estimated Unexpended
Amount to be
Appropriated
Revenues Balanc e
Raised by T ax

Fund
General Fund
Highway Fund
Highway Reserve
Capital Fund
Streetsc ape
Oc c upanc y T ax
Sewer #2- Capital
Street Lights
Fire/Ambulanc e
Sewer Dist #1
Sewer Dist #2
T otals

T ownwide
Street Light Dist
Fire & Ambulanc e

$814,628
$630,973
$149,535
$189,974
$319,500
$30,800
$195,246
Spec ial Distric ts
$10,600
$252,305
$132,465
$88,546

$545,136
$622,488
$50,200
$200
$200
$29,800
$195,246

$269,492
$8,485
$99,335
$189,774
$319,300
$1,000
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$15
$100
$132,465
$64,110

$500
$500
$0
$24,436

$10,085
$251,705
$0
$0

$2,814,572 $1,639,960

$912,822

$261,790

Assessed
Value
2010 Levy 2010 T ax Rate 2009 Rate
c hange
$439,719,452
$0
0
0
0
$40,323,841
$10,085 0.250100183 0.255367955 - 2.06%
$443,715,674
$251,705 0.567266416 0.519186239 9.26%

PARTIAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS
David Martucci, Sole Assessor, urges all primary residence homeowners to contact the office (543-6161) to see if
they are eligible for the following exemptions:
Senior Citizens’ exemption: primary residence homeowners over age 65 with the following household income ceilings for the listed taxing jurisdictions:
County

$23,700 ( Includes sliding scale )

Town

$23,700 ( Includes sliding scale )

School

$30,399 ( Includes sliding scale )

This exemption must be renewed each year. Renewal
forms will be sent in late December to those who had this exemption last year.
Enhanced STAR exemption: primary residence homeowners over age 65 with household income less than
$74,700. This exemption must be renewed each year unless an
Optional Verification form is submitted. Renewal forms will be
sent in late December to those who had this exemption last year.
Basic STAR exemption: all primary residence homeowners. This exemption does not have to be renewed each year,
once the first application is approved.
Veterans’ exemption: primary residence homeowners with
military service during wartime periods. This exemption does
not have to be renewed each year.
Details and applications are available Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9 am to 3 pm. The filing deadline is March
1, 2010.

PLANNING BOARD – 12/3/09

MANN (43.13-1-20) 34 Bayberry Lane (TR-1)
The applicant would like to enlarge an existing deck by 120
sq. ft. in Cape Cod Village. The Board set up a site visit.

COMPLIMENTARY WINTER MEMBERSHIP

Silver Bay is offering a complimentary community membership to all local year round residents. The membership is
available from December 6, 2009 through March 13, 2010 and
includes access to the Fitness Center (elliptical trainers, stairmasters, treadmills, recumbent bikes, Cybex weight equipment
and free weights.), hiking trails, library, snow shoes, special
events, Spiritual Life Programs, and ice fishing access off Slim
Point.
Taking advantage of this complimentary winter membership is an excellent opportunity to join Silver Bay in our mission to "renew, refresh, and nurture your spirit, mind, and
body." A monthly schedule of hours and events will be published in the Silver Bay Breeze which will be available online
as well as at the Front Desk located within the main Inn. For
additional information and details please call 518-543-8833 or
visit <www.silverbay.org>.

WOOD LOT OWNERS AND PORTABLE MILLS
DIRECTORY
The Greater Adirondack Resource Conservation and Development Council (RC&D) is currently focusing on updating their
directory of portable sawmills for the benefit of both local landowners and portable sawmill owners in an effort to link the two
groups together. The Council plans to make this information
available to landowners regionally. If you wish to list your
portable mill and have it posted online at the website presently
under construction, contact the Greater Adirondack RC&D
Council office at 518-623-3090 to participate.

The HVFD sends wishes for a Merry Christmas and a safe holiday season!
12/09
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PEOPLE’S CONVENTION TO REFORM NY

FISH AND GAME CLUB NEWS

On December 16, 2009, a Town Hall meeting was held in
West Glens Falls by a group, including our State Assemblywoman Teresa Sayward, to discuss a proposed “People’s Convention to Reform New York.” According to their press release
this convention is a grassroots, non-partisan reform effort to
empower citizens so they can take back their state government
and chart a positive, new direction for our state.

