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Greetings from the President 

Volume 6 Issue 2 

Fall/Winter 2016 

Figure 1 

As I look out my window, it looks a lot more like autumn is 

settling in.  With oak leaves coming down and maples 

turning their fall colors.  Acorns are pretty much down and 

it looks like a bumper crop.  Soon the temps will start 

declining too.  Yet we look for that short time in October 

known as Indian Summer. 

When our board met in April, we made changes to the 

executive board.  I accepted the position of President and 

John became vice-president.  A new secretary was 

selected, but later resigned from those duties.  Our 

Treasurer remained the same and Julie accepted the 

interim position of secretary.  In June we met and had no 

names to fill the vacant board positions we have.  The 

nominating committee was not successful in finding 

candidates when contacting a number of member boards 

in the county.  

Later in August, we met as a committee to begin work for 

the essay contest this fall.  As of now, we are prepared to 

send the information to the fifth grade schools and home 

schooled students.  We have funds available from the 

Alexandria VFW, REA’s Operation Round-Up, Katalyst 

Communications, and you our member cemeteries.  The 

information sent to schools will provide all details and 

contacts.  Students are directed to our website and may 

be contacting directors of our county cemeteries.  Good 

luck to all of the participants.  

At this time, my main concern is with our vacant board 

positions and how we can fill them.  With notice made and 

no responses, we still need to continue however we can 

with what we have.  The secretary position is the hardest 

to fill, but we are working through it now with Julie willing 

to act as interim.  I look ahead to April, and see 

three board members who must leave as they 

reach the end of their second terms.  That leaves 

us just five or six members on the board.  I think 

any less than that, will limit the extent of what the 

board can accomplish.  I’ll take any suggestions 

seriously. 

A second concern is the resignation of Kathryn 

Liesemeyer from the position of newsletter editor.  

We thank her for the many years she has 

undertaken the task.  So at this time if you notice a 

difference, John has offered to take on the duty.  

Keeping you informed is important to us. 

These are some of the issues we are dealing with.  

We will continue to meet again in the future and 

will keep discussing these challenges.  If you have 

any suggestions or ideas, please share them with 

any of our directors. 

In closing, I would like all to have a great autumn 

and all the best for the holiday seasons ahead.  

Our greatest gifts are the friends and family we 

have to share moments.     Joel Blank, Pres. 

 



 

4th Annual Essay Contest Announced 

   What Stories Can the Stones Tell? 

All Fifth grade students in Douglas County have the opportunity to participate in an essay contest organized 
by the Douglas County Cemetery Association (DCCA).   DCCA members, VFW Post 936, REA’s Operation 
Round-Up, Katalyst Communications are providing funds to offer $75, $50 or $25 awards to participating 
students.   Contest information and judging criteria are available at www.dccamn.com., or by calling 320-763-
7409 for mailed information.   Information is also available at Douglas County Elementary Schools. 

Completed entries must be received by October 10th, 2016.  The theme for the essay is “What stories can the 
stones tell?”  Students are encouraged to research family cemeteries by interviewing family members; talking 
with local military veterans or their families; asking questions of local cemetery board members, or reviewing 
cemetery archives at the DC Historical Society. 

Awarded students will be announced after October 30th, 2016.  Several essays are planned to be included in the 
Nov. 11th Veteran’s Day Service.  Submitted essays will be archived at the Douglas County Historical Society. 
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Hear Ye! Hear Ye!    We Want You!  

Dear Members, 

        

Douglas County Cemetery Association Current Membership. 

(if not included in the list below, contact Sue Tvrdik, Membership Chair, at 320-283-5649. 

 
 

    We are seeking an individual to volunteer to complete the term of a DCCA director which expires April of 2017.   
It is a good short term trial to learn how our Board operates. In addition, three directorôs second-terms will also be 
expiring in April.   We really need interested people to volunteer, if the DCCA is to continue to operate.   
    All that are interested, please contact any of our current board members, or email us at dccamn@gmail.com.     

Please consider this opportunity to represent your cemetery on our board. Thank you! 

