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21 4AUARY 7.530, 7 30 PL, Garden Centery 3105 Grant Si., 4in flemosiicl’ Fesiles
Remenber ine article 4in Zhe &' Paoso Timeos dast lovemder on EL Pasocne who
rehobiditcie injured binde? i this meeiing vou'dl see gne of them 4n NRIAC Mo
John Coravel will present oukh Jonucuy wopram anc ihe AWJ"IQ.C/L will be RASTURS.
John h.cw oves 30 !.e.uw expeitence caidni Lok injled JUE.C!’/.?. ne WAl brding
some ol his auilon natients to ithe meeiina and 4;wu~d zet our Audubon vear

ofl to a great siart, Be there! 1w

ol

16 FESRUARL. The bikdo of Jlono- £ c/\.e, in"California face an unceituin
future. Coime and learn whi. _ e oL ettt UL

FIELD TRIFS

12, JARUAR . 2 RIG SRA JtJv, This will be a walking iain 16" a cood area we have
overlooled 4n the ncet: itle Rio Crcnde and Zhe .iwrniiation diich near the
Haciende Cale. ‘o cold see mosi cnyiiving.. For tive Chndisiace Bied Counst,
this area held Spoited Sandnieis, a .Lcu.u, Yren, Common Zraclles, Uesper
Sranows an.c,, ana,/._n,mu',, a onzo-he/m Fartda.  Three. dalio »E..,_e/L, a fiumwmb{,e. ,
Marbler and a Uhite-ilhioa ue( S cariow ue/f.e in the cdiea. [leet ai ihe Haclendas
1720 d. Faisano, at 7:30 [l. Jf vow take J~10 guing west, et ofl at the |
Forfiplo Dicz exit, no wp ko landell, then po lelt onto ithe ovekicss. This
widd Zoke now io jaloant, s s00n as pou are oLl the ogven: Rl u..f:.e a let
and set onio ithe lroptage rzood ihetl, poes so0uih 0.7 wile to *he Hociendd,

27 9ARLARY.  GNDY) f'{ SP .?3’?2”5 Does vour srarrow ddentliliccilicon need im/cuve-
nent? Thia trds will conceninote oin 'fa;ildzl:.fl,"’ wdniedn, opusows.  de will
aligait cei \,a,m,{.u, see slack-cninneds; A ve're luckiy, we could twin uyx a Field
Sparrow. Othei srecies we'll lool ,,oia. include L Cail buniing and Ueosner and

Lork Spevrous. Be at ithe Wildeiness Park fiwseun, Trcnenountain Rd., at 7:30 Ade

BUARD TF DIRECTCRS (EETING.

Hy JANUARL, 7:30 Pii. The Bocrd will neei at +he home ol Fresident Dol
Bleicher, 2008 Hectonr, €L Paso, Fh: 551-7367, ‘




IZO/ LJn,QTanS Clilii .77'71..:, REPCRT ot

liour lominations Commpitt tee will - (Note: The Fresicent, Robert P.
Pesenit ihe jlollowing persons forx Bledicher, will bein: fhis 2nd yech as
clection at the 21 Jonuary meeting: M.e/sum.,. ) ‘

To/z. Udce Presddent: John Sproul Thanks io Jeannette Cole, Sid Sheps
For Secreiomy-Treasurer: Jans . perd end Berllie Barnhart for serving

Fowder : on ithe Ro&un;:&mom Comubtea.
TRAK XCU:

Cecil and llinnie ficlutt - for' John Sproud - f"o)z. agreedns Lo help our

powe December donation to ihe EL chqo,he/z as ediron .2 the ROADRUWER
Pa/.»o/T)a.cm,o Pecos Aucubon Societil, and for being the' €L Paso Chrisimas
The monety will e wsed to coniinue - Bdrd Count compiler,
our fmhu Lake b/ULd S an,c;Lu,cuzu _ .
~ Operaiion. . Bl Hoppes - forn bedin: comniler for ,

\ -th.e. Hueca Tan.{.c Chadisdinas Count,
: FRUL THRE PEIL CF THE PRES ﬂDSflT _
In. January owr edeciion takes p/Lace Hector D/z/we., &l Pa/.’o, TX 79935 &

