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Your wife calls you into the bathroom in a
surprised tone (almost as if she has seen
a scary bug). You rush in ready to squash
the life of another spider only to find that
she is holding a positive pregnancy test.
9 months until baby arrives!
Your pastor, one Sunday morning in October, stands before the church, and announces
that he will soon leave to pursue another calling as a missionary. While you support his effort and are sad to see him go, you think: “How long will I wait this time for a new pastor?”
Waiting. That unpredictable, seemingly unyielding, and – sometimes - irksome part of life.
We all have had to wait for something in our lives, but how often do we wait well? As we
enter a time without a senior pastor I would have us consider these four ideas to help us—
Individually and as a church—wait well.
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Worship - God is still sovereign even if Northside is without a lead pastor. What we should
remember is that even if we are without a head shepherd, we still have a Great Shepherd.
His glory has not diminished and is still worthy of our praise. We must still make worship of
our God a priority.
continued on page 2

Mission in Colombia
Page 2

Planting Time
Page 4

Kids and Youth
Page 5

Northside Women
Pages 8-9

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

In the Waiting (continued from page 1)

The Vision

May 2019

Assist - The needs of others still remain. That homeless
person you drive past still needs assistance. Why not offer to buy him food? The shut-in still needs a visitor and
a friend. That couple who just had a miscarriage still
needs the comforting presence of a Christian friend.
Let us look for the needs of others and be willing to assist when we see a need.
Implore - The need for prayer still exists. Pray for your
search team that they pursue, with endurance, the
man that God has for Northside. Pray for the needs of
others. Pray that unbelievers will come to Him. Pray for
your own sins and confess them with a penitent heart.
Tell - Tell others the good news of Christ. The command to fulfill the Great Commission hasn’t changed
or become annulled. Sinners still need to hear that God
loves them and has made a way for them. How will
they know unless they have heard?
W.A.I.T.
Ultimately, the Christian life is waiting. More so than just
the banal daily waiting of a traffic jam, the longing to
meet your newborn, or the arrival of a new senior pastor. Even more so, we wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus in His full glory (Titus 2:13). Ever since Christ has departed us after the Resurrection we, as Christians, have
awaited his return. And yet, even without the presence
of our Lord we are still commanded to worship, assist,
implore, and tell. May we, individually and as a church
body, be known for waiting well.

