At the end of the Christmas birth narrative in Matthew, 


comes one last, 



“He shall be called.”  

It is easy to conclude why he should be called this 


on the surface level, 


but not on the deeper level 



of what the Matthew was implying about the prophets.   

He will be called Jesus of Nazareth, 


is straight forward,

because he was from Nazareth.  SLIDE

Just as we have friends named Crystal and Dana of Haines 


or Joey or LaValla of Kake, 



so they had people from their locations.  

The other common option is Jesus, Joseph's son, 


or Jesus Josephson, 



but this might have been confusing.  




Since Joseph is a fairly common name 




and there is a high likely hood 





that someone would call Joseph's son Joshua.

This hometown naming would have worked fine, 


if Matthew would have left a line out.  

That line he throws in there throughout the story, SLIDE

“So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets:”  

Now 12 other times Matthew tells us 


something “was fulfilled according to a prophets word.”  

But every time he does that, 


it is a single prophet 


and the prophet is named


and what he is referring to can be found in scripture.  

Only in this passage does it say 


multiple prophets.  

To make it even more complicating, 


when you look for Nazareth in the Old Testament 



it does not appear.

Part of the reason for this, 


is that the town was small enough, 



that during the historian Josephus' time around Jesus life, 


when he recorded all the places and lands of Israel, 



Nazareth did not make the map or list of small towns.  
Now  we know from experience DYEA


that one of the biggest towns in 1897 in Alaska 



was soon nothing 



and now numbers a little over 100 people 




from the 35,000 in its biggest boom.  



That being Dyea.  

At the same time, 


William Barclay makes the case DYEA



that Nazareth is technically in the middle of all the action, 




with the North to South road of the Roman Empire 




from Egypt to Europe running on the West Side 



and the East-West Highway running  to the South.  



The Mediterranean Sea being visible as well 




from the highest hill looking North 




and the the Jordan River Valley 





followed by the great Desert to the East.

As much as Barclay wants to make the case for what is close by, 


there is one little hitch about going to Nazareth.  SLIDE


It is at the bottom of a valley.  


Yes all kinds of traffic rolls by up above, 



but if there is no reason to drop down 500 feet to the city center, 




you don't.  

Or in modern terms, 


if there is not interstate exit to your town, 



even though millions drive by it everyday, 


what difference does it make.

Now some of you may recall 


that two years ago I was in Israel.  

Nazareth was where I spent my first night.  


By the time I figured out the bus schedule 


and how to get there, 



I was dropped off several hundred vertical feet above where my hotel was 




in the old part of the city, 





Mary's Well.  


Traveling with my bike and backpack, 



I strapped 60 pounds on my back 



and started down the streets to the hotel in the dark.  


I will tell you, 



that was the first of many times in Israel 




my brakes were not happy with me.  

When you don't have to worry about ice on your streets, 


the street grade can be up to 20%.  

So trying to navigate via a map on my phone, 


flying down the streets of Nazareth from up high 



where the main traffic goes, 




to avoid the hole that is Nazareth, 


I can guess why Josephus did not go down to include them on the census.  

The next morning, SLIDE

when I started a four day backpacking trip on the Jesus trail 


to the Sea of Galilee, 



my calves can again confirmed it was a steep drop down 


to an isolated village that would be best to be avoided 



unless necessary.

This makes great sense of why the angel led Joseph here as well.  


After surviving a few years in Exile in Egypt, 



you are looking for a place to lay low and unnoticed, 


Nazareth makes sense.  SLIDE
It is in the one area 


that had the best of three unideal rulers after Herod the Great's death.  

It is isolated 


and a full days work to go in and out of on an animal.  

It is not on the radar like Bethlehem or Jerusalem 


for world changing events according to everyone in the Old Testament.  

It is not even mentioned in the Hebrew Bible.

Which makes the lines of Matthew a bit of an Enigma.  