The Hague Fish & Game Club wishes Merry Christmas to
all and a Happy New Year. We have just announced an exciting
new addition to our 51st Northern Lake George Ice Fishing
Tournament, scheduled for February 27 - 28, 2010. A "kids &
novice" ice fishing clinic will be held on Saturday at the Hague
Beach, from 8 am to noon. The instructor for the clinic will be
Shawn Hayes, "The Fish Whisperer", Strikemaster & Clam Pro
Staff and will be assisted by Jamie Valadyka, "The Fishhound."
Equipment will be provided for the first 50 participants. A hot
dog lunch for the class will be at noon near the Visitors Center. This clinic is open to all ages, so come out and learn to
fish like the Pros. See you all on the hardwater!!

A “People’s Convention” would put the power to change
government in citizens’ hands and deliver the real change New
York needs, including fiscal and governmental reforms such as
a property tax and state spending cap, along with term limits for
Legislative Leaders and a succession plan for state offices.
The question of whether New York should convene a People’s Convention will automatically go before voters in 2017.
This non-partisan legislation – “The People’s Convention to
Reform New York Act” (Assembly Bill A.9157) – would move
up the opportunity for reform by seven years.
The Hague Town Board passed a supporting resolution at
their December meeting to “acknowledge the need for true state
government reform and urge the immediate passage” of the
legislation to form a People’s Convention. The resolution also
includes a request that “the delegates consider government reforms such as a state spending cap and property tax cap, restrictions on unfunded mandates, debt reform, an absolute ban
on backdoor borrowing, public authorities reform, a clear line
of succession to the governorship and lieutenant governorship
and elections to fill elected state office vacancies.”
For more information you can contact Assemblywoman
Sayward or Larissa Randall, her representative for Consituent
Affairs
in
Glens
Falls,at
518-792-4546
or
<randall@assembly.state.ny.us>. There is also a website for
this movement, < www.reformny.org>.

CCE JANUARY EVENTS
The Cornell Cooperative Extension of Warren County
(CCE), <counties.cce.cornell.edu/warren>, has announced
events for January as follows:
Master Gardener Training - CCE and neighboring counties
are now accepting applications for Master Gardener volunteers.
The training will begin on January 25, 2010. For more information call Julie Nathanson at 518-623-3291 or 518- 668-4881.
Southern Adirondack RAPP (Relatives As Parents Program) - Coffee and Conversation Group, January 11, 2010 from
6:30-8:00 pm at the Glens Falls YMCA. For more information
call Roxanne Westcott at 518-668-4881.
Save Energy, Save Dollars - January 14, 2010 from 1 - 3
pm at the Warren County One Stop Career Center Northway
Plaza, Rte. 9, Queensbury. Pre-registration is required by calling 518-668-4881.

Curious About Credit? - January 21, 2010 from 1 - 3
pm, Warren County One Stop Career Center Northway
Plaza, Rte. 9, Queensbury. Pre-registration is required by
calling 518-668-4881.

... Steve Ramant

FIRST DAY POLAR PLUNGE
The Lake George Winter Carnival’s First Day Polar Plunge
will take place on January 1, 2010 at 2 pm. Registration starts
at 10:30 am at Duffy’s Tavern. There will be a post swim party
immediately after the plunge, at Duffy’s Tavern, with the Jonathan Newell Band. A long sleeve Polar Plunge shirt will be offered, with your $10 donation. Come up to Lake George Village and Take The Plunge! For more Winter Carnival events
see <www.lakegeorgewintercarnival.com>.

STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT BRIDGES
Ticonderoga students from Ticonderoga High and Middle
Schools and St. Mary’s were treated to an hour presentation by
top Structural Engineer, Tom Hoffman of Region 1, NYS Department of Transportation, on November 18, 2009.
About 25 attentive students met after school to hear Mr.
Hoffman explain the various types of bridges and some of the
critical design elements that go into designing and maintaining
a bridge. He focused much of his attention on the Crown Point
Bridge including why it had to be closed and what must be
done to replace it.
This presentation is part of the Kiwanis Popsicle Stick
Bridge Building program. The principle objectives are to stimulate interest among students in engineering as a career and to
teach students to work effectively in teams
A design contest will be held on December 19, 2009 at the
Ticonderoga Middle School. Students will be given 1 3/4
hours to construct their bridges followed by judging and loading the bridges to failure. Trophies will be awarded for the
strongest and best looking bridges..
This year the contest is open to High School Students as
well as middle school students from Ticonderoga Middle
School and St. Mary’s School.
Ticonderoga Middle School technology teacher Jim Marshall, High School science teacher Paul Jebb and Pam
Arzberger, St. Mary’s teacher, are providing mentoring and
other assistance to the students. Graham Bailey of Hague, the
Past President of Kiwanis who organized the event last year,
will also provide guidance to the students.
12/09
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MORE TICONDEROGA HS GRADUATES
Three more Hague residents graduated from Ticonderoga
High School in June 2009. They are Frank Lafferty, Aaron
Lawrence and Amanda McCoy. We congratulate all of these
students on their graduations!

