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JIMMY SHANE
WINS SECOND

CONSECUTIVE COLUMBIA CUP

by Ben Keller

tHE OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF _-
LUinner
Your Surmmer Has Bean PLANMED!
www.hapo.org

Above, avery happy sponsor and MissMadison/ Oberto representatlves dnver plusfamily onthepod| um. They
havejust wonthe ColumbiaCup thanksto Jimmy Shaneandthehardworking Oberto crew. FromtheleftisArt
Oberto, sonL arry ObertoholdingtheColumbiaCup, CharlieGrooms, immy Shanebehindwitharmintheair, Pat
and Bob Hughes, and Biancaand Colton Shane. ~ ChrisDenslow photo



Thursday at the Mall

That afternoonat the ColumbiaCenter Mall inK ennewick,between4pmand 6pm, Tri-Citiesfansandthemedia
weregiventheopportunity toget up closeand personal withtwo unlimitedsand several of thedriverscompeting
inthe2014 HA PO ColumbiaCupthat weekend. Ondisplaywere#1 GrahamTruckingwith J. Michael Kelly and
theU-17 Our Gang Racingwith Jeff Bernard, makingtheir 2014 debut inthe ColumbiaCup.

Fanswereal sogiventheopportunity todonatemoney and put their nameontheU-17 Our Gang Racing, becoming
aredl part of theOur Gangteam. Theteam needed thehel p, andfansweregladtohel pout. Bel ow, UNJ photographer
Karl Pearsonsigning hisname. TheUnlimited NewJournal alsosignedtheboat, alongwithmany othersto show
their support asyou can seeinthephotos.~ Karl Pearson photos
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Inthe49" renewal of hydroplaneracing onthewideportion of the ColumbiaRiver knownasLakeWallula, the
HAPO ColumbiaCup, Jimmy Shanedroveahastily patched and repaired #6 Obertotovictory. [twasShane's
second consecutivewinintheTri-Cities, only thistimefor theMissM adi sonteam sponsored by Oberto. L ast season
hedroverival GrahamTruckingtovictory. However, thistimetheformer MissBudwei ser T-6 hull anddriver,
J.Michael Kelly, withdrew after thedamageoccurring earlier worsened and proved too muchto overcome. A
Jubilant Shanestated afterward, “ Thecrew deservescredit for thevictory,  ongwith Scott Raney andtheguysfrom
thePeters& May crew. They steppedrightinandwereamajor part of therepair. It showswhat agreat community
H1andboat racingis,and | amsohappy wewereabl eto get back onthewater and winanother onefor the Oberto/
Madisonfans.”

Qualifying and testing Thursday

TwelveboatswereintheNell F. Lampsonpits, with pleasant wesather, noticeably cool er thaninmany previousyears.
Inthetest session, withwhat Jimmy Shanedescribed as* super-speedway conditions’ for the2.5milecourse, the
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#6 Obertoranaweekend-fastest [ap of 166.401 mph. Their qualifying speed of 163.247wasgoodfor 100 points
awardedtothefastest qualifier for therace. J. Michael Kelly andthe#1 GrahamTruckingweresecondat 161.197.
“Rocket Man” JonZimmermanwasnextinthe#9 LesSchwab-RedDOT at 158.537. Next onthequalifyingladder
wasCal Phippsandthe#7 GrahamTruckingll, withaspeed of 154.421. The“11” wasnowhereto befoundon
theboat itself but H1 and themediaused thename perhapsto avoid confusionwiththeteam’ sother boat.
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Mostracewinsof dl timeisadistinctionheldby Dave =
Villwock, whoat age60cameout of retirementtodrive . & i a8
the #37 Cost Less Carpet presents Miss Beacon
Plumbing to a speed of 153.927. Right behind at
153.191wastheU-17 Our Gang Racingdriven by Jeff
Bernard. Next up were Jamie Nilsen and the #21
LakeridgePavingat 148.652, andthegbrll Peters&
May, drivenby TomThompson, withaspeed of 148.157.
The U-22 Ranch & Home presents Payne West
Insurance, owned and driven by Mike Webster,
managed a speed of 147.022. The brand new U-96
Qatar anddriver KipBrownran142.517. Roundingout
thefieldof point-scoring qualifierswasthe#12MissDiJulio, drivenby GregHopp. The#18 Bucket List Racing,
ownedanddrivenby Kelly Stocklin, wasplacedintoheat 1A after failingtorecordaqualifying speed. Aboveare
thetopfour qualifiersandtheonethat didn’t. ~ Karl Pearson photos

Notes

Rule changes: Oneof themost contentioussituationsinthesport hasbeen theuse of theone-minutescore-
up buoy. Thiswaseliminated by theH1 Competition Directive CD-2014-3 dated July 25, 2014 asaresult of a
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unanimousvoteby theH1 Competition Committeechaired by Ted Porter. Thetrol ling and parking during thescore-
upswasgreatly reducedif not eliminated altogether.

TheN2violationpenalty haschangedtoamonetary fineof $100for thefirsttwoviolationsinasinglehest.
A thirdoccurrenceinasingleheat may resultinlossof pointsfor that heat.

Legends Casino Dash for Cash waswon by Oberto and Jmmy Shane. Jon Zimmerman in the #9
wassecond, andJ. Michael Kelly third. ~Lon Erickson photos

Vintage Unlimiteds: The crowd was treated to the appearance of three vintage piston-powered
unlimiteds; the 1962 U-40 MissBardahl (3), thereplica1955 U-60 Miss Thriftway, andthereplical957 U-77
MissWahoo. Thevintageboatsranmultipletimesover al threedaysof theWater FolliesRegattathankstotheefforts
of DavidWilliamsand theHydroplaneand Raceboat M useum. Dixon Smithtook MissBardahl out aloneat one
pointandranalapof 101+ mph. “| saw 165 onthestraightaway and realized the boat was capabl e of more, but

I’mnot surel was!” Dixon stated that running a100 mphlap had been along-timedream. (Seepage 13)

Grand Prix and 1-Litre Hydroplanes: The GPswere a Hopp family show, with Greg winning
in the GP-12 Jack-sons Richland/Rock Pizza over
father Jerry in the GP-1 Overturf VVolkswagen Audi
Kia. ChrisGrantand JJmmy Kingfailedtofinish. Josh |
Culver inthe#19 Specialty Mobilitywonthe 1-Litre
race. Nick Bononcini wassecond, Brian Perkinsthird,
andRyanMalow fourth. Atright Jerry Hoppinthe GP- -
1 Overturf chasesson Greginthe GP-12Rock Pizza = =2 RS |
Sunday. ~ K arl Pearson photo B |




