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CHRIST, THE INCARNATE WORD
Téng Giao Phan Galveston-Houston
8503 South Kirkwood Road
Houston, TX 77099
281.495.8133  281.568.1833 FAX
Email: info@giaoxungoiloi.org
www.giaoxungoiloi.org
Cha Chanh Xur: N
Lm. Gioan Viannéy Nguyen Ngoc Thu
Cha Pho Xur: .
Lm. Giuse Bui Phuong Tién

Pho Té:
Vincenté Poan Hong Phiic
Giuse Maria Pham Harry Hung

Thu Ky: .
Maria Lé Thi Hién
Gio Van Phong:
Thir Hai - Thir Sau: 9:00 am — 5:00 pm
dong cua 12:00 pm — 1:00 pm
Cong vao Gido Xit (Kirkwood Rd):
Thir Hai dén Thtr Bay:
Mo¢: 6:30 am  Pong: 8:00 pm
Chuaa Nhat:
Mo¢: 6:30 am DPong: 8:30 pm

THANH LE:
Hing Ngay
7:00 am (Tht Hai dén Thtr Bay)
7:00 pm (Tha Tu, Tha Nam, Tha Sau)
Trwéng Ban Phung Vu
Pho Té Pham Harry Hung
832.640.9417

Phu Trach Thanh L& Cubi Tuén

Thir Bay -

6:00 pm Nguyen Luédn Louis
832.274.8163

Chia Nhat

7:00 am Vii Hitu Thu
832.247.5969

9:00 am Trin Dinh Loc
832.794.5498

11:00 am  Pham Binh Hai
281.299.4307

) Thanh L& Anh Ngir _

2:00 pm Theo CT Truong Mau Tam

7:00pm  Nguyén Han
832.668.4169

Gidi T¢i: * Thu Bay 5:00 - 5:45 pm

* 30 phut trudc cac Thanh L&
hay theo hen

-

DAI LE CHUA
GIANG SINH

The Nativity
of the Lord

Ngay 25 thang 12
nam 2021

L

“Vinh danh Thién Chua trén troi,
binh an dudi thé cho nguoi thién tam”
Luca 2:14

Kinh chic ming Dai L& Chiia Giang Sinh tran diy Binh An, Thanh Dt va
Niém Vui d¢én quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em.

Hai Nhi Giésu, Ngbi Hai Thién Chua giang tran tai Bé Lem cach day 2000
niam, nhic nhd ching ta: Vi yéu thuong, Ngéi Loi dd héa thanh nhuc thé va ¢
gitta chung ta, nhu’ng ai tiép rwde Nguoi thi Nguoi ban cho ho dwoe lam con
Thién Chuia. Thyc vy, Thién Chua da hoa than 1am tré so sinh, mang ban tinh
nhan loai dé cam thong, gan glii va ciu chudc con ngu0’1 Hai Nhi Giésu
Giang Sinh trong méang c6 kh6 ngheo 1a mon qua tinh yéu tuyét hao nhat
Thién Chua trao ban cho nhén loai. Ngal da dén va moi g01 chung ta ton trong
sy song; Ngai den dé yéu thuong nang d6 nhimg nguoi yéu hén, ngheo kho,

bat hanh; Ngai dén dé dem binh an va niém vui dén cho nhiing ai tiép nhan
Nguoi.

Mu’ng dai 1& Chua Glang Sinh, ching ta chi€ém ngarn Hai Nhi Giésu trong
mang c6 don hén dé cam nhan dugc BINH AN, dé song khiém tén, dé biét
chia sé. Hay ngarn nhin hinh hai bé nho cua Hai Nhi Gi€su de hoc guong hy
sinh, vi tha va song bac ai day tinh ngum Hay cung nhau nim tay Hai Nhi
Giésu dé chung tay xay dung thé gidi yéu thuong va day tinh ngudi nhat 13 khi
tiép tuc d6i dién v6i nhitng nghich canh, dich bénh khip noi trén thé gioi.

Nguyen xin On Binh An va Tinh Yéu tuyét hdo cua Chua Glang Sinh luén &
v6i chung ta. Kinh chuc toan thé quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em mua Giang Sinh
thanh dtrc va Nam Mai 2022 tuoi vui, thing tién trong An Siing.

