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“I just wanna’ ride…”
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Director...
Good morning/afternoon/evening, Biggs HOG Family,
… and welcome to March. There are a lot of things going on in our little corner of the
world, and this edition of the HOG Express will give you a decent idea of what those
things are. We have RGIT’s in training, Long Distance trips to be taking, local rides
aplenty… so check out all the articles for the details, as there’s plenty ‘o good stuff
happening.
Before I go further with my ramblings, here’s a quiz: who said the quote that’s at the top of the cover page
of this month’s edition of the HOG Express, and where is it from? Those who get it right can have bragging
rights… and here’s a clue: it’s actually a three-part answer.

Alright, now to get down to it – this month, I’m doing a little housekeeping with my article, taking care of
some details that need to get off of the ‘ol to-do list. I know you all know how those lists get annoyingly
long… so here goes my shot at whittling mine down some.
First off, a note about the benefits of membership – those over and above the riding and hanging out with
your friends in the Biggs HOG family, that is. One of these is being able to have access to the Member
Chatroom on Facebook. All you need to do to gain access is go the chatroom page and click
on the button that sends a request to the moderators. Once or twice a month, the requests
are reviewed and people whose membership is in good standing are accepted to the page.
And that brings up two points – first, requests come in to add outside friends and family, but
please remember that by the rules of the page and as part of the benefits of membership –
the chatroom it is for chapter members only. And second, it has been pointed out that there are those in
the chatroom who have not been members in a while. So, sometime in April, the roster will be trimmed to
only those who are currently members of Biggs HOG. If you know anyone who enjoys being a part of the
chatroom page who has not kept their membership up to date, or who, over the years, have drifted away…
please give them a nudge to re-up their membership. And while you’re at it, ask them to come on out and
ride with us again – we’d love to see them and catch up!
Now on to another item that has crossed my desk: For those who wish to know more specifics about our
ride destination, how we’re going to get there, and our best guess at when we’re going to arrive - please
send a request to Don A at RoadCapt@BiggsHog.com to be added to the route distribution list. If you are a
current member, you will then start receiving each week’s routes in both spreadsheet format, and in a data
file you can use if you have a GPS. All the specific details that we do not have room to fit on the calendar
are included. However, please note that things can change – weather, road conditions, issues with our
planned destination… so you should still check the ride line for updates. Also, for those wanting to meet us
at the end of the ride, attending the ride brief (or asking someone who does to fill you in) can save you a
surprise, as sometimes changes have to be made on the fly, and are announced just prior to our putting the
kick stands up.
OK… got it? Cool! And that’s enough housekeeping. Now for the answer to the quiz: “I just wanna’ ride”
was said by… (drum roll, please)… Woody, as played by John Travolta in the movie Wild Hogs. And “I just
wanna’ ride” kind of sums things up for this month, because it’s time to
hear the rumble…

Bob G
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Asst. Director...
Why Our Road Guards Are Better Than The Average Road Guard.
National HOG has had a love/hate relationship with the concept of road guards for
many years. The enhanced safety of road guards cannot be doubted but does the use of road guards stifle
the spontaneity of members going on rides? I, for one, do not think that our use of road guards restricts in
any way our chapter members from riding.
With over 140 scheduled rides per year (plus long distance trips) we do provide many riding opportunities
for chapter members, but those same chapter members go on plenty of spontaneous or personally
scheduled rides each year. I’ve also been told by more than one chapter member that they like the idea of
being able to show up for a ride knowing only the destination and that the ride will be safe & fun. I think
the real answer is that our chapter members like to just “show up & ride” sometimes and at other times
schedule and plan their own rides, whether it’s just around the local area or long distance trips.
Another common complaint about road guards is that in some chapters they take on a dictatorial role
planning, scheduling and leading all the chapter rides. Again, this is not true in our chapter. Our rides are
selected and scheduled by our activities committee. And, while we do have road guards on the committee,
there are many members that are not road guards. The activities committee openly solicits ride ideas.
If you have ride suggestions send them to Activities@BiggsHOG.com. You also don’t need to be a road guard
to plan the route! Got a favorite twisty road? Plan a ride around it and send it to the above email address.
Your input will be appreciated!

