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From the Pastor’s Desk…
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days where he was tempted by the devil.
---Luke 4: 1-2a NRSV
The journey of Lent is upon us, inviting us to enter into the wilderness with Christ
as we enter the 40 day period of spiritual preparation that we as Christians
refer to as Lent.
For many, Lent is a time of giving up or self-sacrifice in order to grow in spiritual
faith--akin to the practice of fasting.
Others approach Lent as a time to grow in a spiritual practice; in mission or service,
even in prayer and meditation--marked not by the discipline of denial, but of
acquiring new spiritual tools and growth.
We enter Ash Wednesday and are reminded that this earthly journey is one that began when
God molded Adam from the dust of the earth. It concludes
when our mortal bodies return to the soil from which we came; the dust; and our
spirits yearn to be received into God's grace and salvation. We mark the day with ashes and
the feast of grace in communion.
During the weeks of Lent this year, we will journey through the wilderness together with
Christ as we explore: temptation, invitation, repentance, acceptance, perception, failure,
darkness, emergence, and witness.
How will you engage the Lenten experience for yourself this year? Through midweek
worship in community? Through prayer and meditation…or the prayer path at church?
Through fasting or acquiring a new spiritual discipline like sitting in silence or even exercise?
We invite you to engage as you feel called and join us as we reflect together and trek
through the wilderness of life this Lent--going ever deeper into the shadow of the Good
Friday cross and hoping to emerge into the light of the Easter dawn with a sense of new life;
new purpose; new awareness for all God has done for us!
See you in church,
Pastor Jeff
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS: LENT 2019
March 10, 2019 The First Sunday in Lent
Into the Wilderness: Temptation
Join us for worship as we begin the Lenten journey
with a trek into the wilderness. Jesus fasts for 40 days and is tempted by the
devil. What does this mean for us in our 40 day walk of lent?
March 17, 2019 The Second Sunday in Lent
Unwilling to Roost: Invitation
In the wilderness of human living, we often stray away from God and are left to
our own devices and sins. Jesus reminds us that there is a safe place from the
world’s wiles under the wing of Almighty God…if only we were willing to roost
there.
March 24, 2019 The Third Sunday in Lent
Falling Blocks, Fruitless Trees, and Stubborn Souls: Repentance
A tower falls and people die—a judgment from God? Then what of fruitless
trees and stubborn souls—should they be looking for falling blocks from the
heavens? Is there some protection we might find?
March 31, 2019 The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Abundant Grace after Dining with Swine: Acceptance
The Prodigal Son revisited. How amazing is the love of our God? How deep is
God’s forgiveness? How genuine need our motives be in turning back for God
to love us?
April 7, 2019 The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Broken Vessels: Perception
Mary offers an extravagant gift to Christ during dinner at Bethany. How do we
recognize and honor the divine presence among us?
April 14, 2019
Palm Sunday
The Forest Gets Thicker Before It Thins: Failure
Jesus arrives in Jerusalem to the herald of the crowds—but then what? How
well does our faith hold up when the wilderness really gets wild?
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April 18, 2019 Maundy Thursday
Broken: Darkness
At table with his disciples, Jesus describes his own brokenness on our behalf;
institutes a sacrament of grace, and then embraces his own death to sacrifice
himself and give us a way out of the wilderness of sin.
April 21, 2019
Easter Sunday
A Light to Pierce the Darkness: Emergence
We leave behind the wilderness to embrace the new life of resurrection as
Christ paves the way for us! We come to celebrate that out of brokenness and
our wildernesses, God can bring healing, forgiveness and new beginnings!
April 28, 2019 The First Sunday of Easter
Scar Stories: Hopeful Witness to the Triumph over the Wilderness of our
Lives
Thomas. A Familiar story. He often gets a bad rap. How are we like him and
what does that mean for us?
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MOVIE DISCUSSION NIGHT:
TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019: 7:00 pm
I Can Only Imagine PG 1 hr. 50 mins.
The inspiring and unknown true story behind Mercy Me's beloved, chart topping song
that brings ultimate hope to so many is a gripping reminder of the power of true
forgiveness.

FREE Popcorn will be provided. All are welcome!