Bohemian Independent Cemetery, Brandon Cemetery, Calvary Cemetery, Carlos Prairie Cemetery, Christian Union Cemetery, Church of Seven 

Dolors Catholic Cemetery, Ebenezer Cemetery, English Grove Cemetery,  Evergreen Cemetery, Fahlun Lutheran Church Cemetery, Faith Lutheran 

Church Community Cemetery, First Lutheran Church Cemetery of Kensington, Fryksande Cemetery, Gordon Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Holmes City 

Lake Finnish Apostolic Lutheran Cemetery, Kinkead Cemetery, Lake Charley Cemetery, Lake Ida Cemetery,  Lake Mary Cemetery, Moe Heights 

Cemetery, Mound Grove Cemetery, Nelson Cemetery, Oscar Lake Lutheran Church Cemetery, Rose City Evangelical Free Church Cemetery, Rose 

Hill-Trinity Cemetery, Solem Lutheran Church Cemetery, Spruce Hill Cemetery, St. Annôs Catholic Church Cemetery, St. Johnôs Church Cemetery, 

St. Mary's Catholic Church Cemetery, St. Nicholas Catholic Church Cemetery, St. Paulôs Lutheran Church of Holmes City Cemetery, St. Petri 

Lutheran Church Cemetery, Trinity Lutheran Church Cemetery, Trysil-Bethesda Cemetery, Van Loon Cemetery, Wennersborg Cemetery, West Moe 

Lutheran Church Cemetery, White Garden Cemetery, Zionsborg Cemetery, Zunker Cemetery. 

http://www.dccamn.com/


 
 
WHAT LOT OWNERS should know about cemetery law     - Provided by MN Assoc. of Cemeteries 

 

What the Purchaser Buys: 

Cemeteries are allowed to grant to lot purchases only the right to burial, and that is the only title which a lot 
owner acquires when the lot is conveyed to him, no matter what form or deed is used. (MN Statutes 306.09) 

 

Burials Restricted: 

 The law expressly forbids the burial of anyone on a lot who was not at the time of death, the owner of 

the lot, or a relative of the owner by blood or marriage, except by written consent of the cemetery. (MN Statute 

306.29) 

Taxes, Mortgages, Etc. 

 Lot owners cannot mortgage their lots; neither does the law tax them, nor allow them to be taken away 

from the owner to pay his debts. (MN Statute 306.29) 

Limitations in Deeds: 
 Cemeteries are permitted by law to adopt rules and regulations governing, amongst other things, planting 

or landscaping, monumental work, burials, removals, conduct of visitors, speed of vehicles, etc. Lot owners are 

subject to all such rules and regulations. (MN Statute 306.09) 

 

May I sell or dispose of a cemetery lot? 
Yes, but only under certain conditions. A cemetery lot, entombment or inurnment space, once sold or conveyed 

to a purchaser for burial purposes is inalienable (not able to be surrendered or transferred) except in one of the 
following four circumstances: 

 

 The original purchaser may sell or convey any part of the space to the cemetery that is not occupied by 
human remains; 

 A person who inherits the space may sell or convey any part of it to the cemetery that is not occupied by 

human remains; 

 The owner may convey the space to some other person to be used solely as a family burial place; or 

 A cemetery may use its funds to repurchase the space and hold it or offer it for resale. 

 

When there is a conveyance or sale, a copy of an agreement of sale signed and acknowledged by the original 

owner (and spouse, if any) and the proposed purchaser must be filed with the cemetery. This agreement 

transfers title to the cemetery and requests that the cemetery issue a new conveyance of the lot or space directly 

to the purchaser. The price paid to the owner must not be more than the cemetery would charge for the sale of a 

similar lot or space. 

The cemetery may apply a reasonable transfer or service charge no greater than $15 to file the agreement and 

issue a new conveyance to the designated purchaser. 

 

Can I transfer my lot by a will? 

Yes, a lot owner is protected under Minnesota law when he or she desires to transfer ownership of a lot using a 

will. A cemetery lot owner may transfer a lot by will to a surviving relative, or to a cemetery association or 

private cemetery in trust, for the use and benefit of any person designated in the will. Unless the will is drawn 

in conformity with the terms of the statute above quoted, it is ineffective and in that case the rule of descent as 

provided by Minnesota Statutes, section 525.14 applies. 

Of course, a will is ineffectual to pass title to a cemetery lot unless duly admitted to probate. After it has been 

probated, a certified copy of the final decree should be filed with the cemetery in order to establish the title of 

the new owner. 

 

What other transfers are allowed? 

