DWC

October 2018
NEWSLETTER

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY FLORIDA

WWW.DWCManatee.com

Manatee County Democratic Party
Combined Club and Caucus Breakfast
The third annual gathering of Manatee County Democratic
Party clubs and caucuses will be held at IMG Academy . The
event highlight will be a multi-media presentation by Richard Kimball the president of Vote Smart
(www.votesmart.org).
This 4-part 50-minute presentation by Richard Kimball is on
why FACTS MATTER and Voter’s Self-Defense

October Guest
Speaker
Richard Kimball

Manatee County Democratic
Party
Combined Club and Caucus Breakfast

October 9, 2018
@ IMG Golf and Country Club
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy, Bradenton 34210
Brunch is served at 10:00 AM
Please arrive by 9:30 AM

The cost of the breakfast is $20 and is payable by check to the Manatee Democratic
Club. Please send your checks to:
Manatee Democratic Club
11161 SR 70 # 110 PMB 123
Bradenton, FL 34202
Checks must be received by
October 1, 2018

MIDTERM ELECTIONS
ARE HERE!
1

Presidents Convention Notes
The weekend of September 13th -16th was a real pick me up for the next few
weeks ahead of us.
We all need to Get out the Vote!
We had our normal business meeting and passed two resolutions which are included in this newsletter.

We also made some minor adjustments to our By Laws. At this time I will need a
committee to look over our By Laws to update them since they have not been done in many years. I had
to hand them into the state committee and was a little embarrassed. I think the last time they were reviewed completely was 10 years ago.
I will also include the minutes from the convention meeting after the hurricane last year since we only
meet as a state once a year. I will also include the minutes from the last Region Meeting since we are doing everything by conference call and no longer have to travel.

Our speakers at the convention were so dynamic! Grace and Bill Nelson, Terri Rizzo, Stephanie Murphy,
Sean Shaw, Nikki Fried (AG), Jeremy Ring (CFO), Chris King, and many state representatives and senators whose names I cannot remember. Our main speaker Julian Castro could not make it because of Florence.
We should all be proud of our President from the National Federation of Democratic Women a resident of
Bowling Green Kentucky,( Jacque desMarets and Hazel Green know her from their Kentucky DWC Club).
She was an outstanding speaker and had a standing ovation from the crowd. She was amazing.
Sarasota, Charlotte, and Manatee had only two presidents and one Vice President. I hope that we have
others join whoever is the President of Manatee DWC next year.
We cannot have co presidents so it is up to Rachel and Erika to decide what they want to do.
At this time, we will be having all conventions in Orlando at the Rosen Center with each region or clubs
doing one job assignment. This convention by Barbara Grimes was the best organized of all times and
they should all be congratulated.

I was proud of our organization and hope that more of our members will save their money for next year or
maybe we can have a person step up to the plate and organize fund raisers to help defray the cost of the
conventions.
Patty

