Third Sunday in Advent
December 15, 2024
Divine Service, Setting One
With Holy Communion

Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’'ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - Ken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. Composite Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621 Text and tune: Public domain

Stand



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

o

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
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Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will | say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.
LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
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Kyrie

you covered | all their sin.
Will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will | say, Rejoice.
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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(A)  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
o)
g 1 ]
Hes?—— '
o D_._lcl
)

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(A) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 5-6
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10 come, O come, Em - man u - el And ran - som
50 come, Thou Key of Da vid, come, And o - pen
6 O come, Thou Day-spring from on high, And cheer us
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cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
wide our heav’n - ly home; Make safe the way that
by Thy draw - ing nigh; Dis - perse the gloom -y
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
leads on high, And close the path to mis - er - y.
clouds of night, And death’s dark shad - ows put to flight.
A Refrain .
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Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

t% o . o
o

(P) The Lord be
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with  you.

And al - so with you.

P Letus pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,

that her iniquity is pardoned,

Isaiah 40:1-11
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that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
SAnd the glory of the LoRD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

6A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
19Behold, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
1He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of

God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a
very small thing that | should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, | do not even
judge myself. 41 am not aware of anything against myself, but | am not thereby acquitted. It is
the Lord who judges me. STherefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” *And Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor
have good news preached to them. ®And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’
houses. *What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a
prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
7



UTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
Hymn of the Day

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”

sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;

with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.

liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Apostles’ Creed
C | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

Offertor% LSB 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

St. Paul reminds us to examine ourselves before taking the Lord's Supper. Communicants
are required to be members of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation. We do
this out of pastoral concern and in Christian love. If you have any questions, please see
Pastor before worship. Thank you.

Preface LSB 160
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(Pl The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Itis truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He

comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and
to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

A - men
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
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Distribution and Distribution Hymns

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we  sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose Ilove di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts  tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - Iu - ial
Christ the  vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - Iu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - Iu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - lu - ial
5  Mighty Victim from the sky, 7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; This alone can sin destroy;
You have conquered in the fight, From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
You have brought us life and light. Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6  Now no more can death appall, D 8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Now no more the grave enthrall; Savior, by whose death we live,
You have opened paradise, Spirit, guide through all our days:
And Your saints in You shall rise. Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice
Text and tune: Public domain
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548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious
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1 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, vic - to-rious! Thanks to Thee, O
2 Thou hast died for my trans - gres-sion, All my sins on

3 For the joy Thine ad - vent gave me, For Thy ho - ly,
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Lord of Life! Death hath now no pow - er o’er us,
Thee were laid; Thou hast won for me sal - wva - tion,
pre - cious Word; For Thy Bap - tism, which doth save me,
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Thou hast con-quered in the strife. = Thanks be - cause Thou didst a -
On the cross my debt was paid. From the grave I shall a -

For Thy blest Com-mu - nion board;  For Thy death, the bit - ter
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rise And hast o - pened par - a - dise! None can ful - ly
rise And shall meet Thee in the skies. Death it -self is
scorn, For Thy res - ur - rec - tion morn, Lord, I thank Thee
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sing the glo - ry Of the res - ur - rec - tion sto - ry.
tran - si - to - ry; I  shall lift my head in glo - ry.

and ex - tol Thee, And in heav’n I shall be - hold Thee.

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590-1667 Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu

Post-Communion Collect
A Letuspray...

Benediction
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Do

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.

Sit

Hymn to Depart
Turn page
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r of the Stars of Night
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1Cre - a - tor of the stars of  night,
2 Thou, griev - ing that the an - cient curse
3 Thou cam’st the  Bride - groom  of the  bride,
4 At whose dread name, ma - jes - tic now,
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Thy peo - ple’s ev - er - last - ing Light:
Should doom to death a u - ni - verse,
As drew the world to e - ven - tide,
All knees must bend, all  hearts must bow;
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o Christ, Re - deem - er, save us all
Hast  found the heal - ing, full of grace,
The spot - less Vic - tim all di - vine
All things ce - les - tial Thee shall own,
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And hear Thy ser - vants when they call.
To cure and save our ru - ined race.

Pro - ceed - ing from a

O Thou, whose coming is with dread
To judge the living and the dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe
While still we dwell on earth below.

vir - gin shrine.
And things ter - res - trial, Lord

a - lone.

D 6 To God the father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally. Amen.

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. Tune: Sarum plainsong, c. 9th cent., mode IV Text and tune: Public domain

Rev. Karl C. Bollhagen, Pastor
Vicar Jacob Stefanec

Organist: Sandra Schutte
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