VOLUME 13

Issue:12

December, 2017

Welcome

Holiday Party
Lucky Door Prize
Winners

M essage from Your President
Hello DBOS members,
The holidays are here and I would like to wish all of our Society
members a happy and healthy holiday season.
With temperatures going down into the 40's the next few days bring
in all your orchids. Click here for more information. It's a busy time of
the year but remember that your orchids still need the same care
as the rest of the year.
Our holiday party was a big hit again this year
and all that attended took home a beautiful
blooming orchid from Springwater Orchids. We
also voted in the new Board for 2018 and
welcome Board members: Judith Cohen,
Bernadette Garfinkle, Michele Owens, Buddy
Rappaport and Susan Santoro. We are looking
forward to working with them in the upcoming
year and hope you will welcome them also.
We especially thank the out going Board
members for their two years of outstanding
and enthusiastic service to our Society: Jay Blackburn, Vernell
Lewis and Dody Mancini.

Jay

Vernell and Dody

As we enter the New Year let's welcome back our snowbirds and
greet new members with enthusiasm. We have a great year ahead
with several excellent speakers and events planned. I hope to see
you at the meetings. Don't forget to continue to bring your in
blooming orchids for a chance to take home a free orchid. We had
some amazing member orchids this year.
Remember, there is no December meeting so join us on January

10, 2018 for Alan Koch, owner Gold Country Orchids, lecture on
"Miniature Cattleyas for a Warm Climate". Doors open at 6:30 pm
and meeting starts at 7:00 pm.
Bill Thrall,
DBOS President

REPO TTI NG SO CI AL DECEMBER 16
Upcoming Orchid Shows
TAMIAMI
INTERNATIONAL
ORCHID FESTIVAL
Friday - Sunday, January
12th - 14th, 2018 from 10am
to 6pm daily
Dade County Fairgrounds
Expo Center - 10901 Coral
Way (S.W. 24th St) Miami,
FL 33165
Advance Purchase - $10 | At
the door - $12 | Kids under
12 - Free . For detials go to:
www.orchidfestival.com

Fort Lauderdale
Orchid Show

www.FLOS.org
Welcome to Our New
Members

Etana Finkle
Joyce Mauney
Bonnie Plucinski
Thomas Votolato
Thank you for joining and be
sure to pick up your new
member packet and ID badge
at the January 10th meeting.

Need to repot an orchid but not sure how to do it? There will be a repotting
hands-on workshop, lead by our member Becky, on Saturday December
16, 2017 at 10:00 am. Becky has generously offered to host this workshop
at her beautiful tropical garden and home, so please ASAP today, if you
are interested. Address will be provided by Becky.
Please bring with you:
A clean pot, one size larger than the current pot and
Potting medium.

ANNUAL HO LI DAY PARTY

AMERICAN ORCHID
SOCIETY
Growing Tips January
and Feb ruary

Cattleya
Watering and fertilizing
will be at a minimum, as
will potting. Be on the
lookout for senescing
sheaths on your winterinto-spring bloomers.
Careful removal of the
dying sheaths will still
allow buds to develop
without the danger of
condensation-induced
rot. Low light will lead to
weak spikes, so, and as
noted above, staking is
critical. If you have a
chance to get out to
nurseries, there may still
be a chance to acquire
good plants in sheath for
spring bloom. Getting
them now not only
ensures that you'll have
them, but allows them to
acclimate to your
conditions and bloom at
their best.
Paphiopedilum
The standard
Paphiopedilum insignederived hybrids, which
are called "bull dogs" and
"toads," are at their
peak. Unlike most other
orchids, they can even
be potted while in bud.
There really is no wrong
time to pot a
paphiopedilum, and no
other orchid responds so
favorably to fresh mix
and a cleanup. Keep an
eye on watering until
roots begin to grow.

2018 Board Members
L to R. Ollie Jackson, Valerie Smith, Annette Jackson, Susan Santoro,
Phalaenopsis
President Bill Thrall, Donna Swanson, Michele Owens, Bernadette
Now is the peak of spike Garfinkel, Lorna Hanson, James Mangan, Barbara Shaw. Missing,
development, with the first Thomas Johnson, Judith Lieberman, Buddy Rappaport

plants in full flower. Staking
and plant preparation is a
must for those all-important
spring
shows.
Correct
staking now will give a
better display and also

GROWING ORCHIDS IN DECEMBER
BY DR. MARTIN MOTES
This November has been both warmer and

make it much easier to
transport to your society
meetings and shows. Care
with watering is vital to avoid
mechanical damage to the
flowers, as well as rotrelated problems. Keep
spent blooms cleaned up to
avoid botrytis inoculation. Do
not repot this month. Now
you'll be seeing lots of
phalaenopsis
at
orchid
shows and sales.
Visit
the
American
Orchid Society Web site
for more information