Lok the coming ypear (1960). - . © Ph: 547-72617,

Rdcbouormbw, “other people are. (< YE

needed to seave as chaiimen of Th,e Chapter Bocrd of Direciors wild
variows commiiiees—--meaning e diocuss Chapter Zinances in ;lamw/uf
need. vour help., J2 .;fou can help and propose an aperciing budiel for
and ere willing %0 do »s0, plecse . the new year. This will e ,wbu,one,d

call onr wiiite: Sob B:Le/tdlezz., 2509 in the ?e,bm:q;g,__ '_n,e.w/_si.g' e,

Deadline !‘ar&_ the ?'e,wwcxu RCADRU ARER io 24 ﬁmc.amz.. The Editon 4g nuch moie
e/,.a,f’.e.otwa when h.e daun receive nm'm/l.em material ait ihe last minute, -

The ROADRUNNER As WUMMCL to all members of the EL Pa/m/'ffwn,a—?ecoo ["
Audubon Society.  lonmembesis can subscribe fon ;.J 00 per vear. ilail ‘
subscription pavmerbta 4o 6071 Y. Uandedd #25, EL Paso, TX 79902,




1979 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS

for publicizing the counts in her column;
- to Phelps-Dodge, St. Anthony's Seminary,
-and Sunland Park Race Track for giving
‘us access to their grounds; and to all
the participants, especially those who

Once again we ended the birding year on
a high nete, with two successful Christ-
mas Bird Counts (CBCs). Some thanks are
in order: to Bob and Gretchen Bleicher,
Ed and Elza Gilboe, and Joe and Eliz-.
abeth Guinn, hosts for our various pre-

="

-
- g

and ppst—count gatherings; to Mary

- birds.

Margaret Davis of the El Paso Times

‘documented their observatiors of rare

HUECO TANKS COUNT. — 23 DECEMBER 1979

Nineteen dedicated birders braved cold and blustery weather to participate in the éth
annual Hueco Tanks CBC. Fifty-five species were seen, not a record, bub several good
birds were found. - These included a Prairie Falcon, Cassin's Kingbird (first for the
count), a flock of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers (also a first for the count), and a Cassin's
Finch., Notable for the count were the ladk of bluebirds; the lack of any large flocks
of sparrows, Lark Buntings or Horned larks; the rather.larger numbers of quail- of both
species; the low numbers of Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Rock and Cancn Wrens; and the very
I want to thank everyone who participated in the count;-
I sure had fun. Below is a 1list of species observed: '

high number of Pyrrhuloxias,

Turkey Vulture o
Cooper's Hawk

Red—tailed Hawk
Swainson's Hawk

Marsh Hawk

Prairie Falcen -
American Kestrel

Scaled Quail

Gambel's Qtail

Mourning Dove

Killdeer

Roadrumner -

Common Flkgker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Ladder~backtd Woedpecker

Cassin's Kirgbird
Say's Phoebeg i
Horned Lark |,
Scrub Jay = 4
Verdin

pps & &

Cactus Wren

. Canon Wren

Rock Wren

- Mockingbird

Curve-pilled Thrasher

Crissal Thrasher
American Robin.
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher .
Ruby-crowned. Kinglet
Phainopepla -

Loggerhead Shrike ..
Starling

House Sparrow
Western Meadowlark
‘meadowlark, sp. =

Red-winged Blackbird
Pyrrhuloxia

Cassin's Finch
House Finch

-~ Lesser Goldfinch

~— Bill Hoppes;

Green-tailed Towhee
Rufous—sided Towhee
Brown Towhee

Lark Bunting
Savannah Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow -

“ Lark Sparrow

Rufous-crowned Sparrow
Black-throated Sparrow

‘Sage Sparrow .

" Tark-eyed Junco

Gray-headed Junco
Chipping Sparrow

- Brewer's Sparrow

Black-chinned Sparrow '

White—crowned Sparrow

compiler




EL PASO COUNT - 29 DECEMBER 1979

In contrast to last year's drizzly con-
ditions, this year's ceunt enjoyed fine
weathér: temperature 33-51 F, winds
NNE O-£ mphg-clear in AM, partly cloudy
to cloudy in PM, and no rain. The 32
participants, highest ever, recorded '.
(822 individual birds of 103. species.