A lot owner may, while living, transfer the lot to a cemetery association or private cemetery in trust for the use 

and benefit of a person named in the trust conveyance. The conveyance may contain conditions, provisions and 

covenants as the parties agree upon. No interment can be made in a lot of a person who is not at the time of 

death the lot owner or a relative of the owner by blood or marriage without the written consent of the cemetery 

association or private cemetery. 

(Note:  For more info,  Visit the MAC website and log in as “guest”/ password: “guest”) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joel has 

commented, 

“Caring for 

cemeteries should 

be and must be a 

priority.  There are 

many who do care 

and I thank them 

for their support!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The basic Military Funeral Honors (MFH) ceremony consists of the folding and presentation of the 
United States flag to the veterans' family and the playing of Taps. The ceremony is performed by a 
funeral honors detail consisting of at least two members of the Armed Forces.  
 

The Funeral Honors rendered to you or your veteran will be determined by the status of the veteran.  The 
type of Funeral Honors may be Full Military Honors, 7 Person Detail or a Standard Honors Team Detail. 

 
At least one of the funeral honors detail will be from the Armed Force in which the deceased veteran 
served.  Taps may be played by a bugler or, if a bugler is not available, by using a quality recorded 
version. Military Funeral Honor Teams may act as Pall Bearers if requested by the veteran/family. 
 

(Continued on next page.)  
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Meet your New President ð Joel Blank 
 
     Joel was born at St Luke’s Hospital in Alexandria, MN and raised in 
rural Belle River.  He attended Bethany Lutheran Church which is 
affiliated with Carlos Prairie Cemetery.  Many previous generations are 
buried there, and family members have been on its board at one or 
another. 
      Joel’s education started in Belle River for six years, then at Central 
Junior High in Alexandria for two years.  He then attended Osakis Public 
Schools for four years followed by graduation.  He attended Alexandria 
Technical College for two years and graduated from the accounting 
program. 
     After completing his education, Joel was drafted into the United 
States Army under the lottery draft system.  Training was at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, followed by permanent duty at Ft. Wolters, 
Texas and Ft. Knox in Kentucky.  Joel received an Army Commendation 
Medal for meritorious service at the closure of Ft. Wolters base.   At 
completion of his tour, Joel was discharged at Fort Knox. 
      After his military service, Joel retuned to the family farm and also 
helped on a neighbor’s dairy farm.  He helped get the Pamida-Gibson 
store started in Alex., before eventually being hired at the Alexandria 
Golf Course where he worked for twenty eight seasons on the grounds 
crew.  In 2000, Joel began working at Windmill Ponds Senior Apartments 
in Alex., and holds the current position of maintenance supervisor. 
     Joel follows in his father’s footsteps as V.P. of the Carlos Prairie 
Cemetery board and currently serves on the Fahlun Lutheran Church Bd., 
and has served as the treasurer for nineteen years. Joel has been a DCCA 

director for three years.  

 

Military Honors     by Tom Hargreaves                                                 
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Who is eligible for Military Funeral Honors? 
 

¶ Military members on active duty or in the Selected Reserve.   

¶ Former military members who served on active duty and departed under conditions other than 

dishonorable. 

¶ Former military members who completed at least one term of enlistment or period of initial obligated 

service in the Selected Reserve and departed under conditions other than dishonorable. 

¶ Former military members discharged from the Selected Reserve due to a disability incurred or 

aggravated in the line of duty. 
 
Who is not eligible for Military Funeral Honors? 
 

¶ Any person separated from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions or whose character of 

service results in a bar to veteran's benefits.  

¶ Any person who was ordered to report to an induction station, but was not actually inducted into military 

service.  

¶ Any person discharged from the Selected Reserve prior to completing one term of enlistment or period 

of initial obligated service for reasons other than a disability incurred or aggravated in the line of duty. 

¶ Any person convicted of a Federal or State capital crime sentenced to death or life imprisonment. 

 
How do I establish veteran eligibility? 
 
The preferred method is the DD Form 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty.  If the 
DD Form 214 is not available, any discharge document showing other than dishonorable service can be 
used.  The DD Form 214 may be obtained by filling out a Standard Form 180 and sending it to: 
 
            National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) 
            9700 Page Blvd. 
            St. Louis, MO 63132 

The Standard Form 180 may be obtained from the National Records Center or via the following web site: 
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf 
 
Is anyone else eligible to receive funeral honors? 
 