So, what do our road guards do? Our road guards are
servants to the chapter & have dedicated themselves to the
safe transportation of members on chapter rides. Road
guards study, practice & they are tested on the policies,
procedures & standards contained not only in our Group
Riding Manual but also the Road Guard Manual & the Road
Guard Training Manual. These resources are available for all
chapter members to download and review. Each road guard
agrees to not only work
towards improving
themselves, but also each
other as fellow road
guards by paying
attention to their riding skills, judgment & knowledge. They also agree to
lead by example.
Road guard training is available to any chapter member that meets the
simple requirements to be a road guard and possesses the desire to
serve the chapter. Currently, we have eight chapter members that have
started training to be road guards. I encourage all chapter members to
watch our road guards in training (RGITs) progress and to review the
manuals and guides mentioned above. If you think that you might enjoy
giving back to the chapter as a road guard, then talk to our road captain!

Scott N
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DEALER NEWS...
Check out what’s happenin’ on
SATURDAYS in March!!!

Check us out at www.facebook.com/biggsharley
www.instagram.com/biggsharley or www.twitter.com/biggsharley

For more info, email receptionist@biggsh-d.com or visit.

The Staff at Biggs H-D
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Membership...
Thank you to everyone that has renewed their Chapter membership for 2018! We are now
up to 168 members! A special welcome to our newest members Jesse B, Andre B & Chris B.
Our Biggs family is always growing – and we welcome all of our new members! It’s great to
add new friends to the Biggs family!

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS!!!

Congratulations to our February winners: the birthday winner was Paul K & our $50 Saddlebag drawing
winner was Lori M. If you’d like to get in on a chance to win a $50 Biggs gift card, then don’t forget to stop by
the Check-In table at the next Chapter Meeting & get a blue ticket. Also, if your birthday is that month, don’t
forget to put your name in the Birthday drawing bucket for a chance to win a Biggs gift card!!
A special Thank You to Lori & Martin M for helping out with member sign-in & birthday/saddlebag ticket
distribution last month, and also to Martina K for helping me at the membership table! Your help is very
much appreciated! If anyone else would like to volunteer at a Chapter meeting – make sure to sign up during
any of the Chapter meetings at the Volunteer table. I’d be happy to have your help and, in turn, you will earn
volunteer points!
I am also excited to announce that we have our first referral of a new member under the Refer-A-Friend
Membership Challenge. Shout out to Kathie C for referring Jesse B & bringing him to a chapter meeting. I
hope we have more new member referrals in the coming months!!
The rules are simple:
Refer 4 new paid members by signing them up at a Chapter Meeting. & Receive a $25 Gift Card
They must be a New Member (i.e. not a renewal)
The existing member who refers the most new members will receive a free Biggs HOG Membership
renewal for 2019! The winner will be announced in October.
If you are referring a new member, just have them note your name as “Referred By” on the chapter release
form.
As I mentioned during the chapter meeting, if you are interested in being profiled at an upcoming meeting,
please send me an email at Membership@BiggsHOG.com along with a picture of you & your bike and some
interesting data about you that you would like to share with your fellow HOG family members.
The Joshua Tree overnighter is now a memory and the Tombstone trip is fast approaching. If you have never
been on a Biggs HOG Long Distance Trip, I encourage you to do so. You will have a great time and never make
better fiends.
Until I see you…..Ride Safe and Have Fun!

John S
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Road Captain...
At last month’s chapter meeting we recognized Michael A for earning his
300th ride pin and Bob G for earning his 400th ride pin. Way to go, guys!!!

I’m sure that you have all noticed the chapter members wearing the bright green hats with “RGIT” on the
front. RGIT stands for Road Guard In Training and we have eight of them this year. After months and
months of training, these green hats will be replaced with orange hats that say “Road Guard” on them.
Along with the orange hats, they will receive the orange ropes that really signify that they have successfully
completed all the requirements to become a Biggs Chapter Road Guard.
Have you ever considered taking the first step in becoming a road guard? The next RGIT class will be the
class of 2019, with training commencing in February of that year. And, believe it or not, it’s not too early to
begin preparing for that class. Please look at the requirements shown on the Safety tab of our chapter web
site. Assuming you meet the membership requirements, the other requirement that necessitates looking
ahead is our ride participation requirements. You must have ridden with us on 24 chapter rides, at least 6 of
which have been Get Acquainted Rides (GAR), and at least 6 other than Get Acquainted Rides. This mix of
experience will best prepare you for success in our RGIT program.
If you have the desire to serve our chapter, please consider doing so a road guard. Yes, the process of
becoming a road guard is challenging, but well worth the effort. If you have any questions about becoming a
road guard, please feel free to contact either of us.

Don A & Ed “Fast Eddie” P
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Safety...
Warmer weather is on the way!!!

Safety...