Researched by the Hague Historical Society

Here's an interesting postcard mailed in Ticonderoga in
August 1908 (more than 100 years ago!). It's labelled "LAKE
GEORGE COUNTRY CLUB" and below "In Historic Indian
Kettles Park. Opp. Anthony's Nose, Lake George." The sender
writes: "Dear Mary, Here is the picture of the place where I
am to work. How is all the folks. Give my love to them
all. Frances"
The postcard brings up many questions: Where was the
exact location of this building? Do you remember it? Ever
stay there? Or party there? Or work there? Let us
know! Contact Pat McDonough, Historical Society President
at 543-6725 or email <haguehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com>.

Frank, son of Karen Lafferty and nephew of
Alice and Scott Patchett, graduated with an
advanced Regents diploma. He is currently
attending Hudson Valley Community College in Troy with an interest in a science degree. Frank was active during high school on
the Ticonderoga Sentinels football squad and
was a member of the 2008 Section 7 Championship Team. His Senior project was involved with teaching ping-pong to a group of
younger children under the mentorship of Corrina Woods. During the summer, Frank was employed part-time at the Trout
House Village Resort in Hague.
Aaron, son of Valerie and Peter Lawrence, received the Optimist Newspaper
Award at graduation. He worked summers at Snug Harbor Marine South and
Jay’s Sunoco. He is currently employed
by Snug Harbor Marine where he is in
training as a certified boat mechanic.
During high school Aaron was active in
the Outing Club and did his Senior project with Frank Shaw on Guiding in the Adirondacks. He is
now a certified Adirondack guide.
Since graduation, Amanda McCoy, daughter of
Sue and Gordon McCoy, has married and
moved to Virginia. She worked at Lin’s Dog
Grooming over the summer and did her Senior
project on canine obedience with Jodi Drinkwine. Amanda worked with a part pit bull
while learning how to properly train dogs to be
able to interact with children.

HAGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
We've scheduled one of our popular "Show and Share"
programs for Sunday, January 31, 2010 at 2 pm at the Community Center. There's plenty of time to think about what you
might like to bring! The theme is "Collections". What do you
collect? Stamps, old coins, teapots, arrowheads, postcards,
thimbles, spoons, fishing gear, old tools, radios, military memorabilia? It doesn't have to be old and it doesn't have to be
Hague-related -- we'd just like to spend the afternoon sharing
whatever you'd like to bring.

TICONDEROGA HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
Over 50% of the students from Hague who attend Ticonderoga High School are on the Honor Roll. We congratulate
them all!

Please keep in mind that we're going to be researching
Hague Hotels in 2010 and we're looking for committee members for that purpose. If you have stories to tell or recollections
about the heyday of Hague's hotels, we'd love to have you share
them with us. The more we learn, the richer the collected history will be.

Grade 12

For questions or further information, call Pat McDonough
at 543-6725 or email <haguehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com>.
In the meantime, we'd like to wish you all a very happy holiday
season.

