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Bells

https://youtu.be/-6qZ9A6GFik

Announcements
Prelude

“Once to Every Man and Nation,”
Thomas Williams. Arr. by Fred Bock
https://youtu.be/IRxSpAUJZxQ

Call to Worship

Sue McGowan
Rosemary Dawson

One: Come let us worship God, our rock and our fortress.
Let us turn to God in confidence and peace.
All: We place our hope in God, who is our deliverer.
God alone is our shelter and haven.
One: Let us trust in God, who is strong and loving.
Let us open our hearts to the One who hears.
All: God is among us, bringing his reign to fulfillment.
We hear the message and believe the good news.
One: Let us walk in the way of God’s chosen One,
Let us follow with courage and commitment.
All: We are eager to know the way in which God will lead us.
We will honor God with our reverence and service.
Hymn

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing vs 1, 2, 4
https://youtu.be/xIxfuMgiMx8
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Gathering Prayer

Sue McGowan

O God, we gather together that we might worship and honor you. We are grateful for your
steadfast love that has claimed us and has called us. Help us to recognize your presence, hear
your words and step out in response to your good news. Grant us the courage to leave behind
the comfortable and familiar that we may follow you in new and greater ways. Teach us to
become messengers of your grace and servants of your love that we may catch people up into
the joy of your kingdom. We ask this in Jesus name, and for his glory. Amen.
Gloria Patri

https://youtu.be/OLz3R1hnUjs

Scripture Readings
Psalm 62:5-12
5

For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
7
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
8
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.
9
Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are a delusion;
in the balances they go up; they are together lighter than a breath.
10 
Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery;
if riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
11 
Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God,
12
and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.
For you repay to all according to their work.
6

Mark 1:14-20
14 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15
 and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
16 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17
 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish
for people.” 18
 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19
 As he went a little farther,
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.
20 
Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.
Musical Reflection

Praise Ye the Triune God,”
arr. Tedd Smith.
https://youtu.be/jGt8BRuLL80
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Sermon

Are you up for a Challenge?

Are you the kind of person who likes to do challenging things?
One our first official date Greg asked me to go rock climb and repelling. I went and it sealed the
deal. Would I do it now? Oh, yeah. My head and heart are eager; my body – a little less sure, but
what the heck. If that is what a first date is like, think about marriage. It’s no less challenging,
now is it?
so when we turn our attention to faith, do we really think that this ‘following Jesus’ is going to be
comfy and safe (and maybe a little boring). Oh no, at least if you are up for a challenge….
Today we find Jesus and the disciples on a ‘first date’ if you will. John has been imprisoned and
Jesus steps into the lime-light, both picking up where John left off and moving God’s great
purpose forward. He is even so bold as to say ‘the time, God’s time, is now. God’s purpose, God
kingdom is at hand. Jesus sees and speaks of God’s great work in the midst of his world and then
boldly tells those who are listening ‘Repent and believe. Turn toward God, shift your direction,
Look, Listen, Pay Attention – God is here, accomplishing God’s grand purpose. Believe it,
believe this good news, trust it and live for it!
And then Jesus does something more than make a broad announcement. He goes looking for
people. He goes to Andrew and Peter, who are quietly living their lives, fishing a backwater lake,
and says “Follow me”, ‘Come with me and I will transform you so that you will be gathering
people’. He finds James and John and makes the same offer to them. And all four of them,
Andrew, Peter, James and John immediately drop what they are doing, leave behind family and
business and go after Jesus.
Kind of sounds like a crazy first date, doesn’t it. What would compel them to risk such a change?
Why would they want to follow this unknown, unauthorized stranger to parts unknown? Had they
heard Jesus’ preaching? Did they sense the good news that ‘God’s time is now; the realm of God’s
kingdom is here, being experienced today’? Were they ready to turn away from what was to take
hold of what could be? Were they excited about a new challenge, a life-changing, life-fulfilling
challenge?
Apparently so- they became disciples of Christ. They followed him through Galilee, into Judea,
and anywhere Christ led them. They learned his lessons, saw his miracles, and proclaimed his
message to others – trying their hand at ‘fishing for people’. They celebrated when he entered
Jerusalem, and were crushed when he was crucified. They were stunned when he rose from the
dead and were empowered by the fire of his Spirit. Without them, without that first crazy date,
there would be no us, no church, no TCC. Without their willingness, their eagerness to ‘follow
me’ what might this world be.
But then, they are not the only ones who have ever heard that call. How many generations of men
and women have heard Christ’s words, turned, believed, trusted and pursued the good news of
God’s saving, renewing grace. How many have learned God’s wisdom and ways, saw mighty
works of justice and goodness, even miracles. How many have taken a part in ‘gathering others’,
of inviting others to come and know this Christ, just as they have known him.
4

