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THE MEADOWS SCHOOL 8TH GRADER LAWRENCE ZHANG WINS 40TH ANNUAL NEVADA STATE SPELLING BEE
Las Vegas, Nevada, March 11, 2019  –  While not his most difficult word of the day, Lawrence Zhang triumphed over 37 Nevada district champion spellers by correctly spelling “penne” at Saturday’s 40th Annual Nevada State Spelling Bee held at The Meadows School.
Douglas County 7th grader Morgan Salvador gave Zhang a run for his money, finally misspelling liturgical in the 13th round. Nerves seemed to wreak havoc with several extremely well-prepared champions from all over the state, while others kept a cool head finally succumbing to words not on their study list. 

Lawrence will travel to Washington, DC in late May to compete in the Scripps National Spelling Bee. Expenses will be paid for by this year’s sponsors, Greenspun Media and Downtown Summerlin restaurant Public School 702.  UMC, The Public Education Foundation, Sam’s Club and 10e Media also supported this year’s bee.   

Of the more than 80,000 5th through 8th graders from thirteen school districts who began their quest for the coveted trip to Washington, DC in the early fall, only 43 qualified for the March 9th state bee. Students from all grades competed against one another in this championship spelling bee. Kendall Tenney, Las Vegas Now co-host and 10e Media Founder & CEO was the official pronouncer. Judges included John Waldron, The Center; Sandie Boyadjian, UMC; and Darlene Miller, MJ Christensen Diamonds.  

For more information on the Nevada State Spelling Bee, including our 2019 champions, visit NVSpellingBee.com. Additional information about the National Spelling Bee can be found at www.spellingbee.com.    
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