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We've been blessed with a long and beautiful
Spring this year, unlike some years when it
seems like it's winter one day and hot
summer the next! Many plants that just
seemed to sit there in suspended animation
for several months, are waking up and
growing like crazy.
So far, I've resisted the urge to water the
Catasetums despite their new growths,
waiting for the roots to get three or four
inches long, to decrease the chance of rotting
the new growth. I'm watching the Cattleyas
carefully, trying to repot only as the green
root tips just begin to emerge, so they can
grow into fresh medium without injury.
The pests are waking up too, this has been a
banner year for the slugs and roaches! You
know you've got slugs when you find a trail of
slime near a destroyed flower bud, and
roaches are notorious for munching on new
green root tips. Metaldehyde for the slugs,
and boric acid for the roaches are effective
remedies, but are very toxic to pets and
humans, and have to be used with caution.
I'll see you all at the meeting on Sunday,
where we'll enjoy another interesting guest
speaker!

Mark Mills

Memphis Orchid Society is
planning on sending an
exhibit to the Heart of Dixie
Orchid Society Show in
Huntsville, AL, 20-22 April.
Orchids will need to be
delivered to Fenwick
Chappell’s at 11 North
Century no later than 4:30
p.m. Thursday, 19 April.
Please call Fenwick in
advance at 901-327-0970 to
schedule your date/time of
delivery. Also please e-mail
your list of prospective
entries as soon as you can to
Charles and Susan at
Memphisorchids@gmail.com
Thanks!
Don’t forget our Memphis
show is next month, 18-20
May, so start staking and
cleaning your prospects
early!
And please keep in mind
some special area in which
you would like to volunteer
to help!

Thanks! Charles & Susan
Wilson
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Patricia Harding will be
speaking on the
Oncidiinae of Brazil.
She will start by
discussing the current
controversy in
taxonomic name
changes that have
occurred in this group,
explaining why they are
no longer Oncidium and
then discussing
proposed and accepted
nomenclature changes
that have occurred.
She will also discuss examples of these genera and species showing
their native habitat and why their taxonomy can be difficult.
Patricia Harding will have copies of her book for sale –
Orchids of Brazil, Vol. I, Oncidiinae $45.
The author would like to point out that if you order them online they
will only cost $43.25.
http://www.orchidstudium.com/orchidsofbrazil.html

Photos by Eric Hunt

Photos by Patricia Harding

Patricia is retired from the workforce and now focuses on orchids as a traveler,
observer, photographer, and writer - with a little orchid growing on the side. When
she's not traveling she lives in Oregon.
Patricia studied Botany as an undergraduate, but the economy at the time provided no
jobs in Botany, so she became a medical doctor. She started growing orchids at age 21,
killed them all, started again at 25, killed them all, and again at 30, but this time she
started by going to Orchid Society meetings to learn how to do it. At the first meeting
someone had a Dendrobium thyrsiflorum with three massive inflorescences. They had
collected the plant years before and they were selling it because it was too big. Patricia
sat on her hands and let the thing go to someone else for $20, as she vowed not to buy
an orchid till she knew how to grow them. She felt so frustrated by this that she never
sat on her hands again, buying every orchid she reasonably could get her hands on.
This led to one greenhouse, two, and now three greenhouses with approximately 5000
plants and of those there are 1500 different species.

Coppensia hydrophila

She retired from medicine ten years ago and decided to return to Botany, especially
the part of Botany she found the most fascinating - taxonomy. She started the AOS
judging program in the PNW region and had the good fortune to meet with Carl
Withner. She volunteered to help him with some “projects”.

The first
project ended
up being the
book “The
Debatable
Epidendrums”
covering a
group of
orchids Carl
had loved and
had ideas of
how they
should be
segregated
but had never
put it to
paper.

Patricia’s part
was to put it
to paper.

She learned a lot doing the book and enjoyed sorting out the problems
such a book presents. She decided to do the next work on her own. She
decided to study the Huntleya group, which includes Pescatorea,
Chondrorhyncha, Kefersteinia, among others.
The result is the book “Huntleyas and their Relatives” which was released
November 2008.

