Chapter 42
The New Century


1. 
Introduction (pp. 1014–1015) 
a. List three of the distinguishing characteristics of America at the turn of the twenty-first century mentioned by the authors in the opening section.

 


(1) 

 


(2)

 


(3)



b. The last paragraph of this section makes a case for the relevance of historical understanding for those who will “make history” in the future. *** Do you buy this argument? What do you see as the relevance of this study (if any) to your future life? Do you believe that you will be “making history,” or is history only “made” by a few people such as those mentioned in this book?


2. 
The New Economy (pp. 1015–1018) 
a. List one or two of the “promises” and “perils” of the “information age” highlighted by the authors.

 


(1) Promises:

 


(2) Perils:



b. *** What was your reaction to the statistics cited showing the trend toward a widening gap between the rich and poor in America?


3. 
Gender Roles and the “Fading Family” (pp. 1018–1021) 
a. Some staggering statistics are presented showing the rapid recent growth of women (and especially mothers) in the workforce. But the authors observe that “women now brought home the bacon and then cooked it, too.” *** In your view, can or should women be asked to do this double duty? What do you see as some possible future trends in the area of gender roles and the split of career obligations and family duties?



b. The demise of the nuclear family represents another radical social trend. One out of _____ marriages ends in divorce. One out of ____ women age 25–29 have never been married, meaning that families are starting later. One out of _____ white babies and two out of _____ black babies are born to a single mother. Kids spend more time watching _____ than they do in the classroom. *** Have you experienced the effects of these trends among your own friends and family?


4. 
Changing Demographics (pp. 1021–1025) 
a. The growing numbers and political power of older people has resulted in the growth of government support for the medical needs of the elderly far outstripping the growth of education spending on the young. What do the authors mean on p. 1022 when they say that a “war between the generations” looms in the twenty-first century?



b. *** Do you view as a positive or a negative the increasingly multicultural nature of the population due heavily to the roughly _____ million new immigrants that arrive each year, primarily from the regions of _____________ and ________________________? 


5. 
Urban vs. Rural America (pp. 1025–1030) 
a. Review the discussion of the intractable problems of the “friendless underclass” locked in poverty in the nation’s inner cities. As concepts like “affirmative action” lose favor, what does author Shelby Steele mean (box, p. 1028) when he argues that “we need deracinated social policies”? *** What do you think of this argument?




(1) “Deracinated” policies:




(2) Your view:



b. Look at the discussion of black family life in the inner cities on p. 1030. *** To what extent do you think that this factor contributes to the cycle of poverty? Are there any solutions? 



c. Review the map of the 2000 election returns on p. 1029. How does this map portray “a deep cultural chasm between urban and rural America”?


6. 
Culture and Conclusion (pp. 1030–1034) 
a. Despite the pervasive nature of TV and pop culture, the authors argue that an increasingly educated population is reading more and pushing the arts in new directions. They emphasize the widening diversity of major writers and the subject matter they treat. *** Skim the list of writers, playwrights, and artists of the late twentieth century located at the end of this chapter and name a few with whom you are familiar and whose work is particularly attractive to you.



b. *** Looking back over 400 years (and 1034 pages!), do you have any overall observations about America’s past or its likely future? For example, has America been a “shining city upon a hill,” i.e., an exceptional place (with a few warts) to be emulated by others, or is it a hypocritical place that doesn’t often live up to its lofty ideals? Do you think young people today are lucky to be coming of age at a time of unusual opportunity, or will they be more constrained than previous generations by the issues cited by the authors (and perhaps others) in their conclusion?

Chapter 42 

 The New Century

Pages 1015–1018 

“Information age” 

“Information superhighway” 

“Dot-com” explosion 

Pages 1018–1021

Family leave bill (1993) 

Pages 1021–1025 

Dr. Jonas Salk (1953) 

“Unfunded liability” (of Social Security) 

Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 

Latinos 

Chicanos 

César Chávez 

Pages 1025–1030 

Los Angeles riots (1992) 

O. J. Simpson trial (1995) 

L. Douglas Wilder 

Carol Moseley-Braun 

Pages 1030–1034
Western writers:


Larry McMurtry 


Raymond Carver 


Annie Dillard 


Ivan Doig 


Jim Harrison 


David Guterson 


Wallace Stegner 


Norman MacLean 

African-American writers:


August Wilson 


George Wolfe 


Alice Walker 


Toni Morrison 

Native-American writers:


N. Scott Momaday 


James Welch 

Asian-American writers:


David Hwang 


Maxine Hong Kingston 


Amy Tan 


Jhumpa Lahiri 

Irish-American writer:


Frank McCourt 

Women writers:


Jane Smiley 


Ann Tyler 


E. Annie Proulx 

Artists:


Jackson Pollock 


Willem de Kooning 


Andy Warhol 


Robert Rauschenberg 


Claes Oldenburg 


Georgia O’Keeffe 

Playwrights:


David Mamet 


Tony Kushner 

Filmmakers:


George Lucas 


Steven Spielberg 
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