
   
Greetings Lay Members: 

This year is going to be a very busy year for 
the AME church and the Florida 
Conference.  As we move forward  we will 
be faced with some challenges that we will 
overcome  by working together.    

At the present time, each district should be 
working on the scholarship program.  It is 
imperative that you follow the instructions 
given by the scholarship committee.  
Secondly, the district should be working to 
get individuals for the various awards to be 

given at the EEDLO Convention later this year.   Also, we still have the 
Men of Distinction Banquet that is one of our fundraisers.  It will take all 
four districts working towards the same goal.  It is important that we 
support  the event in the district it is being held. 

I know that several of you will be traveling to the General Conference later 
this year  as Observers.  If you have not made reservations you should do 
so as soon as possible.   Itôs good that you will be there to help celebrate 
200 years of the AME Church.  Those who are going as delegates, please 
know that we have a lot of work to do. Letôs work to build Godôs church 
Godôs way. 

 
Be Blessed, 
Johnnie Hill 
FCLO President 

President Johnnie Hill, Florida Conference Lay Organization 
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The Marianna District 
President Shepherd Myrick 

The Quincy-Monticello District 
President Sharolyn Wood 

The Tallahassee District 
President Mary Silva 

 

The Pensacola-Panama City District 
President Joseph Johnson 



 

Church Choir Etiquette 

~Worshiping Through Music~ 
 

At the core of a church choir is a team of wonderful people who have decided to share 

their vocal gifts with the members of their congregations.  Bringing unity to a group 
such as this will allow your voices to blend in a way that is truly special. 
It is important to remember that being a member of a church choir involves a certain 
amount of dedication.  

1. Attendance  

Singing in a choir is a commitment to God, the pastor, the congregation, the director 
and the other members of the choir.  Your voice is just as important as the next personôs 
voice, and everyone has to get used to hearing everyone else.  If you miss two or more 
rehearsals per month, you might want to reconsider your commitment to the choir.  The 

decision is up to you.  Please notify the choir president if you intend to miss a rehearsal.  Additionally, if you are sick, 
plan to stay home or observe the rehearsal from the congregation.  

2. Rehearsal Time  

Three simple words: be on time!  Special call rehearsals may be scheduled as needed and should be communicated as far 
in advance as possible. Please note, arriving late is distracting to the director and other choir members and causes you to 
miss out on potentially important portions of the rehearsal.  

3. Be Prepared  

Come ready to work hard at every rehearsal. It is important that your mind, body and spirit are prepared for rehearsal; 
rehearsal is a part of our worship. Be prayerful and attentive at all times.  

4. Paper and Pencils  

Always bring paper and a pencil/pen to rehearsal in order to record notes and instructions. Several songs will be covered 
in each rehearsal and itôs impossible to remember from week to week the special direction for each. 

5. Talking During Rehearsal  

There is no talking during rehearsal, unless solicited from the director. Choir singing is a sociable pastime, and 
choirs are full of sociable people! The camaraderie in a choir is one of the most important aspects. Feel free to make 
merry to your heartôs content before and after rehearsal and during breaks. Itôs really easy to start up little conversations 
with your neighbor during rehearsal. Such conversations are distracting to the director and other choir members. When 
this happens, the director has to either talk over you or wait until youôre quiet. Chatter slows down rehearsal and will 
result in early dismissal for participants.  

6. Attire for Choir Members  

Å Always be in uniform unless otherwise indicated.  

Å Uniforms must be kept clean, pressed and in good repair; hems must never be hanging.  

Å Never wear tight-fitting or revealing attire. 

Å Never wear bulky jewelry or gaudy make-up that will allow your expressions and appearance to attract more attention 
than the spirit of worship.  

Å For Women ï Always wear a skirt with a length below the knee; pants are not permitted. 

7. Strong Scents  

Please be aware that many people are sensitive or allergic to strong scents. The deep breathing that accompanies singing 
worsens the effects of strong perfumes and other personal products. 
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The Training Corner  

THE LAYMENôS VOICE 

 



 

General Conference Delegates and Alternates,  
be mindful of the schedule below and please plan to be in  

Jacksonville, Friday, February 12, 2016. 