Heat One
In what promised to be what Bill

O Marawouldcdl “ading-dongbattle,”
heat 1A didnot disappoint,evenifinan
unusua way. Of thesix boatsanswering
thestartinggunonly onewasinitially
ruledalegal starter, Bucket List Racing.
Both J. Michael Kelly in Graham
Trucking and Jimmy Shanein Oberto
lapped K elly StocklininBucket List at
the finish line for first and second =
respectively. Thetwowaged afierce &=
battle for not three, but four laps £
(Graham Trucking & Obertoran an £
extralapeach, thinkingthey hadjumped =555 e . — ——
thegun, tocatchKelly StocklininBucket List Raci ng~Ed) Afterthi rty minutesit wasannouncedthat noonehad
jumpedthegunafter all, relegating the#18fromthirdto sixth. DaveVillwock wasl essafactor than anticipated,
finishingthird. Peters& Maywasfourth, and LakeridgePavingfifth. GrahamTrucking’ sfastlap of 160.745
wasimpressiveto say theleast, but acrack wasdiscovered and the crew spent most of thenight repairingitfor
Sunday. ~Karl Pearson photo
In1B the#9LesSchwab-RedDOT

. and Jon Zimmerman startedinlane 2
andledwire-to-wireinitsfirst heat after
major repairsfrom aGold Cup blow-
B Over accident. MikeWebster overtook

=~ Cal Phippstograbsecond placeatthe
finishinspiteof Phippshavinglanel.
Whenaskedabout any differenceinthe
= boatfrombefore, Zimmermansaidthe
boat wasasgoodasever but thebiggest
difference was it coming back to the
dock under itsown power! Thebrand-
new U-96 Qatar never madeit under

power atal, falllngto start and scorlngno points. ~Karl Pearson photo
Heat Two

After J. Michad Kellyjumpedthegunin
GrahamTruckingandwasassessed a
one-lap penalty, Jimmy Shane and
Oberto had an easy time of itin 2A, |
leadingfromgtarttofinish. KipBrownin
Qatar was second, followed in order
by Lakeridge Paving, Peters& May,
andGrahamTrucking. Althoughdrawn
into the heat, Miss DiJulio blew an C===F==
engineduringmorningtestingandwas
through for the day. Another crack
showed up in the Graham Trucking
andtheboat waswithdrawnfor theday.




Inthefirst startof 2B, DaveVillwockin Beacon
Plumbingwasinlane2, Jeff Bernardhadlane
1inOur Gang Racing, and JonZimmermanin
LesSchwab-RedDOT wasinlane3. Villwock
wasleadingandwasruledto havetherequired
sevenboat |lengthoverlapand movedinatthe
apex of the turn. Bernard moved out across
Villwock’s wake and into Zimmerman's

roostertail, flyingsidewaysandlandinghardon ___
theright side. Theheat wasstopped. TheU-17 _
sustained damagewhichwasenoughtoknock S

themoutfortheday. Bernardwasunhurt. Hard St = ' = -
fedingsranhigh.” It’ sanunfortunatesituati onthat didn't needto happen” stated Bernard afterthel NCi dent Attop,

Beacon Plumbingand Our Gang Ra(:| ngracingdown
thefront straightaway with GrahamTruckingl | trailing.
Duringthislap Jeff Bernard almost went over. Atright
just seconds after the photo was taken Our Gang
Racingwent airbornelandingonher right sponsontip. #
Afterthebigsplashtheracewasshutdown. Aboveleft,
Our Gangfloatsdownriver waitingfor therescueteam.
Aboverighttherescueteamonthedamaged U-17. At
rightaboat arrivingtotow Our Gang Racingback tothe
floating dock. ~Karl Pearson photos



Volunteersputinalot of hardwork and
timeonrecoveringtheunlimitedsthat
shutdown, nottomentionthedamaged |
boat and all the broken peices after
something like this happens. ~ Karl
Pearson photo

Heat Three

In 3A Cal Phippsand the#7 Graham
Truckingll scoredavictory, outdueling
KipBrowninQatar. LakeridgePaving

with Kelly Stocklin fourth. Mike
Webster in the U-22 Payne West = e ST T
Insurancefailedtofinish. Atrightthe . s

7 leadstheU-96~K
Atleft thereisahexacopter above
the#9at thestart of 3B.~LonErickson
photo; Heat 3B was the most
controversial heat of the weekend.
Dave Villwock started in lane 1 and
Jmmy Shane wasclosebehindinlane
3and insecondplace. Villwock hitthe
¢ apex pin of the upper turn hard and
didodgedit, thenmovedtotherightand
intothepath of Oberto. Stated Shane:
“He made a bee line right for me”.
Beacon Plumbingwent right over the
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sponsonof Oberto, causingittoleapintotheair. Thecollis onsheared off achunk of theright rear shoeonthe#37.
Neither driver washurt but both boatswereseriously damaged. Shanemanaged to avoidendingup ontheshore.
#37 crew member Bill M oorestated that thedamageinternally wastoo severefor theboat tocontinue. H1officias
disqudifiedVillwock andleviedapenalty of 150 pointsfor bearing out and striking the#6. Thecombined teamsof
Peters & May and Oberto went to work on the#6, patching the hole with drywall, screws, bondo, and spray
expandingfoam. Theentirefix wascoveredinduct tape. Therepair wascompl etedin45minutesand theboat was
ready intimefor thefina heat. Jon Zimmermaninthe#9went ontowintheheat, withgbr11 Peter s& Mayinsecond
placeandtheonly other finisher.Aboveleft, Beacon Plumbing limpahead of Obertoafter thecollision. Above
right Thompsoninthe3B rerun. -Karl Pearson photos
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onelt, DaveVillwock standson thedeck asMissBeacon Plumbi ngistowedtothefloating dock, donefor
theday. Atright, Scott Raney hel psthe Oberto crew repair theboat for thefinal . ~ L on Erickson photos
Final Heat

Below, thestart of thefinal heat. The#21 |eadsfour of them out onthe ColumbiaRiver. Therepaired#6 Oberto
and U-22 Payne\West | nsurancewerel ateleaving thefloating dock. ~ L on Erickson photo




Obertopulledaway fromLesSchwab-RedDOT onlap
1, well ahead of the#21 Lakeridge Paving. Suddenly
the #21 and Jamie Nilsen blew over in spectacular
fashion, landingupsidedown. Nilsencomplained of a
soreel bow butwasotherwiseunhurt. Theboat, however,
wasadifferentstory. Crew chief JmHarvey wascertain
that theboat could not berepairedintimefor Seafairin
only oneweek. Abovethestart of therace. Atright, the
overturned Lakeridge Paving and rescue team. The
wreck wastowedthat eveningitwaspulled out. Below;
the crew turnsover theboat and lift in out and set the
brokenhull back ontheirtrailer. ~ Lon Erickson photos
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The restart saw Oberto and Les
Schwab-RedDOT duel for alap, but §
Shaneincreased hislead,incomplete §
control aslongastherepairheld.And, &

itdid. Aboveandright, therunningof the ===
secondfina a Tri-Cities. ~LonErickson
photo at top, ChrisDenslow photoon
theright

Below, Jmmy Shaneand Obertoleads
Jon Zimmerman in Les Schwad-
RedDOT inthererunof thefinal,and =
held him off to cross the finish line

victorious. ~LonEricksonphoto '

! HeadingintoSeefair, Obertoanddmmy

ShaneholdacommandingHigh Points
lead over GrahamTrucking |l and Cal
Phipps, 4,769 to 3,634. Graham
Trucking and J. Michael Kelly are at
| 3,626, ascant eight pointsout of second
place.




