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From the Principal
Welcome to December!
I can hardly believe that December is already here; however, the weather does
seem to remind us winter is upon us. The time has flown by and I am pleased with all
the progress we have accomplished.
I have been thinking a lot lately about our students’ success. At
parent conferences, you and your child’s teacher were also
thinking about success.
But have you ever really tried to define a successful student?
When you try to do so with your own child in mind, this may be easy—you want your
child to meet your standards and expectations for success. But it’s not so easy when
you consider student success with 700 students in mind.

Betty Cobbs
Principal
Woodside Elementary School
17000 23rd Ave. SE,
Bothell, WA 98012
www.everettsd.org/woodside

Success is unique to each child (in fact, each one of us) is on our own unique path of success.
We need to have high expectations of our students, but those expectations
should be tempered with an understanding of where each individual child is on
their own unique life journey.
It is our job to recognize that and help each child along the way by teaching with
empathy and patience. When it comes to our students at Woodside, we can
define success in many ways.
Getting a “good” progress report may be one measure. Earning a top score on a
lesson or project is another. These academic measures are tenuous—what
might be good “scores” for one child might not be for another.
Success can also be defined as one’s ability to follow expectations, be safe, respect others, make good choices,
and be responsible.
And yet, here again, how can we set a “success” bar in these areas when we know
our young students are in school to also learn, practice, and make mistakes in
these areas too?
Is a child a success if they never make a poor choice that hurts another person? No
doubt. But isn’t a different child a success if they show they aren’t making as many poor choices because they are
learning to do better? Also, no doubt!
Two of the most essential questions we can ask ourselves are “What does success look and feel like for this student right
now?” and “How can we then best help that child reach that potential?”
www.everettsd.org/woodside
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These questions highlight our moral obligation as teachers—this is the essence of what we do at Woodside.
As we enter the holiday season, I continue to be thankful to be the principal of a school that cares deeply about the
success of students—all students, no matter how it gets defined for each individual.
It’s hard, emotional, and passionate work. And there is no other work
that is more important.

Sincerely,

Betty J. Cobbs

This Photo by Unknown Author is

Dr. Betty J. Cobbs
Proud Principal of Woodside Elementary School
bcobbs@everettsd.org
10 Ways to Help Your Child Do Well In School

1. Show you care. Your child needs support and words of encouragement. Ask your child what went well at school each
day.
2. Read, read, read. Read everything! Model reading a variety of materials and talking about what you are reading.
3. Make home a place for learning. Help your child with homework and search for ways to explore their personal
interests.
4. Promote healthy habits. Make sure your child gets plenty of rest and exercise each day.
5. Be a role model. Your child learns from you. Share your positive attitude about what is happening at school.
6. Encourage independence. Allow your child to make mistakes and learn from them. Don’t be too quick to come to the
rescue.
7. Create a study routine. Set a time and place for homework.
8. Get involved. Attend school events and stay in contact with your child’s teacher.
9. Build success. Help raise your child’s self-esteem by setting goals and celebrating the small steps.
10. Make school important. Make sure your child sees the importance of arriving on time with the materials needed for
learning each day.

www.everettsd.org
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Calendar of Events
Monday

Tuesday

3

4

PTA Meeting
7:00pm-8:30pm

Community
Assemblies AR Awards
SOAR Focus
9:30am (K-2)
1:45pm Intermediate
(3-5)

10

11

Wednesday

5

December

18

Friday

6

7
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

12
2nd Grade field trip to
the Nutcracker Play

17

Thursday

19

5th grade Violin Concert
7:00 pm

13

14

Choir Concert
Assembly 1:45pm for
grades 1-5
Evening Concert 7pm

Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

20

21

Choir Caroling 2:30pm3:30pm

Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal
Holiday Sing-a-long
9am - Grades K,2,3
9:45am - Grades 1,4,5

24

25

26

27

28

Winter Break
Reading Challenge

Winter Break
Reading Challenge

Winter Break
Reading
Challenge

Winter Break
Reading Challenge

Winter Break
Reading Challenge

31

1

2

3

4

Winter Break
Reading Challenge

Winter Break
Reading Challenge

Winter Break
Reading
Challenge

Winter Break
Reading Challenge

Last Day of
Winter Break

www.everettsd.org
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Shelf Talk January 2019

This Photo by Unknown Author is

Greetings from the Woodside Library!
In fourth and fifth grades, we have been working on learning how the informational section of the library is
organized. It is much like a grocery store, by subject.
In second and third grades we have been working on our alphabetical order
skills so we are able to locate books in both fiction sections, the chapter books
and everybody (picture) book section.
Kindergarten and first grade students continue to read the Washington State
Picture book award nominees.
All students should have received their awards from the summer reading
challenge. Seventy-two students at Woodside had their names published in the
Everett Herald to celebrate their achievement.