AOS NEW YEAR
RESOLUTIONS FOR
BEINNGERS
#1 - No overwatering
Well behaved
houseplants tell us when
they need more water by
drooping slightly. They
look dry and sometimes
a little crinkly. Let them
go too long without water
and they will keel over
(and, alas, sometimes
die). When they begin to
droop, the attentive
grower gives them water
and sees them perk right
up.
Orchids, unfortunately,
are often perverse: they
droop slightly, get a
crinkly surface, often with
grooves running the
length of the leaves,
when they get too much
water. Just the opposite
of the expectations most
of us have for wellbehaved plants. Our
natural inclination, based
on experience, is to add
water. For orchids, this
course can be deadly.
Literally.
To read the entire article,
click here
W E W ANT TO HE AR
FROM YOU

wetter than normal. In effect, we have
experienced an extension of the late rainy
season more typical of October. With this
thought in mind we need to think of
continuing our late season practices.
Perhaps most importantly, we must be
extra watchful for fungus and extra careful
with water. Although days are warmer than
usual they are much shorter and nights are
much longer.
Motes Vandas

The extra heat increases drying potential
but not nearly enough to compensate for the reduction of daylight hours and
their drying effect. This is a moment to be firmly reminded that the key to
successful orchid cultivation is drying each different genus out to its desired
degree of dryness to defeat its mortal enemy fungus. Under current weather
conditions this means strict adherence to the rules: water only when you are
sure the plant needs it and water early. Even with somewhat lower relative
humidity, we need every hour of drying that nature is giving us.
The buffeting of Hurricane Irma has acerbated the problems which the wet
warm weather has brought. Minor cuts and scrapes on leaves often provide
a point of entry for fungus. Be extra vigilant and follow the great orchid
grower rule: look at each of your plants every day! An ounce of prevention,
to wit, the cupric hydroxide mixture recommended in the October
newsletter, is still appropriate.
While the extra rain and higher humidity has quelled the typical seasonal
onslaught of mites, the higher temperatures have suited Thrips just fine.
The recommended control measures in Florida Orchid Growing will ensure
beautiful blooms for the holidays. Temperatures are low enough to spray oil
followed in 7-10 days by soap which will control both mites and Thrips.
Snails, which by this time of year are usually well into their long winter
sleep, are out and about. A light application of snail bait, before or after the
rain brought by the next arriving cold front, will give them eternal rest.
While we've been enjoying mild weather until now, this weekend's cold front
reminds us that winter can still strike in South Florida. Now is a good time to
review the cold tolerance of various orchids in Florida Orchid Growing pp
117-120. To read article, click here
Martin Motes
President, Motes Orchids

January Meeting Order Plants Now
We are thrilled to have Alan Koch, owner of Gold County Orchids, California,
speak at our January 10, 2018 meeting on growing miniature cattleyas in a
warm climate. As special offer to DBOS members you can pre order orchid
directly from Alan. He is offering free freight and a 20% discount on both
the limited availability list and our website. Members can pay at the meeting
with check CC or cash. Members can contact him directly for more
information and be sure to tell him you belong to the Delray Beach Orchid
Society: gcorchids@aol.com
GOLD COUNTR Y OR CHIDS
For over 30 years we have been known for our quality miniature and compact
cattleyas, but to the orchid aficionado we have also been known as a fantastic
source for species.
With over 2000 different species, too many to put into one list, we have long
been a source to the orchid industry. The quality of our species has been

perfected through years of breeding.
If you have any suggestions
or comments regarding the In our many travels we are always looking to improve on the quality of our
Society, meetings or this orchids and have always tried to buy new plants on every trip to add to our

newsletter, please feel free to select inventory. For years people have come to our nursery to seek divisions
contact
our
President,
of our sometimes rare, but always healthy, vigorous plants. Now we can bring
William Thrall, at 561-506the nursery to you via our web site.
3371 or e-mail.
Our owner Alan Koch is an internationally known speaker, author, and expert in
If you have special event in the Cattleya Alliance.
your life or know of a
member who is ill, please
call
our
Corresponding Upcoming Meetings and Events
Secretary, Thomas Johnson at
561-350-8451.
January 10, 2018 - Allen Koch, Gold Coast Orchids: "Growing Miniature

Cattleyas in a Warm Climate"

Moving? Changed your e-mail
or phone number? We don't
want to lose contact with you. January 27, 2018 - Wine in the Garden. Delray Garden Center.
Please
contact
our Refreshments, greenhouse tour, plant swap. 2:30 -4:30. RSVP
Membership Chair, Donna
Holt Swanson.

February 14, 2018 - TBA

March 14, 2018 - Annual Orchid Auction
April 11, 2018 - Mac Rivenback, Macs Orchids
May 9, 2018 - Repotting and Mounting Workshop
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Our goal is to stimulate interest, provide education and enable the
exchange of information among orchid lovers
interested in the culture of orchids.
DELRAY BEACH ORCHID SOCIETY

PO Box 6571
Delray Beach, FL. 33482
Monthly Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
except December. Start time 7:00 PM
Location: Veterans Park Adult Recreation Building, 802 NE 1 Street, Delray
Beach, FL. 33483
561-573-2360 or 561-638-9014
Visit our Web Site Click here
Follow us on Facebook
We are a non profit 501 {c} 3 organization

