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Intent: 

At Newton Leys Primary School, we aim for all children to develop a lifelong love of reading as well as the ability to read confidently and fluently. Reading is fundamental to education and helps children to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually through learning to 

express themselves, connect ideas and make sense of the world they live in.  

We encourage a love for reading through daily guided reading and reading for pleasure as well as time spent listening to a wide variety of high-quality fiction and non-fiction texts.  In addition, high quality texts are used across the curriculum as a stimulus in many topic-based lessons. We are a team 

of teachers who know and understand the processes that underpin learning to read, and draw on expert training, practice and coaching to achieve this. All of the decisions we make as a school about reading practise are based on current research – we are well informed and have up to date 

knowledge and pedagogy.   

 Through our reading curriculum we equip pupils with the skills to develop vocabulary and language, acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. We focus on ensuring that children can: 

We aim to provide children with a literacy-rich environment, high quality texts and inspiring learning opportunities, which will help them to: 

• Gain a life-long enjoyment of reading and books. 

• Read accurately, fluently and with understanding; 

• Apply a knowledge of structured synthetic phonics in order to decode unfamiliar words with increasing accuracy and speed; 

• Be able to read with expression, clarity and confidence; 

• Develop a good linguistic knowledge of vocabulary and grammar; 

• Read and respond to a wide range of different types of texts; 

• Develop a deeper level of emotional intelligence and empathy; 

• Read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education. 

 

Implementation 

In Early Years, the children are provided with opportunities to read throughout the day. The first year of school is a fundamental time to develop 

knowledge of phonics sounds, but also to nurture a love of reading. All children take part in story time daily and enjoy retelling stories using text 

maps and oral story telling. Each week has a specific book that is repeated every day for a week and explores tier 2 and 3 vocabulary providing 

opportunities to explore language patterns.  Children are also taught Phonics daily (see below for further detail) and when able they take books 

home that they are able to read independently. Taught reading sessions are supplemented with daily nursery rhyme singing, oral blending games, 

rhyme activities and immersive speaking and listening opportunities. 

In key stage 1 and 2 reading is taught using a variety of strategies including (see attached for a full breakdown of teaching approaches): 

 

Phonics: 

Children are taught phonics daily following the Read Write Inc. scheme of learning. The programme focuses on securing word recognition skills, 

essential for children to decode (read) and encode (spell) words accurately, and language comprehension. They are taught in groups with others 

of a similar ability to ensure that all teaching can be personalised to each child's individual needs. The children take home books that match the 

phonics sounds that they know, ensuring that they can continue to practise their learning at home which improves engagement and encourages 

progress.  

Guided Reading:  

All children participate in guided reading sessions either individually, in small groups or as a whole class. We focus on core reading skills to 

develop confident and fluent readers and comprehension skills to enable children to understand the content of their reading, respond to 

questions and analyse the text. 

Reading for Pleasure 

The children have the opportunity to select from a variety of books available in the classroom and the school library. ERIC (Everyone Reading In 

Class) is time during the school day where all the children read a book of their own choosing. Teachers also model reading for pleasure by using 

engaging high-quality books and reading aloud frequently to their classes, providing a model of what good reading sounds like. Book related talk 

is encouraged and introduces children to new vocabulary. 

Reading at Home  

Reading at home is a valuable part of the reading experience and we encourage children to read at home regularly. We encourage parental 

support and involvement so that children recognise the importance placed on reading both at school and at home. 

 

 

 

 

Impact: 

By the time children leave Newton Leys Primary School, they are competent readers who can recommend books to their peers, have a thirst for 

reading a range of genres including poetry, and participate in discussions about books, including evaluating an author’s use of language and the 

impact this can have on the reader.  They can also read books to enhance their knowledge and understanding of all subjects on the curriculum, 

and communicate their research to a wider audience. Our teaching staff* have an expert knowledge of how a child learns to read in order to 

teach effectively, spark a passion for reading and know how to identify barriers to learning, knowing how to help a child overcome these. 

We measure the impact of our Reading Curriculum using the Early Years Framework and National Curriculum objectives. Children are assessed 

through formal and informal teacher assessment against year group objectives and progress made is recorded and tracked half termly. Statutory 

assessments and moderation are also used as additional assessment tools. In school monitoring through book looks, learning walks and 

observations take place regularly and feedback is given to staff. 

High quality reading materials are used and reading that exceeds expectations is modelled throughout the school.  

We use the Scarborough Reading Rope to assist our CPD offer and teaching pedagogy. 

Inclusion: 

Children who are making less than expected progress with reading are quickly identified so that appropriate support can be put into place. 

Children may be taught additional phonics with trained teaching assistants (TAs) who deliver the ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ synthetic phonics programme. 

The aim of these groups is for children to make rapid progress in order to catch up with their peers. 

 

Children who speak English as an additional language and are at the early stages of learning English may also receive small group or 1:1 support 

outside of the English lesson. 

 