"Internal GOP Poll: Pelosi Beats Trump in a Head-to-Head Matchup"
"President Trump likes to mock Nancy Pelosi, but a private survey conducted for the
[RNC] finds that she's actually more popular—and beats the president when the midterm election is framed as a contest between the two.
"The internal poll, conducted by Public Opinion Strategies and obtained by Bloomberg Businessweek, asks registered voters who they support 'when the November election is framed by
Trump and Pelosi.' Overall, respondents prefer Pelosi-aligned candidates over Trump-aligned candidates
by 5 points, 50 percent to 45 percent. Among independents only, Pelosi still prevails by a 4-point margin.
The poll was completed on Sept. 2." Bloomberg
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Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee County
September 11, 2018
Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Pat Benson.
The members pledged the flag.
In remembrance of 9/11/2001, Pat read several quotes from famous people regarding that day in history.
Treasurer Joanie Lebaron gave the Treasurer’s Report. The proceeds from the
June Tea Party went to several local candidates: Reverend Golden, Tracy Pratt.
The Program Chair, Jamie Heye, reported on plans for future meetings. October will be a joint Clubs meeting and David Hastings is scheduled to speak on climate change at the November meeting. The Manatee
Players are planned to appear at our December meeting.
The President delivered her report and noted there will be Voter Registration event on 10/6/18 at the site of
the Kiss Statue in Sarasota. She said that on 10/9/18 will be a Joint Clubs meeting at IMG and volunteer
phone banking events for Melton Little on 9/18/18, 9/25/18, 10//2/18, 10/16/18/ and 10/30/18 at the Democratic Headquarters. Pat reminded volunteers to bring their own laptops, computers or smartphones. She
reminded members that the Tracy Pratt campaign is doing virtual phone banking from your computer in
your home. She said to email MikkiSnyder-Hall@msn.com for instruction. She said that the DEC is also
working phone banks for the Vote By Mail push. Pat advised that she will be retiring as President and Erika
Lundquist and Rachel (Mary) Young have volunteered to be Co-Presidents. Pat asked for someone to take
the position Rachel will be leaving, the Recording Secretary.
Before the Guest Speaker, Rosalie Shaffer of the League of Women Voters, spoke, CJ Garcia introduced
Melton Little, Democratic candidate for County Commissioner. Melton spoke briefly about his campaign.
Rosalie Shaffer then went over the FL League of Women Voters Positions on the 13 Proposed Constitutional Amendments on the November 6, 2018 Ballot. She followed the handouts already distributed on
each table about the Amendments and how to research Candidates and Issues.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:28 PM.
M. Rachel Young

Get The Vote Out!
October 9th is the deadline to register to vote in the midterm elections in November.
The 2018 elections are going to be the most important midterms in a
generation! It’s crucial that in the next couple of weeks we ask everyone we know if they are registered to vote. If they haven’t they can
register in person at the Manatee County Election Office, or print a
registration form off the internet and mail it or the easiest way is to
just go on line and google Florida Voter Registration. Be proactive and help GET THE VOTE OUT!
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Rick Scott booed out of restaurant
over Florida's red tide crisis
Posted By Colin Wolf , Orlando Weekly

Florida Governor Rick Scott lasted about 10 minutes at a
restaurant this morning before crowds eventually booed
him out the back door.
Scott, who is currently running for Senate against Democratic incumbent Bill Nelson, was visiting Mojos Real Cuban in Venice, Florida, for a campaign stop when he was
greeted by hundreds of protesters upset about the state's
continuous red tide algae issues.
According to Zac Anderson of the Miami Herald, Scott came in through the back door of the restaurant to
find a crowded restaurant mixed with both supporters and angry protesters. Scott only stayed for about 10
minutes before trying to sneak out.
When asked by a reporter at the event if he would've done anything differently in terms of Florida's water
quality, he said, "We did the right thing."
Scott declared a state of emergency back in July over the state's red tide problem, though it should be noted that this was after he spent the last eight years cutting nearly $700 million from Florida's environmental
agencies (many of which oversee algae outbreaks).

Here’s some insight as to why we
collect food for Our Daily Bread
Our Daily Bread of Bradenton is a community-driven organization devoted to feeding the hungry. We are supported by the churches, individuals like you, support foundations, and numerous other community-oriented organizations.
Organized in 1984, Our Daily Bread is a response to our
community's need to feed the hungry regardless of race,
color, or belief. Since then, with extremely limited resources and space, OUR DAILY BREAD has served over
2,000,000 meals to needy men, women, and children in a
storefront on
14th Street
West in Bradenton, seven days
a week including holidays. Recently we have moved our facilities to the ONE
STOP CENTER at 701 17th Avenue West in Bradenton (Next
to the McKechnie Ball field).
OUR DAILY BREAD serves an average of 250 men, women,
and children daily, 364 days a year.
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Self-described Nazis and white
supremacists are running as
Republicans across the
country. The GOP is terrified
By: Jane Coaston, VOX

In at least five state and national races across
the country, the Republican Party is dealing
with an uncomfortable problem. Their party’s
candidates are either a card-carrying Nazi, a
Holocaust denier, a proud white supremacist,

or all of the above.

