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DYNAMITE COMES IN SMALL PACKAGES

forget d
make a huge impact.
What my friend said about her stature also applies to Grace Lutheran Church in Everett, Washington. We
are a small church. Small churches, when compared to large churches, are perceived as powerless, and not
able to impact a community.
Jesus does not share that sentiment.
How did the New Testament church start? It started with 11 people the apostles. After the resurrection,
they had the most powerful message on the planet that Jesus had died and risen again, insuring the
forgiveness of all our sins. That message could have been delivered to the world by angels. However, God
did not choose to use angels as His messengers. He choose instead to use people like Peter the one who
begged Jesus to get off His boat because he was a sinful man.
Jesus also chose a tax collector, of all people! Tax collectors were the outcasts of society. Yet Matthew was
chosen to write the Gospel to the Jews. Matthew quotes the Old Testament extensively. Only Paul would
quote it more. Why does Matthew quote it so much? Because he had been a student under the great Rabbi
Gameliel! And he had an even greater rabbi to learn under JESUS.
Jesus used the disciples to start a movement that would have a world-wide impact. The people in Ephesus
group have such a profound effect on the world? They had DYNAMITE! The word power comes from the
word dunamis
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation for all who believe; for the Jew first, and also
What does the early church have in common with us? We are connected to the same power source the
life
apostles and a few friends turned the world upside down. How? They were using dynamite
dynamite, His power in the Gospel.

11

We have the most powerful thing in the entire world at our disposal. The Gospel has the power to change not
just a life but the life of a community. You might think a small church like Grace has n chance to affect a
community. Have you ever seen a large building brought down? They place charges in strategic locations.
Then each charge separately, at timed intervals, is set off. The large building collapses into a perfect pile.
How do we affect a city like Everett, and a region like Seattle? Just like you would take down a large
building. If we want Grace to operate like that, we must be willing to be the strategic charges placed by God
in our community. Our power is the forgiveness and mercy of God found in the Gospel. We may be small,
Remember dynamite comes in small packages!
NEXT MONTH: SMALL SEEDS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE Pastor Anderson
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COVID-19: What Has Changed
You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people with a mask.
You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household (for example, visiting
with relatives who all live together) without masks, unless any of those people or anyone they live
with has an increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.
-19, you do not need to stay away from others or get
tested unless you have symptoms.
o However, if you live in a group setting (like a correctional or detention facility or group home)
and are around someone who has COVID-19, you should still stay away from others for 14 days
and get teste

You should still take steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing a mask,
staying at least 6 feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces. Take these
precautions whenever you are:
o In public
o Gathering with unvaccinated people from more than one other household
o Visiting with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of severe illness or death from
COVID-19 or who lives with a person at increased risk
You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings, especially inside.
requirements and recommendations.
You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19
is sick. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from others.
You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace.
This is a time to safeguard your health and others.
This is not over yet.

Page 4

THE PROCLAIMER

essings to
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birthday.
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please let us know.
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The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article February 2022
God in Man Made Manifest
The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The church spends time hearing of the miracles,
signs, and wonders of Jesus in the world. And this made plain to all that Jesus really is who He said He was. He is the Second Person
of the Holy Trinity, the only begotten Son
It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His work, by what He said
and by what He did. And these
It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts but also to trust in God in word and deed. As James wrote:
, if
th apart
18, 26).
Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word only but also in deed
and in truth. In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our works of obedience to God who
commanded them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith:
Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old Adam and makes
altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the Holy Spirit.
Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good works incessantly. It does
not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises, it has already done them, and is always at the doing
of them.
He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good works and knows neither what
faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with many words about faith and good works.
es.
lad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all His
creatures. And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to
everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace.
And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and shining from fire. Beware,
therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be wise enough to make decisions about faith and good
works, and yet are the greatest fools. (Preface to the Book of Romans)
to the
world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor in church, in the family, and society with the works of faith in time, talents, and
treasures.
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Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

1

2

Thursday

3

Saturday

Friday

4

5

ELDERS
MEETING
6:30 P.M.

6

7

8

9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

13
9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service

14

9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service

15

Valentines
Day

11

12

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

CHURCH
COUNCIL
6:30 PM

PM

21

Up To The Future

27

10

WINKLE
MEETING
9:00A.M.

Wake Up to
Your Family

20
9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

9

28

22
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The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article February 2022
God in Man Made Manifest
The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The church spends time hearing of the miracles,
signs, and wonders of Jesus in the world. And this made plain to all that Jesus really is who He said He was. He is the Second Person
1:14).
It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His work, by what He said
God
in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking enact
It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts but also to trust in God in word and deed. As James wrote:
hat good is it, my brothers, if
our faith
from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart
18, 26).
Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word only but also in deed
and in truth. In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our works of obedience to God who
commanded them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith:
Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old Adam and makes
altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the Holy Spirit.
Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good works incessantly. It does
not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises, it has already done them, and is always at the doing
of them.
He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good works and knows neither what
faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with many words about faith and good works.
stake his life on it a thousand times.
creatures. And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to
everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace.
And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and shining from fire. Beware,
therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be wise enough to make decisions about faith and good
works, and yet are the greatest fools. (Preface to the Book of Romans)
to the
world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor in church, in the family, and society with the works of faith in time, talents, and
treasures.
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