First Honors: Corey King, William Lawrie

First Honors: Kaley Manning, Jamie Patchett, Jesse Patchett
Second Honors: Nathan Laundree
Grade 10

Second Honors: Abigail Gurney, Harley Trudeau.
Grade 9
First Honors: Grace Ginn
Second Honors: Karney Manning, Jordan McKee
12/09
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~SOUNDINGS~
BORN: Zebulon Thomas Denno, to Thomas and Michele Denno of Hague on October 2, 2009. Paternal grandparents were
the late Bernard and the late Anna Denno of Hague. Maternal
grandparents are Eugene Barnaby of Hague and Marion Barnaby of Athol, NY.
BORN: A son, James David, to Tony and Amanda DeFranco
of Salem, NY on November 28, 2009. James is the grandson of
David and JoAnne DeFranco of Hague.
DIED: Robert W. Mayer, 90, of Dalton, MA on November 15,
2009. Bob and his late wife Eugenia (“Jinx”) were long-time
summer residents of Forest Bay and active members of the
Northern Lake George Yacht Club where he served as Secretary for many years. He is survived by his three sons, Richard
Mayer of Hadley, MA, Christopher Mayer of Windham, NH,
and Jonathan Mayer of Goshen, MA. He also leaves four
granddaughters, Jessica Peterson of Weare, NH, Lauren Mayer
of Longmont, CO., Courtney Spalding-Mayer of Chicago, IL,
and Madeleine Mayer of Goshen, MA; and two greatgranddaughters, Victoria and Emma Peterson.
DIED: Michael Manning, 61, of Silver Bay on December 1,
2009. Mike was a long-time employee of the Town of Hague.
Mike was also a veteran of the US Navy, a member of the
Ticonderoga Elks and American Legion, and a prominent figure
in youth sports. For more than 25 years he officiated at high
school basketball, baseball, softball and soccer games. He was
an active member of several umpire and referee organizations.
Mike is survived by his wife, Debbie, Hague Town Clerk,
and their daughter, Kaley, and son, Karney, all of Silver Bay.
He is also survived by a daughter, Nicole and a son, Michael of
West Springfield, MA. In addition he is survived by his mother,
Mary Manning of Ticonderoga, one brother, Gary Manning and
wife, Shellie, of Saranac Lake, and four sisters, Mary Lou
Brown and husband, Mickey, of South Glens Falls, Sandra
LaFountain and husband, Eugene, of Hudson Falls, Kathy Robb
and husband, Lee, of Hartford and Cynthia Manning and companion Bob Sellingham of Hartford; his father-in-law, Martin H.
Fitzgerald of Silver Bay and brother-in-law Martin Fitzgerald,
II and wife Heidi of Silver Bay as well as four grandchildren.

Survivors include two daughters, Kathryn L. Santaniello
and her husband, Sal of Silver Bay and their children, Ted, SJ,
and Teri and their families; and Mary A. Kaier and her husband,
Bill of Queensbury and their children, Jeff and Andy; and one
son James W. Braisted and his wife, Erica of Silver Bay and
their children, Tasha, Treva, Toni and Tara and families. She is
also survived by her brother, Floyd Densmore of Ticonderoga
and his children and their families.
DIED: Harold Chamberlain, 68, of Keithville, LA on December
6, 2009. Harold was owner of Down Home Meats Co. and an
active Mason. He was preceded in death by his wife, Peggy
Carney Chamberlain. He is survived by his brother Bob Chamberlain of Silver Bay and his sister Judy Chamberlain Davidson
of Shreveport, LA. He is also survived by a son, Carney Chamberlain and daughters, Kathleen Romine, Shelly Daniel, and
Brenda Eichelberger as well as several grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
DIED: Margaret E. (Conlon) DelSignore, 87, of Hague on December 11, 2009 at home. Margaret was born on the family
homestead in Hague and graduated from Hague Central School
in 1940. She moved to Glens Falls where she met her husband,
Gino DelSignore and upon retirement they moved back to the
family homestead in Hague where she was actively engaged in
the life of the community. Marg was a member of the Hague
Fish & Game Club, the Hague Winter Carnival committee, the
Beste Scholarship Fund, and was an election inspector for the
Town of Hague. In 1995, she was named "Senior Citizen of the
Year" and was the 2009 Grand Marshal of the Hague Memorial
Day Parade.
Along with her parents and husband, Margaret was predeceased by her brothers, Ernest, Wilbur and Wally Conlon, and
her sisters, Hannah Cameron and Elizabeth Waters. Survivors
include her eldest sister Katie Hunter of Ticonderoga; her nephew David Waters of Bolton Landing, and her nieces, Donna
Charboneau of Hague and Katherine Ross of Warrensburg, their
families and many other nieces, nephews and cousins.

ARTISTS WANTED FOR JURIED ARTS SHOW
The North Country Arts Center has called for entries in
their annual Juried Arts Show to be held from January 2 - 30,
2010 in the Friends Gallery at Crandall Library in Glens Falls.
Reception and awards will be held on January 23, 2010 from 2
pm - 3 pm.