 

FOUNDERS' DAY  

Friday, February 12, 2016  

Dear Eleventh District Constituents, Delegates, Alternates and Observers:  

Please take note of the schedule for Founders' Day. All activities will take place in Milne Auditorium on the 
EWC campus. Lunch will also be provided. A block of rooms has been set aside at Springhill Suites for 
Thursday night at the Jacksonville International Airport ($115 rate). Rooms are also available at the Embassy 
Suites Bay Meadows ($109 rate).  

 

SCHEDULE and AGENDA  

8:30 -10:00 a.m.  General Conference: Delegation Organization  
 
10:15 - 12:00 noon  Founders' Day Worship and Celebration  
   Bishop Wilfred J. Messiah, Preaching  
 
12:15 - 1:30 p.m. LUNCH  
   (Adams-Jenkins Sports and Music Complex)  
 
1:45 - 3:45 p.m.  Launching of Young Adult Ministry Initiative  
   A "Blue Ribbon Panel" will Discuss and Encourage this Ministry as the next Focus and 
   major point of Emphasis in the 11th Episcopal District.  
 
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Third Party Voter Registration Training  
   Under the new guidelines for registering persons to vote in our State,  
   Registrars and Congregations desirous of offering this service must be trained and 
   certified. The Duval County Supervisor of Elections Office will provide the training. The 
   brief symposium will qualify/certify any person and congregation, meeting the standard, 
   to do voter registration anywhere in the State. Throughout the day, a PBS film crew will 
   cover this aspect of our work, a documentary to be broadcast closer to the National 
   Elections.  
 

The 29th Black Heritage Weekend will begin Friday Evening in the Gymnasium.  

 

Yours in His Service,  

A. J. Richardson  

Bishop 
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General Conference Meeting  

THE LAYMENôS VOICE 
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EEDLO Lay Retreat  

THE LAYMENôS VOICE 



 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 5:00 PM ð 7:00 PM  
Hosted by the Tallahassee District  

Smith-Williams Community Center  ǅ 2295 Pasco Street ǅ Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 

The Honorees 
 

Brother James Sawyer 
Pensacola-Panama City District 

 
Brother Ned Hill  

Quincy-Monticello District 
 

Sister Alice B. Mitchell 
Tallahassee District 

 
Brother Lenzy Reed, Jr.  

Marianna District 
 

" You can't help someone climb a mountain 
without getting to the top yourself." 

òLaity Fulfilling the Great Commissionó 

Page 5 

FCLO Lifetime Achievers Award Banquet  

THE LAYMENôS VOICE 
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The Pensacola -Panama City District  

 

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  ELEVENTH EPISCOPAL DISTRICT LAY ORGANIZTION 
  FLORIDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE LAY ORGANIZATION 

 
  The Pensacola-Panama City District  

  Lay Organization 
  PRESIDENTôS STATISTICAL REPORT 

  January 30, 2016 
   

    PLEASE TYPE ALL INFORMATION AND SUBMIT TO THE FOLLOWING: 
       Å MR. JOHNNIE HILL, JR.      

  
DISTRICT:  Pensacola-Panama City PRESIDENT:  Mr. Joseph Johnson  
ADDRESS:  2011 Doomar Drive  CITY, STATE, ZIP: Tallahassee, Florida 32308  
Year of last election:   April 2015   Number of years served:       6_ 
 

NUMBER OF LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS IN DISTRICT:  32 
NAME OF CHURCHES AND NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN LOCAL LAY ORGANIZATIONS:    

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN DISTRICT LAY ORGANIZATION:  75 

