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A Pongal party!
Nanditha Suresh
Nanditha is a food blogger, qualiﬁed journalist, writer and editor. Her passion for writing

CONTINUE LISTENING: POP OUT PLAYER

includes feature articles, lifestyle, food, and fashion.

February 21, 2017 / by Nanditha Suresh / 0 Comment

Thai Pongal is celebrated at Parliament House
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Australia is truly a melting pot of cultures; home to many varied ethnic communities of the world, the
country has embraced diversity. True to form, the New South Wales State Parliament recently played
host to the Tamil Arts and Culture Association’s (TACA) Pongal festivities.
The Jubilee Hall inside Parliament House was decked in traditional Indian décor, complete with
nadaswaram music playing in the background, banana leaves, sugar cane sticks, mango leaves, kolam,
and an ornate Pongal pot adorning the makeshift stage. It was not just the functional hall that dazzled
in traditional decorations, with many guests and dignitaries, including some Members of Parliament,
seen wearing Indian garb. Colourful saris, silk dhotis and beautifully crafted Indian outﬁts only added
to the revelry.
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Tamil Arts and Culture Association Inc
(TACA, Sydney) held an event in the
heart of Sydney to bring together the
Tamil community to celebrate Pongal!
Read more: http://ow.ly/B96j309c755

A Pongal party!
Falling in the auspicious Tamil month of Thai, the four-day festival Thai Pongal, or Pongal, is a
thanksgiving festival to the Sun God for a bountiful harvest. The event is celebrated by many Tamilians
across the world, from Tamil Nadu in India, to Sri Lanka, as well as Malaysia, Singapore and Mauritius,
among others.
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TACA put together this event, in the heart of Sydney, to bring together the Tamil community to
celebrate this important festival.
This is the second consecutive year of the celebrations being held at Parliament House and the second
time turned out to be a charm for the organisers.
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continue receiving such stellar support from them in the future as well,” said Anagan Babu, Secretary,
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TACA.
The Association’s Pongal festivities also extended to the Federal Parliament in Canberra. For the ﬁrst
time in Australian history, the Pongal festival was celebrated in federal Parliament.
“It was a monumental event for us and this was a proud moment to have national recognition for the

Vote
View Results

YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Tamil festival,” said Babu.

Massive Vibe Live! on Saturday
Showcase
Using music to share the messages of
empowerment and peace, Massive Vibe Live is a
genuine meeting of artists of diﬀerent styles
coming together around a unique, powerful and
universal message. Their latest collaboration
features legendary Bollywood artists KK, Bhoomi
Trivedi, Karthik, and Akriti Kakar. They chat with
Indian Link Radio's Kashif Harrison. Listen to the
full interview:
https://www.mixcloud.com/indianlinkradio/massivevibe-world-radio-day-showcase-indian-link-radio/
In Sydney, the event began with the traditional lighting of the kuthuvilakku (lamp), as several Members
of Parliament, including Dr Hugh McDermott, Member for Prospect, and Julia Finn, Member for
Granville, did the honours. Guests were then treated to a skit by a group of youngsters who spoke of
the signiﬁcance of the festival and how it has changed over the years. The youth also spoke of
adapting the festival while being away from their homeland, or the land of their heritage, while still
maintaining the spirit of the Pongal festival.
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What followed the skit was a true visual treat. A trio of dancers performed the traditional Kavadi
Chindu in Bharatanatyam form. Another dance performance followed, depicting the beauty and pride
of Tamil language and culture.

The event garnered plenty of support not just from the Tamilians in Sydney, but also from other Tamil
community groups and many members of the NSW Legislative Assembly. The new Minister for
Multiculturalism, Ray Williams addressed the gathering and spoke about the importance of
celebrations like these in upholding culture and traditions, and passing on traditional values to the
younger generations.
“Australia is enriched by all the diﬀerent cultures and it’s the diversity that makes us special,” he
added.

Many people associate this festival with a dish that shares its name. Pongal is a rice and lentil
preparation made both in sweet and savoury versions, it is typically made as an oﬀering, along with
items fresh from the harvest, for the festival. At the end of the event, guests received a box of tasty
pongal to savour.
This event brought out the beauty in diversity, showcasing an important festival for Tamilians who call
Australia home.
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