Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 16, 2022
9:30 am & 7:00 pm

Zion Lutheran Church, ELCA
530 Sixth Street
International Falls, MN 56649
218-283-9865
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org
Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand.)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG – Table of Plenty
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by
the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by
the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
(Please be seated.)
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FIRST READING – Isaiah 62:1-5
1

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;
for the LORD delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
5
For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY – Psalm 36:5-10
Refrain

Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep;
you save humankind and animals, O LORD. Refrain
7

How priceless is your love, O God!
All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
8
They feast upon the abundance of your house;
you give them drink from the river of your delights. Refrain
9

For with you is the well of life,
and in your light we see light.
10
Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you,
and your favor to those who are true of heart. Refrain
SECOND READING – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
1

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols
that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit
of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the
Holy Spirit.
4

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but
the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all
of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand.)

(The assembly sings the refrain. A verse is sung by a cantor, followed by a final refrain.)
GOSPEL – John 2:1-11
Response – Glory to you, O Lord.
1

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill
the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some
out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water
that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had
drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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(Please be seated.)

SERMON

Pastor Mark Peters

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please stand.) – Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
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CREED
Along with the church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the
church, the world, and all that God has made.
By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. In this week
of prayer for Christian Unity we pray with our siblings in Christ from diverse cultures,
traditions, and confessions around the world and for the unity of the church. Draw us closer
to our neighbors, especially those we perceive as different or opposed to our perspectives,
beliefs, or values. Pray that we will grow in understanding and respect for one another and
will work together for the well-being of our communities and neighbors in need. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, orchard-keepers,
ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect food and water sources from
destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satisfied. By turning water into wine during the
wedding at Cana, Jesus taught us how deeply God is engaged in every aspect of our human
life – our joys, worries, celebrations, problems and sorrows. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold leadership
positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate decisions that build up safe
and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking and serving the common good. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
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As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of healing for
those in need this day. We pray especially for victims of the tragic house fire in Philadelphia
and for those affected by the political unrest in Kazakhstan. Provide abundantly for all who
are hungry or thirsty, all seeking shelter, and all who seek peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with self-worth,
wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind us that nothing can
separate us from your love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We give
thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the way of courageous
faith. We ask God’s help in righting the injustices that continue in our nation and world. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Please share the peace of Christ with one another without physical contact, then be seated.
A TIME OF REFLECTION
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER (Please stand.)
Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

12

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
All Christians who desire to share in Christ's body and blood, given and shed for the forgiveness
of sins, are welcome to receive the Sacrament.
At this time, open your communion kits and receive the body and blood of Christ,
given and shed for you.
(Please be seated.)
LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION MEDITATION SONG – In This Feast of Love

EUCHARISTIC BLESSING (Please stand.)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of
your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with
the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SENDING SONG – Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

DISMISSAL
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Worship Leaders Today
Preacher
Liturgist
Reader
Communion Steward
Usher
Live Stream/Video
Musician

Pastor Mark Peters
Cathy Lucca
Garner Wiley
Jim Leen
Gordy Lindgren
Briana and Tierney Rousseau
Joe Belanger

Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Dick and Liz Forsythe in celebration of the birthdays
of their daughter Pam and their grandson Bennett.
Prayer Concerns – Dennis Braford, Edie Sandstrom, Rosie Krzoska, Arlene Selsaas, Heidi
Drees, Ruth Melbo, Ron Epley, Jim Stavseth, Mollie Besch and family, Doug Nagle, Tony
Miller, and Kathleen Ganter.
Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7.
Zion’s office hours – The office at Zion is open Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am until 12:00 noon,
and by appointment.
Pastor Mark’s contact info – Email: pastormarkzion@gmail.com

Phone: 651-247-9155

Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving,
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you’d like more information or if
you’re interested in signing up, please contact the church office.
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Annual Reports are due Tuesday, January 18, 2022. The date was changed due to the office
being closed Monday.
Looking Ahead – The Annual Meeting of the congregation will be held Sunday, January 30 at
10:30 following the morning worship service.
Congratulations, Ladd and Lucy Corrin for the birth of their daughter Helen Jeanne Corrin,
born January 5, 2022. Maternal grandparents are Dave and Helen Ramnes; Paternal
grandparents are Bill and Jeanne Corrin. God’s blessings!
Zion SMART Team Update – Due to an increase of covid cases in Koochiching County, our
SMART Team has agreed to “stay the course” and not make any changes to the current plan
at this time:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Masks will continue to be required, even if you’re vaccinated.
Time of Coffee/Fellowship would be served and enjoyed outside if weather permits.
Use communion kits during the service.
No Chancel Choir at this time, but the Zion Chimes may rehearse.
Social distancing will be observed in all areas of the building. Every other row in the
sanctuary can be used and family units may sit together. The dining room can be
utilized for overflow seating if the need should arise.
➢ For weddings and funerals, there will be no congregational singing. Music will be
instrumental and/or vocal solos from the front of the sanctuary.
The SMART Team meets or corresponds regularly to discuss any updates to the policy.
Worship Service Leaders – Would you be interested in ushering, reading the scripture
lessons, being a communion steward, monitoring our live stream, or assisting with leading
Sunday worship services? Please contact the church if you are willing to help with any of
these ministries.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, January 2 – 9:30 am – 17
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7:00 pm – 11

Christ in our Home devotion books for January, February, March 2022 are available by the
ushers stand.
The office will be closed Monday, January 17 for the Martin Luther King, Jr. observance.

GOSPEL MESSAGE – Water Is Life
Many of us are accustomed to having fresh, clean water available whenever we want it. Yet
residents of the city of Flint, Michigan, have not had clean tap water for more than seven
years. And because of global climate change, other people are discovering the catastrophic
and life-altering effects of prolonged drought—not enough water—or greatly increased
flooding—too much water. Water can be an immense force of destruction. Yet, without it,
there is no life. In fact, people protesting the route of the Dakota Access Pipeline, which
would run under part of a lake near the Standing Rock Indian Reservation, adopted the chant
“Mni wiconi,” which means “water is life” in the language of the Dakota Sioux.
Water, both as a symbol and as a physical reality, flows through all of the Bible, from the first
moments of creation to the people thirsting on their journey through the wilderness in
Exodus and through the river in the book of Revelation. In the Gospel of John, water is a
potent symbol of God’s power. If water is life, the one who can walk on water amid a
destructive storm or, in today’s reading, turn water into wine, commands life itself. As Jesus
quietly demonstrates his power over life itself at Cana, we see that in God, life is unlimitedly
abundant. After Jesus’ intervention there was no lack of wine; the wedding party continued
with joy. Perhaps we are so accustomed to everything in our lives being finite and
measurable that we struggle to accept life as it comes to us from God. But again and again in
John’s gospel, Jesus demonstrates that this is what the kingdom of God is like: overflowing,
life-giving, and abundant for all.
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