                      2nd Church-- “Smyrna”   
Smyrna was located 35 miles from Ephesus.  It was the Second Church Period, from 100 A.D.

to 313 A.D. 
                                 This is the period of Persecution.

For the background to this Church, read the corresponding Church Letter, Philippians.
Also the Parable to this Church is Mt. 13: 24-30 “ The Tares & The Wheat.”
(There is a mixture of those who say they are Christians and those who really are Christians.-)

The name Smyrna means  - “Myrrh”- an ordinary perfume. Myrrh was used in the anointing oil of the tabernacle, and in embalming dead bodies.

While the Christians at Smyrna were experiencing the bitterness of suffering, their faithful testimony was like Myrrh or sweet perfume to God.!!

Read the Chapter ( Revelation 2:8-11)

Smyrna was a very wealthy city.  Not much is known about the Church other than it was very faithful during the Persecution period, which was the greatest ever known.  Satan

tried to drown it because it was evident the Gospel was spreading all over !
-( but the more he persecuted the church, the more the church overcame!  So Satan  learned that persecution will not stop Christianity and he let go.)
Some of the Persecutions:
1. - Public burning of the Scriptures.-(they would confiscate them and make a big spectacle.)
2.- Christians  were fed to the lions. –(it was amusement-entertainment).
3. -Christians were Crucified. 
4. -Christians were covered with animal skins and tortured to death by wild dogs. 
5. -Christians were covered with tar & set on fire to serve as torches. (at parties).
6. -Christians were boiled in oil & burned at the stake.

Historians estimate there was over 5 million martyred during this period of time.
It was a thriving Church in spite of all the persecution.  In fact the Church reached great numbers and distinguished itself by production of many hand copied Scriptures and translated them into many languages.-(the NIV and NKJ were later verified to these copies.)
The church had gone somewhat underground and it’s love for the Lord grew & grew!!
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Title:
V=8 -”to the Angel of the church”--(remember -the word Angel means  messenger.
  “These are the words of Him Who is the First and the Last, Who died and came to life again”-

- ( Christ is portrayed as the Eternal One, Who suffered death at the hands of His persecutors and then was resurrected from the grave.)

   --(These aspects were relevant to the Christians at Symrna who like Christ in His death were experiencing severe persecution.)  -(Peter says we will experience persecution-much due to the hatred of the world towards Christianity.)  
B. Commendation- ( V-9& 10)-
--the word for “Poverty”- in Greek- means “extreme poverty”-but here the Lord says “yet you are rich”--( When you were found out to be a Christian you went Bankrupt!!)  -( Because of the intense hatred for Christians the Church itself was very poor  as a collective Body.  So they were very poor in monetary value, but they were rich .  They were very rich in spiritual value. They were very close to the Lord!)

-(This is just opposite of the Laodecean Church. -(they were rich but didn’t realize they were poor.)
The closer we are to the Lord, the richer we are,  and the further we are from Him, the poorer we are.  -(the most important thing is our spiritual life.  We have to protect it!)
v-9- also says “I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are of the synagogue of Satan.”
The Jews were very hostile to Christians.  The Jews were usually the ones who were persecuted, but they tried to take the heat off of themselves and pointed to the Christians.
 Everywhere Paul went, he first went to the Jews, he went to the synagogue and there he would teach about the Messiah. -(This caused Paul all kinds of trouble.  He was continually attacked by the Jews.)

So these Jews were physical descendants of Abraham but not true Jews according to the definition of Paul in Rom 2: 28-29: “He is not a Jew who is one outwardly nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter, and his praise is not from men, but from God”

-(These Jews were Spiritually pagan.  They allied with the Gentile enemies of God in an attempt to stamp out Christianity in Smyrna.)-hence they were of the synagogue of Satan.

It was the Jewish Christians at the Council in Jerusalem in Acts 15 that wanted the  Gentile Christians to keep the Law of Moses.- ( of course that was rejected but the Jews never did accept the fact of Gentile Christianity.)
Did you know that Satan has a religion?  Satan takes the gospel of Christ and adds things to it.  Like works.  Then the gospel becomes a False Doctrine.  -( also he mixes in the teaching of  Eastern religions in with the teaching of the scriptures, and it becomes heresy!)