Even though we really don’t have an “off season”, when it gets warmer here in San Diego
County we tend to spend more time on our motorcycles than over the holidays and rainy
season. Here are some thoughts I’d like to share with you regarding how to “keep the
rubber side down & the shiny side up” when riding by yourself or with BIGGS HOG.
1. Watch Other Drivers' Heads & Mirrors; Watching the head movements of drivers through their
windows & mirrors is an excellent way to anticipate sudden moves. Most drivers won't lunge left or
right without first moving their heads one way or another even if they don't check their mirrors.

2. Trust Your Mirrors, But Not Totally; Your bike's mirrors can be lifesavers, but they don't always
tell the entire story even if they're adjusted properly. In traffic, always buttress your mirror-generated
rear view with a glance over the appropriate shoulder. Do it quickly and you'll add an extra measure
of rear-view & blind-spot knowledge to your info-gathering tasks.
3. Never Get Between A Vehicle & An Offramp; This sounds almost too simple but drivers who
decide to exit at the last minute kill plenty of riders each year. The simple rule then is to never
position yourself between a vehicle & an offramp. Passing on the right is generally a “no-no” but, in
this day & age it's sometimes necessary. So, if you do decide to pass on the right do so between exits
or cross-streets.

Larry H

4. Cover Your Brakes; In traffic you must often react extra quickly which means not fumbling for
the brake lever or pedal. To minimize reach time, always keep a finger or two on the brake lever &
your right toe close to the rear brake pedal. When that cell phone-yakking dork cuts across your path
trying to get to the 7-Eleven for a burrito supreme, you will be ready.
5. Be Noticed; Make sure drivers & pedestrians can see you, even from a distance. Ride with your
high beam on during the day (as a courtesy, turn it off when sitting behind someone at a light).
Wear brightly colored gear, especially your helmet & jacket. Hi Vis yellow suits & jackets aren't just
hugely conspicuous, they're also becoming more fashionable. So now you don't have an excuse.

Larry H
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Activities...

Join Us For A Night of
HOG Family Fun!!!
Tickets for Biggs HOG Hockey Night can now
be purchased online at www.biggshog.com
or in person. $15 for members, $19 for non
members, free bike parking and….. if we sell enough tickets one
of our lucky Biggs HOG family
members will get to ride the
Zamboni! See the flyer on our
website for more info... Let’s
all ride & enjoy a great night
of HOG Family Fun!!!

What the heck is a “RAR”???
What did you do on Super Bowl Sunday? Some of us went on a ride to the Corner Bakery in Carlsbad for
breakfast. The breakfast ride left plenty of time for those who wanted to watch the Super Bowl later in the
day. Me, I was up for a “RAR”. We’ve been doing “Rides After the Ride” (RAR) for a long time in our Chapter
and that day seemed like a great day to do another one! After breakfast, Donna R had expressed that she
had never been to the Palomar Observatory. Good enough for me, lets go! The word was passed around
where we were going & the folks that wanted to go hung around . We formed up to leave. First stop: Gas.
We headed up the I-5 to Hwy 76 & stopped for some petrol. We then headed east on the 76 to the South
Grade & ascended the mountain. Being a very twisty road, the South Grade is both challenging & fun but,
demands full concentration. Donna R said she was all smiles on the South Grade ascension of the mountain!!

We arrived at the observatory and visited both the museum & the observatory itself, which is an engineering
marvel. We descended the mountain on the East Grade & stopped at two lookout points that gave us
spectacular views of our beautiful county & Lake Henshaw. You can guess where our next stop was. That’s
right, Mom’s Apple Pie in Wynola!!! After enjoying dessert, we departed on Hwy 78 through Ramona and
headed down the hill to Escondido & points west. A great day of riding with great people & perfect weather!
Going on a “RAR” requires no invitation, all are welcome! If you hear of one, pass the word & join in!! If
you’d like to do one, make the suggestion!! We are always looking for fun RAR destinations. RAR’s are also
another great way to enjoy riding our Harleys with our chapter family. Lot of miles with lots of smiles!!!
Hope to see you on the next one!

Dale D
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Ladies of Harley...