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT: ANNIVERSARY SERIES
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2019:

6:30 pm

The Wizard of Oz: 80th Anniversary Showing
in Blu-Ray Hi Def
The Beloved Classic Musical celebrates its 80th Anniversary as
Dorothy Gale heads down the yellow brick road one more time to
meet her friends: the Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Cowardly
Lion and see the Wizard to find a way home!
Starring: Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Jack Haley, Burt Lahr,
Margaret Hamilton and Frank Morgan.
Rated G. 102 Minutes.
FREE POPCORN. Bring your beverage of choice!

COMING SOON:
The Muppet Movie 40th Anniversary
Sleeping Beauty 60th Anniversary
Gone with the Wind 80th Anniversary
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################ SMALL GROUPS ##################
CREATIVE FELLOWSHIP GROUP
We will meet on Tuesdays in March to facilitate set up for the Prayer Path at
10 am. We will return to Wednesdays in April in Ehrhart Hall. Come and
bring your creative ideas to help us celebrate in worship through the arts!
We have explored coloring, mosaics, and tye-dye. What medium would you
like to explore?

Meets in the Conference Room
For more information, contact Stephanie Anne Thompson at
stephanie@heartceremonies.com
MARCH GATHERING: TO BE RESCHEDULED
Discussing When the Emperor was Divine by Julie Otsuka
This book tells the story of a Japanese American family in the 1940s and the interment in a
camp.
APRIL GATHERING:
Saturday, April 6, 2019
9:30 - 11AM, Conference Room of the church
Discussing When the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
This book tells the story of a young woman from rural North Carolina and is set in the 1950s.
There is NO Book Group in MAY. May 4th is the church's Women's Luncheon.
JUNE GATHERING
Saturday, June 1, 2019
9:30- 11AM, Conference Room of the church
Discussing The Kurdish Bike: A Novel by Alesa Lightbourne
“Reading brings us unknown friends” – Honoré de Balzac

Adult Bible Study: We meet on Thursday mornings at 10 am.
We are studying the book of Romans and all are welcome!
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Friday Fellows: meets on the First Friday of the month for
breakfast and devotion at 7 am in the church kitchen
serving area. All ages and folks are welcome!
----------------------------------------------------

CROSSROADS ADULT STUDY:
Sunday 11 am in the Conference Room
A life of prayer can be a challenging thing. How can we be faithful to
Christ’s call to be prayerful and live a vital life in this world? Join us as we
learn about prayer and gain some practical wisdom for a praying life.
Come to listen, to come to share. All are welcome!

Church School for our children occurs
during the worship service. Our
children gather in worship with us
and stay in the service through the
end of Children’s Time. After that, they head to
Obold Chapel for faith formation study. This Spring,
we continue our BIBLE ABCs with stories of our faith that
are foundational to our understanding of belief. Church
school meets every Sunday with the exception of Communion Sundays. There is a teacher
and helper present at church school each week and all must complete the “safe church”
background check packets. Please see Donna Wimmer if you have any questions on
compliance. Thank you.
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Adult Study: White Privilege: Let’s Talk A Resource for
Transformational Dialogue
FREE: Resources Provided
4th Wednesday of April 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
A curriculum developed by the Rev. Traci Blackmon, Minister for Justice and Witness in the
UCC; the Rev. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President of the UCC; Da Vita D.
McCallister; John Paddock; and Stephen G. Ray, Jr., this curriculum invites participants to a
dialogue on how race factors into our worldview, sense of self, sense of the “other” and
daily living. Come with an open mind and a willingness to see through a different lens of
perspective and join us in conversation. Reading materials will be provided. We will meet
in the Conference Room.

7

Sounds of St. Stephen’s
March/April 2019
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vacation Bible School

Helper /
VBS Preparation Sign-up
Vacation Bible School

Please consider lending a hand this
summer with Vacation Bible School.

