“More than conquerors,” 


this is what the NIV titles this beautiful, 


inspiring 



section of Romans.  

Paul concludes our passage today 


with something that would make William Wallace's speech from Braveheart



sound like Droopy the Dog 



or Eore.  

William Wallace was inspiring Scots to overcome the English.  

Paul is inspiring Christians to overcome every force in all creation.  


Even the invisible ones.  



The principalities and powers, 



the angels and demons at work against God's children.  


Even the stars that determined your fate, 



as we still give them credence for today in our horoscopes, 




are powerless to these brothers and sisters of Jesus.  



That is what Paul is referencing when he says, 




neither height nor depth, 




nor anything else in all creation.  



The stars that were at their zenith upon your birth, 




were believed determined your fate.  


But to this Paul says, 



there is a higher power yet 




that changes everything.

We have spent the season of Lent looking at what this higher power has done 


as we have studied Romans 8.  

We started out knowing that if we were in Jesus Christ, 


there was no condemnation for us 



because we were set free from the law of sin and death.  

If we were in the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 


we would desire what Jesus desires.  

We would not just desire what the Spirit desires, 


the Spirit would live in us.  

This would bring life to our mortal bodies. 

This leads to an obligation, 


because in this process, 



we have become children of God.  

We cry out “Abba, Father!” to the maker of the universe.  


As children, 



we become heirs who share in Chirst's glory and sufferings.

If you heard the sufferings part, 


you may be saying, 



“I knew there was a catch.”  

Paul is willing to put all the pieces on the table, 


because while the sufferings are hard, 



they are not worth comparing to the future glory.  

Creation waits for the future glory, 

we wait for it, 


for that moment to be free from bondage to decay.  

We find ourselves groaning more and more 


as we realize the potential there is for God's creation.  

We have the first fruits, 


bring on the rest, 


bring on the redemption of these bodies.  

Since there is still time before that final redemption, 


the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses 



to ask God for what we need and desire.  

If that were not enough, 


even when we choose good things, 



but not the best, 


God works everything out for the good of those who love him.  

God has set the route that we are to walk before us. 


It is the route that his son walked on Friday.  



It is a hard route,



a difficult route, 



a route that calls for our lives.  


But a route that leads to life.  


A route that leads to tombs being empty 



and resurrected bodies free from death and decay, 



free from tears and guilt.

This is what Paul has built up to.  


And he asks at verse 31, 



“What, then, shall we say in response to this?”  



What is there that can stand in God's way 




of bringing about his intended destiny for us?  



“If God is for us, 




who can be against us?” 



What power is great enough 




to overcome all of these advantages that God has set in our favor?  



If there was ever a sure bet, 




this is it!

Have you ever experienced the deck being stacked in your favor?

Have you ever been so overwhelmed by God's goodness to you?


It usually becomes visible in the midst of pain and chaos,



but it does much to help you endure the pain.

When Lisa and I experienced a miscarriage at Thanksgiving, 


grief almost debilitated us.  

But it was there in death,


I experienced God at work in all kinds of details that reminded me, 



God was still in control.  



God was for us and not against us.  

Two relatives opened their home to us, 


fed us, 


and mourned with us.  

Plane tickets were dealt with in under five minutes,


I wasn't even placed on hold due to high call volume.  

Alamo kept on extending our car rental day after day.  

Doctors appointments occurred the next morning


that normally took 2-3 weeks to get.

Our doctor called us at 9 pm to update us on results.

Marilyn here,


went to the clinic at 1 am 



to look up Lisa's blood type 



so we did not have to wait for that test to be run.  

One of the emergency room nurses 


happened to be married to the type of specialists we needed to see, 


and she called him that night close to midnight, 



to encourage him to see us the next morning.  

The process was draining 


and something I never want to repeat.  

But the way God brought the pieces together to work out in our favor 


is something that I will never forget.

As Christians, 


we have all experienced such support to a high degree, 



we were just not present when it happened.  

God gave up his own Son, 


God was willing to let him come and die 



on our behalf.  

Knowing the pain that losing a child causes, 


this was no painless gift or act.  

This was a gift that cost all 


and was worth all.  

The one who had created all, 


was given 



so that we might have the rights as children of God 



to possess what God possesses.  


This is what made our adoption as children of God possible.  

If God was willing to send his Son, 


why would he hold back on providing anything else that was needed?  



What is food in comparison to a child.  



