The Bramalea Stamp Club has been involved with meeting with elementary school-aged children for 3
years and has interacted with several hundred children through this initiative.
WHEN? In 2016, 2017 and 2018 and hopefully for many more years.
WHAT? Two teachers from a local elementary school contacted the president of the Royal Philatelic
Society of Canada, George Pepall about the possibility of connecting with stamp collectors who
might come to the school to talk to their elementary grade students about stamp collecting. George
Pepall referred the teachers to the Bramalea Stamp Club website for connection information.
WHY? The teachers were inspired to make contact because of a reading book that had been assigned
for the class curriculum entitled "The Stamp Collector" by Jennifer Lanthier. The book was about
two people corresponding by letter and therefore using postage stamps to send their letters to each
other. The teachers wanted to expand the curriculum around the story by incorporating authentic
resources to bring life to the subject matter, as they explained in their email.
WHO? The two teachers who were inspired to make this contact are Andrew Kinal and Eva
Dillenbeck. Both teachers were at the same school in Brampton in 2016. Andrew teaches art and Eva
teaches French. In 2017, both teachers moved to a different school but chose to keep up the
connection with Bramalea Stamp Club and in 2018, Eva moved to another school but again kept up the
connection. The outcome of the initial contact in 2016 was the Powerpoint Presentation on the
Youth Outreach page, prepared by Ingo Nessel and presented by Ingo, Jerry Piotrowski and
Bramalea Stamp Club President Bob Thorne.
WHERE? In 2016: Both teachers Andrew Kinal and Eva Dillenbeck were at Mount Royal Public School
in Brampton. In 2017 both teachers moved to Gordon Graydon Senior Public School and in 2018, Eva
moved to Southfields Village Public School.

What transpired because of this connection and initiative by two inspiring teachers?
Besides having the Bramalea Stamp Club members attend the school and give their
presentation, the teachers expanded the curriculum surrounding the book and the
presentation by asking the students:
a) to create their own stamp design
b) to provide a reason for how they designed their stamp and what they included in the
design (in French if they were taught by Miss Dillenbeck)
c) to explain what country their stamp represented, why they chose that country and
what value the stamp carried
d) if the stamp was from a country other than Canada, to identify the currency and
language of the country
e) to take the opportunity to look through a box of world stamps donated by many
members of the Bramalea Stamp Club to find stamps from all over the world and to take
some home. With stamps in hand, they may have been able to inspire conversation with
family members who may have collected stamps in their childhood, maybe in a different
country or to connect with others who had an interest in this hobby while also exploring
the vast array of subject matter that is represented on stamps of the world
f) to find stamps from countries where they have a family history and to put these on a
world map to show the diversity of family origins within their classes

What were the immediate benefits of this initiative in the curriculum?

Not only did the students learn something about stamp collecting and
postal history from experienced collectors, this initiative combined
aspects of art and drawing, communication and literacy to explain the
reasoning for their artistic stamp design, world history and geography to
inform themselves about a country and its location in the world, as well
as the currency and language of the country while also engaging in social
interaction with adults outside of their families who are enthusiastic
about the popular world-wide hobbies of stamp collecting and postal
history.

In addition the World Stamp Community took notice

The teachers shared the stamp designs the students produced with the
Bramalea Stamp Club members and the members were extremely impressed
and passed the positive outcome to various other Societies, including the Royal
Philatelic Society. Because of the success and quality of the stamp designs
produced by the students in 2016, a representative sample of the designs was
taken by members of the Bramalea Stamp Club and Kathy Hartley, the Vincent
Graves Greene Philatelic Research Foundation Librarian to the World Stamp
Show in New York City to showcase before world-wide collectors.
The initiative and student stamp design story were showcased in an article in
the Canadian Stamp News in 2016 and in the Canadian Philatelist.
Kathy Hartley provided the students and school with feedback about their
artwork and the whole initiative from the New York Show which in turn thrilled
the children.

Long-term goals of continuing this initiative

This initiative by two local teachers in Brampton has turned into a huge success
due to their creativity in bringing together their ideas and some very special
people to connect with the students. While the initial contact was unexpected
by the Bramalea Stamp Club, the success of the connection has been
inspirational for all involved. Having participated for three years with different
ages of students, at different schools, the Bramalea Stamp Club is thrilled to
have reached several hundred children and hope that they can continue to work
with these teachers to inspire students about stamp collecting and postal
history as a way to communicate, learn about history and geography, culture
and art and to share their love of the hobby. If we can share this initiative with
other schools, groups and philatelists around the world, many more may be
inspired.