Chan thanh trong Ptrc Kité Ngoi Loi Nhap The,

g/

Lm. Gioan Viannéy Nguyén Ngoc Thu
Chanh Xur
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HOI PONG MUC VU
Chii Tich
V3 Tién Dat 281.827.9571
Phé Chii Tich
Nguyén Thi Anna 713.517.1621
Thu Ky
Dio Bich Chau 713.478.9699
Thanh Vién
- Tat Ca Truéng Cac Hoi Doan

- Truéng Ban Phung Vu:
Phé T¢€ Pham Harry Hung

- Uy Vién Thanh Nhac:
Nguyén Duy Khang

- Pai Dién Gidi Tré:
HQI PONG TAI CHANH
Chii Tich
832.247.5969
Phé Chii Tich

Vii Hitu Thu

Thanh Vién
Pham Gia Hoan
Hoang Hitu Phudc

281.435.4690
832.877.2074
281.389.0958
Lé Catherine Thuy 832.451.0397
Lé Lam 281.748.8067

TRUONG CAC HQI POAN
Lién Minh Thianh Tam
Nguyén Dinh Khuyén 713.894.1159
Cac Ba Me Cong Gido
713.517.1621

Truong Pat

Nguyén Thi Anna
Téng P6 Fatima

Nguyén Quang Hung 713.894.7411
Dong Ba Pa Minh
Nguyén Thi Thé 832.298.6959

Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé
Nguyén Jackie 832.552.7557
Légio Marie
Nguyén Tir My Hanh 832.866.0353
Thanh Linh
Phan Héng Vivian 713.256.7753
Thing Tién Hon Nhan
Tran Dinh Loc 832.794.5498
Cursillo
Phan Minh Phugng 713.301.6092
Huwéng Pao Lac Viét

Hoang Hitu Phudce 832.877.2074

THONG BAO GIAO XU

TRUONG MAU TAM NGHI LE
Chtia Nhat, ngay 26 thing 12 nim 2021 va ngdy 2 thang 1 nim 2022, Trudong Mau Tam
nghi 1& va khong c6 Thanh L& 2 gio trua.

HINH THEM SUC VA RUOQ LE LAN PAU ~
Céc hinh Thém Surc va Rudce Lé Lan Pau dugc phat trong cac gio hoc tai Truong Mau
Tam.

PHONG BI PONG GOP 2022

Phong Bi Bong Gop co tén va dia chi cua cac gla dinh ghi danh trong gido xt da c6 &
cudi nha tho, va dugc sap xép theo thir tu cua s6 phong bi (1 2,3....V. V) Xin quy ong
ba va anh chi em vui long dén nhéan aé tlep tuc dong gop xay dung gido xur. Nhirng ai
khong c6 s phong bi chua 1a thanh vién cua Gido Xur Ngoi Lot, xin dién Pon Gia Nhap
Gido X1 (don duoc dé & cudi Nha Tho).

BAN G TEN VUON CAU N GUYEN

Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em muon khic tén minh, tén Cha Mg hodc ngu(n thén con
song hay da qua doi, dé dugc cau nguyén trong cac Thanh L& mdi tuan, xin dién vao to
don dé & cudi Nha Tho va trao cho Van Phong Gido X1r.

PONG GOP QUA MANG HOAC CELLPHONE
Gido xur co chu’ong trinh dong gop hang tuan hodc nhitng nhu cau khac giup xdy dung
gido xir, bang viéc dung thé tin dung (Credit/Debit Card) hoic qua chwong muc nha
Bank:

« MyEOffering: http://church.myeoffering.com (c6 chi phi)

o Zelle: ngoiloi8503@gmail.com (khong co chi phi)
*#*Xin dién S6 Phong Bi hodc Dia Chi clia gia dinh vao chd ghi chu dé Van Phong
Gido Xt ¢6 du chi tiét 1am s sach. ***

NHAN THONG TIN GIAO XU
Nhung ai mudn nhan Ban Tin hoic cac thong tin ciia Gido X qua email, xin viét email
lén Phong Bi Bong Gop hoac trao email cho Van Phong Gido X1r.

TIEN QUYEN GOP
Tuan vira qua dugc $22,527 My kim.

Gido xur cam on long quang dai ciia quy ong ba va anh chi em. Xin Chua chuc binh an
trén tat ca moi nguoi.

