
  

    

Our miss ion is  to provide f inancia l  ass is tance 
to s tudents  seek ing h igher  educat ion ,  to en-
courage youth  volunteer ism in our  schools 
and communi ties ,  and to ass i st  the economi-
ca l  deve lopment of our communi ties  by in tro-
ducing on the job  tra in ing  and entrepreneur-

i sm to young adul ts .  

Educat ion 

A Ph i l adelphia  County resident a ttending an 
insti tu t ion of h igher learning in Pennsylvan ia 
i s  el ig ib le (only once)  for the scholarship .   
E l ig ib le s tudents may rece ive a  matching grant 
admini s tered through the Negro Educat ional  
Emergency Drive PATH Program (Pi ttsburgh ,  

PA) .  

Economic  Development  

Part icipants in the economic deve lopment 
component select a business ,  ta lk  wi th busi -
ness owners and develop comprehens ive busi-
ness p lans  for fu ture businesses they plan to 
operate themselves.   They learn  how to apply 
for  s tar t  up loans from lending  insti tu tions,  
deve lop knowledge of responsib i l i t ies  associ-
a ted wi th  borrowed money and how to man-

age prof i t .  

Programs 

College Scholarship  provides f inancia l  ass is -
tance to s tudents a ttending h igher  educat ion-

a l  ins ti tu t ions  

Last Dol lar S tipend is g iven upon request ,  to 
former scholarsh ip recip ients who remain in  

co l lege for specia l  educat ional  expenses.  

S tudent Volunteer  Recogn i t ion recogn izes  
s tudents ,  grades K-12 who volunteer in their  

school or communi ty 

Youth on the Job  Tra in ing Program is a bene-
f i t from a paid summer work experience wi th  

loca l  businesses.  
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Networking for Equal Education and Economic 
Development, hereafter referred to as NEEED, is 
a grassroots non profit organization that was es-
tablished to address the educational and econom-
ic concerns of the residents of Philadelphia.  
NEEED of Philadelphia was founded in 1993 by a 
heartfelt dedicated group of concerned citizens 
with a mission to provide financial assistance to 
Philadelphia students seeking to attend an institu-
tion of higher education.  It is through the dedica-
tion of our volunteer members that since our 
inception, the organization has provided scholar-
ships to 138 students.  Of those 138, we have 
provided additional financial assistance to nearly 
half, through the provision of “Last Dollar Schol-

arships”. 

NEEED also encourages volunteerism in our 
young children by awarding savings bonds to stu-
dents in grades K-12, who volunteer in their 
school or community.  Since the inception of our 
Student Volunteer Recognition program, the or-
ganization has recognized and awarded over 68 
students with savings bonds. 
 
In addition to the aforementioned, NEEED is the 
sponsor of the Youth on the Job Training Pro-
gram (YOJTP) and the Youth Entrepreneur Pro-
gram (YEP).  Through partnerships with various 
businesses, young adults are introduced to the 
Economic System, via a structured work environ-
ment with YOJTP or developing a comprehensive 
business plan to become entrepreneurs through 
YEP. 
 
Our organization 
hopes to continue 
to make a difference 
in a student’s pur-
suit of quality higher 
education, as well as 
youth summer em-
ployment opportu-
nities, and entrepre-
neurism.  
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