Fun! Friends! Snacks!
Games! Crafts! Music!
St. Stephen’s UCC.
July 7 - 11, 2019
6:30-8:30 pm

July 7-11 from 6:30-8:30 pm.
Name ______________________________

Child #1 Name ________________________________
Grade
Birthdate_________Age:_______Completed________

Phone # _____________________________
Email ______________________________
VBS Preparation:
_____ Create decorations
church
_____ Provide supplies

Child #2 Name______________________________
Grade
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________

_____ Decorate

Child #3 Name ________________________________
Grade
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________

_____ Publicity

During our VBS:
_____ Crafts
_____ Music
_____ Worship
_____ Mission
_____ Photographer

Address:_____________________________________

_____ Drama
_____ Games
_____Science
_____ Snacks
_____Greeter
Registration
_____ Shepherding children to stations

Phone#__________________Email________________
Parent(s) Name
_____________________________________________
Emergency
Phone#_______________________________________
Allergies or other important information: ___

Please complete this form and place it in the
offering plate or in Donna Wimmer’s mailbox.
Thank you!

Church
Affiliation:____________________________________
Please complete this form and place
it in the offering plate or in
Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!
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Easter Flowers
Cost: $8.50 each ~ Please order by Wednesday, April 3
Once again the sanctuary will be decorated with the natural beauty of
God’s flowers for Easter Sunday worship. All flowers will be white, except for the daffodils.
Please complete the order form below. Checks should be made payable to St. Stephen’s UCC.
Order forms, along with the payment of $8.50 per flower, can be placed in the offering plate in
an envelope marked “Easter Flowers” or mailed to:
Sharon Argue, 2265 Milford Square Pike, Quakertown, PA 18951.
If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Argue at 215-538-2856.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Easter Flowers Order Form
Purchaser: ______________________________________________Phone: ___________________
In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________________
In Honor / Love for: ________________________________________________________________
_______ Daffodils (5-6 blooms)

_______ Tulips (5-6 blooms)

_______ Lilies (3 blooms)

_______ Pot Mums

_______ Total No. of Flowers @ $8.50 each = $ __________
I will (check one) pick up _____ or donate _____ the flowers after 9:30 am service on Easter morning.

CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
March 8 & April 5 at 7:00am

ALL CHURCH BREAKFAST
Good Friday, April 19 at 8:30am

Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a
morning of breakfast and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave Alexander
at 215-257-7019.

~

~

The Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
invites All Women, Children and Men
to a morning of breakfast and
fellowship

~

Sign-up sheet is on the table in the
Ehrhart Hall Narthex. For more
information, contact Dave
Alexander at 215-257-7019.
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MISSION / OUTREACH
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering - Sunday, March 31, 2019
St. Stephen’s will take a special offering during the worship service on March 31st
for One Great Hour of Sharing. OGHS is one of four special programs in which we
participate every year to support Our Church’s Wider Mission. Partnering with
6,000 UCC congregations, we channel over $3 million annually to humanitarian
needs throughout the world. The funds are used to support emergency relief,
domestic and international disaster preparedness and response, social services,
refugee advocacy and resettlement. "One Great Hour of Sharing" envelopes will be in your
bulletins on Sunday, March 24.

FISH NEWS:
Thank you to everyone who brought in Soup for FISH to celebrate Souper Bowl
Sunday. 168 lbs were collected.

PERSONAL CARE KITS:
During the weeks of Lent members of St. Stephen's are being ask to participate in a mission
outreach project. A 45 gallon container will be appearing in the space outside Ehrhart Hall along
with plastic bags and a list of requested item. The completed personal care kit will be distributed
to the homeless and needy in Perkasie and Philadelphia. Please take a bag, fill it with the
requested items and return it to the container. Many of the items can be purchased at the dollar
store. Please read the Weekly Sounds for more information and give generously to this mission
outreach.

SEEKING:
Are you interested in local history, especially the history of St. Stephen’s? Would you like to read
the 1926 program from the dedication service for our pipe organ, a list of Pastors from 1883 to
1923, a record of our membership between 1930 and 1986, or the 1900 annual Treasurer’s report?
Plus, so much more.
We are looking for volunteers to help categorize, preserve and display our rich historical
documents. If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Bev Frantz at 215-721--9550
or bevfrantz@comcast.net.
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HAM DINNER REPORT:
St. Stephen’s Annual Ham Dinner was held on February 16th under sunny skies. Thanks to the many
volunteers too numerous to mention by name and not wanting to leave anyone out, because of your
dedicated service, this year’s event was an overwhelming success. A total of 396 dinners were
served, which included 108 take-outs. Receipts and expenses were as follows:
Ticket sales and sales of leftovers
Bake sale
Basket raffle ticket sales
Total Receipts
Total Expenses
Net Profit

