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Michigan NORML chapters
Antrim County, Rev. Kristin Kay Goddard, 231.818.0918, theladyrevkay@yahoo.com
Benzie County, Rev. Steven B. Thompson, 231.882.4496, benziecountynorml@yahoo.com
Berrien County, Don Barnes, 269.684.6437, berrienconorml@hotmail.com
Branch County, Robert Coleman, 517.227.2582, rcoleman731@hotmail.com
Central Michigan NORML, Jerico Simon, 231.622.1423 after 7:00 p.m. please, or
Doug Nowiski, 989.327.5448, cmnorml@gmail.com
Chippewa County, Kat Compton, 906.630.3268, kitti_kat_07@yahoo.com
Delta County, Joshua Montgomery, 906.553.2762, escanabajosh1983@yahoo.com
Detroit NORML, Corey Zinberg, 248.515.3288, greatlakessharp@yahoo.com
Genesee County, Brian Morrisey, 810.814.6130, baren1@aol.com
Grand Traverse County, Bob Heflin, 231.938.5854, bear57@charter.net
Hillsdale County, Trena Moss, 517.869.2694, onegirl@frontiernet.net
Hope College (Holland, MI), Chelsea Tarnas, 248.420.2007, cjtarnas@hotmail.com
Ingham County, Richard Clement, 517.908.2454, rclement@voyager.net
Ionia County, Elizabeth Brandt, 616.717.8745, sprkleyez420@yahoo.com
Jackson County, Sean Murphy, 517.917.0606, jaxnorml@yahoo.com
Kalamazoo County, Daniel J. Corse, 269.375.4399, dcrazyhorse@sbcglobal.net
Kalkaska County, Archie Kiel, 231.676.0123, archiebehappy@gmail.com
Kent County, Apryl Coleman, 616.818.8505, kentcountynorml@yahoo.com
Lake County, Apryl Coleman, 616.818.8505, kentcountynorml@yahoo.com
Lapeer County, Olen Rush, 810.338.6305, perarduaaddeus@gmail.com
Leelanau County, Griffin Cypher, 231.256.1495, griffincypher@gmail.com


Continued on inside back cover

Executive Directors Report
This is the official statement of Michigan NORML from the
Executive Director, and IS the statement that I have been
giving to the news media that have been calling and emailing
me concerning this issue..

Official Statement
Our MM Law DOES NOT protect dispensaries (or whatever else that you want to call them)
in any way. Therefore, Michigan NORML neither supports, nor endorses dispensaries...
UNLESS...they are operating with the approval of the community officials in which they
reside. We also NEVER condone any violation of patient’s or caregiver’s rights, if they are
fully abiding within our MM Law. Michigan NORML’s mission is...read our mission statement
on back page.

Talking Points
1. The proper name for marijuana (marihuana) is CANNABIS!! Use it whenever you can.
2. Cannabis IS NOT a drug!! It is a seed-bearing herb that grows out of the ground. You CAN
NOT grow a drug out of the ground.
3. You CAN NOT manufacture a cannabis plant or any other plant!! You can only cultivate or
grow plants.
4. We ARE NOT pot-heads,stoners,etc.. We are RESPONSIBLE, ADULT CANNABIS
CONSUMERS.
5. NO ONE SHOULD EVER BE ARRESTED OR JAILED FOR GROWING OR CONSUMING
CANNABIS!!!!
Now if you members will only stick to the game-plan...our goal for 2010...we could achieve a
regulation & taxation system of cannabis FOR ALL ADULTS in Michigan by 2012 and all these
arguements will simply fade away. Once we accomplish this, there will be no adult arrested
or jailed for growing or consuming cannabis, we will have LEGITIMATE cannabis businesses,
and life will be good like it is supposed to be. I hope that you will join me in making this a
reality!!
Rev. Steven B. Thompson