DIED: Grace E. "Betty" (Densmore) Braisted, 88, of Silver
Bay, on December 3, 2009. She was born at the Valley View
Farm in South Ticonderoga and graduated from Ticonderoga
High School in 1938. During WWII, Betty was trained by the
U.S. Weather Bureau and was stationed in Pittsburgh and Albany.

All amateur and professional artists who are 18 and above
and live within 40 miles of Glens Falls may submit one entry.
The work must be two dimensional painting and painting mediums not previously entered in a competition. The $25 entry fee
is non-refundable and for more information and application go
to <northcountryartscenter.org>.

After the war, in 1946, she married John M. Braisted of
Silver Bay, who predeceased her in 2005.

SEMBRICH FREE WINTER FILM SERIES

Betty was a longtime member of the First United Methodist Church of Ticonderoga and enjoyed singing in the choir and
playing in the handbell choir. She retired from the U.S. Postal
Service in 1985, after many years of service at the Silver Bay
Post Office.

The Sembrich Winter Film Series continues on Tuesday
evenings with "The Terminal" on January 12. The film will be
shown at the Bolton Free Library at 7 pm with free admission.
For more information or to make a reservation, please call
The Sembrich office at 644-2431.
12/09
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Nature News by Nancy Wotton Scarzello
Japanese Knotweed ~ Friend or Foe?
I was fortunate to have my grandmother close-by while I
was growing up, especially in the summers when we all shared
the same house in Forest Bay. My grandparents, mother and
father, my three sisters and I shared the cottage for the entire
time school was out along with several weekends, spring and
fall. Even in that busy household, Grammy and I often found
quiet time for intimate chats where she liked to offer me tidbits
of advice about life ~ like little seeds planted in my being. We
often talked about difficult situations, relationships or people
and her advice was always the same, “Everyone has something
good to offer, if you look hard enough you’ll find it.” And her
method was always the same too…she disliked confrontation
and preferred to quietly wait for the gems to emerge and then
embrace them when they did. I admit that this has not always
been an easy way for me to be, but sometimes when faced with
some seemingly unpleasant situation, her presence is felt and a
thought will whisper, “Okay, here we go, what is the good you
can find in here?”
Which brings me to the subject of this month’s column ~
Japanese Knotweed. An invasive, fast-growing, herbaceous
perennial with jointed, hollow stems and alternate, leathery
leaves, Japanese Knotweed is found along forest edges and
stream banks, as well as disturbed and open areas along roadways. A lovely cascade of white flowers bloom in August on
arching stalks up to 8 feet tall, while the dormant reddish stems
are visible in winter. I can see them now at the edge of the
field, dark against the snow, rattling in the wind. Knotweed’s
threat to the landscape is real. Early spring emergence and
dense growth give it an edge over native plants, enabling it to
take over large areas by choking out anything else that might
have been growing ~ or want to. It is extremely difficult to
control and nearly impossible to eradicate since the thick rhizomes can extend horizontally through the soil for 60 feet or
more! You can’t dig it up, mow it down, or smother it. The
only marginally effective controls I know of are the repeated
torching of cut stems and new growth ~ not possible with large,
established stands ~ or a cut-stem/foliar treatment with a systemic herbicide which we don’t want to use near water, which
is usually where it grows! The LGA, LGLC and DEC all include it in their programs on Invasive Plants, and rightly so. A
difficult and seemingly unpleasant situation to be sure.
“Okay, here we go,” I hear the whisper, “what is the good
to be found here?” Well, first of all, FOOD. Knotweed shoots
are delicious! Cut the shoots at 8-12” when they emerge in the
spring, boil in salted water for 3-4 minutes and enjoy their lemony tartness with a little melted butter. Cut without reservation,
as you’ll be helping to control the spread!
As an herbalist working with native medicinal plants, I
believe (along with many others) that the best medicines for
our needs are to be found growing where we live. I can offer
many anecdotal stories of plants suddenly found growing
where they have never been seen before ~ the perfect plant for
a particular ailment. Now, here is the “gem” emerging in the
form of Japanese Knotweed. “We see invasive plants arriving
to treat invasive, endemic disease, like Japanese Knotweed