Members’ Meeting May 19
Every other month, Northside members enjoy a meal
together prior to hearing reports from various ministry
teams during the meeting. Plan to bring a
dish for our family meal at 5 and stay for the
meeting at 6. Childcare provided.
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Whites on Mission in Colombia
Note: Kevin and Karen White will be our featured missionaries for Vacation Bible School this summer. Last
year, Karen was our Children’s Director during VBS. This
year she is serving on the field in Colombia, ministering with her husband Kevin and their children as they
serve Venezuelan refugees. The following article is an
excerpt from their website: whitesonmission.com.
WE CAME TO SERVE
If you have been following us from the beginning of just
joined us you probably already know we are serving
the Venezuelan people in Colombia.
How are we serving?
Of course it goes without saying that Kevin’s position
with Samaritan’s Purse allows him to serve the people
every day in providing food for the Venezuelan people. Most recently, his position has changed from working with the Caminantes (walkers), especially with the
two shelters we have along the route where the Venezuelans receive a hot meal, a safe place to stay, and
supplies for the rest of their trip (backpacks, hats and
gloves, toiletry kit, and more) to now working with large
food distributions only because of the great need. He
was overseeing this before, but it was a small part of his
work. Well, that’s all changed, and it is something that
has really taken off. He works with his team to distribute food to displaced Venezuelans who have resettled
here in Colombia and Colombians that have had to
move because of the ongoing local conflicts with different guerilla groups. It’s exciting because he is travelling now along the frontier from the Caribbean Ocean
to the Amazon, setting up distributions and helping to
share the Gospel through this ministry.
When Karen heard this she was saddened that we
would not be spending as much time at the shelters
but that is not the case at all. We are still very involved
with the shelters and are serving there often. We are
able to serve perhaps even more because we are going at different times, so we are able to serve the staff
too since they are daily loving on the Caminantes. Because of our trips to Berlin, Benjamin and Andrew now
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have two little friends that live there. Their mom is the
shelter coordinator, and because it is a very rural farm
community, the girls are teaching the boys how to play
with their three goats!
Kevin oversees the food and kitchens at the shelters so
not only does he get to write grants to different organizations like the UN for food but he also gets to have
construction completed on his kitchens. He is excited
because the other change that has happened is similar to when he left his job at Indy. He was designing a
new large high-tech warehouse with his last company,
and misses that part of the work. That should be opening about now there, but he has found that all of that
work he did for that project, God was preparing him for
here. He has helped to design and put together two
large warehouses here from scratch, and now Samaritan’s Purse is moving into a new office tomorrow! God
is working in so many ways where even small little things
that we look back, God is faithfully showing us how He
was really guiding us to here!
In March while a WONDERFUL mission team from OKLAHOMA was serving in Cucuta we had the privilege of
having them over for dinner (see our other article) and
Karen was able to lead the team to the shelter in La
Donjauna. This was a special time for the team but also
for Karen. She loves serving others and with the busy
boys she has not had a lot of time to do this on her own.
When the boys started school she was able to go
through, wash, and organize clothes we brought as
well as clothes Andrew had grown out of. One Friday
Karen was able to go to the shelter and hand out children’s socks, underwear and shoes. Some items are
hand-me-downs and some are new.
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We were able to spend time at the Shelter in Berlin
(which was very cold when we passed through - 45
degrees. I know, I know, but everyone here is used to
90 degrees now). We were able to explain how the
electric blankets worked that the Oklahoma mission
team donated to the staff, since they had never seen
anything like it before. We arrived the same time that
food was being delivered by another ministry that was
started by a Food Network star. We then had fun chasing each other down the mountain as they made stop
at other locations, and we stopped for pictures, diaper
changes, and sharing with the Venezuelans. God has
perfect timing.
Other than the SP shelters we are serving in our church.
First Baptist Cucuta is a blend of local Colombians and
Venezuelans that live here and also a lot of transient
Venezuelans. Our church changes every Sunday as
we meet new folks that we may never see again as
they continue through, and are grateful for the ones
who make up the membership. The boys keep us on
our toes meeting everyone as they make friends with
the other kids, and oftentimes the adults too. We are
grateful for our pastor and his wife. They have created
a very mission minded church that is focused on serving others. Karen has a meeting this week to help them
in their children’s area. Northside Baptist, she has a few
ideas she used at NBC for FBC.
Thank you again for your donations through our website to allow us to serve as a family. When we see a
need, we are able to give because you gave.

Karen was able to pass on a pair of shoes that her Aunt
Donna bought for her grandsons and then were passed
on to my boys. They fit perfectly on a few Venezuelan kids she met! Karen was also able to pass out new
PaPa Phil black socks! The men were happy to have
an extra pair to have along their trip. I think that PaPa
is walking with them, and would love to know that even
his socks are a ministry!
This past weekend we had a three day weekend which
was much needed. It took us on a 5-6 hour trip from
Cucuta to Bucaramanga. It would take a caminantes
about 10 days to walk the path that we drove in that
time! Before we left, we made a large thermos of
strong black coffee, bought cases of water and treats.
All along the way, we stopped and shared with the
people we saw walking. It was hard to see the small
children, but it is such a blessing when you see how
grateful they are for even a small cup of coffee and an
orange. This is one way we use our donations that are
given through our website.
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It’s Planting Time

by Vivian Noggle, Covenant Foods Ministry Leader
I start thinking about planting tomatoes early in April. In
mid-April, when we have a warm day, I begin preparing my garden. I pull up any plant debris and leaves remaining from last year. Then a helpful neighbor comes
to till the soil for me. Next, I make a trip to the nursery to
buy my plants. I prefer large meaty tomatoes so I pass
by the cherry and grape type plants. I purchase three
or four varieties each year. I love the names, Big Boy,
Beefmaster, Better Boy, Early Girl, and Park’s Whopper.
I really get anxious about a week before May. Checking the extended weather forecast, I determine when
it is safe to plant without the danger of frost. The day
finally arrives! I receive great satisfaction in digging the
hole deep so that only the topmost leaves are above
ground. I cut off all the lower leaves and place the
small plant in the hole. I add some fertilized potting soil
to the garden dirt and gently fill in all around the plant.
Spacing the plants three feet apart, I do this for 12-15
plants. I then water the tomatoes and begin waiting.
What excitement when I see the first yellow blossoms,
and then the first tiny green tomato appears. Watching, watering sparingly, weeding and waiting takes a
few months. With anticipation of the first juicy taste of
a red ripe home-grown tomato, time seems to move
slowly. But…the harvest finally comes and then continues for weeks. It’s definitely worth the wait.
At Covenant Foods, it’s much the same process. We
plant seeds of the Gospel with our guests. Then each
month, as they return, we check their progress and
growth. As gardening involves cultivating, planting,
watering, pruning, protecting and harvesting; so, too does sharing Christ and coming
alongside our guests at the pantry. We know
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that God does the Saving. We are the seed planters.
We pray for and with our guests and rejoice when their
faith takes root.
I Corinthians 3:7 “So neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything, but only God who makes things
grow.”
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NK Recharge Retreat

