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Back To Depression-Era Employment Levels for Men 
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Percentage of Prime Age Men Without Paid Work 1965 – 2022
(Prime Age Men includes the civilian non-institutional population aged 25-54)
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The Great Postwar Flight from Work By Men
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Unemployed and Not In Labor Force (NILF) Prime Age Males:  
Monthly Totals, 1948-2022 (in thousands)



The Uncanny Regularity of the Male Flight From Work
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Prime Age Male Not In Labor Force Rate 1965 - 2022
(Percent of  civilian non-institutional  males aged 25-54 not in labor force)
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From “Men Without Work” to Work Without Men—Or Women
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Monthly Job Openings, USA: December 2000 – September 2022 (in thousands)
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US Civilian Labor Force 2015 – 10/2022 (in thousands)

Where Are All The Workers?

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Civilian Labor Force Level [CLF16OV], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CLF16OV , date 
accessed: November 7, 2022; figures are seasonally adjusted. 
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The Covid Immigration Slump
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Foreign Immigration 2010-2021 (Census Bureau Estimates, 000s)
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Long Absence from Work due to Long Covid?
Census Pulse Survey October 5 – October 17
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Among 18-64 reporting long covid & not 
working, 8.4% say reason for not working: “I 

am/was sick with coronavirus symptoms 
or caring for someone who was sick 

with coronavirus symptoms”



The New Face of The Flight From Work
Labor Force Participation Rates Ages 55+: USA January 2015-October 2022

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Participation Rate - 55 Yrs. & over [LNS11324230], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; 
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/LNS11324230 , date accessed: November 7, 2022; figures are seasonally adjusted.
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Personal Consumption Expenditures, Disposable Income and Personal 
Savings, Billions of Dollars 2017 - 9/2022 (current prices)

This Time Really Is Different
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Pandemic unemployment benefits end
Sept 2021

Pandemic Benefits and the Return to the Workforce
(Civilian Labor Force, January 2020- October 2022, in 000s)

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Civilian Labor Force Level [CLF16OV], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CLF16OV , date 
accessed: September 12, 2022; figures are seasonally adjusted. 
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Vaccine rollout begins
Dec 2020

9 Month Labor Force Increments

12/20 – 9/21:  800K

9/21 –6/22:  2.55M



“Covid Policy Wealth Effects”
Average Net Worth Held by Households in the Bottom 50% in constant PCE 2022 $
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A Tale of Two NILFs
NILF Prime Age Men vs. NILF Prime Age Women Without Children at Home 

And Not Currently Married:
1962 – 2021 (CPS ASEC, millions)



Is The “Men Without Work” Syndrome Spreading? 
(Derived from BLS American Time Use Survey)

Memorandum Item: Daily Pain Medication Use ( ATUS-WB)                                   44% (2013)                46% (2021)            45% (2021)



The Death Of The Summer Job
LFPR and Work Rates: 15-17 Year Olds, 1976 – 2022 (CPS)



The Felony Penalty in the Labor Market

Justice-involved Individuals in the Labor Market since the Great Recession,” Associate Directorate for Economic 
Programs, US Census Bureau, September 2021, https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/working-papers/2021/econ/ADEP-WP-2021-04.pdf.
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Probability of Employment among Individuals with Felony Convictions by Year of Conviction 
(IRS-CJARS Data)