AboveBilly Schumacher looksonat Tri-Cities.
~ Karl Pearson photo; Below Dave Villwaock

- STAT BOX

HAPO COLUMBIA CUP
Tri-Cities, Washington, July 2-27,2014
2 1/2-mile course on the Columbia River

QUALIFICATION (1) U-6 Oberto, Jimmy Shane, 162.247, 100
points; (2) U-1 Graham Trucking, ). Michael Kelly, 161.016, 80; (3)
U-9 RedDOT,JonZimmerman, 158.537,70; (4) U-37 Miss Beacon
Plumbing, Dave Villwock, 153.927,60; (5) U-17 Our Gang Racing,
JeffBernard, 153.191, 50; (6) U-7 Graham Trucking Il, Cal Phipps,
152.142,40;(7)U-21 Lakeridge Paving,Jamie Nilsen, 148.652, 30;
(8)gbr11 Peters & May Racing, Tom Thompson, 148.157,30; (9)
U-22 Boitano Homes, Mike Webster, 147.022,30; (10) U-96 Qatar,
Kip Brown, 136.105, 30; U-12 Miss Dijulio, Greg Hopp, 136.105,
30; U-18 Bucket List Racing, Kelly Stocklin, DNQ — did not
attempt qualifying run, used test speed 131.178 to enter race.

HEAT 1A (1) Graham Trucking150.683, 400 points, 480 cumulative
points; (2) Oberto149.525,300, 400; (3) Miss Beacon Plumbing
145.222,225,285;(4) Peters & May Racing134.542,169,199;(5)
Lakeridge Paving121.091,127,157;(6)U-18111.510, 95, 95.
Fastlap (1) Graham Trucking 160.745. HEAT 1B (1) RedDOT
144.712,400,470; (2) PayneWest Insurance139.565, 300, 330;
(3) Graham Trucking 11138.938, 225, 265, (4) Our Gang Racing
137.854,169,219;(5) DiJulio118.373,127,157; Qatar DNS —
fuel flow. Fastlap (1) RedDOT 148.270.

HEAT 2A (1) Oberto151.674,400, 800; (2) Qatar137.503, 300,
330; (3) Lakeridge Paving 135.883,225,382; (4) Peters & May
Racing123.291,169,368;(5) Graham Trucking 113.581 (penalized
one lap for jumping the gun), 127, 607; Dijulio DNS, WD —
repairingengine, 0, 157. Fastlap (2) Oberto154.009. HEAT 2B
(Rerun) (1) Miss Beacon Plumbing 146.018,400,685;(2) Graham
Trucking11137.941,300, 565; (3) PayneWest Insurance136.721,
225,555;(4) Bucket List Racing112.907,169,264,169,433;(5)
RedDOT 101.880 (penalized one minute for missing a buoy),
127,597; Our Gang Racing DSQ, WD — stopped firstrunning due
toflip,0,209. Fastlap (1) Miss Beacon Plumbing 150.630.

HEAT 3A (1) Graham Trucking 11142.262,400, 965; (2) Qatar
140.210,300,630; (3) Lakeridge Paving 138.450,225,607; (4) U-
18109.625,169,433; PayneWest Insurance DNF — felt vibration,
0,555. Fastlap (1) Graham Trucking 11142.520. HEAT 3B (1)
RedDOT139.117,400,997;(2) Peters & May Racing 136.012,300,
668; Oberto DNF — hit by Miss Beacon Plumbing, 0, 800; Miss
Beacon PlumbingDSQ—ranin Oberto,-150, 535; Graham Trucking
DNS/WD — damaged frame, 0, 607. Fast lap (2) RedDOT
145.283.

FINAL (Rerun)(1) Oberto145.254,400,1200;(2) RedDOT145.254,
300,1297;(3) Qatar134.492,225,855;(4) Graham Trucking Il
135.767,169,1134;(5) Peters & May Racing 89.638 (penalized
one minute for going below 80 mph and onelap forjumping the
gun (converted to one minute) in the firstrunning, carried over),
127, 705; PayneWest Insurance DNF — felt vibration, 0, 555;
Lakeridge PavingDSQ — stopped the first running due toflip, 0,
607. Fastlap (1) Oberto148.194.
COMPILED BY ALLEN STILES




A “Look” to the Future, an Eye in the Sky

by Lon Erickson

I
AERIAL VIDEO & PHOTOGRAPHY

The sport of hydroplane racing has been broadcast on the radio,
televised, videotaped, streamed on the internet, and created
many opportunities for exposure. We now have on-board cameras
showing the view from the boat, in the cockpit, on the water, and
from underwater. The next step in that media evolution is at-
hand, and could help in many different ways.

If you spent any time in the pits at the Tri-Cities Columbia Cup
or watched the Dash-for-Cash you probably saw a remote control
“hexacopter” flying around filming the boats and the pit action.
This hexacopter belongs to Brett Bowen, owner of Eagle Eye
2 Theater. [ joined Brett out on a turn judge boat during his
| coverageofthe Dash-for-Cash onFriday, throughoutthe weekend,
and witnessed first hand what he can do with this technology. In
fact, there are several others also working with the concept of
using a drone or “multi-rotor” aircraft though at this stage the
‘ Eagle Eye Theater hexacopter has proven to be leading the way.
Not only potentially giving fans, officials, and the media another means to view all the action but
providing yet another unique, valuable, perspective on it all. Above a hexacoper view. At right alook
over Brett’s shoulder as he flys the hexacopter at Tri-Cities. ~ Lon Erickson photo

First, a little about the hexacopter and what sets it apart from a drone or simple remote control
helicopter. It's mostly carbon-fiber, has 6 booms with an electric motor and carbon-fiber propeller
on each end powered by (2) 4-cell lithium batteries. The real technology is built into the GPS flight
control system, it allows the operator to put the aircraft in a stable hover with the GPS compensating
for the wind, and controls the 3-axis brushless gimbal, constantly correcting for any change in
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direction to keep the HD camera smoothly following and
shooting the action. This set-up allows control over the
vertical view allowinga straight down angle tobe directly
overhead of an area like the starting line. The flight
control can also be used to set GPS waypoints to fly
autonomously, set a maximum ceiling altitude, plus a
fail-safe system that will land the craft itself right where
it took off from is the signal is lost, and much more. At
right Brett Bowen'’s drone, oops, I mean a “hexacopter”
overhead at the Columbia Cup. ~ Lon Erickson photo

There definitely is a place for this technology within
the sport. Increased production and marketing value of
gettingaction shots from previously unobtainable angles,
the use of the video for officials, rule enforcement,
clock/finish line purposes, and subsequent video replay
to support calls made. This technology has the capability
of what is called “FPV” or “First Person View” which a
real time video feed transmitted to a pair of goggles or
on a screen, all of which can be recorded and played
back on-demand. At right a “quadcopter,” which may have
been Dave Holley’s or Oberto’s who had one at Madison.
[t also went into the Ohio River. ~ Karl Pearson photo

The first obvious benefit of using this type of system
is to be able to make calls in real-time or at the very least, much faster, and with more eyes on the
action. Secondly would be an extreme cost-savings of not having to rent and provide 2 or more full-
scale helicopters in which the officials now fly-in to monitor the race course. The overall difference
in cost using 3-5 hexacopters versus 2 full scale helicopters, pilots, fuel, insurance, etc... isn’t even
close in comparison. The range of the remote control hexacopter type aircraft is over two miles,
capable of take-off and landing from any open area, and fly over the racecourse.