Saturday, May 18, 2019
9 AM - 12 PM
(lunch will be provided)
at Northside Baptist Church
All current Northside Kids volunteers and anyone who is interested in helping is invited to
come to this important event!

Student Fusion Camp: Restored is for students
who have completed grade 6 - 12.

Cost: $250 if paid by May 2, $285 if paid by June 3.
(Scholarships are available – contact Nate Brock for
details)
Register at scbi.campbrainregistration.com
Student Fusion will equip and challenge students to understand what it means to be Restored. Join us for Student Fusion Camp 2019 as we see how God brought
redemption through Jesus Christ. We must admit our
sinfulness, repent and believe. When wedo, God restores our relationship with Him and helps us navigate
in a broken world.

CAMP PASTOR: RAYDEN HOLLIS
Rayden is a church planter in the St. Louis area. He and
his wife Sarah have three kids: Kaleb, Nathan, and Aubri Jane. Rayden is passionate
about living everyday life for
Jesus, and he is excited to pastor Red Hill Church in Edwardsville, IL. He is an engaging story
teller and a passionate evangelist. He believes that this
generation has the opportunity to finish the task and usher
in the return of Jesus. Rayden
believes that there has never been a better
time to be alive, a better time to serve the local church, or a better equipped generation
to reach the world for Jesus.
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Reflections on a Godly Mother

by Barbara Cross, Vision Editor
Mother’s Day is a bittersweet time if your mother
has passed away. This fall marks 40 years without my
mom, yet her influence on me has lasted a lifetime. I
was just a toddler when she and my dad became believers, and though I don’t remember it, I know from
piecing together their stories that their marriage was
getting a bit rocky before they asked God for help.
My dad heard about a local church that was having
a guest speaker – a former Catholic priest. My mom
was, at that time, studying the catechism of the Catholic church, searching for answers in religion. When they
went to hear this special speaker, something clicked
within each of my parents. It suddenly became clear
that there is nothing we can do to earn our own salvation. Jesus paid it all. They committed their lives to Jesus
Christ and began looking for a church.
My earliest memory is of our family being members
of Berean Gospel Temple, a church at the corner of
13th Street and Carrollton in Indianapolis. Our pastor,
Ford Porter, was the author of a well-circulated gospel
tract, “God’s Simple Plan of Salvation”. My dad had a
background in the printing industry, so he got involved
in the church’s effort to print and distribute the tracts.
My mom, the mother of five, had a great passion for
learning the Bible and teaching children. As her youngest, I tagged along to get-togethers for teachers where
mom and the others would create all the visual aids
for teaching the Bible lessons. Flannelgraph may be a
relic of the past, but it holds a fond place in my heart.
I watched as my mom would captivate a group of
young learners, bringing stories to life from the pages of
scripture. She didn’t limit her teaching to Sunday morning; she opened our home to the kids in the neighborhood throughout the week, sharing the gospel through
stories and songs.
When I was five years old, mom was invited to
teach at Camp Berean in Martinsville, Indiana. My
older siblings were campers that week, but I stayed in

My earliest memories of church were at Berean
Gospel Temple at the corner of 13th & Carrollton.
The building was torn down when the interstate was built in downtown Indianapolis.
The church moved and became Lifegate.
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Mom at age 20