And what about us? Have we heard the good news of Christ? Have we looked, listen and paid
attention to the presence and power of God? Have we turned in trust, and hoped in the promise?
How many of us realize that the time is now, always now, to enter the realm of God and serve
God’s great purpose? Are you, are we, willing to take the risk when the Spirit of Christ comes to
us and says ‘come with me, and you will be…”
For us, for this church, and for many of our lives this is not a crazy first date. It’s a lifetime of
‘and immediately they, we, followed.’ And while our question, our serious concern, is ‘where are
we headed’ that is not Christ’s concern. He simply says ‘follow me, and I will lead…’. The heart
of discipleship and the fulfillment of God’s kingdom lies in our response. Are you up for the
challenge?
Amen.
Moment of Reflection
Hymn

Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult vs 1, 2, 5
https://youtu.be/vgP70vB3lJQ
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Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use.
Prayers of the People
Holy God, we are awed today by your love for us, your call to us and your presence with us. We
thank you for Jesus Christ, who came announcing the coming of your kingdom and inviting us to
follow him on the way. We thank you for your Spirit, who daily walks with us and leads us into
faithful obedience and courageous service. We are here today to answer your call and seek your
power that we may indeed live as Christ’s disciples.
And so we pray for your church and for this congregation. Open our spirits to your nearness. Help
us to look, listen and pay attention to the good news of your reign; and embolden us to follow Jesus
Christ in living for your kingdom. Lead us in our particular call and purpose here in this
community, that we may share with all our neighbors the message of Christ. We pray as well for our
leaders-- for government officials, business leaders and church authorities. May they hear your
voice calling them to your great purposes and may they respond with boldness and faithfulness to
establish your justice and peace throughout the world. We ask also for your mercy toward all who
seek you today. Grant your guidance to those who are lost, your restoration to those who are
broken, and your strength to those who are weary. Grant your healing to the sick, your comfort to
the sorrowful, and your aid to the needy. We especially lift up the needs of … and we thank you for
your faithful goodness in…. Now lead us, who know your care and support, to make your
kingdom real through our words and actions, among all whom our lives touch.
We praise you, Wondrous God, for your great mercy and grace, your presence, power and call,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

https://youtu.be/lAivVHv_mbc

Offering
Christ gave his life to fulfill the promise of God’s reign. We are now invited to follow Christ
reaching out to sharing his blessings with others. Our giving reflects our commitment of faith and
service. Let us dedicate our offerings with joy.
O God, we present these offerings with grateful hearts for the riches of the life, and for the greater
riches of your grace. As Christ has called us to follow him in faithful service, we here commit our
lives and our resources to your purposes. Use these gifts and our lives, that your blessings may
extend to all the world. Amen.
Doxology

https://youtu.be/5I7PEGUPAXQ

Hymn

O Jesus I Have Promised vs 1, 3
https://youtu.be/zpBqddKKziE
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Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
And may God make you worthy of his high calling,
and by his power fulfill in you every good desire and faithful work
through the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thes 1:11-12b adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“Because He Lives,”
William J. Gaither., arr. by Fred Bock.
https://youtu.be/J_YoOJeg_jk
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