As w1th somethlng new there is always a learning curve, those issues will need to be worked out,

- # and some further coordination with the FAA is in order for
" clear guidelines with the use of these aircraft. Other forms of
racing and sports are already using this technology and
many industries are endorsing its use. Brett Bowen has
approached H1 Chairman Sam Cole and Mike Noonan with
footage from the Tri-Cities, they have shown interest, and
let’s hope things move forward in 2015.

With the sport of hydroplane racing looking for more
exposure, a new perspective, sponsors, investors, looking
ahead to new ideas and technology is what we need to be
doing. Take a look at this short video showing just some of
what Eagle Eye Theater can do, thanks go out to Brett Bowen
- for providing the NewsJournal with this unique look. Link:

. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQAvFPtcQmaA,

Atleftisadepressed|ooking L arry Oberto holding apieceof paper.
Boy, doeshehaveaded foryou; onedightly wet“drone,” whichmay
needsomework. Evidentlyit crashedintotheColumbiaRiver onone
itsfly-overswhiletakingfilmof their boat.
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VINTAGE HYDRO TEAM

Miss Bardahl sets speed record

SEATTLE, July 30: Thevintage 1962-65 MissBardahl hydroplane, three-timeGold Cupwinner
and National Champion, set a speed record Saturday for vintage hydroplanes at the HAPO
Columbia Cup in the Tri-Cities. Owner-driver Dixon Smith throttled the “ Green Dragon” to an
Impressive average speed of 101.868 mph around the 2.5-mile Columbia River race course.

Incontrast, when MissBardahl retired fromracingin October 1965, it hel dtheall-timecompetition
lap record of 117.870 mph, set on San Diego’s Mission Bay.

Miss Bardahl was carefully restored beginning in 2001, relaunched in 2007, and now runs in
exhibition events. Her next appearance will bein Chelan Oct. 3—-5, where she'll roar alongside
other vintage hydros at the fifth annual Mahogany & Merlot Vintage Boat Show.

Miss Bardahl quick facts:

- Current owner-driver : Dixon Smith, Issaguah, Wash. Hull rebuilder: MikeHanson. Crew: Ryan
Smith, David Smith, Skip Schott, Roger Kruse, Mike Pronovost, Steve Bergerson, Jon Osterberg.
Website: www.missbardahl.com

- Engine: Rolls-Royce Merlin, 3,150 hp, 1,650 ci, V-12, supercharged, 4,500 max. RPMs. Fudl:
145 octaneaviationgas. Oil capacity: 15gallonsof Bardahl. Propeller-shaft speed: 12,000 RPMSs.
Hull: oak, spruce, mahogany, aluminum; 30’ 4" long, 12’ 5" wide; 7,100 Ibs. with fuel and oil.

- In 1965: owner, Ole Bardahl —Bardahl Chemical Corp., Balard, Wash. Designer and builder:
Ted Jones.

Driver: Ron Musson. Crew chief: Leo Vanden Berg. Crew members: Jerry Zuvich, Dixon Smith,
David

Smith, Skip Schott, Roger Kruse.

-Won 12 out of 29 racesentered, including the 1963-64-65 Gold Cup and National Championship.
- Miss Bardahl ran arecord 57 consecutive heats without a mechanical failure.

- Four of Bardahl’ scurrent team memberswereontheboat’screw inits 1960sracing days: Dixon
Smith, David Smith, Skip Schott, and Roger Kruse.

- Therestored Miss Bardahl typically runsat three or four events per year, at locationslike Lake
Washington, the Columbia River in Tri-Cities, Lake Coeur d’ Alene, and Lake Chelan.

- Ryan Smithisthethird generation of hisfamily to work on MissBardahl, following grandfather
Burns Smith, father Dixon Smith, and uncle David Smith.

- Read thefull history of MissBardahl intheacclaimed 2012 book Dragon Days, by Jon Osterberg.
Go to dragondaysbook.com.

Contact: Jon Osterberg, 206-841-1203



#6) Oberto/Miss Madison - Crew chief Larry Hanson, Eric Bell, Steve
Dean, and the rest of the Oberto team have been busy in the Madison shop.
Working on permanent repairs to patch jobs done in Tri-Cities, Seattle,

HydroFile
Lon Erickson

#21) Go Fast Turn Left Racing - The O’Farrell team has been assessing the damage to #21 hull after
the Tri-Cities crash. Jim Harvey has been removing
hardware, working on the hull, and evaluating the
situation. The remains of the #21 Lakeridge Paving hull
(#0721). ~ BP photos



#37) Schumacher Racing/Beacon Plumbing — Repairs from the
damage in Seattle are currently being worked on. Scott Liddycoat will
be driving the #37 at San Diego, as a result of the two race suspension
levied against Dave Villwock. At right Scott Liddycoat, new Beacon
Plumbing driver.

U-96) Spirit of Qatar/Ellstrom Racing - Crew chief Mike Hanson
reports the damage suffered from the rollover in Seattle were mostly
superficial and cosmetic. New uprights and cowling are being built
now and they will be ready for San Diego. Below from left the mold,
cockpit repair, transom repair, and left bow repair.
s

& S
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#100) Leland Unlimited - The Leland team has announced Brandon
Dupleich as crew chief for their race team. Brandon joined the team
in 2013, coming on board at the same time as driver David Warren.
Brandon has experience in the Grand Prix class and other smaller
classes over the last six years. He is leading the #100 Leland team in
preparations for their next race in San Diego. At right Brandon
Dupleich. ~ facebook photo



J. Michael Kelly Captures
Emotional Scafair

by Bill Osborne
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Above, the#1 GrahamTrucking and owner Ted Porter’ sdr

Iver and crew. ~ Bill Osborne photo

Thelook onJ. Michael’ sface spokevolumesabout hisfeelingsafter hedrove Ted Porter’ s#1 GrahamTrucking
tovictory at Seattle’ sSeafair. Forcingback tearsof joy, Kelly shared hisfedlings. “ It meanssomuchtometowin
my hometownrace. | feel fortunateto bedrivingfor Ted Porter and Rob Graham. Thecrew did afantasticjob
preparingtheboat. Wehad agameplanthisweek and it worked perfectly. Wehadto keep Jimmy outsidetowin,
so | worked extra-hardto get lane 1. All | had to do waskeep Jimmy outsideand not let him passme.”