Mom and me when I was a baby

a separate cabin with mom because I was below the
age 7-12 requirement. But I got the full camp experience of Bible classes, hiking, crafting and fun activities.
In the dining hall we would quote 1 Corinthians 10:31
before every meal, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” On
the last night of camp, we sat around the campfire for
a time of singing, testimony and message. That night
the camp pastor spoke about Barabbas, the man who
was condemned, but released by Pilate in place of Jesus. Barabbas was a guilty man who deserved to die,
but Jesus died in his place. That night I realized I wanted
Jesus to forgive my sins and be the one who died in my
place. At the invitation, I got up and joined the group
that had come forward. My mom and Mrs. Rheeling,
my teacher from Junior Church, pulled me aside and
knelt on each side as I prayed and asked Jesus to be
my Savior. I was later baptized by Pastor Porter when
we were back at church. (I remember they put a cement block in the baptistry for me to stand on so my
head would be above water.)
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Reflections on a Godly Mother (continued from page 6)
It’s amazing to think of the role my mom played in
both my physical birth and in my spiritual birth. She was
the greatest formative influence in my life.
When I got a little older and started school, my mom
became ill. She was bed-ridden for most of my years in
elementary school. She was unable to go to church, let
alone teach children the way she loved to do. I would
often stay home to look after her while the rest of the
family went to church. There was a time when I was 12
years old and she called me into her room and asked
me to pray for her because she felt like she was dying.
I began to pray. There was a particular prayer I often
prayed for my mom – that she would live long enough
to see my first child. As I was praying, the room began
to shake violently. I looked around at the walls, wondering if they were about to cave in on us. But then it
stopped, and Mom said she felt better. (The news later
explained that there had been an earthquake that
rocked 19 states). From that day forward, she began to
improve. Dad found a doctor who diagnosed her condition and started a medication that seemed to help.
By the time I was in high school, she was back in church
regularly.
I met my husband Bob at church
when we were both
16 and we started
dating our senior year
of high school. He
proposed on the night
we graduated and
we were married that
fall.
We both started
volunteering in the
church’s bus ministry
and teaching children with my mom. It
was such a sweet, fullcircle experience. A
couple of years later, God blessed us with Darcy, the
first of our four children. But my mother’s health started
declining when Darcy was only a year old. Mom was
diagnosed with cancer and passed away less than a
month before the birth of our second daughter. I didn’t
realize it immediately, but I do now. God answered my
prayer so specifically and gave me eleven more years
with my mom – even allowing me to teach alongside
her. She was able to see and hold (and spoil) my first
child.
What a blessing to have a mother who pointed me
to Christ and to know I will see her again in His presence. It’s an awesome responsibility to all of us who
raise children to faithfully train them up in the way they
should go.
Praise God for godly mothers, fathers and teachers
who build a household of faith!

Mom was sick and bed-ridden for most of my elementary school years.

The day I prayed for my mom to recover, the room
began to shake. The daily paper revealed a logical
explanation, but it meant a great deal more to me.

My mom and dad with Darcy on her first
birthday.
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by Kala Slack, Women’s Ministry Leader

“…But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that
lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members
may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body
of Christ and each one of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12: 21-27

Women’s
Ministry
Team

Kala Slack

Rachel Brock

Sara Beth Furey

How do you begin this process of knowing the members of your church? You
meet them, you see them, you have coffee or tea with them, you ask them
questions, you bring them meals, you study with them, you cry with them, you
build trust with and in them. This is where our 3 areas of focus come into play.
As a ministry we have decided that we needed to provide more opportunities for the women at Northside to know one another. We have chosen to
start with Spiritual Health, Outreach (Inside and Outside our church), and Fellowship.
It is our hope that you have been able to see how each event we plan and
every bible study we do is intentional, planned, and focused on this vision of
Being Known.

Phyllis Rudisill

Peggy Abram

Spiritual health – The women’s ministry hosts a class Sunday Mornings, Bible
studies through the week (more to come), and new this year a Summer Book
Club. These events will help us Know Jesus.
Fellowship Events - Meet Me for Tea is purely a social initiative within our
church. It is a way for women to come into a relaxed environment, share a
meal, and participate in activities that foster relationships. It is truly a great
time. These events help us Know the people inside our church.

Kathy Martine

Linda Loveless

Outreach Events – As a ministry we planned a baby shower for the Church to
participate in that supported a young woman who sought help through Life
Centers. You will see more opportunities like this for service and outreach in
the Fall. Service together helps us Know those outside our church walls.
Meeting Needs – As a ministry we have also committed to helping members
and regular visitors of our church with Meal Trains. For those who have who
have recently had a child, are recovering from surgery, or have suffered a
loss of a loved one, this is one way we can be the hands and feet of Jesus
Christ and meet their needs. We need your help in Knowing who these people are, so feel free to reach out to Kala Slack or Sara Beth Furey if you know
of a need.

Christina Rees
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Women’s Ministry Vision
In August 2018 the Women’s Ministry Team set out to have a clear objective
for women at Northside throughout the 2019 calendar year. After a brainstorming session where we worked together to identify both the strengths
and opportunities for this ministry, we came up with one overarching theme
and 3 very specific areas of focus. The theme for this year is, “Being Known.”
The truth is we don’t know one another. We have our close friend circles and
we smile at each other every Sunday Morning, but is this enough? Can we
truly love, help, and serve each other without Knowing the needs of people?
Are you going to come to an event if you don’t Know anyone going? We as
a ministry found ourselves unable to serve the people we see every week if
we didn’t know them – Hence our theme.