Fall of 2010 saw the release of her Orchids of Brazil, Vol 1, Oncidiinae, with
coauthor Dalton Baptista, the first in a series to cover all the species of
orchids in Brazil.
Current project - putting Eric Christenson’s files into a Maxillaria book.

Oncidium boothianum
Along with writing books about orchids, she writes the occasional article for orchid magazines and in
her travels she photographs orchids which seem to be all over the internet.
Patricia has been fortunate that as an AOS judge she has fallen into the small group of judges who
judge international shows. This is not an elite group and it is surprising how few judges take
advantage of these opportunities to judge internationally. Usually the cost to the judge is airfare and
the rest is provided by the society so that the judge’s in-country expenses are minimal. With a little
effort one can arrange for some local people to take the judges to see orchids in the habitat, which is
the part Patricia likes the best.
Patricia no longer buys orchid plants, she does take the occasional gift plant, but she now considers
the greenhouses of collectors around the world as part of her own collection. Besides, her
greenhouses are full.

Patricia Harding
541-451-2613
39127 Griggs Dr, Lebanon, OR 97355, USA
pjh@centurytel.net
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May / June
Checklists*

Cattleya
The last of the spring-flowering types -- those that flower from a ripened
hard pseudobulb -- will be finishing, while the first summer-blooming types
will be showing buds on their rapidly growing, soft pseudobulbs. Both may
need potting, as signaled by deteriorating mix, this month. The spring
bloomers present no problems, as you will be dealing with fully ripe, wellhardened pseudobulbs. They will be ready to root on the mature front
pseudobulb and will establish quickly. The summer bloomers, will be
brittle and may be in bud. Nonetheless, experienced growers know that
unless potted now, they may not root later, as this type tends to be
seasonal in its rooting behavior. Stake the lead growth to avoid breakage.
May can still present some changing light conditions that can lead to
burning of the foliage if the plants have not been properly acclimatized.
Allow them to build up their tolerance to higher light gradually. Changing
light and temperatures can also be the source of some frustration when
trying to determine when plants need watering. While cattleyas will be
entering into a period of rapid growth starting this month, they have still
not built up sufficient momentum to be significantly slowed by your
missing a day or two of watering owing to dark weather. As always, it is
safer to err on the dry side than on the wet. It is important, though,
especially to the summer bloomers. Too much shade will cause rapidly
developing inflorescences to droop unattractively.

Phalaenopsis
Except for the latest-spiking plants, all phalaenopsis should be ready for
potting or already potted. Because phalaenopsis are tropical plants, they
tend to be seasonal in their rooting behavior. The critical point for potting
is when new roots emerge from the base of the plant. This is absolutely
the best time to repot a phalaenopsis. The summer-flowering types, based
on Doritis background, have ideally already been potted and are becoming
freshly established, ready to support their soon-to-emerge spikes for the
summer season. Phalaenopsis potted at the right point in their growth
cycle will reestablish almost immediately, with fresh roots growing into the
new medium nearly uninterrupted. As soon as the flush of new root
growth is seen, begin regular watering and fertilizing to make maximum
use of the major growing season. Do not get over-exuberant with your
watering, though, allowing water to splash between plants. This can be a
source of infection for both water-borne pathogens and viral
contamination. Phalaenopsis are much more susceptible to virus than was
previously thought. Take extra care to keep your collection free of
bacterial and viral problems, which you can accomplish by maintaining a
clean growing area.
* Information the courtesy of the AOS Website.

Chuck Pintner

Sponsors
Needed
for
Memphis Show

If you haven't reserved
your spot for one (or
more) trophy sponsorships
in our coming show this
year, there is still time to
do so!
Trophy sponsorships are
only $25 and can be made
in honor or memoria or
even just anonymous!
The continuing support
from our members for our
show help keep us from
operating in the red!
Simply let Debra Baker
know at the next meeting
and give or send her a
check along with how you
want the trophy
sponsorship to read!