Secretary/Treasurer Report
Whew! It has been a long, winding road, one which I never thought
we’d see the light at the end of the tunnel on, but we are beginning
to see it getting brighter everyday. As a registered patient (my
husband too), we are happy to have the shaky freedom that the
MMMA has provided Michigan residents. Not perfect, but...
While the law is still not our best friend, at least we have some kind
of leg to stand on when confronted with law enforcement who think they are working
for the DEA; they seem to have forgotten their oath was to the State of Michigan and the
communities to which they serve, not the federal government.
Helping our patients stay free from harassment should be our first concern. The patients are
the ones who cannot afford the disruption in their lives nor the costs to defend themselves
for doing something that the voters of this state decided should be legal for them to do. Nor
can they afford the forfeiture laws that take their worldly goods from them when they have
done nothing wrong. Whatever happened to innocent until proven guilty?
Which way to move next? In the short-term, we need to focus on the upcoming elections in
November and make sure we keep the draconian barbarians out of office. Our next Attorney
General will in all likelihood be the “decider” on the MMMA; whether we get to fine tune
the law to the patients best interests or they get to destroy the law while putting our health
care back into the dark ages.
The long-term is not so easy to define. Which step(s) would be the most beneficial? Should
we go for legalization in 2012 in Michigan? Should we try to go for rescheduling or getting
marijuana off the drug schedule at the federal level? Should we open up dispensaries and
then let Michigan courts decide? Should we “amend “ the law to include dispensaries? There
is much more, but you get the idea. These are all things that need discussion amongst all
of us. We probably will not agree on everything...but we need to decide which way we are
going to lean. When the winds of change come, it will be either for us or against us and we
need to be ready with the proper response.
Let’s all get out and “rock the vote” in Michigan! Check around your community to see if you
can drive anyone to the polls on election day, help people get absentee ballots, choose a
candidate and back em to the hilt! We can bring “healthful change” to Michigan!
Hoping to see you at the next meeting, November 20, 2010, with good election results!
Christeen Landino


Four Candidates for Board
George Sherfield will be retiring this year; we would like to thank him for his many years of
devotion to the cause and giving of his time over these many, many years. Don Barnes is also
retiring and we want to extend our thanks for his time and efforts put into making Michigan
NORML a great organization. Thanks to both of you for everything!!

John Davis
Hello fellow activists, I am John Davis. I ask for your votes for a seat
on the Board because I truly believe I have the drive, passion, desire
and experience to be effective in the pursuit of fair and just Marijuana
Laws in Michigan as well as the whole US. I believe we can accomplish
this goal but also know that the fight does not end there. Winning a
political victory is fleeting without diligence and oversight laws are
perverted and the public suffers. Educating the people, politicians, law
enforcement, and patients/caregivers is just the first part of our challenge. We must provide
constant positive feedback to the cannabis and non-cannabis voting public using the internet
and social networking so that LEO’s is not the only voice they hear. We need to get the
attention and respect of the local media. We must protect patient’s lives and livelihood. We
must protect our law as written. We must not forget those who have suffered to get us this
far. In winning the MMMA we have accomplished our first goal. Ultimately, accomplishing
the goal of complete legalization is just beginning. Together we must see this fight through
to the end. Too many lives are at stake for us to falter or fail.
Some of the skills I can bring to the table included being Microsoft Office certified through
Mott College. I am proficient with social networking and cutting edge technology. I am a
certified 6Sigma Greenbelt and have been trained in problem solving, statistical process
control, Global 8D, training the trainer, team building, Consumer Insight experience and
other process engineering and troubleshooting techniques. I work as a machinist for Ford
Motor Company (1996), rehabilitate abused animals, am a licensed mechanic, former truck
driver, and am proud to be a Registered Medical Marijuana Patient. I became a Cannabis
Activist in 1990 when I met Marvin Surowitz and joined his PARTIE Party. I am pfcmichigan@
yahoo.com on the Talk-List. My wife Kim and I are the people with the parrots. We were
married in 1998 but have been friends since kindergarten. I am a member of the Sons-ofthe-American Legion Post 4, Michigan Medical Marijuana Association, and the UAW. I bring a
strong will and an extensive, varied skill set to our Organization. John Davis


Four Candidates for Board
Jerry Glasscock
I support a three prong approach to our reform with Michigan NORML.
The issues at hand are Industrial Hemp, Medical Marijuana and overall
decriminalization of cannabis. Presently we have made progress on
one front with medical marijuana. This is where we are under the
most attack from the anti’s. We are facing enormous pressures as we
continue to fight for our rights. Because of this we need to work hard
to find common ground and not let ourselves be divided. We need to
work to find answers and not problems, but if problems present themselves we need to
work with respect to solve them.
The War on Drugs or as I see it the War on Cannabis speaks for itself. It is a complete waste
of tax dollars, resources and lives to continue making cannabis possession a criminal offense.
Lastly but to me personally the Industrial Hemp issue is the most important by far. With over
5000 thousand known uses that pretty much speaks for itself. Industrial Hemp if allowed to
be used to it’s fullest potential can end wars, end the rapid destruction of the ozone layer
and basically give us a chance to save our planet. Jerry Glasscock