Jan Jeter
Interested in joining us?
Contact Kala Slack.

Our ultimate hope is to spur others to take real engagement with one another seriously and personally. We, together, make up the body of Christ, and
knowing one another can help us get closer to how a health body should
function.
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Finding unexpected strength when disappointments leave you shattered.
(by Lysa Terkeurst)
In our upcoming summer book club we
will read and discuss Lysa’s latest book
that was written from a very raw place
in her spiritual journey. Demonstrating
how God can pick up the pieces following devastating experiences in our lives,
this book addresses a broad range of
examples of God’s healing power.
Please pick up a book through your favorite retailer and join us beginning May
30 at 7 PM or May 31 at 9 AM.
Read chapter 1 before the first session.
We will read 1 chapter per week for discussion. Meeting biweekly.

Book Club Schedule
Read chapter 1 before
Read chapters 2 & 3
Read chapters 4 & 5
Read chapters 6 & 7
Read chapters 8 & 9
Read chapters 10 & 11

Thursday, May 30 at 7 PM or Friday, May 31 at 9 AM
Thursday, June 13 at 7 PM or Friday, June 14 at 9 AM
Thursday, June 27 at 7 PM or Friday, June 28 at 9 AM
Thursday, July 11 at 7 PM or Friday, July 12 at 9 AM
Thursday, July 25 at 7 PM or Friday, July 26 at 9 AM
Thursday, August 8 at 7 PM or Friday, August 9 at 9 AM

Meet Me for Tea:
Saturday, June 1, 11 AM

A new tradition has begun for Northside Women.
Come to the FIreside Room in the Christian Life Center,
bring a salad to share and bring your favorite tea or
coffee cup. This is a great opportunity to meet and get
to know each other better.

Creative Crafting: Wood Signs
May 16 at 6 PM in Kids Cove

Join us for a fun evening of fellowship and creativity
at our next Creative Crafting event on the third Thursday of May. This is a FREE project. We will be painting
wood signs. Boards and supplies are available, or bring
your own. Bring a food item to share and bring a friend.
Meeting in Kids Cove -entrance at the back
of the building (south side).
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast:
Tuesdays at 7:30 AM
Fireside Room
All men are welcome to attend our weekly prayer
breakfast in the Fireside Room in the Christian Life
Center. Come and gather with the men of Northside and pray for the needs of the church.

Prayer Opportunities at Northside

Wasn’t it amazing to have our whole
congregation praying in unison during the Forty Days of Prayer leading up
to Easter? Let’s keep the momentum
as we move through the summer. We
have regular opportunities to gather for
prayer. In addition to the Men’s Prayer
Breakfast outlined above, here are
some more ways you can be plugged
in to pray.

SUNDAY: UPPER ROOM PRAYER
DURING WORSHIP (10:30 AM)

During the Sunday morning worship service, two volunteers meet in the prayer
room to pray for the service, for those
who are attending and for the church
body.

WEDNESDAY PRAYER MEETING

Through the month of May, John Reeder
is continuing the gathering for adults in
the Fireside Room at 6:30 PM Wednesdays.

THURSDAY: WOMEN’S PRAYER

Glenda Watkins leads a weekly prayer
ministry for our women on Thursday
mornings at 9 AM in the Prayer Room,
D105. (Does not meet on 3rd Thursday.)

SATURDAY (2ND, 4TH AND 5TH)

On the 2nd, 4th and 5th (if applicable)
Saturday of each month, we come together to pray. Join us between 8:00
and 9:00 AM as we pray for
our church, our ministries, our
staff and our Search Team.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Our Staff
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor
Janice Morrow
jmorrow@northsideindy.org
Grade School Coordinator

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Welcome new member!
Judy O’Neil
Judy completed our
Membership
Matters class
and became
a member in
March.

JOY Luncheon for senior adults on May 16
will feature BBQ as the main dish. Bring your sides and bring a
friend. We will hear some testimonials from a few who have experienced
the Honor Flight and we’ll remember those who have gone before us.

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Shepherding a Child’s Heart - D110
(April 14, 28 and May 5)

Dickerson:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Young Adults:
Sunday eve. 863-307-9492
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

