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Test All Things

Paul, the apostle wrote in 1 Thess. 5:21-22, “Test all things; hold fast what is good.  Abstain from every form of evil.”  Notice, Paul said, “test all things.”  Suppose you had to spend a year somewhere in Africa and there was no bottled water.  Someone told you that the water there is generally pure, but occasionally impurities can get into the water and can cause some serious illness.  They said that there have been a few fatalities as a result of people drinking the water.  But here is an instrument by which you can test the water before you drink it.  Let me ask you, would you take your chances, or would you apply the test?  What would you do?  

Now Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit tells us to “test all things.”  He is not talking about testing for impurities in water, or in food or in physical things, but he is talking about testing doctrines, ideas, philosophies, practices, behaviors, because he says, “hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.”  He is not talking about things that will make us sick physically, but things that will make us sick spiritually.  Since there are teachings out there that can make us sick spiritually, we need to “Test all things; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.”
There are some lessons that we can learn from this Biblical text that I want us to look at today.  We are glad that you are with us.  
First of all, this passage, “Test all things; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil,” implies that there is good, and there is evil.  In our day and time there are those who tell us there is no such thing as absolute truth.  They say, “What is truth for you may not be truth for me.”  “What is good for me may be evil for you, and what is evil for me may be good for you.”  This kind of thinking has permeated our society.  This kind of thinking has influenced some within the church.  Some within the church are hesitant to say that anything is wrong.  Their thinking is “we don’t want to be judgmental.”  They have been influenced by the world.  They begin to see that everything is not black and white.  They see that there are gray areas.  But what eventually happens is that the gray area keeps on expanding and expanding until there ends up being no black and white.  There is no good and evil.  There is no right and wrong.
But if there is no good and evil, if there is no right and wrong, then this passage makes no sense.  How can you hold fast what is good, and abstain from every form of evil if we can’t determine what is good and evil?   This passage clearly implies that there is good and there is evil.

And this passage is telling us we have a responsibility to determine what is good and what is evil.  This is what it means when it says, “test all things.”  We must judge what is good and what is evil.  

And also this passage implies that there is a standard by which we can determine whether a thing is good or evil.  He says, “Test all things.”  To test something you have to have a standard by which the test is made.  Here is a banker who wants to test if a hundred dollar bill is a counterfeit or real.  There has to be a standard by which he can make the test.  The standard that God has given us by which we determine if something is good or evil is His word, the Bible.  Jesus said when praying to the Father, “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” (John 17:17).  Jesus promised the apostles in John 16:13 that the Holy Spirit would come and guide them into “all truth.”  This promise was fulfilled.  The Holy Spirit did come and make know the “all truth” promised.  Peter says in 2 Peter 1:3 that the divine power of God has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness. How do I test what is good and what is evil? --by the word that was revealed and has been preserved in Scripture.   John, the apostle wrote in 1 John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”   How does one test the spirits to determine if one is a false teacher or a truth teacher?  Look at verse 6, “We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.”  John was an apostle, and he and the other apostles and prophets were of God.  They spoke and wrote by the Spirit of God.  What they wrote were the words of God.  That is what we have in the Bible.  John says, “He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us.”   In other words, those who comply with the words of the apostles and prophets, the Bible, are of God and those who do not comply with that word are not of God.   He says, “by this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.”  We test whether something is good or evil, or whether it is truth or error by comparing it with what the Bible teaches.  If it is what the Bible teaches, it is truth.  If it is NOT what the Bible teaches, it is error.  If the Bible declares something evil, it is evil.  If the Bible says it is good, then it is good.   And so the standard by which we test all things is the word of God, the Bible.
This implies that there are some things that are NOT the standard by which we administer the test.
The standard is NOT my own subjective thinking.  It is not what SEEMS to me to be good or evil, it is what the Bible says is good or evil.  Proverbs 14:12 says,  “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”  Jeremiah 10:23 says, “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.”  We cannot be directed by what seems right to us.
The standard is NOT the so-called experts of the day.  There are some categories of people that are almost thought of as infallible -- medical doctors; college professors;  scientists; psychologists.  These are viewed as objective in their thinking, always basing their conclusions on facts, while religionists are viewed as subjective in their thinking, basing their conclusions on their emotions.  And so we begin to put more confidence in what the experts say than we do on what we know the word of God says.  The experts can be wrong.  Its interesting that what the experts tell us today is not what they told us 30 years ago. In many areas they have changed what they think is the right thing to do.  And 30 years from now they will no doubt be saying something different from today in some of these areas.  The so-called experts are not our standard.  This standard is constantly changing.  But the Bible, the word of God does not change.  Paul says in Colossians 2:8, “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.”
And also the standard is NOT what the world stands for.  The world stands for anything:  homosexual practices; abortion; divorce and remarriage for just any cause;  premarital sexual relations;  drunkenness as long as you have a designated driver;  and before you know it we are influenced by it and we begin to think as they think.  But the word of God says, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  (Rom. 12:2)
The standard by which we administer the test is not my own subjective thinking, its not what the so-called experts say, and its not what the world stands for.  The standard is that unmovable foundation, that unchangeable word of God.