These are posted in the cafeteria and the library window. A second grade
student was the lucky winner of the Kindle Fire!
The next reading challenge will happen over Winter Break! This is an
optional challenge open to any student in grades K-5 who would like
to attempt it. There is also a staff winter break reading challenge.
This Photo by Unknown Author is

Will there be more staff or students participating? Winter break reading challenges will come home the week of
December 17th. The challenge will run from December 21 through January 7th.

We are still in need of volunteers!
Volunteers help check in and shelve books in the mornings. If anyone is
interested and has completed the Everett Public Schools volunteer
This Photo by Unknown
application for this year, please contact Amy Ruotsala, teacher-librarian. (425) 385-7808,
aruotsala@everettsd.org.
The volunteer application may be found at https://www.everettsd.org/volunteer.

www.everettsd.org
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In celebration of Computer Science Education Week 2018, all Woodside
students will participate in the
during the week of Dec.3-7!
Here’s a snapshot of what students are doing in the Computer Lab:
Kindergarten:
 Learn how to turn the Chromebooks on/off and log on/off
 Use the trackpad to click, click & drag, and scroll
 Began computer lessons to learn keyboarding and trackpad skills
 Manage feelings of frustration and exercising patience when learning new skills
 Teach Your Monster to Read phonics lessons
1st Grade:
 Students have been added to Prodigy Math, you should have received a blue letter to connect your student’s account at
home.
 Review Kinder Keyboarding lessons to learn how to click, click & drag and scroll using the trackpad
 Prepare for coding skills by thinking and drawing step-by-step directions(algorithms) for how to do something
 Students have been learning about internet saftey. They created a pocket with a list of “safe sites” to keep at home
2nd Grade:
 Review “home row hands” for keyboarding and started keyboarding lessons on TypingClub
 Introduced Google Classroom and how to navigate there to access assignments
 Students have started a coding course through Code.org in preparation for The Hour of Code in December
 Digital Citizenship: My Online Neighborhood
3rd Grade:
 Keyboarding Without Tears typing program
 Google Docs tools and writing strong descriptive sentences
 Students continue with their Coding course through Code.org
 Digitial Citizenship: Private and Personal information
4th Grade:
 Keyboarding Without Tears typing program
 Google Slides and Google Sheets activities
 Students continue with their coding course through Code.org and Pair Programming
 Programming with Sphero robots
5th Grade:
 Keyboarding Without Tears typing program
 Google Slides and Google Sheets activities
 Coding course through Code.org
 Google CS First and programming with Scratch

Sarah Lim
Instructional Technology Specialist, Woodside
425.385.7849
slim@everettsd.org
www.everettsd.org/woe-computerlab
www.everettsd.org
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What is happening in music this December?

CONGRATULATIONS 5th Grade on a great Veterans Day Concert! All of the 5th graders worked very hard, and the Veterans Day concert
was a huge success! 5th grade has started practicing reading music from the staff using absolute pitch names A, B, C, D, E, F, and G. We
will practice our music reading while performing the Japanese folk song, Yuki, on the xylophones.
4th Grade will begin reading music from the staff using absolute pitch names A, B, C, D, E, F, and G. The letters that go with the lines on
the staff are E, G, B, D, and F (Every Good Boy Does Fine). The letters that go with the spaces are F, A, C, and E (FACE). Reading
music from the staff is an important musical skill that we will be using next month when we begin recorders!
3rd Graders are reading and writing music on the staff including do-re-mi-sol-la as we prepare to read absolute pitches for our recorder
unit which will begin in January.
2nd Grade is working on a Nutcracker Unit. We have been performing movements and instruments to Trepak, March of the Toy
Soldiers, and Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy. Ask your child who composed the music to the Nutcracker and what movements we have
learned to help us listen and understand the different songs.
1st Grade has started working on reading, writing, creating, and performing sol and mi patterns on the music staff. Ask your child to
sing a song using sol-mi, or if they can write a pattern for you on the music staff using sol-mi.
Kindergartens are working on performing and creating on the xylophones as we practice important instrument skills.
To help reinforce music at home, please always encourage your child to show you new or favorite songs from music class! The more
each student practices at home, the more progress they will make in music class!

Upcoming Music Events
Choir Winter Concert
Thursday, December 13th at 1:45PM and 7:00PM
Violin Concert (5th grade violin club)
Monday, December 17th at 7:00PM
Final Choir Practice
Tuesday, December 18th at 7:10AM in the gym
Choir Caroling with Cookies and Cocoa Party
Thursday, December 20th 2:00-4:30PM