WOW!!! We already having approximately 60 people signed up to go on the
next long-distance trip to Tombstone, AZ!!! In preparation for this ride, we
invited our Safety Officer, Larry H, to present Formation 201 at our February
LOH Chapter Dinner at Mike’s BBQ . We had a great turnout & it was nice to
have a little refresher course under our belts for the long distance rides
planned for this year!!!
March’s chapter dinner will feature our Primary Officers Bob G, Scott N,
Michele D, and Donna R, as well as Webmaster / Asst. Road Captain Eddie P
and Safety Officer Larry H. They will be highlighting the experiences they had
at “HOT” (Harley Officers Training) and some of the “Take Aways” that they
brought home. What is a “Take Away”?? Come to the next LOH Chapter Dinner to find out and have a great
evening with your chapter family at Mike’s BBQ in Escondido!!
If there is a speaker or activity you would like us to have at one of our chapter dinners, please drop us a note
at HarleyLadies@BiggsHOG.com or, reach out to me or my assistant Kathlene M. We’d love to hear your
suggestions!!!

Mary D & Kathlene M
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A Touching Reflection...
Chris Wickersham, by Jim W
I have been looking at this white monitor for several weeks now, trying to figure
out how do I begin to put in writing my thoughts on Chris and how much he
meant to this Chapter & me. Chris was one of our beloved members of our
Biggs HOG Family. As most of you know, Chris took his final ride on December
28th, 2017. Chris was a very unique person, he served this Chapter, and he was a
class act, a good soul, and rode his own route! Chris was a competitor in life
but, when it came to the chapter, he was a “giver”. He served as a Road Guard,
Assistant Director, Director, Road Captain & Volunteer; in short, he was someone
who was willing to donate his time to our many events and never asked for
recognition, just “thanks” was all he needed. I believe I was special to Chris, but
that was just like everybody else in his life. We all meant something to Chris
and we were all special to him. He loved his HOG family, and with his never
ending smile and a commitment to people, this chapter, and life, Chris made it
hard not to love him back. I will cherish every memory of Chris.
Big Hugs, My Friend!
I will miss you!
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Joshua Tree Overnighter…
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Long
Distance...

HOW ABOUT THAT…We had our first LDT of the year last month Feb 17 & 18!!! We did an overnighter to Joshua Tree
and what a blast it was!! Our route covered a lot of back roads & we saw many sights that some of us had never seen
before. And, what’s even more encouraging, is that a lot of the folks who rode with us are newer members and they
haven’t had the opportunity to go on an extended trip with us before. They enjoyed it so much that many of them have
already signed up for the Tombstone trip!! We’re happy to have you join us!!!
We had great weather for the trip & it was really exciting to hear folks talk about
some of the roads & sights that they were experiencing for the first time. After having
a leisurely breakfast at Rainbow Oaks, who took good care of us, we took as many
back roads to Joshua Tree as possible. Because of the 3 day weekend, Joshua Tree
was really packed & although we missed some of the spots because of parking issues
we were able to hit some of the high points. Because of the three day weekend,

Joshua Tree was really packed. Although this caused us to miss some spots
because of parking issues, we were still able to hit several high points.

After checking in to the hotel, we had a great dinner at the Pizza Hut down the road.
These folks really took great care of us! They set up the tables in a large square
which allowed all of us to talk and banter to each other face to face. They were also
really good in getting our orders out with minimum confusion. You know how that
goes when you have over 30 people ordering. Sunday morning folks picked the route
they wanted to take to head home and again, the Road Guards (Thank You!) did a
great job in getting folks home. I’m sure there are photos of the trip in this issue.
Our next trip is to Tombstone March 16-19. We will be staying in Sierra Vista, AZ & this is shaping up to be a really great
trip!! We have 62 people, 39 bikes and, right now, we also have 5 cars joining us. This is going to be approximately a 504
mile ride with a breakfast stop at Acorn Casino & plenty of fuel stops along the way to make it a comfortable ride. The
trip packet has a lot of information about the areas we’ll be visiting with a lot of different routes. There is so much to
see & it’s hard to see it all in just two days. The hotel is great & they do sell adult beverages in the evenings for our
nightly get togethers. If you don’t want to miss out on a great trip with a lot of your friends, you have until March 9 th to
take advantage of the room rates. Come & join us; we’d love to share this fun experience with you!!
I know a lot of you who have signed up for the LDT’s made the F-201 Larry H conducted at the February LOH Chapter
Dinner. But, if you missed it & would like to attend, hound him to have another presentation! He’ll probably shoot me
for that!! Lol
Our Cottonwood & Yosemite trips are still booking. If you don’t want to miss out on the fun you’re hearing about, book
your rooms now. It may be hard to get extra rooms if you delay. The extended trip to Colorado is still in the planning
stages. We’re having trouble finding hotels that can accommodate us. But, I promise, it will be posted soon so keep an
eye out for the notice & make sure to book your rooms as soon as possible!!