In North Carolina, for example, GOP officials are stuck with Russell Walker, a white supremacist running
for the state House of Representatives. According to his personal website (littered with the n-word), he believes that “the jews are NOT semitic they are satanic as they all descend from Satan.”
Republicans in the state have regrets. “This is a very Democratic district, one that we failed to keep our
eye on,” Dallas Woodhouse, executive chair of the North Carolina GOP, told me in an email. “However, we
can’t stop him from running.”
In Illinois, meanwhile, the Republican Party shrugged off Arthur Jones, a candidate for the state’s 3rd Congressional district who boasted of his membership in the American Nazi Party. But Jones won the GOP primary, and now party officials, including ones who called Jones “morally reprehensible” and “a complete
nutcase,” are scrambling to launch a write-in campaign. Jones’s campaign website features a section
called “Holocaust?” in which he argues that the “idea that six million Jews, were killed by the National Socialist government of Germany, in World War II, is the biggest, blackest lie in history.”
In Virginia, the chair of the state GOP resigned earlier this month, reportedly because of alt-right leaning,
pro-Confederate candidate Corey Stewart’s win in the Republican primary. But even Stewart had to disavow Wisconsin’s Paul Nehlen, who is running to replace Speaker Paul Ryan. Nehlen’s too racist for Twitter
and even for Gab, the preferred social media platform of the alt-right. Meanwhile, a California Republican
running for Congress has been making appearances on neo-Nazi podcasts and argues on his campaign
website that “diversity” is a Jewish plot. (The California GOP has disavowed him.)
Racial animus helped fuel the rise of Donald Trump. Since the end of the civil rights movement and under
Republican strategist Lee Atwater’s “Southern strategy” that used racism as an unstated cudgel against
Democrats, the Republican Party itself has played a welcoming host to racial tensions and fears. Simultaneously, it has depicted itself, as conservative columnist Jeff Jacoby put it in 2012, as “the party of colorblind equality and “a party that doesn’t think with its skin.”
But in a year when the left is energized in opposition to Trump, particularly by his policies toward minority
groups and immigrants, and as the GOP tries to hang on to their majorities in Congress and state houses
around the country, state party officials say they do not need racist fringe candidates running for office.
None of these candidates is expected to win in the general election this fall, but they are going to give liberals on the hunt for examples of simmering neo-Nazi and neo-Confederate rhetoric at least five places to
point.
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Senior Voters Are Flocking To Democrats
Amid Trump Chaos
“In CNN surveys conducted in early August and early September,
registered voters who are 65 years of age and up preferred Democratic congressional candidates to Republicans by margins of 20
and 16 percentage points, respectively. CNN is not the only news
organization to report this kind of GOP deficit among seniors. A late
August Washington Post-ABC News survey found that if older voters
were casting their ballots today, they would back Democratic candidates for the House of Representatives over Republican candidates
by a whopping 22-point margin, 57% to 35%. Similarly, a national
poll by Marist College conducted in early September found that among voters 60 years of age and up, they
favored Democratic congressional candidates by a 15-point margin.”

Why Seniors Are Supporting Democrats
The answer to why comes down to broadly speaking, Trump chaos. Older voters don’t like chaos and instability in the government. It can be said that more experienced people have a better understanding of
how damaging chaos can be to a nation. Trump has been nothing, but an unstable ball of chaos and the
Democratic argument that it is time to restore order to our country holds a potential powerful appeal to senior voters.
The shift among seniors is also being driven by healthcare. Seniors strongly oppose the haphazard way
that Republicans tried to repeal Obamacare. The governing without a plan strategy of McConnell and Ryan
has not sat well with seniors, who increasingly view Republicans in Congress as unable to govern and unwilling to check Trump.
As a demographic group, older Americans are the most reliable voters in midterm elections. If those voters
show up and vote for Democratic candidates, Democrats will be in a great position to win both the House
and the Senate.