Theweekend began with controversy surrounding the#37 MissBeacon Plumbing. Prior totherace, Dave
Villwock wasforcedtosignal etter regarding conduct ontheracecourse. It seemsunfair,” Jane Schumacher noted.
“They aremakingitdifficultfor ustocompete. Wearetryingto performwell for our sponsor andthey (H1) seem
intent on hurtingusthisweekend.”

Qualifying

Villwock wasthefirst driver toenter the Ted Jonesracecourseand MissBeacon Plumbing wasthefirst boat to
get citedfor anN2violation. TheBeacon nightmarecontinued asthe#37 wasover onfuel ontheir nexttworuns.
Their last qualificationrunnettedthem 11apwherethey werelegal, soVillwock wasintheshow.

Truetoform, #6 Obertoclockedinat 156.243 and accordingto Jimmy Shane, “Wearepl eased with our speed,
but therewasmoreleft. Larry Hansonand thecrew havetheboat set up sowell, it could havegone 160!” Second

17



ontheladder wasJon Zimmerman, inthe#9 Les Schwab-RedDOT, who clockedinat 152.219followed by J.
Michael Kellyinat 149.756.

AftermissingtheTri Citiesrace, LelandRacing’ sU-100
SaharaPizzamadeitsseasondebut at Seattletomixed
reviews. DaveWarrenhadtheboat runningwel | whenit -
made aterrible sound and glided to a halt. Half of a
propeller bladewasgoneandthestrut wasdamaged.
Wouldtheyreturn?[ TheDiJdulioteamwasworkingwith e
theL elandteam, sharingparts, bothinneed.ScottRaney -
wasasohelpingthem. ~Ed] TopphotostekenThursday |~
by Editor; Atright SaharaPizza’s brokenpropeller. = =
~Bill Osbornephoto

Heat One ) Eoy ] h

S SO k e
In1A, JonZimmermangrabbed|ane 1 with Jeff Bernard (U-17 Fox Plumbing & Heating) inlane2and cruised
toaneasywin." Oncel hadlane 1,1 feltwecouldwinwithout pushingtoohard.” Thebest battlewasfor third between
Cal Phipps (#7 Graham Trucking 1) and Mike Webster (U-22 Boitano Homes). Intheend, Phippsprevailed
but theWebster boat continuestoimprove. They wouldmakemorenoi selater intheweekend. Below, LesSchwab-
RedDOT inside, Fox Plumbing,Graham Trucking |1, and MissDiJulio.

~Lon Erickson photo

e

TheBeacon Plumbing nightmareended quickly on Saturday in 1B. Duringthebattlefor lanepositions, Jmmy
Shanecrossedthestartinglineat 1: 35, followed by DaveVillwock ontheoutside. At 1:22, Shanecut thecourse.



Villwock turned hard and cutin sideof Shane,
attemptingtosecuretheinsdeposition. Villwock
was unable to turn quickly enough to avoid
contact. MissBeacon Plumbing’ sright sponson
tipstruck Obertoonefootinfront of itsskidfin.

Thedamageto Obertowasminimal andthe
Madison, Indianaboat wouldraceagain. Miss |
Beacon Plumbing’s damage was far worse. |
According to H1 Unlimited inspector Peter |
Thompson, “ The#37 hassignificantdamage. It |
appearsthat framesconnected by thespar have
been dislodged. The boat can’t race until the
damagei srepaired. Thismeansremovingpart of
the deck, repairing theframes, and replacing
deck panels.It’ snotlikely they canfixitintime
torace.” [Asanote, accordingtooneof histeam
officids, Villwock brokehisnoseinthecollison
andwastreatedinhistrailer.~Ed] Atright Miss
Beacon Plumbing after the collision, with
Obertorunninginbackground. ~Karl Pearson
photo; Below theboatsareback inthepits. The
damgetotheObertoonleft.~ChrisDenslow ¢
photo; Atright, thedamagedoneto MissBeacon
Plumbing. ~ Karl Pearson photo

SOUTHSEAFLE COMEGE

"

Becauseof thecall against DaveVillwock, he
wasdisqualifiedfromtheheat and suspended
for therest of theraceand thenext raceonthe
H1circuit. MissBeacon Plumbing sponsor Bill
Cahill wasupset about theeventsof theday, but
optimisticabout thefutureof the#37.* Theboat
ismuchbetter thanitwaslastyear.| believeit's
close to being awinner, sowearegoingto >
purchase the boat from Billy and Jane &=

Schumacher. Contrary to some reports, we
haven’'t donethedeal yet, but we will buy it.
There are some things that need to happen



beforethepurchaseisconsummated, butitwill get done.” Onbottomof previouspage, thewinner of 1B, Graham
Trucking, and Qatar whofinished second. ~ Karl Pearson photo

Vintage Unlimited

At 2:400n Saturday, Bill Muncey’ sU-1 AtlasVan Lines(9) entered theracecourseand madesevera lapsinfront
of ahugecrowd on L akeWashington. Therestoration by Don M ock and theHydroplane& Raceboat Museum
teamisawork of art that would havemadeM uncey proud. It wasfittingthat Chip Hanauer takethe* BlueBlaster”
outforitsfirst publicsession. Oncue, theRolls-RoyceMerlincametolifeand theboat performedflawlesdly.

Abovel eft AtlasVanLines| eaveﬁthepl tsand headsout on
LakeWashingtonforthefirsttimeinover threedecades. At
right, Chip Hanauer wavestothelargecrowdasthey roar |
by theshore. ~ ChrisDenslow photos '

TomaketheAtlasexperienceperfect, FranMuncey, her
sonEdwardandhisfamily, madethetripfromCaliforniato |,
partakeinthefestivities. When asked how shefelt about
Bill’ shoat running after somany years, shesaid, “ Bill loved
thesport andhewouldhavewantedittorunagan.”

For themany fansof Bill Muncey, itwasanemotional
moment. SeeingBill’ sboat runningfor thefirsttimesincehis
deathin 1981 was special. The Hydroplane & Raceboat
Museum hasrestored many boats, but noneof their previous
projectshaveevoked asmuchemotionasAtlasVanLines.
AtrightareEdward and hismother Fran, wifeAshley far
right with their two children, along sidetherestored U-1
AtlasVan Lines(9). ~ Karl Pearson photo

Heat Two

OnSunday, under sunny skies, racingresumed. At thestart of 2A, J. Michael Kelly took lane1withKipBrown
and Jon Zimmerman on hiship. Entering the south turn, Brownfell back in betweenthetwoleaders. Kiptook
responsi bility for what happened next. “ Jonwasinlane3and hehad oneboat lengthonme. | wasinatunnel, the
“meat inthesandwich. | knew better thantoturnthere, but | wasso confidentinour boat ridethat | stuckitin. I got
alittlesponson spray fromthe#1 onmy windshieldandletuponmy arc. That’ sall ittook and | gotintoJon’ sfin
water anditwasall over. My fault, nottheirs. | apologizetomy owner, crew chief, andteam, for theexpenseand
extrawork.”