THANH LE VONG GIANG SINH
Thir Sdu, ngay 24 thang 12
Thanh L¢é Vong Giang Sinh 5:00 PM
Thénh L& Vong Gidng Sinh 9:00 PM
PAI LE MUNG CHUA GIANG SINH
Thir Bay, ngay 25 thang 12
Thanh Lé: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM va 2:00 PM
LE THANH GIA (LE CHUA NHAT)
Thir Bay, ngay 25 thang 12: 6:00 PM (thay thé cho ngay Chua Nhat)
Chutia Nhat, ngay 26 thang 12: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM va 7:00 PM
THANH LE PUC MARIA, ME THIEN CHUA
Thir Sau, ngay 31 thang 12
Théanh L& Vong
Thir Bay, ngay 1 thang 1 ndm 2022
Thanh Lé: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, va 11:00 AM
Thir Bay, ngay 1 thang 1 nim 2022: 6:00 PM (thay thé cho ngay Chua Nhat)
Chua Nhat, ngay 2 thang 1: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM va 7:00 PM

| 7:00 PM
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PHUNG VU THANH NHAC

Uy Vién Thanh Nhac
Nguyén Duy Khang 281.975.9184
Thanh nhac: Thanh L&, Hon Phéi va
An Téng xin lién lac Nguyén Duy Khang
CA TRUONG CAC CA POAN
Térésa: 6 pm Thir Bay
Nguyén Dtrc Khang
Sao Mai: 7 am Chua Nhat
Nguyén Thi Thu Ha
Cecilia: 9 am Chia Nhat
Nguyén Muoi
Maria Me Thién Chua: 11 am Chua Nhét
Nguyén Thanh Long
Thanh L& Anh Ngii: 2 pm Chia Nhat
Nguyéen Giao
Augustiné: 7 pm Chiaa Nhat
Vi M¢ng Chi
PAC TRACH
Ban Gido Duc

: Hiéu Truong
Nguyén Ngoc Bich 713.907.1678
Truong Ban Gidao Ly
Lé Thi Hién 281.495.8133
Truong Ban Viét Ngir

Pang Chi 713.906.1661

Giao Ly Tan Tong
Pho6 Té Poan Hong Phiic 281.250.8579
Lop Rira Tgi Tré Em
Pho Té Pham Harry Hung ~ 832.640.9417
Lép Du Bi Hon Nhan

AC Nguyén Luan va Thay ~ 832.274.8163

Ban Xa Hoi
Vii Duy Chinh

Ban Trat Tw
Nguyén Phuong Kevin

832.830.3784

832.451.0591
Ban Tiép Tan-Huéng Din

Nguyén Vinh 713.240.2683

KINH CAU PUC ME TRONG CON PAI DICH DO PTC PHANXICO

“Lay Me Thién Chua, chung con tim

2

nwong an duoi su che cho cua Me.

Lay Me Thién Chua va Me chung
con, trong tinh canh bi thwong hién
tai, day dau kho va lo lang dang siét
chat thé gioi, chung con chay dén voi
Me va tim nwong an duoi su che cho
cua Me.

Lay Pucc Trinh nit Maria, xin thuwong
xot ghé mat dodi nhin chung con
dang trong dai dich virus corona; xin
an ui nhitng nguwoi mat mat va than
khoc nguoi than cua ho da qua doi,
doi khi dwoc an tang cach dau long.
Xin nang do nhitng nguoi dang lo
lang cho cdc bénh nhan, nhiing nguoi
ma vi dé tranh lay nhiém, ho khong
thé o gan bén. Xin ban suw tin tuong
tin thac cho nhitng gi dang lo lang vi
twong lai khong chdc chan va vi cac
hdu qua kinh teé va viéc lam.

Lay Me Thién Chua va Me chung
con, xin cau cung Chua Thién Chua
la Cha thuong xot cho chung con, dé
thir thach nay cham duwt, dong thoi
chan troi hy vong va binh an sé tro
lai. Nhw o Cana, xin Me cau khan
cung Con Thién Chua cua Me, xin
Nguwoi an ui gia dinh cua cdac bénh
nhan va nan nhan; va mo long ho voi
su tin tuong.

Xin bao vé cac bac si, y tda, nhan vién
v te, tinh nguyén_vién, nhitng nguoi
dang o tuyén dau trong tinh trang
khan cap nay va dang lieu mang song
cua minh dé cuu nhirng sw song khac.
Xin dong hanh voi no lwc anh hung
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cua ho va ban cho ho sirc manh, long
nhan va svc khoe.