DOES YOUR DISTRICT USE THE COMMISSION SYSTEM?  YES 

NUMBER OF MEETINGS HELD SINCE LAST CONFERENCE MEETING:     1  

NUMBER OF CHURCHES VISITED SINCE LAST CONFERENCE MEETING:       3   

NUMBER OF WORKSHOPS HELD IN THE DISTRICT SINCE LAST CONFERENCE MEETING:    1 

мΦ .ŜǘƘŜƭ - tŜƴǎŀŎƻƭŀ мтΦ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ-/ƘƛǇƭŜȅ 

нΦ DǊŜƎƎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ - CǘΦ ²ŀƭǘƻƴ .ŜŀŎƘ муΦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ-{ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘ 

оΦ !ƭƭŜƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ - tŜƴǎŀŎƻƭŀ мфΦ aǘΦ ½ƛƻƴ-tŀƴŀƳŀ /ƛǘȅ 

пΦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ŜǘƘŜƭ - tŀƴŀƳŀ /ƛǘȅ нлΦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ-/ŀƳǇōŜƭƭǘƻƴ 

рΦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ-5ŜŦǳƴƛŀƪ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ нмΦ aǘΦ hƭƛǾŜ-tƻƴŎŜ ŘŜ [Ŝƻƴ 

сΦ DƻƻŘ IƻǇŜ-²ŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ннΦ bŜǿ .ŜǘƘŜƭ-.ƻƴƛŦŀȅ 

тΦ !ƭƭŜƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ-[ȅƴƴ IŀǾŜƴ ноΦ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎ όaƛƭƭǾƛƭƭŜύ-tŀƴŀƳŀ /ƛǘȅ 

уΦ aǘΦ ½ƛƻƴ-/ǊŜǎǘǾƛŜǿ нпΦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ aǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ-/ŀƴǘƻƴƳŜƴǘ 

фΦ IŜƴǎƘŀǿ /ƘŀǇŜƭ-/ƻǧƻƴŘŀƭŜ нрΦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ-tƻƴŎŜ ŘŜ [Ŝƻƴ 

млΦ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ-/ƻǧƻƴŘŀƭŜ нсΦ bŜǿ .ŜǘƘŜƭ-±ŜǊƴƻƴ 

ммΦ IǳǊǎǘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ-tŜƴǎŀŎƻƭŀ нтΦ aƻǳƴǘ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ-tŀȄǘƻƴ 

мнΦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ-/ŀƳǇōŜƭƭǘƻƴ нуΦ bŜǿ .ŜǘƘŜƭ-!ǊƎȅƭŜ 

моΦ DǊŀƴǘ ¢ŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜ-/ƘƛǇƭŜȅ нфΦ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅ-/ŀǊȅǾƛƭƭŜ 

мпΦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ-±ŜǊƴƻƴ олΦ {ȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ-±ŜǊƴƻƴ 

мрΦ aǘΦ hƭƛǾŜ-tŀƴŀƳŀ /ƛǘȅ омΦ aǘΦ tƛǎƎŀƘ-CǊŜŜǇƻǊǘ 

мсΦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ-aƛƭǘƻƴ онΦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪ-.ƻƴƛŦŀȅ 



THEME OR SUBJECT DISCUSSED AT WORKSHOP: 

¶ Jeopardy/Know Your Church 
 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

¶ The Pensacola-Panama City District continues to have meeting every month. 

¶ October 17, 2015 the PPCD Lay meeting was held at Mt. Zion AME Church in Crestview, Florida where 
      The Reverend Darryl L. Hooks was host Pastor. 

¶ Pastors attending PPCD Lay meetings have increased. 
¶ October 21, 2015 the PMD Lay meeting was held at Bethlehem AME Church in Cottondale, Florida where The 
Reverend Matthew Ewing was host Pastor. 

¶ Our attendance with Pastors attending meeting has increase. 
¶ Attended Bishop Planning Meeting, November 18-19, 2015 in Orlando, FL 
¶ Attended Day of Sharing in Quincy, FL on December 5, 2015. 
¶ Attended our Pensacola-Panama City District Planning Meeting January 13-15, 2016 at Greater St. Joseph AME 
Church, Defuniak Springs, FL.  Laity presented a workshop on The Role of the Stewards. 