To keep up to date on music events and concerts make sure to regularly check the music website!
http://www.everettsd.org/woe-thill

www.everettsd.org
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Please help with our “Giving Snowman”.
The “Giving Snowman” is displayed on the Woodside office
bulletin board.
Any family who wishes to help with this rewarding project
can simply take a gift tag and purchase a gift certificate (up
to $20.00) for a deserving student at our school.
Gift certificates to places like Fred Meyers, Target, WalMart, etc. are always a great idea, this enables the parent
or guardian to purchase what they know the child needs or
wants.
Please return the certificate to the office by Dec. 12, 2018.
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

www.everettsd.org
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Counselor Corner -- Mrs. Jensen
Connections: It was great to meet many families during parent
conference week. The students love showing off their classroom and their
work. I hope that you were able to get a better picture of your student’s
progress toward their grade level goals. I spoke with several parents who
are concerned about their child having difficulties relating to learning and
attention issues. Understood.org is a good website that I often visit and
receive new information via email updates from them. There is even a
section where you can connect with other parents who share the same
concerns for their children.
Curriculum: We continue to learn about empathy, compassion, and how to calm down when experiencing strong
feelings. Ask your kindergartner about the three steps to calm down. They are Stop, Name Your Feeling, Calm Down.
He or she may even remember parts of the Calm Down Song since we’ve heard it a few times in the past couple of
weeks. It’s one of my all-time favorites from the Second Step curriculum. The words in the song say to “put your hands on
your tummy, then say stop, name your feeling, take a belly breath, and calm right down.”
Caring: We have opportunities to show kindness and caring for others in the upcoming weeks and months. We will be
collecting gift cards this month to provide assistance to families in need. We will participate in the Great Kindness
Challenge and hold a food drive in conjunction with it the end of January and early February.
Chronic Absenteeism: The definition of chronic absenteeism is missing 10% or more days in a school year; severe
chronic absenteeism is missing 20% or more days. Out of 180 possible school days, that means a student is absent 18+
days. When you consider there are about 20 school days in a month, that’s a lot of missed learning opportunities. A
student is considered at-risk of not graduating from high school when they miss more than 9 days each year in elementary
school. We have 129 students who have missed 10% or more of the days enrolled so far this year.
In order to make sure that your students get the most out of their education, please get them to school as much as
possible. Obviously, there are times when it’s appropriate to keep them home due to illness. If you’re not sure if you
should keep them home, you can refer to this poster from Attendance Works.org.
As an aid to you, I am providing a chart that you can hang up to track your children’s days missed. Just write the date in
the space each time s/he is absent. It will act as a visual reminder for the whole family.

Name

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Day 8

Day 9

Name

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Day 8

Day 9

Name

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Day 8

Day 9
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The gift of attendance
Absences spike in the weeks before and after the winter holiday as families squeeze in a few more vacation days. Just a few missed days
here and there, even excused absences, can add up to too much lost learning time and put your child behind in school. This is as true in
kindergarten as it is in high school. Put simply, too many absences at any age can affect a student’s chances for academic success and
eventually for graduation. This holiday season, give your children the gift of an education and the habit of attendance.

Graduation rates jump to 95.7%
Our graduation rate jumped even higher for the 11th year in a row. Now 95.7 percent of our students graduate on time! Learn how
strategic staff actions helped bring the graduation rate from 53 percent just 15 years ago to this year’s all-time high.
http://bit.ly/2018gradrates

Parent safety tip
Before you take your child to a friend’s sleepover or party, make sure you know a few important things first.


Find out about the friend's "house rules" and who else will be at home, like parents, another adult, brothers, or sisters.



Ask about what they plan to do during the visit.



Talk with your child about things that are important to you: no guns, violent TV and video games, alcohol, tobacco, and other
drugs. Take this time to review behaviors that are healthy and those that are dangerous.



If your child does not have his or her own cell phone, be sure to have the telephone number of where he or she can be reached.



If there is a change of plans, you need to be told.

Get to know other parents


Talk with them on the phone.



Meet them at neighborhood or school events.



Greet them when dropping your child off at their home.

Communication is key
School-aged children need and want more independence. Good communication, with clear expectations, helps parents and children
trust that what is going on is safe.
Source: HealthyChildren.org

Snow routes are online
School drop off and pick up locations may change in an emergency situation.
If your child rides a bus to school, please become familiar with the snow
route information on the district transportation department’s webpage.

www.everettsd.org
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Family resources
Could you or a family you know use some help? Find information and links to helpful resources on the district’s Parent Tools webpage:


Washington State Library – local and regional information about services and agencies offering help to families in a variety of
ways including food, shelter, clothing, childcare, legal services, employment opportunities, and counseling



Everett Public Schools Kids In Transition (KIT) program – supports homeless children and youth to continue their education



Help for military families



Snohomish Health District for Snohomish County community dental resources for children and adults



United Way of Snohomish County – 2-1-1 is a free telephone number that is your best "first call" to quickly find the right
source of help. The information line is staffed by trained operators from Volunteers of America Western Washingtong who can
connect you to a wide range of community services.

Delayed start or closed schools
If we have to cancel school or delay the start of school, we will use our parent communication system to call in the morning, typically around
5:45 a.m., with a brief message about the reason for closure or delay. We will also use local media and post the message on our website. If
there is no announcement about Everett Public Schools, school is on the regular schedule. More information and resources
for school closures or delays is on the district website under the Parents tab.
In cases of inclement weather or other emergencies, please:



check your email or phone for district messages



listen for media announcements



view the district’s website at www.everettsd.org



watch district Facebook, Twitter or Instagram accounts

www.everettsd.org
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