Xin o gan bén nhiing nguwoi ngay dém
tro giup cdc bénh nhan va o canh cac
linh muc, nhitng nguoi voi su quan
tdm muc vu va dan than Tin Mung,
dang tim cdch giup do va ho tro tat
cd moi nguoi.

Lay Puc Trinh nit thanh thién, xin soi
sang tam tri cua cac nha khoa hoc,
giup ho tim ra giai phap phu hop deé
chiéen thang virus nay.

Xin tro giup, cdc nha lanh dao cac
quoc gia, dé ho hanh dong voi swy
khon ngoan, quan tam va quang dai,
giup do nhitng nguoi thiéu nhirng
diéu can thiet cho cuoc song, hoach
dinh cdc giai phap xa hoi va kinh té
VOi tam nhin xa va voi tinh than lién
doi.

Lay Me Maria rat thanh, xin danh
dong cac lwong tam dé thay vi nhitng
50 tién khong lo dwoc dung trong viéc
tang cwong va hoan thién cac vi khi,
duwoc dung deé thuc day cac nghién
cuu day du nham ngan chan tham
hoa twong tu trong twong lai.

Lay Me rat yéu ddu, xin lam cho moi
nguoi trén thé gioi dwoc gia tang
cam thirc minh cung thuoc vé mot dai
gia dinh duy nhat, y thirc vé moi lién
hé noi két tat ca moi nguoi, dé voi
tinh than huynh dé va lién doi, chung
con tro giup bao nhiéu nguoi dang
song trong ngheo doi va lam than.
Xin khuyén khich sy kién virng trong
dire tin, bén chi trong phuc vu va lién
I trong cau nguyén.

Lay Me Maria, Pang An ui nhiing
nguoi dau kho, xin om lay cac con cai
dang gap hoagn ngn cua Me va xin
Chua can thiép bang ban tay quyén
nang cua Nguwoi dé gidi thoat chung
con khoi dai dich khung khiép nay, dé
doi song binh thuwong co thé tro lai
trong thanh binh.
Chung con pho thac cho Me,
Dang chiéeu sang trén hanh trinh cua
chung con nhw dau chi cua on ciru do
va hy vong, oi khoan thay, 6i nhdn
thay, oi Puc Trinh Nir Maria diu
hién. Amen.

(REI 25/04/2020)

https://www.vaticannews.va/
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GIA DPINH THANH

Ai ciing c6 mot gia dinh. Trong do, con cai phat trién va
truong thanh nho tinh y€u cua cha me, va cha me co6 thé
dugc trdi trang vinh du nho con cai. Pbi véi mot vai
ngu(n g1a dinh cling co6 thé 13 noi ngudi ta cam thay bi
dan ap va mubn thoat ra, nhung ctr binh thuo’ng gia dinh
12 mai 4m ma moi ngudi mong udc dugc trg ve. bé g1a
dinh thanh t6 4m than thuong, mdi ngudi dugc moi goi
dé noi gwong Thanh Gia ma Gido Hoi mung kinh hém
nay.

Con cdi la qua tgng ciia Thién Chuia cho cha m¢

Anna hiém mon khong con, bi nhitng ngudi lang gleng
cuoi ché, cho la ngudi vo phac, bi Thién Chia nguyen
raa. Du duoc chong Elkana cung chleu nhung ba van
budn. Ba thuong cau xin v6i Chua, dé Chia cho ba dugc
mot nguoi con. M&i nam nguoi Do Thai déu di 1én
Giérusalem de tho phuong Chua theo luét, va ba Anna da
cau nguyén sdt sang trong dip nay trudc mat thay thuong
té Héli. Thay tudng ba say ruou ndi nham, nén khuyen ba
di giai ruou. Pugc ba Anna g1a1 thich, thay hiéu va da
chuc lanh cho ba. Khi tré vé ba co thai va sinh ra Samuel,
mot tham phan n6i tleng ké vi Héli, da xtrc dau phong
vuong cho ca Saul 1an Davit.

Samuel 1a qua tang Thién Chua ban cho ba Anna. Diéu
ba Anna mong udc, Thién Chia da ban cho ba, va ba da
dang Samuel lai cho Chua nhu ba da khan nguyen Con
cai la qua tang Thién Chua ban cho cha me, nén cac bac
lam cha me¢ hay cd ging san sang dang con cho Chua,
dung bao gio ngan can con “thudc vé Chua”.

