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Have you ever seen anything like this? What, If anything, inspires you? RW: | hEven'T seen
anything cone iKe tis with [raditional Indian dance. The coliaboration between George
Harrison and Ravl Shankar has been an INSPIraTion o me, Since it Drowght @ 10T of aXposure
10 INEkan art 10T 10 WESLEM Worid. WIth our dance exparimant we would Bie to highight
what Ingian dance Nas 10 offer, by Making it more approachabié to peopie.

Whnat fairy tale will you fogrure Nrst? Have rehsarsals stared yor? AW, ITs Sleaping Beaury
WITH 2 TWIST 81 the end. W have a scripn ready and are in e prafiminary phass of
choreography. Rehearsals will start In March. We'll nave six or so professional dancers
and aboln 30 studants that will nead at least six years of previous Indlan classical dance
trabning

The younger generaion IS 50 exciied aboun experimants ke this in Indian classical dance
Indlan raditon doesn'T feal IKe it Connects With the malnstraam. [n raditon,
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By Jonna Bushier, Knight Foundation

Ranjana Warier calls harself a computar sciance and enginearing geek with a pas
Iruian danca tradition. As 2017 Kmight Arts Challange Miami winnar, sha |5 fusing |
PassenS Iogathes to produce waestarn Tairy talos that damystify classic Indian cult
Warior, o cybor socurity axpart by day, says her techinical background blonds woll
projoct. “In Indian dance, wo usa counts to do ovarything n sot time measures. [ al
Ty MAEsic misng mysalf becausa I'm comfortable using computers and software.”

FAIRY TALE

L0 stay In the DOX and do The old STUIT, d0 the Stores tNat people Cannot Neate

A NOT-SO xcited about tha possidiy 1o USe Sama Techniuas 10 4o something creatve

TRADITIONAL

re. Dunside of renearsals, we launching our lectureship sarkes. We have Some
. but we're stlll iooking for local libraries, museums, and schooks thar would

L Ol thés Comearsaton on Gamystncation. For more informadon, they can

1 rwariergnotmall com.

red multiple grants for addressing cultural ssues through dance. Why do you

thamatic Indian production this fall will Feature the classic Fairy tale. Sieeping Beay

ane vesting in this type of art? What Impact are we seaing In MIami? RW: [

mixing traditional dance and English narration. Sha Says that the “cxpariment” has 0onors
encited and that it holpod lnunch tha production Sooner than eepectad.

In o Q&A with Knight Foundation, Warior takos us hacksings for o proviow

A dassic Indian dance arranged by Knight Arts Challongo wirnor, Ronjana Warior, is
porformod by Rythms School of Dance in Fort Leuderdale, South Florida

Why wastarn fairy tabes? How do thase stories help to dispel common misconceptions
abaut Indian traditions? RW: It halps to connacts and angaga audiances of &ll ages The
probilam with tradizkonal Endian danca ks that we oftan losa people after tha first 10 minutes
Ahstract and ohecuro. Thora nra symiols and complax codas. Mot avoryona has o
background in Indian Mythology and if you don't understand tha meaning of what's going
on, it's hard to ba part of it and stoy angaged. This dance drama puts customs into & story
that paople alraady know wery well Instead of just dancing and highlighting the
differances. the thematic dances and English narrations will show tha similaties.
Wirimatady, wia try and educats the medancs by engaging thaem and showing them
soamathing rewe.

wrmmn, e walICA 1S 8N alfective madium o communicate the message. In South Florida,
peopie have INtarast because. ke In India which Nas Many COUNTries WIthin 3 Country,
South Floras IS that same way. Both 2re 2 melting point of culiures coming together
Peopia here relate 10 that a ot peoie are recognizing a 1ot of things thay haven't Dean
open 10 Defore Decausa of the DeauUnu dVerse opporTunity hare.

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER



