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Two Errors Regarding Grace
The Bible is clear, we are saved by God’s grace.  Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,”  Titus 2:11 says, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,”    God’s grace is His unmerited favor for man.  Man does not deserve salvation, but God has provided it for us anyway.  Through the death of His Son we can have salvation from sin.  Paul said in Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  We are saved by God’s love, mercy and grace.
But there are some errors regarding God’s grace.  Today on our program I want to look at two errors regarding God’s grace.  These two errors are two extremes that people have taken, both of which are wrong.  We want to look at these two errors in light of the scriptures.
The first error is that salvation from sin is solely by God's grace.  Nothing that man does has anything to do with his salvation.  Those who teach this error contend that any required action on man's part in obedience to commands would nullify grace and would constitute meritorious salvation.  One man put it this way, “It is absurd to believe that God's grace could be linked to anything like baptism.”  Another person wrote, “But the moment I add one religious work to my salvation, I have totally eradicated the message of grace.  At that moment, it ceases to be a ‘grace.’”  He later says,   “The only way it can be a message of grace is if God can say, ‘This was all Me.’  And the moment I add one religious work I do, then it becomes something that I earned, something I deserve, something I merited.”  This is the first extreme, and it is an error regarding God’s grace.

The second error is that man's salvation is accomplished solely by man's goodness.  Those who believe and teach this error may not realize it.  They may say they believe in the grace of God, but they do not rely upon His grace for their salvation, but rather upon their good deeds.  They often preach the necessity of baptism, faithful attendance, liberal giving, good morals, doing one's part in the activities of the local church, etc. and say very little about the grace of God. They speak of Jesus as our example in obedience to the Father, but hardly ever speak of Him as the propitiation for our sins.  They do not talk about seeing their need for God's mercy and forgiveness and their absolute helplessness and hopelessness apart from the cleansing blood of Christ.  It is solely by their goodness that they are righteous.
Well, both of these extremes regarding God’s grace are wrong.  

Let us look at the first error in light of the Scriptures.  Does the Bible teach salvation by grace alone?  Does salvation by grace eliminate any work on man’s part to be saved?  Does requiring any religious work on man’s part eradicate the message of grace?  The Bible teaches that God's grace is linked to man's obedience.  Consider with me a few examples.  Noah was one who found grace in the eyes of the Lord it says in Gen. 6:8.  But we also read in Genesis chapter 6 that Noah was given instructions to be obeyed.  In verses 14-22 God commanded Noah to make an ark of gopher wood.  He gave Noah specific instructions about how it was to be built.  Verse 22 says, “Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.”  God saved Noah and his family from the flood by His grace.  Noah’s salvation was a gift of God.  But at the same time Noah was required to obey God’s commands in order to be saved by God’s grace.  Noah’s obedience to commands did not eradicate God’s message of grace.  Here we see God’s grace linked to man’s obedience.    
Let us look at another example.  God's grace was extended to Joshua and the children of Israel in the capture of Jericho recorded in Joshua chapter 6.  Verse 2 says, “And the LORD said to Joshua:  ‘See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor.’”  The city of Jericho was a gift from God to the children of Israel.  God gave them the city by His grace.  But in verses 3-16 of Joshua 6 we read that instructions were given to be obeyed for them to receive God's gift.  There were instructions about marching around the city for several days.  When the children of Israel obeyed the instructions of the Lord, it says, “the wall fell down flat...and they took the city (6:20).  Even though the children of Israel obey commands of God, the city was still a gift of God by His grace.  Their obedience did not eradicate God’s message of grace.   Again we see God’s grace linked to man’s obedience.
Consider with me a third example.  In John chapter 9 we read of Jesus coming in contact with a man who had been born blind.  The text says that Jesus “spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.”  And Jesus said to him, “‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which is translated, Sent).  So he went and washed, and came back seeing.”  God's grace was extended to this blind man, but not until he did what Jesus commanded him to do.  When the blind man went and washed, as Jesus had commanded, he came back seeing. 
Even though the blind man had to do something to receive his sight, it still can be said that he received a gift of God by God’s grace.

From these examples we see that:




a. God's grace does not rule out instructions.




b. God's grace does not rule out obedience.




c. God's grace does not rule out strict obedience.

Throughout scripture we read where God’s grace is linked to man’s obedience.  God said to the children of Israel in Exodus 19:5, “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.”   God is saying if you obey Me then I will bless you.  Jesus said to the apostles in John 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.”   To abide in Jesus’ love is to enjoy the blessings of His love and grace.  But in order to abide in His love Jesus says we must keep His commandments.  In Matthew 12 we read that someone told Jesus that His mother and brothers were standing outside wanting to speak to Him.  “But He answered and said to the one who told Him, ‘Who is My mother and who are My brothers?’  And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, ‘Here are My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.’” (Matt. 12:48-50).   Who will enjoy the blessings of a familial relationship with the Savior?  Jesus says, it is the one who does the will of His Father in heaven.  The blessings of God’s grace are directly linked to man’s obedience.

God's grace which provides the means for our salvation from sin, does not rule out instructions and obedience.  Paul said in Romans 6:17-18, “But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.  And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”   Now, who are the ones who are set free from sin?  Paul says, those who obeyed from the heart.  Hebrews 5:8-9 says, “though He [that is Jesus] was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.  And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,”  Jesus is the author of eternal salvation and that is by God’s grace.  But who are the ones who will be saved by His grace?  The Hebrew writer says “to all who obey Him.”  Again, salvation by grace is directly linked to man’s obedience. 

And so the teaching that says man is saved solely by God’s grace and any required action on man's part in obedience to commands would nullify grace and would constitute meritorious salvation is a teaching that is not found in scripture.  This is an error regarding grace.  The Bible is clear, those who are the recipients of God’s grace are the ones who are obedient to His commands.
The second error regarding God’s grace is that man's salvation is accomplished solely by man's goodness.   The Bible teaches that man’s good works without God’s grace can never save him from his sins.   The reason is all have sinned, and man’s good works are not a just payment for sin.  Man, the sinner, cannot do enough good works to justify himself.   The just payment for our sins is the death of Jesus Christ.   In Jesus death on the cross, He bore our sins.  Isaiah the prophet, prophesied about this about 700 years before Jesus was born.  He said, “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” (Isa. 53:4-6)  Peter says concerning Jesus, “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed.” (1 Peter 2:24)  Jesus paid the price for our sins, and that was by God’s grace.  Paul says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9)  Man cannot save himself.  He is totally dependent on God’s grace for his salvation.  Without the death of Christ there is no salvation.   Salvation is “not of works, lest anyone should boast,” Paul says.  In other words, man cannot save himself.  He has no right to boast of his salvation.  He did not earn it.  It is a gift of God.  It is by God’s grace.  And so if one thinks he is righteous on his own goodness and does not see his need for the grace of God, then he is mistaken and is grossly in error.
For man to be saved from his sins, he must humble himself before God, acknowledging his sins and his need for God grace and mercy.  That is what the first two beatitudes are all about in Matthew 5:3-4.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.”  Those who are poor in spirit are those who recognize their spiritual poverty.  They see themselves as sinners and in need of God’s grace.  Those who morn, morn over their sins.  They have a contrite heart because they have sinned against God.  They are like the tax collector that Jesus tells us about in Luke 18 who went to the temple to pray.  Jesus said that he, “standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'” (Luke 18:13)  He understands that he cannot save himself, but that he is in need of God’s forgiveness which is by God’s grace. 
He is the one who will come to Christ ready to do whatever Christ commands for him to be saved.  And when he obeys Christ, he understands that he is not saving himself, but that he is complying with conditions that God has given in order to receive His gift.
And so these two extremes are both wrong.  The extreme that says that man is saved solely by God’s grace, without any response on man’s part.   That is not taught in scripture.  And the extreme that says that man is saved solely by his own goodness without emphasizing the grace of God is also not taught in scripture.  Both are wrong and will cause a soul to be lost.  We cannot preach grace without preaching obedience to God's commands, and we must not be guilty of preaching obedience to commands without preaching grace.  
Our time is gone for today and we thank you for listening.  
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