Kip popped out of the bottom hatchinrecordtime (onfollowing page) and wavedtoarelieved crowd. The
damageto Qatar wasminimal, but Michael Hansonand company decided towithdraw and preparefor San Diego.
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Theboat i sprogressing quickly andwill becomeafactor sooner rather thanlater. AccordingtoKip, “ Thisnew boat
hasmadeprogress, but thereareafew changesthat weneed to makebeforeracing again, sowewill not raceany
moretoday, butwewill beback at San
Diego.” ~Karl Pearsonphotos

In the re-run, Graham Trucking
held off ahard-charging LesSchwab-
RedDOT to collect the valuable 400 ©*
points. Itwould not bethel ast timethat
Kdlywouldhavetoded withtheJones
team! A penalty to Boitano Homes
marred an excellent run by Mike
Webgter.“ 127 doesn' thel pour cause,”
Steve Webster noted afterwards. We
wererunning well, soit’ stoo bad we
werepenalized.” LelandUnlimited’s
SaharaPizzafinishedthirdfollowedby [
Peters& May. ~Bill Osbornephoto

Jmmy Shaneand Obertomadeshort
work of thefieldin2B, leadingwire-to-
wire over Cal Phipps in Graham
Truckingll,GregHoppinMissDiJulio,
Bucket List RacingandKelly Stocklin,
and Jeff Bernard in Fox Plumbing &
Heating. Atrightthetopthreefinishers
in2B. ~Karl Pearson photo
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Heat Three

Zimmerman coastedtoaneasy winin
3A.~Karl Pearsonphotoabove; “I got
agoodstartandbuiltanearly lead, sol
backed off and just made sure Cal
didn’tgettooclose. Itwasnicetopick
up 400 points and earn a spot on the
frontrow of thefinal. | amnot surewe
canrunwiththe#1 andthe#6, but we
will giveitour best. I they getintrouble,
wewant to bethereto take advantage
of theopportunity.” Littledid Jonknow how prophetic hiswordswereat that time.

Tom Thompson had hisbest heat of theseason, running away from Cal Phippsto claim second place, assuring
himself aplaceinthefina.” It’ sgoodtorace,” Thompsonsaidafterwards. “ Scott andthecrew haveworked sohard.
It snicefor themtohavesuccess.” Thompsonwasfollowed by Cal Phipps, Jeff Bernard, and Greg Hopp.

Heat 3B |ookedlikeapreview of thefinal asObertoand GrahamTruckingweredrawntogether. Shanejumped
toanearly leadandwon by threemph. Whenaskedif they had achanceinthefinal, Graham crewman Jim Bakke
justsmiledandsaid, “Waitfor thenext heat. Itwill bedifferent!” Above, acoupletailendersin3B, the#18 Bucket
List Racing and the#100 Sahara Pizza running upthe backstretch. ~ Karl Pearson photo

Mike Webster showed well inthe
heat, finishing a solid third. Steve
Webster, father and crew chief, was
pleasedwiththeteam’ sperformance.”|
am telling you that we are making
progress. Wecan't affordtocrash, so
we are inching up on it, but we are
definitely makingprogress.” Nodoubt,
theWebster boat |ooked good. Itwould
be very interesting to see how they
wouldrunif therestraintswereremoved.
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Atright, theBoitano Homesand Oberto at speed running up thebackchutein 3B beforethestart.~ Karl Pearson
photo

Final Heat

Thefina fieldwasset. Could Jimmy Shanestart somewhereother lanelandwin?What tricksdid J. Michael Kelly
haveuphisdeeve?Thedicingwasintensefor laneposition. Obertoand GrahamTrucking battled hard. Every time
Shanemadeamove, IMK, countered, keeping Obertoonhiship.

Below, Headingfor thestarting linefromtheoutsideinisLes Schwab-RedDOT, Fox Plumbing & Heating,
GrahamTruckingll, GrahamTrucking, andalmostinvisableintheroostertails, Oberto. ~ Karl Pearson photo

Below GrahamTrucking |1 chases Graham Trucking whoischasing Fox Plumbing & Heating at the start of
thefinal. ~Lon Ericksonphoto

Jeff Bernard securedlane lwithKelly inlane2. Shanecrossedthelineinlane3and Zimmermanin4. Atthestart,
KIROTV’sclock showedthefirstthreestarters, Bernard, Kelly, and Phippsweretooearly. H1 announced that
thestartwasunder review. H1 official sreviewedtheir start photo and announcedthat thestart waslegal .

-
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Onpreviouspageat left, GrahamTrucking in thelead. Behind him Fox Plumbing and Les Schwab-RedDOT
tryingtorunhimdown. Atright, J. Michael Kelly pushesJimmy Shaneway outside. ~ Karl Pearson photos;

GrahamTrucking extendeditsleadintothenorthturn, but Kelly wasawareof Oberto. | knew Jimmy was
there, sol hadtopushitashardasl could.” Kelly usedtheentireracecourseto keep Shanerunningal onger course.
After eachlap, Obertogrew closer to Graham, but Jimmy couldn’ t get around J. Michael .

“Hepushed meout totheweedsand | Just couldn’t get around him. Asl camedownto start thelast 1 ap, the
boat hit hardandthecanardbroke. At that point, weweredone. Wewerecatching him, but wejust ranout of time”
Shanesaid afterwards. Below right, Obertowith broken canard stickingupand Graham Trucking onfinal lap.
~Karl Pearsonphoto

WhileKdly and Shaneplayedoutin
theweeds, Jon Zimmermanfought to
gain ground. Unfortunately for
Zimmerman, hehadto get around Jeff
Bernard. Once Jon passed Jeff, hewent
aftertheleaders.” Jeff Campbel | toldme
to go hard on the inside, hoping the
shorter coursewouldallow ustocatch
them. If | had made a better start, we
might havebeenabletowin.” Intheend
Zimmerman ended up second, a
remarkable accomplishment for the
Jonesteam.

Beforethewinner wasannounced, H1 official sgatheredto determinepossiblependties. They reviewedal | data
fromofficialsinthehelicoptersand onthewater. If Kelly had pushed Shanetoofar, the Porter boat would have
receivedaone-minutepenalty, handingthewinto Zimmerman. AccordingtoH1 Chairman SamCole, “ Wewanted
togetitright. Y es,wewouldliketogivethedecisionquickly, butittakestimetogather officialsandreviewtheir
data. It simperativethat wegetitrightandwedid!” J. Michael Kelly and GrahamTrucking, theofficial winners
of the2014 Albert L eeappliance Cuprace.