What is a good job 




in comparison to giving someone your child.  



There is nothing that holds a candle to the thought of giving up your child.  

So if God is willing to give his Son for us, 



won't he give us the little things we need as well.  



A night of good sleep, 



a friend to laugh with, 



a community to live life with.  

Of course he will.  


Why would he not?

Paul knows there is one reason he should not.  


Back in chapter 3, 



he named that reason, 




“ for all have sinned 




and fall short of the glory of God,”  

So Paul sets up a court room scene for us to imagine.  


Yes, 



we are guilty of sinning 



and falling short of the glory of God.  

So we are in court to face our trial and sentencing, 


and we look at who is in the court room with us.  

We see that it is our own Father


the father who adopted us by sending his beloved son to die for us,



 sitting on the bench, 




ready to declare the verdict and sentence on us.  

While we are guilty, 


we also know that the Father has already ruled in this case, 



we were guilty and deserved death, 


but in order for the debt to be paid, 



the father sent his own Son to stand in our place 



that Passover day on Golgotha, 




the place of the Skull.  

So we know that the judge has our back 


as he has chosen us as his children.

The only person that has any right to accuse us at this point 


is Jesus himself.  

Satan, 

known as the accuser, 


often tries to stand in as the prosecutor.  

But it was on this weekend, 


when he decided to prosecute Jesus, 



using his power and influence over government and religion 




to bring down Jesus of Nazareth, 



that Satan lost his license to practice legally in the court of God.  

Satan used every trick in the book 


to bring down an innocent man, 



who went to the depths of Hades, 


but found that the bonds of death could not hold him, 



because he was innocent, 



and instead Jesus left with the keys of death and Hades.  


The only one who has a right to condemn us, 


because he died in our place, 



holds no ill will towards us, 




because he is not dead.  

Yes, 


he did die, 

but more than that, 


he was also raised to life.  

He finds himself back at the right hand of God, 


not as our prosecutor, 


but as our defendant.  

This was his natural inclination, 


even before death.  

For we know that one of his last prayers to the Father was, 


“Father, forgive them, 



for they know not what they do.”

Jesus is our defendant, 


because he holds our hearts in his hand.  

He has walked with us on this earth 


and knows the trials that we face.  


He understands why we do things, 


how difficult it can be to resist the temptation to go our own way.  



He knows this better than anyone of us.  

You may be saying, 


but he never submitted, 



so how could he know what it is like?  

Which is harder, 


to give in 


or always resist?  

When you don't submit, 


the challenges and pain becomes greater, 



not less.

When ever you give in, 


it means that you did not take the trial to it's furthest point.  

The only way to resist to the end, 


is to resist until it kills you.  

This Jesus has done.  


He resisted the ways of evil 



until it took his life in the struggle.  

But in the course of this struggle, 


evil used all it had, 



with nothing left to recover with.  

Jesus had the strength of resistance 


to rise to new life.  

That is who sits as our defendant, 


the only who could ever accuse us 


is for us.

So who or what is left to separate us from this love of Christ?  


Trouble 


or hardship 


or persecution 


or famine 


or nakedness 


or danger 


or sword?  

How can these undo what God has planned for us?  


These will be issues we will face, 



that cause hardship and distress in our lives.  

But as children of God, 


we know that this is part of the territory we were called to walk.  


This is part of the path that is destined for the people of God.  

Because while Satan does not have the power to practice in God's court anymore, 


it does not mean he can't try and make our path difficult outside the court.  

But when who we are matters only to the Supreme Court of the Universe, 


then we know that these attacks of Satan are bumps in the road.

As we live our lives, 


the attacks will come.  

And if we respond in the humble and loving manner of children of God, 


with long suffering love, 


grace 


and mercy, 

we will feel as it is written, 

we will feel as we are “sheep to be slaughtered.”  


But it will be for God's sake, 


following Jesus' way 



that we face death all day long.  


It is part of being children of God.

For we know that no matter what the world unleashes upon us, 


we will do more than conquer, 



we will find ourselves changed 



and those that we face as children of God changed as well.  

Not just overpowered by us, 


but seeing the way of us, 


seeing this way of facing death 



and finding life, 


and want to build a similar relationship 



with the one that we can never be separated from. 




 Christ Jesus our Lord, 





who has given us the Love of God 






that can never be revoked by anything, 






not even our own worst enemy, 







ourselves.