Con cai ngoan hién tai gioi, 13 vinh du va niém ty hao
cua cha me; nhung con hu lai 1a m01 tai nhuc, thé nén
nhirng ngudi lam con dung lam ho danh hodc dau long
cha me minh. Hay cd ging thanh nguoi tot, dé cha me
duoc hanh dién vé minh.

Cdch thirc cha me doi xir véi con cdi

Mbi nam cha me Dic Giésu déu di Giérusalem duy 18 hoi
Vuot Qua. Day la 18 ky niém Thién Chuaa gitp dan Do
Thai vuot qua bién do, thoat khoi su truy ling cta nguoi
Alcap Tt Nadarét t61 Gi€rusalem xa khoang trén 100
cdy sb, va vi hoi d6 chua co phuong tién di chuyén nhu
bay glo cling nhu céc ngai la nhumg ngudi ngheo, nén
cac ngai phai di bo khoang ba ngay duong. Gian nan cuc
khé dé di tho phuong Chua. Su kién trén cho thay thanh
Giuse va Duc Me dao dirc nhu thé nao. Céch cac ngai
song dao rat gan véi 161 séng dao cua da sé dan qué Viét
Nam.

Khi Pac Giésu 1én 12 tudi, Ptc Giésu duogc di cung cha
me lén Giérusalem du le Sau 1& hoi khoang mot tuan, g1a
dinh thanh cung vé&i tit ca nguoi lang Nadarét ra vé,
nhung Duc Gi€su da ¢ lai Gi€rusalem ma cha me Ngai
khong biét, twong Ngai di chung v6i nhitng ngudi khac
cung lang Nadarét. Sau mot ngay duong, cha me Ngal
mo&i nhan ra Ngai khong cé trong doan 1 hanh, va cha
me Ngai da 1ap tirc di tim. Hay hinh dung dé cam nghiém
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ndi lo ling cua Dirc Me va thanh Giuse nhu the nao. “Tal
sao con lam thé, nay cha con va me phai lo lang tim con”
buc Giésu dap lai: “tai sao lai tim con, lai khong blet
rang con phai & nha Cha con sao?” Dirc Maria va thanh
Giuse khong hiéu 10i ciia Pic Giésu. Tai sao con cua
minh n6i nhu vay? Tuy vay Me im lang, va thanh Giuse
khong n61 mat 1o1.

O vao dija vi chung ta, néu con cai cua chung ta lam nhu
buc Giésu da lam, chung ta da d6i xir véi con cai cua
chung ta nhu thé nao? Chung ta hoc duoc gi qua cach dbi
XUr v4i con cia Btrc Me va thanh Giuse?

Cung cach hanh xw ciia ngu’o’t con

Puc Giésu tré vé Nadarét cing v6i Pic Me va thanh
Giuse, va hang tung phuc cac Nga1 buc Giésu cang thém
tu01 cang thém khon ngoan va duoc nhleu l’lglIOl yéu
mén. Vang phuc cha me, do la diéu d& nhat va kho nhét
ma Ngai khong thua bt cir ai.

Nga1 d6i xir rat tot V01 cac ban cung trang Itra, kinh trong
cac ngu(n 16n tudi, chu toan phan vu lam con: thdo hiéu
va gitp d& cha me. Ngai da song nhu tat ca cac thiéu nién
khéac trong lang, nhung tam hon Ngai ludn huong vé
Thién Chta Cha. Thién Chua van la nhat d6i véi Ngai, du
Ngai sdng & dau va vao bat ctr thoi diém nao.

Thanh Gia, g1a dinh gdm nhing con ngum thanh, nghia
1a nhiing ngudi chon Thién Chua trén tat ca, yeu terong
va ton trong 1an nhau. Thanh Giuse t6n trong va yéu meén
buc Mg cung Buc Giésu. Dlirc Me yéu mén va trén trong
thanh Giuse va con minh. Drc Giésu ludén yéu mén, kinh
trong va ting phuc cha me. Khi con séng ¢ Nadarét, Dt
Giésu khong lam cai gi dac bi¢t khac ngum trr chinh
thai do song khiém tén va dé thuong d6i voi Thién Chiia
va con nguoi.