J.Michael Kelly wasemotiona uponhearingtheofficia decisonfromH1.“1 livedinthisareaall of mylifeand
grew upwatching Seafair andtoactually say | havewonin Seattleyoucouldn’ task for more.” Kelly discussedthe
overlap.“ I hadthelead, | had overlap, sol amalowedtogoanywherel want. | went outtolane4anddidn’tgo
any wider thanthat.” Below thewinning Graham Truckingreturnsvictorious. ~Karl Pearson photo; Below right
avery happy J. Michael Kelly after returningtothedock. ~ Lon Erickson photo
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Hewent ontothank histeam.” | needtothank
crew chief Tom Anderson and the entire
Porter team. Cal Phippsisagreat teammate
and | feel solucky tohavehimonour side.
Andof course, | wanttothank Ted Porter. |
droveforhimin2009andthenleftfor another
team. | didn’tgoaswell thereas| wanted, so
for him to ask me back is special. | an so
happy to be here and even happier towin
Seafair for our team and our sponsor Rob
Graham. Thisweekend wasadream come
trug!”

~~ UNJ

Here ssomeonewehaven’t seenbehindthe
whdl of anunlimitedfor awhile. Jeff Bernard,
U-17 FoxPlumbing& Heating pilot.~Lon

STAT BOX

ALBERT LEE APPLIANCE SEAFAIR CUP
Seattle, Washington, August 2-3,2014
2-mile course on Lake Washington

QUALIFICATION (1) U-1 Oberto, Jimmy Shane, 156.243, 100
points; (2) RedDOT, Jon Zimmerman, 152.219, 80; (3) Graham
Trucking, 149.756,70; (4) Qatar,Kip Brown, 148.883,60; (5)U-17
Fox Plumbing & Heating,143.109, 50; (6) Graham Trucking Il, Cal
Phipps, 140.960, 40; (7) U-22 Boitano Homes, Mike Webster,
139.900, 30;(8) gbrr11 Peters & May Racing, Tom Thompson,
139.857,30;(9)U-18 Bucket List Racing, Kelly Stocklin, 131.451,
30; U-37 Miss Beacon Plumbing, Dave Villwock, DNQ — N2 and
FFV, 148.306 test speed; U-12 Miss Dijulio, Greg Hopp, DNQ —
did notattempt, 131.829 test speed, U-100 Sahara Pizza, Dave
Warren, DNQ — did not attempt, preparing boat, Chairman’s
Option.

HEAT 1A (1) RedDOT 133.045, 400 points, 480 cumulative
points; (2) Fox Plumbing & Heating130.119, 300, 350; (3) Graham
Trucking11127.484,225,265;(4) Boitano Homes 127.168, 169,
199; (5) Miss Dijulio114.043,127,127; Bucket List Racing DNS —
repairing hole in bottom of hull, 0, 30. Fast lap (1) RedDOT
139.944. HEAT 1B (1) Graham Trucking 137.648,400,470;(2)
Qatar135.560,300,360;(3) Oberto136.189,225,325;(4) Peters
&MayRacing116.275,169,199; Miss Beacon PlumbingDSQ —ran
into Oberto while scoring up, progressive Class V violation,
driver suspended for this race and the next race, -150, -150;
Sahara Pizza, DNS — broke propeller blade,0,0. Fast lap (1)
Graham Trucking142.053

HEAT 2A (rerun) (1) Graham Trucking 141.734, 400, 870; (2)
RedDOT141,474,300,780;(3) SaharaPizza119.434,225,225;(4)
Peters & May Racing 102.290, 169, 368; (5) Boitano Homes93.979
(penalized one minute for going below 80 mph in the first
running, penalty carried over), 127, 326; QatarDSQflipped infirst
running causing heat stoppage, 0, 360. Fast lap (2) RedDOT
145.410. HEAT 2B (1) Oberto137.498, 400, 725; (2) Graham
Trucking11127.121,300,565;(3) Miss DiJulio118.352,225,352;
(4)U-18106.352,169, 199; (5) Fox Plumbing & Heating 96.240
(penalized one lap for jumping the gun), 127,477. Fastlap (1)
Oberto142.098.

HEAT 3A (1) RedDOT135.919,400, 1180; (2) Peters & May Racing
130.475,300,668; (3) Graham Trucking 11125.541,225,790; (4)
Fox Plumbing & Heating 122.390, 169, 646; (5) Miss Dijulio
111.240,127,479. Fastlap (3) RedDOT137.443. HEAT 3B(1)
Oberto140.569,400,1125;(2) Graham Trucking 137.266, 300,
1170; (3) Boitano Homes 123.691, 225, 551; (4) Sahara Pizza
112.268, 169, 394; (5) U-18 105.357, 127, 326. Fastlap (1)
Oberto143.067

FINAL (1) Graham Trucking 133.283, 400, 1570; (2) RedDOT
132.533, 300, 1480; (3) Oberto 131.073, 225, 1350; (4) Fox
Plumbing & Heating124.215,169, 815;(5) Graham Trucking Il
120.454,127,917;(6) Boitano Homes119.85, 95, 646; (7) Peters
& May Racing 117.991,71,739. Fastlap (1) Graham Trucking

140.883. COMPILED BY ALLEN STILES

Ericksonphoto
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After the Checkered Flag
at Secattle’s Seafau-

Above; Thethreewinnersonthepodiumat Seettle. ChipHanauer and DaveWilliamsintug-of-war withtheSeafair
Vintage Classic Trophy, with Steve Raible on podium. Below left, driver Jimmy Shaneand the Oberto/Miss
Madisonteamrecieveacoupleof BIG checks($5,000& $20 OOO) ~LonErickson photos Totheri ght #9owner
Lori Jonestakearideinacardboard box with gy y: /
the help of aQatar crewman. ~ Karl Pearson
photo

Jackpot EAM Winner
Tivenly Thousand and ne/100's
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The 1977 U-1 Atlas Van Lines (9)
Returns to at Scattle’s Seafair

“\“-‘..
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Therestored U-1 AtlasVan Lines(9) reached the Stan SayresPits Thursday afternoon. AttheeveningH& RM
GaaAuction, Bill Dicksonwonthebidtochristenthe” BlueBlaster,” by pouringchampagneover thedeck. Followed
by FranMuncey, JmL ucero, and Sam Col efinishingthepouring. OnFriday theAtlasVan Lines(9) waschristened
inthepits. AboveleftisBill Dickersonpouringfirst. Atright Fran Muncey takesher turn. ~ChrisDend ow photos

Asanote; Chipa socristenedtheboat, with coffee. HesaldBill didn’tdrink al cohol, but drank gallonsof coffee.
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i:aéVan Li nes(és and a Ib\}vihg it to'run_agai n"a_t
Seattle. Atright, AtlasVan Linesislaunched onto L ake Washington. It hasbeen 33longyearssinceit hasrunin
Seattle’ sSeafair. ~Karl Pearson photos

Below ChipHanauer wavestothecrowdasAtlasVanLinesroarsby theshore. Atright Hanauer drivesAtlas
VanLinesback intothelagoonafter therunFriday.