And so this passage, “Test all things; hold fast what is good.  Abstain from every form of evil” implies that there is good and evil;  It tells us that we have the responsibility to determine good and evil, and that there is a standard by which we can determine if a thing is good or evil, and that standard is the word of God.
But this passage also implies that there are several forms of evil.  Paul says “Abstain from every form of evil.”  What are some forms of evil from which we are to abstain?  There are immoral practices – unfaithfulness to one’s mate, casual sex among the unmarried, looking at pornography, homosexuality, gambling, drinking and drunkenness, and immodesty, lying and stealing.  All of these are evil.  Some within the church will say, “I know these practices are wrong and I would never do these things.”  But Paul says, “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” (1 Cor. 10:12).  If we don’t take heed, we can fall, even in this area. 

Another form of evil is bad attitudes.  It is possible for one in the church to be morally sound, but have bad attitudes.  He may have a critical, fault finding attitude.  He may be harboring ill-will toward another.  There may be jealousy or envy in the heart.  Is not this evil?  James says in James 3:14-16,  “But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.  For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.”  
Another form of evil is false teaching.  Is not this an evil?  Much of the warning and condemnation given in scripture is directed toward false teaching and false teachers.  Jesus said in Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.”  Peter said in 2 Peter 2:1, “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.”   And there are other passages that condemn false teaching.  This is evil.   Imagine someone preaching from a pulpit each Sunday in order to tell people how to go to heaven, but instead he is corrupting the word of God and actually by his teaching will be leading people to hell.  Is not that an evil?  We need to wake up to the fact that it doesn’t matter how nice a preacher is, or how great a personality he has, and it doesn’t matter how good he has been to some relative of mine, or how good a prayer he leads, if he is misleading people by his false teaching and leading people away from God, that is evil.  This is the reason we need to be so cautious in our handling of the word of God and make sure we teach the truth.  It is also equally important that we “test the spirits, whether they are of God” and not allow false teachers to have their influence among us.  False teaching is evil.
Well, Paul says back in 1 Thess. 5:21-22, Hold fast what is good; abstain from every form of evil.  As a result of the test by the word of God, you find what is good, hold fast to it.  I think of someone drowning in a lake, he can’t swim, he can’t save himself, and someone throws him a life saver and tells him to grab a hold.  Can you imagine the tenacity by which he would hold fast to that which would save his life?    This is how we are to “hold fast” that which is good.   When you learn what is evil, then abstain from it.  Abstain from every form of evil, Paul says.   Romans 12:9 says, “Abhor what is evil.  Cling to what is good.”   If it is evil, abhor it, meaning, utterly detest it.  If it is good, cling to it, meaning stick to it like glue.  
There is good and evil.  We can know what is good and evil by a study of God’s word, the Bible.  “Test all things; hold fast what is good.  Abstain from every form of evil.”
Our time is gone for today, and we thank you for listening.
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