In general, bird numbers were down from-
last year, but for a few species we
equaled or exceeded.our all-time highs::
Golden Eagle, American Kestrel, Inca..
Dove, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Bushtlt
Canon Wren, Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher,

Curve~billed Thrasher, Crissal Thrasher, ‘-

Pyrrhuloxia, Brown Towhee, Black-
throated Sparrow, and Brewer's Sparrow.
Species that were noticeably down.in -
numbers included American Robin, Western
. Bluebird,, Ruby-crowned Kinglet and
Brewer's Blackbird. We found no owls
and no' jays. :

We had our first count records for
Franklin's Gull, Ringed Turtle Dove,
Solitary Vireo and Northern Parula.

The Northern Parula is easily THE bird
for the count., This eastern:wagbdet is
a rare vagrant in the Trans-Pecos. |
Other excellent records are shown in
capital letters in the count reésults;
unusu2lly high numbers are underllned

RESULTS

Fared Grebe 2, Pied-billed Grebe 2,
DOUBLE - CRbSTmD CORMORANT 1, Green Heron
1, Canada Goose 15, Snow Goose 59
Mallard 37, Mexican Duck’ 2; Gadwall 35,
Pintail 13, Green-winged Teal 227,
Cinnamon Teal 4, American Wigeon 205,
Northern Shoveler 314, Redhead 3, Canvas-
back 17, Bufflehead 19, Common Merganser
2, Sharp-shinned Hawk 1, Cooper's Hawk
7, Red-tailed Hawk 12, SWAINSONSS HAWK
1, Golden Eagle 2 adult, Marsh Hawk 5,
American Kestrel 76, Scaled Quail 99,
Gambel's Quail 41, Common Gallinule 1,
American Coot 50, Killdeer 79, Common
Snipe 8, Spotted Sandpiper 2, LESSER

Y LTOWLEGS 2, Least Sandplper 61, peep,
Si0an i Rlng—bllled Gull 2, FRANKLIN'S
GULL 2, Rock Dove 597, White-winged

Dove 20, Mourning Dove 112,

RINGED TURTLE DOVE 1, Inca Dove 127,
Roadrunner 5, WHITE—THROATLD SWIFT 65,
Black~chinned Humminghird 2, ANNA'S
HUMMTINGRTRD 2 Riifalis Hnmnd"lho"h'i +d

hummingbird, sp.-2,- Belted Kingfisher 3,
Common (Red—shafted)Flicker 34,-Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker 2, Ladder-backed Wood -~

pecker -3, Black Phoebe 5, Jay's Phoebe 9,

CROW, sp. 8, Verdin 3, BUSHTIT 2, House
Wren 3, Bewick's Wren 2, Cactus Wren 20,
Canon Wren 5, Rock Wren A7, Mockingbird
23, BROWN THRABHFER 2, Curve-billed

“Thrasher 7, Crissal - Thrasher 16, bmerican

Robin 4 (low), Hermit Thrush 1, EASTERN

“ BLUEBIRD 10, Western Bluebird 1 (Iow),
- Ruby-crowned Kinglet- 11 (lbw), Water Pipit

16, Loggerhead Shrike' 30, utarllng 62,

; SOLIT&RY VIREO 1., NORTHERN PARULA 1,

Yellow-rumped (Audibon's) Warbler'31,
House Sparrow 1026, Western Meadowlark
29, meadowlark, sp. 120

Yellow-headed Blackbird 50, Red-winged
Blackbird 87, Brewer's Blackbird 136
(low), Great-tailed Grackle 267} COMMON
GHACKLE 25 Brown-headed Cowbird 194,
Pyrrhulox1a 30 House Finch 700, Lesser
Goldfinch 33, “Green-tailed Towhee L, -
Rufous-sided Towhee 12, Browon Towhee 18,

L4RK BUNTING 3, BAIRD'S SPAHROW 1, Vesper

Sparrow 33, Lark Sparrow, 18, Rufous—
crowned Sparrow 2, Black-throated Spar
row 44O, SAGE SPARROW 10, Dark-eyed Junco
189, Gray—headed Junco 10, -Chipping ,
Sparrow 35, Brewer's Sparrow 273, Black-
chinned Sparrow 6, White—crowned Sparrow
376, White;throated Sparrow 1, Song
Sparrow'23 ) i SR

K1

‘TOTAL: 103 SpGCleS'(T addltlonal ‘race)’

about 6822 individuals. (In'area count
week but not seen. courit day: Ruddy Duck,
NASHVILLb WARBLJR Lincoln's Sparrow.)

