“Victory Celebration in Heaven”
Revelation 7:1-17

I. First, back on Earth, God’s grace is limiting the destruction for
those that are chosen.

A. Four Angels must hold back destructive winds.

Rev. 7:1-3 — "I After this | saw four angels standing at the four
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so
that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.

B. They are commanded by another angel to do so... Why?

(v3) saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we
have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.”

C. God is converting 144,000 Jews from every tribe.

Revelation 7:4 — "4 And | heard the number of those who were
sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every
tribe of the sons of Israel:”

Il. John now sees a great multitude before the throne of God.

Revelation 7:9-17 — "° After these things | looked, and behold, a
great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and
all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were
in their hands;

A. These multitude were there to celebrate a savior’s arrival.

1. Palm branches were used to celebrate Jesus triumphal entry
into Jerusalem.

2. Palm branches will then be used to celebrate their rescue
from the judgment of sinners.

B. These multitude were there to sing about their salvation.

v10 “and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

1. Salvation is only from the Lord - Psalm 3:8; Jonah 2:9 ;
1 Thessalonians 5:9

C. John is prompted to ascertain the identity of this multitude:

v13 “Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These
who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where
have they come from?” *# | said to him, “My lord, you know...”

D. The Angel connects the identity of this group to those who
have trusted in the gospel.

V14b “...And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out
of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

1. They came out of the great tribulation of the 4 horsemen...

2. Interpretation: This multitude came out of the tribulation of
the birth pangs mentioned in Matt 24 and Mark 13 and Luke
21, which culminated in the rapture.

3. Conclusion: This multitude who washed their sins away in the
blood of Christ is the resurrected, raptured Church of Christ.

lll. The church will continue to serve the Lord in the glory of Heaven

v15 “For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and
they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on
the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.”

A. The church is being comforted in the glory of Lamb — v16

v16 “They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the
sun beat down on them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the
center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them
to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from
their eyes.””

B. Soon they will Return to Earth with Christ to defeat the devil
and the anti-Christ (see Rev. 19).

THINK, PRAY and OBEY:
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