He says that not just one prophet mentions Nazareth, 



but the prophets, 



multiple prophets mention it.  


But not just the prophets are silent, 



the whole Hebrew Bible 




from Genesis to Malachi are silent.  

So instead, 


we are left to figure out what he might have been referring to.  

Matthew is definitely not going by the letter of the word, 


but more the Spirt or sense. 

There are two routes we can go with the Spirit.  SLIDE

We can go with Nester (Nate-Say Er) 


or Nezir for Nazor 



or Nazorene/Nazareth.

The reason for Nester or Branch 


is Isaiah 11:1.  



“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;




from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  

This Branch is the word Nester.  


The text makes it on Christmas cards 



so it definitely has its' place in the Christmas Story Canon.  

Multiple prophets also testify to this branch 


with Isaiah adding two other references, 


plus Jeremiah and Zechariah both chiming in twice each 



about a branch or Nestor coming 




who will be the Messiah.

If we go with Nezir 


or as Judges 13:5 reads, SLIDE


“No razor may be used on his head, 




because the boy is to be a Nazirite, 




set apart to God from birth, 





and he will begin the deliverance of Israel”. 

We are now talking about someone 


who has taken a special vow 



to be pure for God's work.  

Samson is the one we probably know best from Sunday School 


who experienced this set apartness.  

But both Judges 

and Amos talk 


of the Nazirite vow in their prophetic books.  

Numbers and Deuteronomy also tell of it.  

We talked on Christmas Eve about Christ meaning anointed, 


so set apart is also on track for who Jesus is.

We are left to look at the context 


to try and comprehend what exactly Matthew was thinking.  


There is the possibility that Matthew pulled this one out of thin air.  



But when every other quote can be easily found, 




it is not very likely.  

When we look at where Matthew has taken us in these first two chapters, 


we have gone from Jesus' divinity 


to Jesus' humanity.  

In chapter 2 


exploring our humanity, SLIDE


Matthew has looked at the Magi 




who show us that on our own, 





we are lost 





and need God to intervene.  



He explored Herod 




who shows us that we are sinners by choice.  


And finally, 



this concluding statement about the Nazoreanness of Jesus 




shows we are most like God 





when we are humble.  

Today, we would have no problem saying 


that Jesus was a Bethlehemite like David, 


or an Egyptian, 


or putting a statue of him in Jerusalem where he died.  

The Holy Spirit led Matthew 


to focus on Nazareth instead.  

This humble, 

unknown spot, 


will echo throughout the story 



until it is nailed onto the cross reading SLIDE



Jesus of Nazareth, 




King of the Jews.  

Fulfilling what Jesus taught 


when he said at the beginning of the Beatitudes, 



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 




for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

Time and again, 


Matthew is holding that tension 



of Fully God 



with Fully Man.

The reason we can love 

and accept Jesus into our lives 


is because he is humble, 



he knows what it is to be obscure, 



to be overlooked, 



to be no one in the eyes of the world.  

But the opinion of the world 


is not where his value lies.  

No matter if he is in Bethlehem, 


Egypt, Jerusalem or Nazareth, 



the love of God remains upon 




and in him.  

Luke tried to show us that this humble nature is how Jesus came 


by using a manger 


and feeding trough as his bed.  

Matthew shows the same idea 


through the little town of Nazareth.  

Verses 1 and 2 of Little Town of Bethlehem 


do not work as well, 

but versus 3 and 4 easily work for Nazareth as well.  SLIDE

How silently 


how silently 



The wondrous gift is given 


So God imparts 



to human hearts




The blessings of His heaven 

No ear may hear His coming 


But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will receive Him still 


The dear Christ enters in  SLIDE
O holy Child of Nazareth 


Descend to us we pray 


Cast out our sin and enter in 



Be born in us today

We hear the Christmas angels 


The great glad tidings tell 



O come to us 



abide with us 




Our humble Lord Emmanuel