Trena Moss
Hey Everyone, I would like to be on the board of Mi Norml for three
reasons: First, I know most everyone and net work well. Two, To
Legalize Domestic Hemp and to protect our Medical Marijuana Act.
Three, to encourage more action and a lot less hot air. If these things
are important to you and you think I would do a good job then please
give me your vote. Thank you, Trena Moss

Christeen Landino
I would like to continue on for another three years as your treasurer on
the Board of Directors. I believe I have done a good job keeping your
funds in order and have helped our cause going forward. Allow me
to continue to help make a change in Michigan’s laws for our medical
users and recreational users. Also with a focus on getting hemp its
rightful place in our industrial agriculture. Thanks, Christeen Landino


Board of Directors Survey Ballot
Please take the time to advise the Board on the three people you would like to see fill the
three Board positions that are open. George Sherfield and Don Barnes are retiring. Christeen
Landino is running for another three year term. Trena Moss, John Davis and Jerry Glasscock
are also up for consideration for Board positions (see page 6 and 7 for candidates).
Please select the three people you would like to be on the Board for the next three years:
Check no more than three (if all four are checked the ballot will be considered invalid)
John Davis					

Jerry Glasscock

Trena Moss					

Christeen Landino

Your name: _____________________________________________________
Member #: __________

Please mail the above form to:			
PLEASE RETURN FORM...MUST BE			
POSTMARKED BY NOVEMBER 13, 2010		

Michigan NORML
P.O. Box 8297
Eastpointe, MI 48021

If you are on the talk-list you will be receiving an email with a link to the survey ballot.
You can always contact Lou Vierling (lou_vierling@hotmail.com) for the link or if you have
any questions concerning this process.

Save the Date
Our next meeting is November 20, 2010,
Saturday, at 1:00 p.m. at the
East Bay Lodge in Prudenville, MI
More information available online soon at:
www.minorml.org and also on the talk-list.


Tuscola County NORML news...
In July, the Michigan Court of Appeals reversed Tuscola County Judge Joslyn’s ruling that
dismissed the charges against Keith J. Campbell.
Keith’s case was the first case in Michigan to be dismissed due to the Michigan Medical
Marijuana Act. THANK YOU MATTHEW ABEL.
After the Appeals Court ruling sending Keith’s case back to the Tuscola County Circuit court,
the Bay City Times printed an article entitled “APPEALS COURT DECISION IN UNIONVILLE
CASE WILL AFFECT MEDICAL MARIJUANA CASES STATEWIDE”. One statement stands out
“The published opinion now sets a precedent that is likely to affect cases involving the
Medical Marihuana Act across the state”.
Keith is disabled, poor, and has spent his savings fighting these charges. He borrowed money
from the bank to defend himself at the appeals court when the Tuscola County Prosecutor
appealed the decision to dismiss the charges, and Keith is now financially tapped out and
still making payments on his defense.
This case is very important to the affirmative defense portion of our new law. It must go to
the Michigan Supreme Court and WE need to help send it there.
Tuscola County NORML is helping raise funds for Keith’s defense. I’m not sure just what
will take place yet, but something will. We are looking in to having a millionaire’s party or
something like it. If you have experience in fund raisers, please contact me and volunteer.
The party we throw will be several months away so that we have ample time to get the job
done. Keith needs to appeal to the Michigan Supreme Court now, so please make a financial
donation now. I know that times are tight but all donations are needed, big and small. GIVE
UNTIL IT HURTS.
Keith’s case has State wide implications and needs to go to the
Michigan Supreme Court. Please help.
Please send donations to: Keith Campbell at 6904 Serena Dr.,
Unionville MI 48767.
Bob Wood
Tuscola County NORML



Protest outside of the Oakland County Sheriff’s office on Sept. 13 in protest of raids in Oakland & Lapeer

Matt Abel speaking at January 2010 meeting

Christeen Landino, Richard Clement, and Bob
Wood at Directors Meeting January 2010

John and Kim Davis brought their two
birds to keep everyone company while
volunteering at Imlay City’s Extravaganaja!
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Sponsors at Willow Ranch this past August

Dave Britten (Independent) talking to us at the June
meeting about running for Michigan governor

Rev. Steve & Mike Whitty at Willow Ranch

A few of us took a quick break from food & entertainment at June meeting to gather for a picture

We had a wonderful roast pig at our third quarter meeting at
Rev. Steve’s property up in Benzonia. Food & entertainment...

