SLACO Regional Neighborhood Conference 2016
Mark your calendars and sign up! Registration is still available online for the St.
Louis Association of Community Organizations' 21st Annual Regional Neighborhood
Conference, which will be held from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 29 in the
Givens Administration Building at Harris-Stowe State University.
This year's conference promises a wide variety of topics that will help participants in
improving their communities. Session tracks include:
Capacity Building/Neighborhood Associations
Social and Environmental Justice
Community Sustainability
Neighborhood Planning
Toward a 21st Century City
Health and Safety for Better Neighborhoods
Multigenerational Communities
The day's events also include a continental breakfast, lunch and afternoon mix and
mingle. To register, click here. For more information about the event, visit our news
section.

Conference 2016

Special Business District Coming North of Delmar

Soon, a new Special Business District (SBD) will be coming to the City of St. Louis in
an area that includes north of Delmar Boulevard. It is significant because this is the
first SBD that will encompass an area that has been commonly referred to as "the
Delmar Divide".
"We are doing something unprecedented, crossing Delmar to do the SBD," said
Judith Arnold, Urban Planner and Neighborhood Organizer VISTA. The new district
will be called the North Central Special Business District. Its boundaries will be
Taylor Avenue to the West; Vandeventer Avenue to the East; Finney Avenue to the
North; and Lindell Boulevard to the South. "This is strategically important because
all of the southern and western communities adjacent to this community already
have an SBD. This is the last piece of the central corridor to be developed and it
links two communities together - Gaslight Square and Vandeventer," Arnold said.
By definition, a special business district is a political subdivision that may impose
additional property and business license taxes to fund special community needs. It
is set up by a state statute. Most SBD's address needs such as safety and security
services. Residents and businesses pay for those services through the additional
tax.

Read More

The Sustainable Neighborhoods Program offered
residents a series of educational seminars that are
designed to help improve their communities.The
seminars were held at north and south side
neighborhood locations in the City of St. Louis.
Recent seminars and topics:
Neighborhoods of the Future: Rethinking the Challenge
This seminar examined topics like sustainability and resiliency in relationship to
neighborhood development. It included data about past and current trends that
challenged participants to rethink the future.
Can What We Know Make a Difference?
This seminar looked at what we know and how that knowledge leads to new
initiatives and designs for neighborhoods. The discussion covered topics like health,
transportation, climate and the environment in which we live.
Retooling Neighborhood Building Blocks
This seminar focused on land use, housing, prosperity and how new patterns of
development, household structure and economic growth are shaping
neighborhoods of the future.
Missed a session? No problem. Past presentation topics are available by clicking
below.

Fall 2016 Session Topics

Check out Executive Director Kevin McKinney's
op-ed article on a program from SLACO called
Neighborhoods United for Change in the latest
issue of the St. Louis Community Builders enewsletter.
The program allows people to interact across
invisible community lines. Participants from one
SLACO community tour another St. Louis neighborhood to gain insight about its
strengths, successes, and challenges.
The program also provides a platform for members of different communities to
meet one another, visit the places they call home, learn about one another's
everyday experiences firsthand, and grow to understand each other more
completely. It creates an opportunity for people to connect based on similarities,
while reinforcing mutual respect for differences.

Read More

SLACO VISTA's Building Capacity in 2016

SLACO VISTA Judith Arnold brings a wide breath and
depth of experience to the organization. In her role as
an Urban Planner and Neighborhood Organizer, Arnold
overseas several SLACO initiatives that are helping to
build capacity and fight poverty in the St. Louis
community:
* an after school and summer program for youth who
reside in Etzel Place Apartments via a partnership
among SLACO, Horizon Foundation, Neighborhood
Houses and VISTA;
* an initiative to bring a Special Business District (SBD) North of Delmar; and
* an initiative that successfully encouraged the city to increase its budget for the
maintenance of city-owned vacant properties and lots, which falls under work with
the Vacancy Committee.
This is Arnold's second year as a VISTA with SLACO and her second term of VISTA
service. She previously served as an Urban Planner/Neighborhood Organizer
VISTA with Northeast Missouri Community Action Agency and Kansas City
Community Action Agency.
In August, SLACO welcomed Kimberly Roberson as the
Development and Marketing VISTA. In this role,
Roberson will create a strategic grant seeking and social
media strategy, and conduct community outreach to
underserved areas of SLACO. These initiatives will also
help build capacity within the organization, and thus,
help SLACO's mission of alleviating poverty in
neighborhoods.
Prior to serving as a VISTA with SLACO, Roberson spent 20 years in the
communications industry working as a journalist and public relations practitioner for
nonprofit, government and corporate entities.

SLACO Summer Program A Success

At left, youth
enjoyed a field
trip experience
at Purina
Farms.

This summer SLACO and Neighborhood Houses partnered with Etzel Place
Apartments to offer youth in grades Kindergarten through eight grade a free, full
day, 7-week summer camp experience that included enrichment activities, field trips
and summer fun.
Held at SLACO's Community Center, the camp ran from mid-June to late July
during the weekdays. Campers received lunch daily, along with snacks. A total of 27
youth from five different schools (charter schools, magnet programs and
neighborhood schools) attended.

Read More

Vacancy: A Big Problem

As part of SLACO's strategic plan, two years ago, the Board decided to get back to
advocacy. An issues selection committee was formed. There were a number of
different issues discussed. The group wanted to advocate for an issue that affected
the entire city and one were SLACO could have a real impact.
Out of this discussion, two issues emerged: mental health funding and vacancy.
The group chose vacancy because it is such a huge issue that affects the entire
city.

Read More
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