PARTICIPANTS ; . Derek Aleman, Tom Baker,

' Berttye Barnhart Flora Bittick, Bob

Bleicher, Janet Brockmoller, Jeannette
Gole, Joe DiPasquale, Sarah Jane Dodds,
Iuz Cecilia Flores, Jane Fowler, 41,
Chris and Madeline Gavit, Ed ‘and Elza
Gilboe, Mary Giles, Nathan and Richard
Gilliland, Joe Guinn, Bill Hoppes, Earle
and Paula King, Kris Kohlhoff, Josephine
Nagel, Helen Pender, Sid Shepperd, John
Sproul (compiler), Iucille Swick,

Marilyn Waller, Chad Wayne, Sunny Wratten.

(Gretchen Bleicher, Catherine Gambill and
Joe Pugh watched -noncounting yards out-
side the count circle.)
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OBSERVATIONS - 24 November to 23 December 1979

WATERBIRDS was a CASSIN'S KINGBIRD at a stock pond
along Hueco Ranch Rd, (BH et al.).
Feather Lake has hosted a Whistling Swan Memorial Park produced ne Red-breasted
since 8 Dec (AG, mob), first record of Nuthatches for the E1 Paso CBC, although
this species at our sanctuary. On 23 Dec 1 was there in late Nov and early Dec (JN).
the lake also held & 8now Goose (BH). More cocperative for this CBC were the
Common Goldeneye were in the upper val-— 2 male Bastern Bluebirds found in the
ley on 2 Dec; in a group of & ducks upper valley near the Country Club Rd,
flying downriver neqr Randel's Pool, at ¥ridge 2 Dec (JS) and the White-throated
least 2 were male goldeneye (JS). - Sparrow that first appeared in the Cielo
: Vista area 15 Dec and is still seen
OTHER NONPASSERINES : daily (EG, E1G). The "Slate-colcred®
; Junco seen on the Hueco Tanks CBC was
A Prairie Falcon seen along the Hueco at Hueco Tanks (JDiP et al,) and the
Ranch Rd. east of Hueco Tanks and Pow Cassin's Finch was along the road to the
Wow Canyon on 9 Dec (BH, JS) remained tanks (BB et al.).
through 23 Dec for: the Hueco Tanks
_Christmas Bird Count (CBC) (BH et al,). Details on noteworthy sightings from the
Fl Paso!'s hummingkird population thins E]l Pase CBC will be in the next
out in late fall but doesn't disappear. ROADRUNNER,, *
4 pair of Anna's stayed in the Mountain \
Park area all fall end is still there OTSERVERS: DBcb Bleicher, Janet Brock-
(JB). A male Broad-tailed visited Kern moller, Jce DiPasquale, Al Gavit, Ed
Place on 9 Dec (BH). Our second Downy Gilboe, Elza Gilkoe (E1G), Bill Hoppes,
Woedpecker redord for this fall came : many observers (moh), Jo Nagel, John
14 Dec when a male was in a yard near Sproul, Sunny Wratten. (Please report
the E1 Paso Medicel Center (SW). your observations to John Sproul,
601 W. Yandell %25, E1l Paso .79902;
PASSERINES : _ ph. 545-5157 home,' 543-5126 wr\rk.)

Best bird seen on the Hueco Tanks CBC

/" CONSERVATION

1979 VOTING RECORDS AVAILABLE SOON of the 16th District.is your Represenatiwve.

Would you like to know hew your U.S. : ATASKA BILL STILL STALLED

Senators and your Representative veted

jon key conservation issues last year? The U.S. Senate continues to procrastinate

‘In late January, Audubon's Washington ' on the Alaska national—interest lands
office will be sending such voting ‘issue. Audubon expects no floor acticn
records to all members on the NATIONAL until late February or March, perhaps
OUTLOOK mailing list. NATIONAL OUTLOOK later if support slackens., =

is published as necessary to alert

Audubon members when conservation -“The conser vatlonlst—{acked Tsongas—Reth
issues are coming to head and citizen sukstitute now has 14 cosponsors. This
pressure on Congress is needed. To ~ bill will be ofifered on the Senate floor
request the conservation voting records “in place of the weak Alaska bill reported '
of our Senators and Representative and by the Energy and Natural Resources

to get on the NATIONAL OUTLOOK mailing Committee. Tsongas-Roth is patterned’
list, write: National Audubon Society, after the strcng House-—passed bill but

1511 K Street, N.W., Washington, DC contains key concessions designed to bal—
20005, Indicate that Richard White ! ance the needs for ccnservation and devel-

opment in Alaska.
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