Report on Mexico Service Trip.
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important to report back to you on how your donation money was used and the Christmas miracle that

was provided thragh your generosity. 100% of all funds received went directly to the support of the

people in San Quintin Mexico with exception items that were given to the elders including an iron some
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provide fish tacos to the elders. In total there were 29 families who were provided with a nice

Christmas. Each family was given a large plastic garbage bag filled with items; the larger families

received 2 bags. This regents every active (and mostly active) member in the San Quintin Branch of

Mexico. The families total around 115 people. Each person received at{@agtt2tems, and most of

them received more. Each person got at least 1 item of clothing with gatshg 23 items of clothing.

Each father/man was given a tool set (either a set of pliers, set of screwdrivers, or hammer). Each
mother/woman got at least 5 basic household/kitchen items. Every family with boys got a new soccer

ball to play with. Eacbf the young women/girls got their own blanket. The fathers who worked in

construction type trades were given some power tools and hand tools. The little branch was provided

with 2 complete computer systems including keyboards, mice, and monitorsyfhems were set up

and are ready to be used for family history. This was what the branch president felt like the branch was
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work. There were als@doads of food delivered to families. The food was basic staples such as beans,

rice, flour, sugar, and cooking oil, as well as some fruits that are expensive for them to buy and as such

are less frequent treats for them to have such as oranges and banaviast of those who got food did

not have any water/power/bathroom/ heat in their homes.

The little branch eats together after their meetings at the church twice a month, and then goes out to

visit the lessactives. We left for the ward, a blender, seny utensils, serving bowls, and a crock pot for

their Sunday meals. They were also left with a new sewing machine that the relief society will lend out to
member with sewing projects. The sacrament table clothes that were being used appear to be old

sheets and were not attractive. 2 beautiful high quality embroidered, white linen table clothes were

donated to be used at the sacrament table. They used them the Sunday we attended meetings with the

ward on the 28 and heard comments about how beautiful the{ | Yy il OSyl ¢ o6K2f & & dzLILJS
looked.

We had planned on using a portion of the donation money to help buy materials and help build with the
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go spenl the holiday with their relatives in another city. It was also clear that the family had some basic
financial means and were making good progress on their home. They were better off than most of the

other branch members, so we left some Christmas giftsheir family, but we redirected the funds into

basic needs that were obvious, mostly into food staples.



As we talked with different families and children, we came to understand that many of the kids are
generally eating one meal a day, which is somesirsupplemented with a snack, but certainly below
basic nutritional standards.

A few quick notable memories.

1. We gave some food items to a young family which included a bag of oranges. Theg hild 5
children. Two of the younger boys, probably betwehe ages off 8 each grabbed onto the bag
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fighting or struggling for the item; they were just super excited and were just hugging the
oranges. They laid down/fadown right in the dirt just smiling and giggling with delight, each of
them hugging half of the bag of oranges and smelling them. It was pretty cute to see their
excitement over a few oranges, which would, seemed like a very routine part of our diet.

2. The first family we delivered presents to on Christmas day, evening, was the Olivera family. They
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was also the kitchen and dining area. It had a tin roof, dirt floor, a cloth for a door, no running
water, no power, no gas, and no heat. The mother lit two stubby little candles for light and we
used our flashlights as We We sat and got to know the kids a little bit, and then handed out
their gifts. We told them we loved them and that heavenly father knew each of them and he
loves them, and that the gifts we brought were to remind us of the gifts we receive from God
which includes his son Jesus Christ. We had a nice, but short visit with them, and got up to go.
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tight for a few moments and then turned them loose. It wdsweching and humbling thing.
The families were generally in quite humble circumstances, but very gracious, and friendly. They
were so thankful for what was given, and verbalized it multiple times.

3. None of the families knew that this was going to hapge the surprise of the children was
priceless. One home we visited was a larger family and we had to bags filled full of gifts. We
walked around the corner to knock on the door and one of the children came around the corner
and saw us, paused for a momnteand , started yelling Santa Claus, Santa Claus and ran into the
home to get the rest of the family. We approached the door singing a Christmas song in English.
This family was so fun to get to know and wanted to return the gift of a Christmas saygallh
got together in front of us and sang a song in Spanish. Honestly, their singing was pretty rough,
but the spirit was wonderful.



4. The kids red hair was a big attention grabber everywhere we went. On Sunday Josh went into
primary. He was a little mgous so | went in with him to get him introduced to the group since
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was a good sport, he put his head down and they all came up and rubbed his head and got a
close inspection. Through the rest of the meeting any time ohthem would walk past him
they would try to touch his hair. He just smiled and went with the flow.

The trip by the numbers:

Here is a brief summary of what your donation helped to provide to these 29 families. It felt like loaves
and fishes to sebow the amount of money that was donated could expand and help so many.

400+Ibs. of Clothes, shoes, coats

200+ household/ kitchen items, utensils, pots, pans, bowls, flatware, platters, plates, etc.
100+ hand tools (pliers, hammers, screwdrivers, 2 sawiills, etc.)

MAnb a/ K22aS ¢KS wi3aKGéE oN)F OSEtSiha
36 Tooth brushes

30+ Blankets

20 New Soccer balls

18 pair of Reading glasses

4 lrons

4 table cloths

3 Blenders

3 fishing poles

2 Sunday suits

2 computer systems

1 crock pot

1 new Sewing machine

A couplehundred pounds of food basics.



2400 sq. ft. of Christmas wrapping paper

And 24 fish tacos (missionaries are hungry)
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dollar a ride, | think | might prefer it to Disneyland.



Yeah elders. It was such a treat to get to spend most of 2 full days with these 4 aweissioaaries.
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The girls thought it was really cool that someone had painted LDS on the walls. Then we found out it was
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the south part of the town.
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There was no car rental place in this little town, so we worked out a deal with a local used car dealer (
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mule to us for 5 days. It had about 250Ke=sion it and bottomed out on each bump. We, we put another
175 miles on doing all of the running around the deliveries etc.

Here is the dash of the car. It had a piece of a bed sheet stapled and nailed to the dash to cover the
cracks. Awesomerentald® b2 L RARY QG 3ISG GKS RIEYF3AS 41 ABSNI Ay
a napkin with the person who rented it to us, paid him in advance for the 5 days rental. And drove off.
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One of the houses waésited.

The kids hauling flour bags for the big food purchase.



The clothes we collected before the trip, as we started sorting them out by age, size and gender.

Some of the kitchen items that were donated.