Trong ngay 1& Thanh Gia, mdi nguoi hdy cau nguyén cho
moi gia dinh, cho cha me, vo chong, anh chi em, dugc
bét chude thanh Giuse, Buc Mg, Dtrc Giésu, dé nén thanh
qua cach dbi xtr v6i nhau. Nén thanh nam trong tam tay
ctia mdi ngu0’1 nhung duong nhu moi ngum deu bat luc.
Xin Chua glup dé chung ta lam dugc tat ca, dé mdi ngu0’1
chung ta nén thanh va lam cudc sdng ciia minh va cia
nhiing nguoi than dugc hanh phiic hon.

Cdu hoi goi y chia sé:

1. Theo ban, thanh Giuse lam dugc diéu gi dic biét hon

mot nguoi chong va mot nguoi cha binh thuong‘7 buc

Me lam dugc gi dac biét hon mot ngudi vo va mot

nguoi me binh thub’ng" Va buc Giésu lam duoc gi dac

biét hon mot ngum con binh thu’ong"

Theo ban, thap gia 16n nhét cia doi song gia dinh 1a

gi?

3. Theo ban, “Duc” Giuse va Dirc Maria nén thanh bang
cach nao?

2.

Lm. Giuse Pham Thanh Liém
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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH, CYCLE C

First Reading

1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28 (The first reading from Cycle A
may also be chosen, Sirach 3:2-6,12-14.)

Hannah dedicates her son, Samuel, to the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 84:2-3,5-6,9-10 (The psalm from Cycle A may
also be chosen, Psalm 128:1-5.)

Those who dwell in the Lord's house are happy.

Second Reading

1 John 3:1-2,21-24 (The second reading from Cycle A
may also be chosen, Colossians 3:12-21)

We are God's children now.

Gospel Reading
Luke 2:41-52
The boy Jesus is found in the Temple.

Background on the Gospel Reading

Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family. This
feast is part of the Christmas season, and we should place
today's Gospel in the context of what Luke's Gospel tells
us about the birth of Jesus. Luke has been answering the
question “Who is Jesus?” through his stories of the births
of John the Baptist and Jesus. Today's Gospel reading
continues this theme. It has no parallel in the other
Gospels and is the conclusion of Luke's Infancy
Narrative.

Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are presented in this Gospel as a
faithful Jewish family. They are participating in the
annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover,
an event shared each year with family and friends. When
Jesus is found, Luke describes him as seated in the
Temple in the midst of the Jewish teachers. Although he
is young, Jesus seems not to need teaching about his
Jewish tradition. In his dialogue with these learned
teachers, Jesus astounds them with his insight and
understanding. Jesus is a child of Israel. His Father is
God.

The dialogue between Mary and Jesus contains many
references to family relationships. In fact, in this Gospel
reading Mary and Joseph are never identified by name.
Instead they are referred to by their relationship to Jesus.
Ultimately, this emphasizes Luke's point about the
identity of Jesus. When Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the
Temple, they question Jesus and express their anxiety.
Jesus replies in words that many have thought to be
disrespectful. Jesus says that he was never lost; he was at
home. Jesus is God's Son, and he is in his Father's house.
Luke will continue to suggest that faith in Jesus
establishes new family relationships as he describes
Jesus' public ministry.
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In Luke's Gospel, Mary's importance is even greater than
her role as Jesus' mother. Mary is the first disciple and
will be present with Jesus' disciples after his Resurrection
at Pentecost.

Family Connection

Today's Gospel describes a time of anxiety in the life of Jesus'
family. We can imagine their panic and worry as they
discovered that Jesus was not with the caravan returning to
Nazareth. The Holy Family journeyed with family members
and friends because traveling alone was dangerous. When they
found Jesus at the Temple, Jesus spoke like a typical
adolescent, unsympathetic to his parents' concern. Yet his
words teach an important lesson about reducing anxiety in our
family life. In essence, Jesus says, “If you had remembered
who [ am, you would have known where to find me.” In their
panic, Mary and Joseph had forgotten what had been told to
them before Jesus' birth, that their son was the Son of God.
Knowing a person well helps reduce our anxieties for them
because we can better predict how they will behave, and we
know their capacity to handle the challenges life might present
to them.