¶ We had Lay Meeting on January 16, 2016 at New Bethel AME Church, Vernon, FL. The Reverend Calvin Pierce 
was host pastor. 

¶ Had 2 more churches to participate Mt. Pleasant AME Church, Paxton, FL and Greater Bethlehem AME Church, 
Milton, FL. 

 
THE PENSACOLA-PANAMA CITY DISTRICT LAY ORGANIZATION 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Mr. Joseph Johnson, President 
 
Mrs. Velma Murphy 
1st Vice President 
 
Mr. Nate Smith 
2nd Vice President 
      
Ms. Katrina Stakley    
Recording Secretary  

    
Mrs. Eldora Campbell     
Assistant Recording Secretary  
 
Mrs. Marcia D. Houston 
Corresponding Secretary 
  
Mrs. Ann McCelvey     
Financial Secretary     
 
Mr. Robert Lane      
Treasurer       
 

  
 

I certify that the information in this Presidentôs Statistical report is correct to the best of my knowledge: 
 

Submitted by:   Joseph Johnson   Date:  January 30, 2016   
 

The Pensacola -Panama City District  

continues...  

Mrs. Barbara Travis 
Chaplain 
 
Mrs. Ida Valentine 
Assistant Chaplain 
 
Ms. Erika Dotson 
Historiographer  
 
Mr. James Sawyer    
Parliamentarian    
   
Mrs. Rebecca Pittman 
Director of Lay Activities 
 
Mrs. Bertha Griffin 
Director of Public Relations 
 
VACANCIES 
3rd Vice President 
Director of Youth & Young Adults 
Director of Lay Benevolent Auxiliary  
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Greetings, 

       QMD  

is focus and 
committed to 
the vision of 
Prayer, Faith 
and Love.  As 
we embrace 
this vision we 
are excited 
about the 

many accomplishments thus far as 
more and more join our quest.  
We are still organizing Lay 
Organizations within the district 
and planning workshops. We give 
God all the praise and the Glory 
for His grace and mercy and pray 
His continued blessings. 

The Quincy -Monticello District  

The Quincy-Monticello District Lay Organization Bids a Fond Farewell  
and Welcomes Newest Churches By Yolanda Foxx Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers (Pictured Left to Right): Robert Jackson, Annie Knight, Sharolyn Wood, Delbra McGriff 
Ruby Houston, Ned Hill, Vivian Cromartie, Harold Carter 

 

 On Saturday, January 23, 2016 over a dozen churches gathered together at New Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church as the newest members of the Quincy-Monticello District Lay Organization 
were introduced to the community and outgoing churches were recognized for their hard work and dedication 
with certificates and plagues by President Sharolyn Wood. The theme of the evening was, ñAn Evening with 
the QMDLO Strong in Prayer, Faith and Love.ò  

 The Lay Organization of the African Methodist Episcopal Church is one of the newest in our church 

relative to our total years of existence. The purpose of the local lay organization is to get the membership of 

the local church involved in spiritual and political areas of the AME Church.  The Purpose is also to learn 

about the rules, regulations and duties of the members, officers and the pastor of each local church. All 

persons who have joined the AME denomination and have not been ordained are a layperson.  It is each 

person's responsibility to become an active member of the Lay Organization. 

Best Wishes   
Brother Henry W. McGill 

 

Brother Henry W. McGill, a strong servant leader of God has chosen to 
continue this journey with the Lord as a member of Tabernacle MB 
Church, Tallahassee, Florida under the leadership of Elder Stanley 
Walker.  Brother McGill was a strong 
servant leader in the AME Church for 
many years and served as District Lay 
President of the Quincy District as well 
as the local Lay President of Mt. Zion 
AME Church in Havana, Florida.  He has 
left the flock he has loved for many 
years, but is still fighting and working on 
his journey.  We wish Brother McGill all 
the best the world can give.  We love you 
Brother McGill, we pray you will 
continue to be faithful and hold on to 
Godôs unchanging hand .  Even though 
you are gone, you are always be in our 
hearts and forever AME. 

 