Rene Wolfe at the Oakland
County protest on Sept. 13
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Risk: Do you really want to chance it?
I would encourage folks to fully realize the risk they’re running if they do anything that is
not clearly and explicitly allowed by Initiated Law 1. Anyone treading outside the scope
of what is clearly protected from arrest could very well end up being prosecuted, which
is generally extremely expensive and stressful, even if one is ultimately acquitted. And,
if they’re convicted it’s even worse ... In addition, the current federal policy that advises
against targeting those who are state-legal only applies to those in “clear and unambiguous
compliance” with state laws.
The affirmative defense is meant as a safety net (such as for those who are not registered or
who need more marijuana), but it is not clear that judges will interpret it as it was intended.
I think the affirmative defense is clear, but some courts have pretty much interpreted it
out of existence, so it is very risky to rely on it. In addition, one is way better off only doing
what is explicitly protected from arrest (getting an ID card and abiding by the limits). Getting
arrested and getting a lawyer, etc, is not a pleasant experience even if one ultimately
prevails.
In addition, public support could easily turn if there becomes a perception that the law is
being abused or what is happening is not what voters expected. It’s important that folks
not do anything to undermine public support. In Montana, there was a petition campaign
to repeal the state’s medical marijuana law. It got off to a late start and they only had two
weeks or less to gather signatures. It didn’t qualify, but it did show that there is some strong
and concerted opposition in response to things like a proliferation of dispensaries, doctors
that are not doing thorough exams and a huge increase in patient numbers, etc.
I would love to see an add-on bill to allow well regulated dispensaries in Michigan. I don’t
know if it’d have much of a chance, but a Republican sponsor got one passed in Colorado
last year and Montana lawmakers are looking at doing the same thing next year. Maine and
Rhode Island also have new dispensary laws that were added on to their existing laws in
2009.
Note: this is not intended as legal advice. Please consult with a Michigan-licensed attorney
for legal advice.
Karen O’Keefe, Director of State Policies Marijuana Policy Project
236 Massachusetts Ave. NE, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20002
kokeefe@mpp.org
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Jury Nullification...
As the war on our rights are continually abused by big government the people have a tool to
check big brother. Jury nullification or “a hung jury” is that tool. The numbing of American
rights began in 1890 after the Supreme Court ruled that jurors did not have to be informed
that they did not have to convict if the law itself was bad. A last chance for checks and
balances of laws and the court system is the juror. The law itself could be judged by the
juror for its fairness and applicability to society. Jury nullification is one of the major reasons
alcohol prohibition ended. Common folk got fed up with alcohol prohibition, they refused to
convict their friends, relatives and neighbors. Currently judges instruct jurors that they have
to find the defendant guilty of breaking the law and not informing jurors that they can judge
the law itself.
There is however an advocate for reason and sensibility, that advocate is called FIJA (Fully
Informed Jury Association.) Created in 1989, this group has been educating anyone and
everyone about their legal rights as jurors.
In the selection process for jury duty you do not need to disclose your basic knowledge of
court procedure, nor do you need to convince other jurors. Your “ONE not guilty” vote is
enough. The other jurors may not want to hear this and will ask you why you chose not
guilty, just say “Because I said not guilty.” With the amount of cannabis smokers in America,
most juries will have one or more jurors who have tried cannabis. This is our way to keep us
out of jail. OUR duty is to continually inform our community about “jury nullification.” Say
no to wrongful convictions. Pass out FIJA literature at courthouses. Check out FIJA.ORG to
learn more.
Freedom and rights of the individual and state must coincide harmoniously, intertwined with
the deepest respect for each other. However when the state chooses unwisely to follow a
path that cripples those same freedoms and rights, the individual must
stand up for himself against the state. There is no price sheet more
valuable than the Constitution and the right to say what laws
are just and unjust. The War on Drugs is unjust, no more of our
brethren have to be jailed! Just say NOT GUILTY to bad law.
Respectfully submitted,
Professor Marvin Marvin Surowitz and Greg Pawlowski
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From NORML’s website: http://stash.norml.org/wp-content/uploads/medipot-states-2010-063.jpg

