If you were getting used to me reading large sections of 1 Corinthians each week, 


this week might seem like a bit of a shock.  

Only 3 verses.  

Don't worry, 


next week we will cover the other 28 of chapter 12.  

Which should also seem weird, 


because most translations divide chapter 12 up into two sections. 



1-11 



and 12-31.  

So why am I only doing verses 1-3?  


It is because I am following the wisdom of Gordon Fee, 



a Biblical Scholar and Teacher 


who wrote the commentary on 1 Corinthians.

He spent time in the text 


and concluded that everything that follows in chapter 12, 



flows from verses 1-3.  


He also saw the text building up to the main conclusion in chapter 14.  

With this in mind, 


he felt that verses 1-3 had to be heard on their own, 



before they were swallowed up by everything else, 



all the minutia, 



the different settings, 



the various positions.

What is the thing that needed to be established?  


It is the point of all of this.  



It was the reason the church gathered 



and the reason that we gather.  

It was 

and is to proclaim 


that Jesus is Lord!  

How do we do this, 


only through the Spirit of God, 


the Holy Spirit.  

That is the only way we can say, 


“Jesus is Lord.”  

Our other scripture readings today reinforce that reality.

This all seems fairly straight forward, 


basic, 


and simple, 



until we see it lived out.  


Then we know that it is not simple and straight forward.  

Even translating these three verses is not simple and straight forward.  

We are now in a section where Paul is talking to the Corinthians about spiritual things.  


He is talking to people who think of themselves as very spiritually advanced.  



So much so, 




that some think Christ has already returned, 



because of the great spiritual powers 




that they find themselves possessing and using.

These are the people Paul is writing to.  


But he is not necessarily talking about spiritual gifts exclusively in verse 1



as the NIV translates it.  

They are part of what Paul wants to talk about, 


but the gifts themselves have a different name.  

Verse 1 uses the word, “pneumaticon”.  


Pneuma should sound familiar 



to all the people who use an air compressor to create pneumatic power 




for their sockets or drills.  



Things are changed by the power of the wind.  


Verse 1 should be read as just Spiritual 



or Spiritual beings.  

Verse 4, 


when talking about particular gifts, 



uses the term charismaton, 



or charisma, 




where we get the term charismatic.  

This refers to the particular things we are able to do, 


because the Holy Spirit rests upon us. 


The gifts of the Spirit. 

But that is not what Paul is worried we will be ignorant about.  


He is worried that the Corinthians are misunderstanding their actual spiritualness, 



that they are Spiritual entities 



and that as such, 




there are things they need to get right.

So in talking about their Spiritualness, 


Paul reminds them of their former position.  



When they did not have the Spirit of the Living God living within them, 




they were able to do some of the very things they are able to do now.  



They were able to speak in tongues, 



have ecstatic experiences, 



have the out of body experience.  

They were able to do all these things, 


when they were influenced and led by pieces of wood, 


clay 


or metal.  



All things that do not have the power to speak.  

Paul is again pulling back the veil 


for the people to see those other spirits that are at work in our world, 



when we give them power, 


through all kinds of things.

We are giving all kinds of things, 


all kinds of power in our world right now.  

As we are doing so, 


we may want to ask ourselves the questions Paul highlights in verse 3.  



Does this spirit that we are following, 



this spirit that is transforming the face of our culture, 




does it lead us to say, 





“Jesus be cursed!” 





or “Jesus is Lord!”?

Paul and we know, 


that nothing of God could say the first. 

And those of us who know and love God, 


are always baffled by how anyone in the world 



does not see clearly that Jesus is Lord.  


But we then remember, 



there was a time in most of our lives 




where we did not see Jesus as clearly as we do today.  

Since this is true, 


we then need to ask ourselves the follow up question, 



why do we give power to things other than Jesus?  



Why do we use our gifts and talents on things 




that do not proclaim that Jesus is Lord?  


Why do our lives constantly proclaim other things rule our life?  


Whether that be money, family, power, time, influence, or prior commitments.

Jesus is Lord over all these things.  


All these things can be used to glorify and proclaim 



that Jesus is Lord.  

They can also be used to proclaim that something else is Lord of our life.  


That is what Paul is setting up.  

The Corinthians have been having these worship services 


where people are speaking in tongues at the top of their lungs, 


multiple people at a time, 



with no one to interpret, 


and proclaiming that they are worshipping God.  

But the focus has not been to build up the church, 


the body of Christ.  

It has focused on celebrating how Spiritual everyone is.  


They may have even uttered a curse upon Jesus in the process, 



but that was overlooked, 


because one was in the spirit being spiritual.



But they were able to do these same things when worshipping idols.

Paul is establishing that the Spirit of God will lead you one way, 

other spirits will lead you another.  


Both can be at work in this gathering. 



But the other spirits, 




can not say, 





“Jesus is Lord,” 


because unlike human beings, 



who the Spirits have sworn their allegiance to 




determines their life completely.  

The Corinthians understood this better than we do.  


Because saying that Jesus is Lord 



was a world changing statement. 

The world around them said Caesar was Lord.  


To say otherwise was treason.  

Treason was not dealt with lightly.  


That is what the Jews wanted Jesus crucified for.  


For trying to usurp the place of Caesar.  

Spirits can not say that Jesus is Lord, 


unless they are under Jesus' direction, 


leadership, 


and will for their every action, 

not just ones they choose for one hour, 


one day a week.  

Their whole lives are under Jesus' rule.  


Each second, 


each thought.  

So there is no double crossing.  


It is a true or false question for Spirits.  


Not multiple choice, 


not essay, 



just true or false, 




Jesus is Lord.

If it is true, 


then the Spirit can only do what Jesus leads them to do.  

If it is false, 


the Spirit can not lead them fully in the way of Christ.  

It will always at least twist Christ's intentions 


or perfection a little, 



so that Christ is not glorified.

We live in a very spiritual world.  


So much so, 



that we try to pretend the divide is between people who believe in spirits




 and those who don't.  

We all have friends who are “very spiritual people.”  


They meditate, 


pray, 


center, 


and focus themselves on positive energy 



more prolifically than some of us  do on Jesus.  

The world asks us to accept them as good people 


because they are spiritual, 


so they are on the right track.  

The Corinthian church was full of spiritual people, 


but Paul is chastising, 


not celebrating them for this.  

That is not where the divide is at, 


it is who is in charge of the spirits that are leading the Spiritual people.  


Who do the Spirits declare is Lord?  



It could be money, 



power, 



love, 



kindness, 



hate, 



good will, 




or any other negative or positive thing in the world.  

But if it is not Jesus, 


we missed the boat 


and the point.

Paul is writing, 


so that the Corinthians can see where they are being misled 


and then use their speaking in tongues and other gifts well.  

This basic litmus test 


will rule out many of the things that will follow in the chapters to come.  

It will also rule out many of the things that we are prone to do, 


if we are willing to let Jesus be the exclusive Lord of our lives, 



as we proclaim him to be.  

If we decide not to, 


we can let all kinds of other things win.  

But only one of them will win in the End.  


That is Jesus.  


Because He is Lord.  

We know that, 


because the Holy Spirit has made that plain to us.  

Now may we let the Holy Spirit work in our lives 


so that our very lives 



plainly proclaim that same reality to the world around us.

12
Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
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