DID YOU KNOW
WHAT THE NUMBERS MEANT???
How often have we listened to sermons about Israel's forty years in the wilderness or the forty
days and nights of rain preceding the flood without questioning "Why forty days"? We can rest
assured that God did not arbitrarily and repeatedly employ these numbers without a special
theological significance for our benefit and understanding of his word. The significance of some
of the more prominent numbers is best described by excerpts from Clarence Larkin's book
Dispensational Truth.
ONE (1) - The Number of "Unity."
It symbolizes the Unity of God. Mark 12:32. John 10:30. In Eph. 4:4-6 we have seven
distinct "Unities, " One Body, One Spirit. One Hope, One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One
God.
THREE (3) - The Number of "Divinity."
It is called the "Divine Number" because it is mentioned so often in connection with Holy Things.
It speaks of the Trinity of God Father, Son and Holy Spirit; and the Trinity of Man-Body, Soul
and Spirit; of the Three Great Feasts, the Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles; the Threefold
character of the Baptismal Formula (Matt. 28:19); of the Apostolic Benediction (2Cor.
13:14); the Three Temptations of Christ, and His Three Prayers in Gethsemane; the Three
Denials of Peter and the Lord's Threefold Question and Charge, and the Threefold Vision of the
Sheet. The number Three is also associated with the Restoration of Israel (Hosea 6:1, Hosea
6:2). the Resurrection of Jonah, and the Resurrection of Christ. Matt. 12:38-40. The number
Three is very prominent in the Threefold ascriptions in the Book of Revelation. Jesus Christ is
spoken of as He which is and was and is to come; as the "Faithful Witness, " the "First Begotten
From the Dead, " and the "Prince of the Kings of the Earth." The four "Living Creatures" chant
"Holy, Holy, Holy" unto the Almighty, and give Him "Glory, " and "Honor" and "Thanks." The Book
is divided into "Three Parts." There are Three "Woe Trumpets, " and Three "Froglike Spirits"
issue from the mouth of the Dragon, the mouth of the Beast, and the mouth of the False
Prophet. Rev. 16:13, Rev. 16:14.
SIX (6) - The Number of "Man."
Man was made on the Sixth day. His appointed days of labor are Six. The Hebrew slave was to
serve Six years. For Six years the land was to be sown and to rest during the seventh. The
kingdoms of this world are to last for Six Thousand Years. Moses was compelled to wait for Six
days on the Mount before God revealed Himself unto him. Ex. 24:15-17. Six days the Children
of Israel compassed the city of Jericho before its walls fell on the seventh.
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SEVEN (7) - The Number of "Perfection" or "Dispensational Fullness."
It is made up of the sum of 3+4=7. That is of the Divine number and the World number. It is
more frequently used in the Scriptures than any other numeral. It stands for the Seventh Day of
the "Creative Week, " and speaks of the Millennial Rest Day.
The Sabbath was the Seventh day. Enoch was the Seventh from Adam. There were Seven days
of grace after Noah entered into the Ark. Jacob served Seven years for Raehel. There were
Seven years of plenty, and Seven years of famine in Egypt. At the taking of Jericho, Seven
Priests, with Seven Trumpets, marched at the head of the people Seven times around the city.
There was a Seven-Branched Candlestick in the Tabernacle. The land was to rest in the Seventh
year. Solomon was Seven years in building the Temple and kept the feast for Seven days. Job
had Seven sons. When his friends came to visit him they sat Seven days and Seven nights in
silence, and afterward they were required to offer a Burnt Offering of Seven bullocks and
Seven rams. Naaman washed Seven times in the Jordan. The blood was to be sprinkled Seven
times before the Mercy Seat. Lev. 16:14. There were Seven Feasts of Jehovah, some of which
lasted Seven days. The Savior spo
ke Seven words from the cross. But it is not until we come to the Book of Revelation that we
see the significance of the number Seven.
The Book is addressed to the Seven Churches of Asia by Him who stands in the midst of the
Seven Golden Candlesticks, and from the Seven Spirits before His Throne, and was to be sent
to the Seven Stars, or ministers of those churches. There is a Seven-Sealed Book, which is
opened by a Lamb having Seven horns and Seven eyes. Seven Seals are broken. Seven Angels
sound Seven Trumpets and Seven Angels pour out Seven Golden Vials containing the Seven
last Plagues. There is a Beast with Seven Heads, and a Dragon with Seven Heads and Seven
Crowns on the Heads. There are Seven Mountains, and in all the number Seven is mentioned
upward of fifty times in the Book of Revelation. It is the Book of Sevens because it is the Book
of the Consummation of all the Seven Dispensations of God's Plan and Purpose of the Ages,
and ushers in the New Heaven and the New Earth, and the New City.
FORTY (40) - The Number of "Probation."
At the Flood it rained Forty days and Forty nights. Moses was on probation Forty years in
Egypt, Forty years in the desert, and Forty years with Israel in the Wilderness. The Spies were
Forty days spying out the land and Israel wandered Forty years in the Wilderness. The reigns
of Saul, David and Solomon each lasted Forty years. Goliath defied Israel for Forty days.
Nineveh was given Forty days to repent. Elijah fasted Forty days and Forty nights. Jesus was
tempted Forty days and appeared eleven times during Forty days after His Resurrection.
Punishment by flogging was limited to Forty stripes save one. All these instances show that
God was not hasty in His judgments, but gave man ample time for a fair trial.
So, DID YOU KNOW??? If you learned something new, today, why not attend Sunday School
where dedicated, knowledgeable teachers will assist in your understanding of the Bible.
Today's DID YOU KNOW (June 21, 2009) was presented by Ed Burnett, Assistant Teacher
Adult Men's Class.