Towlie stopped by and said “hi”!
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Join Michigan NORML...
The single most important thing you can do to end marijuana prohibition is to join
MINORML and help us to restore your freedoms. It’s time to put to rest the myth that
marijuana smoking is a fringe or deviant activity. In reality, marijuana use is extremely
common and marijuana is the recreational drug of choice for millions of hard-working
Americans. Join with us to build a mainstream political constituency that our elected officials
can no longer ignore. Lets send a strong message that it is time to stop arresting marijuana
smokers.
Michigan NORML members receive:
»
»
»
»
»
»

One year membership and Freedom Card ($15.00)
One year subscription to the LEAFLET News
MINORML T-shirt (with $25.00 option) (we now have XXX-Large)
Invitation to join our private on-line e-group/talk-list
One year membership in National NORML (new members only)
20% discount on fees with participating attorneys

Special two-for-one
memberships
Only requirement
is you both live at
same address. Same
membership number,
only one Leaflet per
couple, both can join
talk-list.

YES! Sign me up as a MINORML member. I want to stop the war against marijuana smokers.
You can also join on-line through PayPal at: www.minorml.org/SupportJoin.html
New Member _____
One Year $15.00 _____
				
T-shirt size:

S

Renewal _____

Two-for-One ______

With T-shirt $25.00 _____
(add $5.00 for XX-Large and XXX-Large t-shirt)
M

L

X-Large

Name: ______________________________

XX-Large

XXX-Large

2nd name if
two-for-one _____________________

Street: _____________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ________ Zip: ______________
County: _________________________ Phone: ____________________________
E-mail: ______________________________
Would you like to be added to our talk-list:

2nd email if
two-for-one _____________________

Yes

No

Please mail to: MINORML, P.O. Box 640, Eastpointe, MI 48021
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Michigan NORML chapters (con’t)
Livingston County, Kareem Hares, MD, 248.228.0069,
kareemhares.md.minorml@gmail.com
Macomb County, Judah Weber, judahweber@att.net
Marquette County, Al Baker, 906.362.5864, alfredbaker71@yahoo.com
Newago County, Apryl Coleman, 616.818.8505, kentcountynorml@yahoo.com
NORML @ Cooley, James “Ryan” Williams, 217.473.5553, norml-cooley@live.com
Northern Michigan University, Anthony W. Gibbs, 906.869.4579,
antgibbs007@gmail.com
Oakland County, Neil Yashinski, ocnorml@yahoo.com
OAR (Ogemaw, Antrim, Roscommon County), Terry Tennant, 989.345.3509
Ontonagon County, Denny Charney, 217.355.1505,
gogebicretreats@charterinternetnet.com
Osceola County, Diane Luckey, 231.743.2849, charm1964@yhahoo.com
Schoolcraft County Robert Canary, 906.286.3510, robcanary@schoolcraftnorml.com
St. Clair County, Frank Suratt, 810.327.2586, franksuratt@yahoo.com
Tuscola County, Bob Wood, 989.325.0674
University of Michigan, Steve Sabos, 616.638.1396, sabos@umich.edu
Van Buren County, Ben Pearce, 269.767.5517, vbnorml@yahoo.com
Washtenaw County, Chuck Ream, 734.761.5869, moksha@umich.edu
Wayne County, Adam Brook, 313.999.0329, adamlbrook@hotmail.com
Wexford County, Melody Karr, 231.885.2993, fiddlefoot420@hotmail.com

Don’t see your area listed?
Perhaps YOU can start a new chapter in your area!
Contact us at: info@minorml.org
Continued from inside front cover
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Michigan NORML Contacts
Executive Director.......................................Rev. Steven B. Thompson, director@minorml.org
Executive Secretary/Treasurer............................. ChristeenLandino - treasurer@minorml.org
Director of Minority Outreach................................. Richard Clement - rclement@voyager.net
Legal Counsel........................................ Matt Abel - attorneyabel@riseup.net (313.446.ABEL)
Membership Director............................................... Lou Vierling - lou_vierling@hotmail.com
Webmaster....................................................................Doug Nowiski - nowdoug@gmail.com
MINORML address...................................P.O. Box 640, Eastpointe, MI 48021 (586.873.5084)

Michigan NORML Board of Directors
Rev. Steven B. Thompson
Don Barnes

George Sherfield

Richard Clement

Dan Solano

Christeen Landino

Lou Vierling

Carol Reed

Bob Wood

MINORML’s mission is to move public opinion sufficiently
to achieve the repeal of marijuana prohibition so that the
responsible use of cannabis by adults is no longer subject to
penalty, including asset forfeiture, and to allow industrial
hemp to be produced and marketed by Michigan farmers.