Satanism is a religion.  Anton LaVey  before he died openly worshipped Satan and since then it has taken root.
The Satanic bible was the best seller on college campuses for a long time in the 80's.--(it’s basic theme is ‘do to others before they do it to you’).
V-10-says they will be “ tested for 10 days being persecuted and to not be afraid.”
 There are a couple of things this could mean:
 The 10 days is usually a symbol for a “short period of time.” - ( in this case it was for 213 years.)
-(There are 10 days between the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement,  called “The Ten Awesome Days”- These 10 days are a time of great repentance and personal examination for the Jew.-(The Jew considered the condition of his soul at this time.)

Then there were 10 days after the Ascension of the Lord until the Holy Sprit was given on the Feast of Pentecost. -(This was a period of testing and waiting).

 Then there was 10 Roman Emperors during this period, and they all persecuted the Church.  
Polycarp, who was the Bishop of Smyrna for over 50 years.  He died a  martyr's

death on Feb. 22, 156 AD.  He was 86 years old. He was born in 70 AD and he became a disciple of the apostle John, and probably ministered with him at Ephesus when John was pastor of the church.   According to Irenaeus, John appointed him as Bishop of Smyrna.

He was arrested by the Roman soldiers for his stand on the scriptures.  They called for him to recant that ‘Jesus was God’ and to call ‘Caesar Lord or God’- and Polycarp answered “how can I blaspheme my king who all my life I have served.?”

So they put him on a platform of wood in the public arena and burned him alive.

Another Church Father, Ignatius, wrote to Polycarp in 108 AD while he was on the road to Rome where he also was martyred. 
This also characterizes the fact that Satan has used those who claimed to be Christians to bring persecution to the Church--They were Not Real Christians!!–  We're told in the gospels about the wheat & tares growing together and you can't distinguish until harvest time which is which.
During the Crusades the so called Christians raped, butchered babies and literally tried  to wipe out the Jews.  Also any who proclaimed the Gospel and faith alone in Christ were burned at the stake by so called Christians, who were obviously not real Christians.  Those who did these things did them under the banner of the Roman Catholic Church.  In fact to enroll Catholics to the cause, they were given a special dispensation,  that any that were killed would  go directly to heaven, and pass up purgatory.  -(does that sound familiar today?  The Muslims are given similar promises for their holy wars!)
-(Satan will always try to distort the Word of God!)

How about suffering.? - It’s hard for Christians to realize that the godly suffer..

-(this was a suffering church.)

There are a number of reasons in scripture as to why Christians suffer.
   A.)-Disciplinary--(1-Cor 11:30-32;-Heb 12:3-13.) –(God chastens those He loves.)
   B.)-Preventative--(11-Cor 12:7; Paul’s thorn in the flesh, kept him from pride.)

   C.)-Learning of obedience.-(Heb 5:8-and Rom 5:3-5).
   D.)-Providing of a better testimony.-(Acts 9:16)-(witnessing sometimes brings persecution and
          suffering.)
 Criticism---(This Church has no criticism from the Lord.)
Exhortation-
v-10- “be faithful even to the point of death and I will give you the Crown of Life.”
 The crown of life is one of the crowns that are promised to Christians-(1 Cor 9:25; 1-Thess 2:19;-11 Tim 4: 6-8;-1 Peter 5:4; Rev 4:4)

--( At the “Bema Seat of Christ” during the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, Christians will receive their rewards!!)
Believers are encouraged to be faithful by contemplating what awaits them after death, namely, Eternal Life!!!!

 Closure -v-11-
The one who overcomes and does not give in to Satanic testing's will Not have  a part in the Second Death!!

The Great White Thrown Judgment- where the dead will be raised for judgment is called the second death, which is  eternal separation from God!  It is the complete ruin of man in the plan of God.

Remember-Smyrna–means-“Myr”  a  fragrance that releases an odor when it's crushed!)-
(When Jesus was born, He was given gifts of: Gold,-(For a King).
                                                                         Frankincense, (For a Priest).
                                                                       and Myr- (For Burial spice).
Isaiah 60:6 says “ when He comes back they shall bring Him Gold, and Frankincense,” but no Myr!  He’s not coming back to die this time! )