$5,015.00
353.12
1,040.00
$6,408.12
1,976.17
$4,431.95

As advertised, a portion of the proceeds are to benefit our Mission Ministry for Community
Outreach. The Ham Dinner Chairpersons are recommending that 20% of the net profit ($886)
(subject to approval on March 12 by the Ministry of Stewardship) be directed to the Ministry of
Mission for disbursement per their wishes.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to all who supplied baked goods for sale and for serving to our
guests, and to the many church ministries, businesses and individuals that sponsored prizes for the
raffle. They are as follows: “Heavenly Angels” basket donated by Joan Suess; “Dr. Seuss Hullbaloo”
basket donated by Marie Wenhold; “Phillies Spring Training” basket donated by Bernard Suess
Funeral Home; “Lucky Lotto Tickets” basket donated by Ministry of Fellowship & Service;
“Welcome Spring” and “Garden” baskets donated by Ministry of Mission; “Tools” basket donated by
Ministry of Facilities & Operations; “Handmade Child’s Dress & Matching Doll Dress” donated by
Betsy Boone; “Everything for a Hardy Breakfast” basket donated by Friday Fellows Breakfast
Group; “$50 Tattoo gift card” donated by Black Cat Collective Tattoo and Piercing; “Foods of the
Bible” basket donated by Adult Sunday School Class; “Community Gift Card” basket donated by
local businesses and gathered by Pastor Jeff; “Treats For Your Pet” & “Comfort” baskets donated
by Chris and Denise Alexander & family; “Valentine Basket of Love” donated by the Sunday School
teachers and families.
Our sincerest thanks also to Chris Alexander, John Binde (music), Patricia Kimbel, Lee Anne
Kingsbauer (advertising), Curt Mann, Jerry Treffinger, Barbara Weirback, and Pastor Jeff Wargo.
And last, but not least, to the St. Stephen’s members, family, friends and public for joining us for
dinner and in so doing supported us financially.
With appreciation and God’s blessings,
Terry Weirback & David Alexander, Chairpersons.
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Our Church Family
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
03/01
03/03
03/04
03/06
03/07
03/08
03/10
03/13
03/15
03/16
03/17
03/18
03/20
03/21
03/22
03/23
03/25
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/30

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Brenda Winn, Mary Lou Taylor
Michael White
Joan Ritter, Ginny Winn,
Jane Landis
Thomas Knipe
Gregory Nyce
Howard Detweiler
Mary Hufnagle
Jennifer Godshall, Nolan Rimmer
Lisa Seachrist, Jack Argue
Kathleen Price, Robert Price
Joel Hartzell
Frank Krystyniak
Megan Watkins
Colleen Trauger
Curtis Mann
Lucille White, Robert Miller
Linda Hunsberger
Peg Werner
Jamie Schuster, Aubrey Hager
Paxton Bodkin
Patricia Donahue

04/04
04/05
04/06
04/10
04/11
04/13
04/14
04/18
04/22
04/23
04/25
04/26
04/27
04/30

Robert Ockenfuss Jr.
Kristen Hardner Zaharuk
James Bodkin
Donald Stewart
Elizabeth Boone
Dottie Egan
Robert Hardner
Dorothy Wieder
Raymond Mumbauer, Karen Phillips,
Brenda Mergenthaler, Ryan Phillips
Heather Winn
Jean Dager, Janelle Ketterer
Charlene Keim, Kristen Egan
Scott Kingsbauer, Shane Hartzell
Jeffrey Wimmer

Happy Birthday/God’s Blessings

Happy Birthday and
God’s Blessings
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Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed:
Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St. Stephen’s UCC.

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Office Hours: Tuesday 9am – 12 noon
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm
John Binde – Director of Music
Email: johnb77@ptd.net
610-554-3320
Eileen Ericsson – Handbell Director
Email: e388keys@comcast.net
267-463-3671
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