Rep Ralph Norman R-SC Makes Crude Joke
about Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Rep. Ralph Norman, R-S.C., used his opening remarks at a Thursday debate for South Carolina's 5th Congressional District to make an off-color
joke about Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
"Did y’all hear the latest, late-breaking news from the Kavanaugh hearings? Ruth Bader Ginsburg came out [saying[ that she was groped by
Abraham Lincoln," he said to some laughs and applause.
Norman, who has been endorsed by President Donald Trump, later defended his remarks on Twitter, saying they were "meant to add a bit of levity to a very serious debate between me and my Democrat opponent and
to point to the circus-like atmosphere that Washington, D.C., has become."
"People really need to learn to lighten up,” Norman, 65, wrote in a string of three tweets. “Clearly my opponent understood it that way since for the next hour we engaged in a substantive discussion about our many
differences without mention of my comments.
"Once again, the Democrats and the media have taken an event that was newsworthy for so many substantive reasons and are now only adding more clowns and distractions to the current circus," he wrote.
BY MEGHAN KENEALLY, ABC NEWS
•
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Patty Benson attended
the State DWC
Convention in Orlando
and brought us some
great photos of
members from around
the state.
Senator Bill Nelson
Grace Nelson, President of
Florida DWC
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT “TRUMP”
MEANS IN BRITISH SLANG?
Noun: “ie. slang or vulgar.” The act of breaking wind
audibly. Or more commonly called a “Fart “
Please remember all our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda House. The
Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables,
cereal and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula,
powder, and clothing to name just a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men and
women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon.
Together we can make a difference.

White House Brags About Trump’s ‘Historic Recovery Effort In Puerto Rico’
White House officials on Thursday touted President Donald Trump and his administration’s “historic recovery effort” and “significant progress” in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria devastated the island a year ago.
But even a cursory look at what has occurred over the last year would counter the administration’s glowing
press release, beginning with the nearly 3,000 people who died because of the storm, as reported in a
George Washington University study. Trump has falsely claimed those figures were fabricated by Democrats.
Trump has constantly shifted blame to local officials on the island, as well as Puerto Rico’s financial crisis.
In a notorious visit to Puerto Rico last October to survey the devastation, the president appeared to show a
lack of empathy for storm survivors, making much of the trip about himself.
The administration’s celebratory press release Thursday touted signs of recovery, such as restoring 99
percent of power, water, roads and cellphone service in the year since the storm.
However, these efforts took months on end — for example, much of the island remained without power for
prolonged periods, and the unreliable power grid suffered two outages earlier this year.

A year since Hurricane Maria, conditions for the storm survivors remain dire.
More than 2,000 Puerto Ricans remain homeless or displaced after FEMA ended a transitional housing
program this month.
To add to children’s woes after the storm, Puerto Rico officials shuttered 255 public schools at the end of
the last school year, in part because of the storm and in part due to the island’s financial crisis.
In July, FEMA acknowledged its botched response in a report about its handling of the storm. But there are
still many questions.
FEMA officials earlier this year moved a stockpile of about 20,000 pallets of water outside as a cost-saving
measure. The water bottles became unusable after months in the heat, and the agency only admitted the
problem when a photo of the water bottles went viral this month.
Trump has nevertheless hailed the administration’s handling of the storm. Last week, as Hurricane Florence headed toward the Carolinas, he again praised the administration, saying that “Puerto Rico was an
incredible unsung success” and “unappreciated great job.”
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS
Bill Nelson (D)

202-224-5274

www.BillNelson.senate.gov
Marco Rubio (R)

813-225-7040
202-224-3041

www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

813-287-5035

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)
www.Rooney.house.gov

202-205-5792
941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