Vintage Unlimited Hydroplanes Race

Above, theU-1MissBudweiser (12) and U-1 AtlasVan Lines(9) leavingtheHydroplane& Raceboat Museum
inKent and onthereway tothe Stan SayresPitson L ake Washington Thursday. After thehooplaof thenewly
restored 1977 Atlas Van Lineschristening and first run on Lake Washington, Miss Budweiser (12) and Dave
Williamswent out ontheracecoursefor afew lapsFriday. Below left MissBudwel ser |eavingthelagoon. Atright
DaveWilliamsand smokin’ MissBudwei ser returnstothedock. ~ L onErickson photos

Above, MissBudwei ser and AtlasVan Linesat speed on L ake Washington Friday. ~ Karl Pearson photos

28



DaveWilliamandMissBudwel ser (12) joined ChipHanauer in AtlasVanLinesfor afew|apson L akeWashington
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Thecrowed|ovedthesiteof thenracingtogether again. It hasbeen 33yearssince
they last racedtogether at 1981 Seattlerace. ~ Above, MissBudwel ser and AtlasVan LinesrunsSaturday.~Lon
Erickson photo; Below, ashot of them racing Sunday. ~ Karl Pearson photo

—~

_ W At left, Chip Hanauer
ﬁ. ‘g\ | heavyinthrought.~Karl
m W Pearsonphoto; Atright,
.. @ Atlas Van Lines (9)
ien il Original designer and
L * builder, Jim Lucero.

~ ChrisDend ow photo




jlappy Endings

——— From Craig Fjarlie

. When Oberto won the 2014 APBA Gold Cup, there
was a celebration by the team in the pits, and another
celebration in the City of Madison, Indiana. It’s often
that way; the joy of winning the Gold Cup produces
a bigger response than victories in most other races.

One of the most surprising victories took place in
1950, when Slo-mo-shun IV won the Gold Cup on the
Detroit River. The Slo-mo team was delighted, but
few people in Seattle understood the significance of
the win and the changes it would bring to the Seattle
sports scene.

_ The situation was reversed in 1955 when Gale V
won the Gold Cup on Lake Washington. The Gale team
" had a private celebration in the pits hours after the
J " race ended; the reaction in Detroit was not reported
| by most Seattle news outlets.
: . . In 1956, Miss Thriftway claimed a controversial
victory in Detroit. A throng of fans greeted driver Bill Muncey at the Seattle-Tacoma airport when
he returned home a few days later.

The 1971 Gold Cup in Madison produced one of the largest civic celebrations in memory. Jim
McCormick won driving the home-town hydro Miss Madison. The resulting civic pride is still
talked about today, and led to filming of the movie Madison (although some Hollywood liberties
were taken with the facts).

In 1976, Miss U.S. won the Gold Cup in Detroit with Tom D’Eath at the wheel. Owner George
Simon had been trying to win the trophy since 1953, and the long-awaited victory inspired an
outpouring of joy.

The Gold Cup was back in Detroit in 1982. That race, held just a few months after Bill Muncey’s
fatal accident in Acapulco, created a victory celebration that nearly rivaled the Madison race 11
years earlier. Chip Hanauer drove the new Atlas Van Lines to first place, flirting with the ragged
edge the entire day. When it was over, the Atlas team’s elation was contagious.

For several years, Fred Leland campaigned a series of also-ran boats. With the conversion to
turbine power and the talent of Dave Villwock in the cockpit, Leland’s fortunes changed. In 1996
PICO American Dream won the Gold Cup. There was a happy feeling in the pit area that afternoon.

Surprise winners result in impromptu, unexpected celebrations. In 2001, Mike Hanson drove
Tubby’s Sub Shops to first place. Miss Budweiser spun in the shape-up turn which allowed Hanson
to take charge of the heat

The 2003 season could be called the last year of piston prowess. The Gold Cup was held in August,
and Mitch Evans drove Ed Cooper’s Miss Fox Hills Chrysler-Jeep to victory. That win produced a
celebration in part because the Allison engine came through to win the Gold Cup one last time.
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The 2004 Gold Cup was mired in controversy, which resulted in a muted celebration for the
winner, Miss DYC, driven by Nate Brown. Miss Budweiser was disqualified for a lane infraction long
after the final heat was over. The Gold Cup was removed from the Budweiser team and given to
Kim Gregory’s team, which was as surprised as anyone with the late ruling.

In 2013, it looked as though Steve David would finally win the Gold Cup, ending years of
frustration as the perennial runner-up. David was called for a lane violation in the final, and the
trophy went instead to Kip Brown and the U-95 Qatar.

The disappointment of 2013 is what made the 2014 win so sweet for the Oberto team. Years
of waiting finally paid off.

The other side of victory celebrations is the dejection that can surround losers. Looking back,
Slo-mo’s win in 1950 was a complete shock to the large contingent of participants from Detroit.
When Gale V won in 1955, the Thriftway team - and most of the citizens of Seattle - were
dumbfounded that the cup would be going back to Detroit for 1956. The turn of events in '56 were
just as brutal for Chuck Thompson, driver of Miss Pepsi. He held the trophy briefly, only to have it
taken away and given to Muncey when the latter was cleared of striking a buoy.

Thompson experienced another bitter loss in 1964. That year, he was leading in points going
into the final; he needed only to finish fifth or better to win the cup. An engine problem kept him
at low speed and he finished sixth, losing to Ron Musson and Miss Bardahl.

The win by Miss U.S. in 1976 included a sense of disbelief by Bill Muncey and the Atlas Van Lines
team. Muncey thought he could win easily, but history had other plans. As a footmote, Detroit was
the only racecourse where the Pay ‘n Pak/Atlas never won.

When Hanauer was victorious in 1982, Bernie Little and the Budweiser team experienced their
own sense of disbelief. The Griffon-powered Miss Budweiser was considered all-but unbeatable,
but Hanauer helped dispel that notion.

Another bitter moment for the Budweiser organization came in 2004, when Dave Villwock
was disqualified for a lane violation before the start. Their initial celebration turned to anger and
disappointment when the trophy was removed by officials.

The Oberto team tried to hide their disappointment with the outcome of the 2013 Gold Cup, but
there was a subtle sense of bitterness with the official decision. The victory in 2014 finally helped
the team put the previous year’s unpleasant memory behind them. Yet, while the Oberto team
reveled in their accomplishment, J. Michael Kelly and the Graham Trucking team fought back tears
of frustration with the official call that Kelly had passed the score-up buoy too soon.

Winning the Gold Cup is a mighty accomplishment for a driver, boat, and race team. The
celebration by the winner is understandable, but must be kept in perspective. Most often, for every
elated winner, there is at least one loser who is mired in disappointment and resolves to do better
next year. U-27 Slo-mo-shun 1V photo by Michael Prophet; #6 Oberto photo from Karl Pearson
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