Bill E & Pat D
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Celebrating Our HOG Family Members
With February Birthdays!!!
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Be sure to PATRONIZE
our Advertisers and
tell them where you
saw their ad!!!

Behind
Starbucks.
Across from
Carl’s Jr.

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest

Advertise Your
Business or Service
In The
HOG Express!!
Email Editor@BiggsHog.com
For Current Rates & Specials
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Check The Most
Current Calendar At
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES
March 2018

Call Our
24 Hour Ride Line
(760) 736-2920

Sat, Mar 3: Tom's Farm
10 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Med Distance ride on backroads to Tom's Farm (Corona, CA). Check
out the steam train, farmers market, restaurants and more.

Tues, Mar 13: Meatball Challenge #3
6 PM Biggs H-D
Short Distance ride on back roads to Filippi’s in Escondido Come &
enjoy dinner with your chapter family!!

Sun, Mar 4: Fuddrucker Ride
10 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
~Med distance on backroads to Mira Mesa Fuddrucker’s for lunch
with the chapter family. ( Then maybe a RAR??? )

Thurs, Mar 15: Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D
Destination - ride & have fun with Biggs HOG.

Mon, Mar 5: Cat in The Hat
7:15 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
~Short distance, back road ride to Monte Vista Elementary School.
Be part of the morning celebration. Feel free to stay & read to the
children in the annual Read Across America event.
Wed, Mar 7: Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D
~YAT YAS Museum at Camp Pendleton then catfish buffet. Even if
you have already submitted base access, you MUST pre-register for
each ride on base by notifying MilitaryLiaison@BiggsHog.com

Fri, Mar 16: LDT—Tombstone, AZ
FRI. Mar 16 thru Mon-Mar 19.
See the long distance tab on the Biggs HOG website for hotel info.
Preliminary trip packets will be sent out to those who have signed
up for each trip approximately 6 weeks prior to the departure
date.
Sun, Mar 18: Day After St. Patty’s Day
10 AM Biggs H-D
Medium distance on back roads ending at Hennessey's in Carlsbad.

Wed, Mar 7: Officer’s Meeting ~ Invite Only
6 PM ~ Dinner (Optional); 7 PM Meeting

Tues, Mar 20: Get your ride on to the Chapter Dinner
6 PM Biggs H-D
Very Short distance ride to Mike's BBQ in Escondido for the Ladies
of Harley Chapter Dinner.

Fri, Mar 9: Chapter Meeting—All Are Welcome!!
6 PM Biggs H-D ~ Socialize &/or Sign Up To Volunteer!!
7 PM ~ Meeting ~ Come & see what’s been happening & what’s
planned for our HOG Family!!

Tues, Mar 20: LOH Chapter Dinner
6 PM for Dinner (optional); speaker at 7PM.
Hosted by LOH at Mikes BBQ in Escondido. Speaker Harley Officer
Training (HOT) attendees. Everyone welcome.

Sat, Mar 10: Formation 101
8:30 AM at Biggs H-D.
~Come learn how we ride as a group. If you haven't been in a while
come & refresh your knowledge. Coffee & doughnuts. Members will
receive a Rider Pin for attending.

Sat, Mar 24: Planes of Fame
9 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Med Distance freeway blast to Chino Air Museum, Planes of Fame.

Sat, Mar 10: Get Acquainted Ride (GAR)
10:15 AM at Biggs H-D.
After Formation 101, put your knowledge to work during our most
popular ride & then eat lunch with your HOG family!!
Destination: Someplace to eat!
Sun, Mar 11: SUN-Flower Power & Bug Splat Ride
9 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Long distance on back roads with a stop at Dudley's for sandwiches
for a picnic at Christmas Circle in Borrego Springs. The desert flowers
should be in Bloom. Stickers will be passed out to see who wins the
bug splat challenge & the winner will receive a gift card!!

Please check the website or ride line
for any changes to this schedule.

Sun, Mar 25: March Birthdays Celebration
10 AM Biggs H-D.
Med distance on back roads to Richie's in Temecula to celebrate
those with a March birthday. If you don’t have a March Birthday
come any way & help us celebrate those born this month.
Mon, Mar 26: Activities Committee Meeting ~ Coyote Café in Vista
6 PM Dinner (optional); 6:45 Meeting
Everyone Welcome ~ Space is limited
Please contact ActivitiesLocal@BiggsHog.com if you want to
attend and are not already on the committee.
Sun, Mar 30: Breakfast Ride
7 AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd.
Medium distance on back the roads to Penfolds in Temecula for
breakfast.
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