Yes. Members of the Commissioned Officer Corps of the Public Health Service (PHS) and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), as members of a Uniformed Service, are also eligible to 
receive funeral honors. 
 
For NOAA personnel, eligibility is established using NOAA Form 56-16, Report of Transfer or Discharge. If 
the family does not have a copy of the NOAA Form 56-16, it may be obtained by contacting the Chief, 
Officer Services Division, NOAA Commissioned Personnel Center at (301) 713-3453, ext. 102. or by 
writing: 
 
         National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
          Commissioned Personnel Center  
          Chief, Officer Services Division (CPC1)  
          1315 East-West Highway, Room 12100  
          Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
 

For PHS personnel, funeral honors eligibility is established using PHS Form 1867, Statement of Service 
(equivalent to the DD Form 214).  If the family does not have a copy of the Statement of Service, it may be 
obtained by contacting the Privacy Coordinator for the Commissioned Corps at (301) 594-3064 or writing: 
 
         Division of Commissioned Personnel/HRS/PSC  
          Attention: Privacy Act Coordinator      
          5600 Fishers Lane,  4-36          Rockville, Maryland 20857 
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Thank You from your outgoing Pres .    

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of piloting the boat for the last five years.  Without the “crew”, I 
would have been lost….or more lost.  What a great crew….Thank You!. This year will complete my six year 
term limit, and  I asked to step down as President to allow a better transition for new leadership.  Joel has 
graciously agreed to accept the position going forward  into his 2 nd three -year term.  Please support Joel and 

our board as we continue to work towards all of our goals and our mission.  

Also, please continue to s end burial information needed to  the D.C. Historical Society, and make every effort 
to report veteran burials to those responsible for recording these very important records. I thank all the caring 
folks involved with both groups! It is our responsibility to communicate with these dedica ted volunteers.  

I send a special Thank You to all the wonderful Find -A-Grave volunteers who brought us into the computer 
age.  What a wonderful accomplishment.  Over 30,000 e ntries within a couple of years’ time.  We continue to 
be amazed and totally grate ful! The addition of our website is a nother  wonderful addition in making us current 
with technology.  Thank you Julie Kirscht!  Our 5 th  grade essay participation has increased each year and 
receives  positive comments…and it’s really fun just to see the classrooms excited when awards are given!  

Finally, I thank all of YOU, for your commitment to our county cemeteries and the DCCA. With your support, 
we will continue to try to bring more awareness of the community support that is needed for our cemeteries.  
I know there is still allot of work  that remains to be  done!  

Have a great winter and hope to see yo u at our annual meeting in the s pring!  

John Chlian, V. Pres.  

 

 

Our Mission 

                                                           "The Douglas County Cemetery 
                                                          Association will work hard to 
                                                          fulfill its purpose of being a 
                                                          resource for member cemeteries 
                                                                         in dealing with the operational 
problems that arise, creating mutually beneficial relationships 
between our members, promoting our cemeteries as the 
guardians of our county's heritage and as a place of lasting 
tribute to the memory of those who have gone on before us." 

Board Members/Officers 

President: 

Vice-Pres. 

Secretary: 

Joel Blank         320-270-4011 

John Chlian       320-763-7409 

Julie Kirscht       320-834-3272 

Treasurer/Membership Chair: 
                    Sue Tvrdik        320-283-5649 

Gary Adamson 

Our Goals 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

To work with many other organizations to provide service to those 
concerned about our heritage. 

To help those working on family genealogy. 

To support efforts to maintain our cemeteries as well-landscaped and 
comforting places to visit. 

To collect information to identify notable people buried in our 
cemeteries and historical gravesites. 

To do mundane chores of developing better deed forms for 
membership and better transfer records. 

Newsletter Editor: 
John Chlian 
chlian@gctel.net 

Ralph Gunderson 

Gene Rasmusen 

Kristi Wussow 
 
Ann Skoglund, ex-officio 

 

Annual membership meetings are held the fourth 
Thursday of April at: First Congregational UCC, 
Alexandria, MN. 

We will work closely with the Douglas County 
Historical Society to maintain cemetery records. 

For more information about DCCA  visit the website 
www.dccamn.com or with comments or questioins 
Email: dccamn@gmail.com 

 

http://www.dccamn.com/

