As we celebrate this Christ the King Sunday, 

or Reign of Christ Sunday,


 as we conclude the Christian Year, 



I am reflecting back on the year that was.  

It was a good and full year, 


but it was not an easy year.  

Even with a 4 month Sabbatical, 


this year was much harder than anyone would guess.  

Or I should say, 


anyone would guess, 



unless they read scripture.  

Our texts from Ezekiel and Matthew 


reminds me of why we can get so tired as God's people.  

We get tired, 


because the world is going in the opposite direction.

Listen to the promises Ezekiel is telling the Messiah will offer. 


The things he needs to set right. 

Or if you read this as a job posting, 


how quick you would be to say, 



“Oooh, I want that job!”  


Search and seeking out sheep.  


Rescue them after being scattered.  


Bring them out 



and gather them.  


Feed them.  


You don't have to help them lie down, 



but you do have to make them lie down.  


Seek the lost, 



bring back the strayed, 



bind up the injured, 



and strengthen the weak.  

That is a full time job right there.  


But then there is destroying the fat and strong 



and feeding them with justice.  


Another full time job.  

It goes on.  


Judging between fat and lean sheep.  

Then we add an administrative role to this shepherding:  


setting up a shepherd who will feed them 



and shepherd them.

All of the things listed in this job description 


boil down to getting the sheep on the right track.  

We want to pretend that if we were left to our own free will, 


we would choose good.  

We very seldom do that.  


The shepherd has to feed them.  



They struggled to do that themselves.  


He had to tell them to lie down and rest.  



If you pay attention to some of the hours I send out e-mails, 




you know I need to be told that as well.  

This is not a list of what you are already doing well 


and just fine tuning it to perfection.  

It is a list of 


here are the basic things you need to do to live well.  

We don't do those things without a Messiah, 


without a Savior, 



without a Shepherd King.

Again, the reason we don't, 


is because that is not the way the world is moving.  

If we grab that powerful image from Made for People that we just completed, 


that idea of drifting in the water, 



we see understand what we are up against.  

The world is subtly, 

almost without notice, 


taking us to a place of isolation, 


loneliness, 


and vulnerability. 

Notice our shepherd king is bringing us back into a place of community


a place of health,


a place of safety. 

Our text from Matthew highlights this 


as the people are asking, “When did I do this?”  



Both when did I serve you Lord 



and when did I reject you Lord?  


The answer is 



when you were engaged with others 



and when you ignored others.

The moments of everyday just flow by.  


We are waiting for that big moment, 



that chance to really make a difference 



and be on the front page of the news.  


We like that idea so much better 



than the reality that it is a thousand little things that make the difference.  

Lisa keeps using the phrase, 


“Death by a thousand paper cuts.”  

I guess the opposite choice would be 


“Life by a thousand gestures.”  

You know, all those things your parents tried to instill in you as a child.  


Saying please and thank you, 


holding the door, 


smiling, 


having a firm handshake, 


making eye contact.  

I keep on wanting to be there to save the day for someone 


when the time of crisis comes.  

When it does, 


I don't usually get the phone call.  

Instead, it is the friend who was there through the bland times, 


the calm.  


The faithful friend who knows us well.

I can be grouped into the group of millions of husbands 


who have foolishly asked their wives, 



“What can I do to bring more joy to your life?  




Do you want to go to a tropical island, 




visit friends out of state, 




want a new bike?  


My inquisitiveness and generosity is quickly humbled 



and put into place with, 




“If you could just do the dishes every night, 





that would be so wonderful.”  

As we get ready to enter a season of gift giving, 


kids will always have a list of toys they think they need.  

What many of them really want is the time and attention of the adults in their life. 


 They won't tell you that outloud, 



but that is possibly better than a trip to Disneyland.  

Time is a gift we all have the same amount of each day.  


Are we going to drift through life 

or are we going to make the effort to paddle where and when our guide commands us?

If you have ever been Whitewater Rafting, 


you know paddling when 


and where the guide tells you, 



determines whether you sink or float. 


The same was true for the sheep and the goats in Matthew.  

As a raft crests a wave, 


a paddle in the water can slow the boat down 



so that it does not break over the wave 



and chaos ensues.  


A paddle stroke at the right time 



can also propel the boat over, 




so that the raft is not tipped.  

We need to listen to the one who knows how we behave 


and how to get us to where we need to be.

That is why we rejoice 

and celebrate the culmination of all we have celebrated about God this past year, 


with Christ as our the King.  

Our Savior has control over all the world.  


So we have so much to give thanks for, 


we can avoid drifting 



if we put ourselves in a good place to listen and respond.  


We don't have to rescue ourselves 



or all our friends, 



or all the world.  

We need to just be ready to do the small things 


for whomever Jesus brings into our presence.  

May we be ready and willing to be led.  

Good news, 


if you have been going full steam, 



our savior knows that as well 



and will make us lie down 




if we need it as well.  


He did that with me on my Sabbatical, 



as I flew over the handlebars and hurt my ribs.


I finally slowed down.

Save yourself any extra pain.

Be listening to your king.  

If you are not, you are in rebellion.  

Do the small things 
that make all the difference in the big picture.
