
Ousting Balbo Avenue Push carts businesses  

in Federal Hill 1937 

   

 

Our lead photo above shows Pushcart Row on Balbo Avenue, between Atwells 

Avenue and Spruce Street, on April 4, 1937.  

Today, as so many commenters’s noted, Balbo Avenue is De Pasquale Plaza. The 

Woolworth's building on the left is the side of Costantino's Venda Ravioli today: 
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De Pasquale Plaza, the former Balbo Avenue.  

The Providence Journal closely tracked a municipal effort to oust the Balbo Avenue 

pushcart peddlers over ten months in 1937 and 1938, from the order to move through 

the peddlers' reactions: organize, gather signatures, demonstrate, move in despair, sit 

in at the mayor's office and finally return victorious. 
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April 4, 1937: out of the blue decision by Alderman Luongo 

 

 
PROVIDENCE JOURNAL PHOTOS 

"One of the main attractions for housewives is Push cart Row, on Balbo 
Avenue, which comes each morning and goes each night. Alderman Thomas S. 
Luongo wants to move the row somewhere else in face of the united opposition 

of the peddlers and their customers. These pictures were taken yesterday 
(1937) afternoon during a rush-hour period, and, at the top, show a woman 
who has found a bunch of celery she likes. The woman to the right of the 

purchaser is operating the pushcart, while her husband is at work elsewhere."  

Here's the man who started it all, powerful City Councilman Thomas S. Luongo 

of the Thirteenth Ward. The day before these photos, the Bureau of Police and 

Fire had announced it was considering his request to remove the pushcart 

peddlers from their longtime spot on Balbo Avenue. Luongo, wearing the same 

three-piece suit, stands near a bag of onions, looking right into the camera, in 

our lead photo.  
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His plan was to relocate the peddlers to much narrower Spruce Street, and 

permit angled and parallel public parking on opposite sides of Balbo Avenue. 

He said the peddlers were in violation of a forgotten 1909 law that required 

assigned spaces and rental fees for vendors, although they had for years 

operated without such a system. 

Albert Muratore, president of the Federal Hill Pushcart Peddlers' Protective 

Association, would later charge, "It was not because he wanted to improve 

traffic conditions... He wanted more parking spaces for his sister's ice 

cream parlor" -- there's a "Creamery" sign faintly visible in the background 

above.  

 

 

 

April 14, 1937: What you need to know 

 

 

 

This is the main story, the explainer, the background: What the peddlers' lives 

are like, who they are, how they now "seethed with resentment reminiscent of 

the furor which the police provoked years ago when they forced these vendors 

each day to 'race for positions'."  
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April 17, 1937: Sign the petition against the Providence Town Council 

 

 

Peddlers gathered and organized a petition against the Town Council decision. 
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April 22, 1937: 3,000+ signatures delivered at the center of Balbo Avenue 
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“Our means of livelihood will be destroyed if Luongo’s request is granted” 
said 15 year old Central High School sophomore Joseph Muratore 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 5, 1937: Demonstration of support for peddlers 

 

 

“Before election Alderman Luongo was your friend, now he seeks to ruin your 

business” shouted Albert Soriero! 



 

June 10, 1937 (long story shorter): Doors slam shut 

The Bureau of Police and Fire ruled that the peddlers must leave Balbo Avenue 

by Oct. 1. On Sept. 1 the Bureau would extend the deadline to Dec. 31. Many 

officious words were spoken along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 31, 1937: Gone tomorrow 

 

 

 

“‘On Sproosa Street you find Francisco?' That was Francisco Sasso's hopeful 

query yesterday as he said goodbye to Manuel Cabral, patron of Francisco's 
Balbo Avenue Pushcart for 18 Years. Today Francisco (Left) moves with other 
Push carters from Balbo Avenue to Spruce Street, by Direction of the Board of 

Police and Fire."  
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January 2, 1938: Out of business 
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January 9, 1938: Bad (re) location on Spruce Street 

 

 

 

"Yesterday was the First Saturday for the Federal Hill Pushcart Vendors in 
their new location on Spruce Street." Customers are scarce. The new location 

dropped business to almost nothing. 
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January 10, 1938: Fighting City Hall 

 

 

 

 

Push carts business leaders assembled at City Hall to show their disdain on 
the new proposed amendment 
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January 11, 1938: The photo that broke the impasse 

 

 

 

Public opinion was already with the peddlers, and the sight of women and 

children sitting in reproach, ignored, was a public-relations nightmare for the 

city.  
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January 13, 1938: '60 families, chained by a law of iniquity...' 
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January 18, 1938: Victory as Alderman gives up  
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February 9, 1938: Pushed by the Senate 

"A few hours after the Bureau of Police and Fire had granted the first two 
applications of pushcart peddlers for licenses to do business again on Balbo 
Avenue and Acorn Street, the Senate this afternoon passed an act directing the 

bureau to take such steps for the ousted peddlers”.  
Peddlers in the Senate chamber applauded as the Senate received the measure 

from its special legislation committee and, under a bi-party agreement, 
whipped it through." 

The rent was $25 a year, pro-rated if they peddlers wished to skip the dead-of-

winter months, and applications required the approval of the owners of the 

buildings in front of which they wished to squat.  

The peddlers had won. Balbo Avenue was again Pushcart Row. 

In June, 1958, still on the City Council, Luongo introduced a resolution to 

rename Balbo Avenue to De Pasquale Avenue to honor late Sixth District Court 

Judge Luigi De Pasquale. 

 