As you gather as a family, have fun playing the game “How
well do you know me?” Take turns trying to stump one
another by asking family members questions about yourself,
such as “What is my favorite memory of a family vacation?”
“Given a choice, what dinner menu would I pick?” “If I could
travel anywhere in the world, where would I go?” One
member of the family might prepare and read the questions
aloud as each person writes down the answers. Family
members then take turns guessing the answers, playing this
game as a quiz show. Observe that one thing about families is
that we learn to know each other well.

www.loyolapress.com
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS) MASS DURING THE DAY

First Reading
Isaiah 52:7-10
God's salvation is announced to the world.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 98:1-6
A prayer of praise for God's salvation.

Second Reading
Hebrews 1:1-6
God now speaks to us through his Son.

Gospel Reading

John 1:1-18 (or shorter form, John 1:1-5, 9-14)

John announces that in Jesus, the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us.

Background on the Gospel Reading

There are four Masses that are celebrated for the Feast of
Christmas and each is given its own set of readings to help us
contemplate Christ’s birth. The Gospel for the Vigil Mass on
Christmas Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel of
Matthew. The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth of Jesus
through the Gospel of Luke. The Mass at dawn on Christmas
morning continues the story of the birth of Jesus as found in
Luke’s Gospel, ending with the shepherds’ visit to the infant
Jesus. In each of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of
the infancy narratives with which we are familiar.

The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is taken
from the beginning of John’s Gospel, but this part of John’s
Gospel is not an infancy narrative like those found in the
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Instead, John’s Gospel starts at
the very beginning and presents the Creation story as the
framework for announcing the Incarnation. John’s opening
words echo the first verse in the Book of Genesis. This
framework invites us to view Jesus’ birth from God’s
perspective. Each of the Gospels makes clear that Jesus’ birth
was the result of God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however,
emphasizes that Jesus’ birth was the divine intention from the
moment of Creation.

As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of John includes
highly philosophical and theological language. One example
that particularly stands out in this Gospel is John’s repeated
references to “the Word” in the opening verse. This expression
(logos in the Greek) borrows from a concept found in both
Jewish and Greek thought. Jews used this phrase to describe
God’s action in the Creation story, for example, and in the
Wisdom literature. In Greek thought, the logos was understood
as an intermediary between God and humanity. John and
others in the early Church adopted this language to describe
God’s incarnation in Jesus. As the term was used to express
the Trinitarian faith of Christians, the Word came to be
equated with the Second Person of the Trinity.

In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the main
themes that will be developed in his Gospel. These are often
presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and falsehood, life
and death, and belief and unbelief. We also hear in this
prologue a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme of

testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to Jesus,
the light. Others in this Gospel will also offer testimony about
Jesus. The reader is invited to accept this testimony, which
bears witnesses to Jesus, the Son of God. But even more
directly, Jesus’ action and words will testify to Jesus’ identity
as God’s Incarnate Word.

Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these theological and
cosmological terms is particularly appropriate as we celebrate
the Feast of Christmas in the darkness of winter. At this time,
nature itself seems to remind us of the darkness of sin. Into
this darkness, in the midst of our sinfulness, God comes to
dwell among us. John’s Gospel reminds us that through the
Incarnation, God saves us from the darkness of sin and makes
us his children.

Family Connection

At Christmas we celebrate the great mystery that God became
flesh and dwelt among us. We call this mystery
the Incarnation (the word means “to take on flesh”), and it
changes everything. Today's Gospel reminds us that we can
also look upon the Nativity from God's perspective to better
appreciate the significance of the Incarnation. The mystery we
proclaim at Christmas is that God, the very God who created
all things from nothing and who is light itself, took on our
humanity in order to transform us. Through his birth among
us, we have seen the face of God and have become nothing
less than God's own children. At this awesome mystery, we
adore.

Gather as a family around your Nativity set. Keep this image
before you and talk about how familiar we are with this scene.
Invite members of the family to recall the details of Jesus' birth
that we hear in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Observe
that the Gospel of John invites us to consider Jesus' birth from
a different perspective. Read together today's Gospel, John 1:1
-14.

John's Gospel reminds us that the image we see in our Nativity
set is a most remarkable sight: God made himself at home with
us by taking on flesh and becoming a human person. We call
this mystery the Incarnation. What are some of the things that
John's Gospel says happened for us because Jesus came to
dwell among us? (Light overcame darkness; we see God's
glory in Jesus; we became children of God.) Together thank
God for this mystery of the Incarnation and the salvation that
we received because Jesus was born among us. Sing together a
Christmas hymn, such as “O Come, All Ye Faithful” or “Silent
Night.”
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