spreading in the same trajectory and at the same rate as Lymes
disease…” (Timothy Lee Scott, author of Invasive Plant Medicines, pub Aug. 2010). Yes! Japanese Knotweed root is one of
the most effective plant medicines used for the treatment of
Lymes disease! And there’s more…this gemstone is multifaceted. The root of Japanese Knotweed is one of the richest
sources of the compound resveratrol ~ the same effective ingredient in Tamiflu. Resveratrol sends a message to cells to stop
manufacturing the influenza virus. Hmmm…interesting timing
here too! I learned of this flu-fighting quality in late November,
so although it was pouring rain that day, armed with a shovel
and pruning snips I began my attempt at harvesting some roots
to make medicine for the coming winter. I soon exchanged the
shovel and snips for a pitchfork and large knife to battle the
network of 1” thick woody roots, returning to the house a halfhour later, muddy and wet, but successful with a handful of
roots ~ enough. I called a friend in western NY, Matthias Reisen, to ask if there was an easier way to harvest as the shovel
and knife barely cut through it. “An axe or hatchet ~ definitely,”
was his reply. He and his wife, Andrea, have Japanese Knotweed root and other high quality plant medicines for sale
through their Healing Spirits Herb Farm in Avoca, NY ~ see
their website, <www.healingspiritsherbfarm.com>. Matt has an
order for 400 lbs. of dried root for a leading manufacturer of
herbal medicine; he’s thinking of using his tractor to harvest the
roots and is not worried about depleting the stand with this large
order, confident in its ability to recover on its own!
Japanese Knotweed ~ difficult to accept, difficult to suppress, difficult to harvest ~ but the gem is there. I hear ya,
Gram.

Weather Report by JoAnne DeFranco
Hague Weather 11/14/09—12/11/09
Unusually mild! November is usually the cloudiest month
of the year. This year the sun was out on most days- a milky
sunshine before clouding up later in the day. Daytime temperatures have been mild also. High temperatures were in the upper
50’s. The highest were 58 on 11/15. 56 on 11/20 and 58 on
12/3.
The days continue to get shorter. It is dark at 4:30 pm.
Sunrise is at 7:11 am; sunset at 4:18 pm. The next full moon
will be December 31 (New Year’s Eve).
There was abundant rainfall of 3.8” total for the period.
Rain is good for the trees and shrubs at this time of year. Rain
enables the trees to hydrate before winter. There were three
days/nights where over an inch of rain fell- 11/14, 11/20, and
12/3. The ground is not frozen except at the surface from low
night temperatures.
The first measurable snowfall came on Wednesday, December 9. Nearly 10” covered the ground. On 12/5 we received 1.5
-2”. Looking ahead to next week, we can expect more cold
temperatures and of course, more snow. Skiers will rejoice!

12/09
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HAGUE CALENDAR
December 2009
17

7 pm Zoning Board of Appeals

January 2010
1

Happy New Year

7

7 pm

Planning Board

24 - January 1 No School - Holiday Break

12

7 pm

Town Board

25

15

News deadline for the January issue

18

No School - Martin Luther King, Jr Day

19

Last day of Hanukkah Celebration

Merry Christmas

19

7 pm

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Ticonderoga Board of Education

21

The Hague Chronicle mailed out

February 13 & 14 Winter Weekend & HVFD Breakfast

28

7 pm

Zoning Board of Appeals

May 29 Memorial Day Parade & HVFD Chicken BBQ
June 26 TRIATHALON

FRIENDS POINT ANNUAL ROAD CLOSING

July 3 Fireworks (tentative date)

The Friends Point Roads will be closed for the 24-hour
period of 12:01 am Friday, January 1, 2010 to 12:01 am Saturday, January 2, 2010.

LGLC BIRD COUNT
The Lake George Land Conservancy will be conducting a
“Christmas Bird Count” on Saturday, December 19, 2009 in
the Bolton Landing area. Observations are reviewed by a panel of regional experts and included with the cumulative data
made available to the public and researchers for review and
scientific study. For more information contact Sarah Hoffman
at 644-9673 or <shoffman@lglc.org>.

LARAC HOLIDAY SHOP
The LARAC Holiday Shop, 7 Lapham Place, Glens Falls
will be open Monday to Saturday through December 24, 2009.
The shop features gift items handcrafted by area artisans. For
further information see <www.larac.org> or call 518-7981144.
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