Thanks! Charles &
Susan Wilson

2012 Show Schedule
Apr 20-22

Heart of Dixie Orchid Society
Huntsville, AL

May 18-20 Memphis Orchid Society
Memphis, TN
Sep 21-23

Alabama Orchid Society
Birmingham, AL

Weather it's Cold...
Well the unseasonably warm weather continues. So
far in April we've seen high temperatures in the mid
80s while yearly averages show highs in the upper
70's. We have also had some nights with
temperatures dropping into the lower 40's. If May
maintains the higher than normal temperature
trend, it's hard to predict the what the highs will be.
Normal highs for may vary from the high 70's to the
mid 80's and lows in the low 60s early in the month
easing up to the high 60's by the end of the month.
If you keep your orchids outside in the summer it
would appear ok to bring them out now. However,
remember to protect your plants from direct
sunlight and if possible keep the air moving. I keep
a box fan running 24/7 blowing across my outdoor
plant stand. No, I've never had any problems with
the fan getting wet.
See additional info on changing light and
temperature conditions in the Cattleya checklist
which holds for greenhouse and outdoor growing.

Chuck Pintner

Debra Talks Money
I am taking reservations for sponsorships of trophies
for our show in May. If you would like to sponsor a
trophy ($25) in honor or memory or just to be
supportive, please let me know how you would like
the sponsorship worded. Sponsorships pay for all
cost associated with the purchase of the various
trophies that are awarded during the Show.
Would you like a Memphis Orchid Society Name
Tag? The cost is $7.00 for a pin tag and $9.00 for a
magnet tag.
Have your plants started new growth? Do you need
any MSU fertilizer? I still have plenty available for
$3.00 per bag. If you need a large quantity please
call me to pre order at 901-396-6861 (home) or 901224-4795 (work).

Thank You! Debra Baker

The Detling Report
We had another great turnout at the March meeting
with 37 members and four visitors. Charles and
Cynthia Thompson are friends of Mark Mills and
came at his invitation. Lauryce Graves McIver was
visiting with us for the second time. Lauryce is in
the Master Gardener program and attended our
November 2011 meeting. She says she found
orchids very interesting and decided to come back.
Do we detect a touch of orchid fever setting in? We
hope so, Lauryce. Anne Bunting is a former MOS
member. She says it’s been a long time since she
was in MOS, but she did find several members that
remember her.
We hope all our visitors will come again and give
serious thought to joining us.
See you in April,

Bill and Nancy
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An Update from Headquarters – AOS on the move.
The sale of the property to the Slomin Foundation, a foundation supporting those with Autism Spectrum
Disorder, was completed on November 20, 2011. The AOS orchid collection was moved to temporary
growing space in mid-December managed by a major donor to the Fairchild Tropical Gardens. Fairchild is
now in the process of cataloging these plants and will in the next month or so begin their move and
permanent installation within the Gardens. On Monday March 26, the furniture was moved from the old
location to our new offices at the Fairchild and we will then begin the process of settling in. Due to the
commuting distance, a number of AOS employees will not be going with us which will require us to
manage the day-to-day business to the best of our abilities. During this interim transition, members may
experience a delay with regard to requests of the staff and it is recommended that contact be through the
general email address TheAOS@aos.org or through the appropriate committee email addresses. We will
do our best to keep these to a minimum. More information about the move and transition will be
forthcoming in future issues of Orchids or from time to time on the AOS website.
The new AOS mailing address is: The American Orchid Society at Fairchild Tropical Gardens, 10901 Old
Cutler Road, Coral Gables, FL 33156.

Announcing the 2012 Magazine Supplement.
AOS has an excellent thesis on the genus Cycnoches, written by George Carr which will be published as the
third AOS magazine supplement. It is a thorough and well-researched paper written by an expert on this
genus of orchids that are becoming increasingly popular. We know it will be a valued addition to this
volume of Orchids. It will mail with the August issue of Orchids and once again we appeal to the
membership to make a small donation to help underwrite the cost of production.
If each member of the AOS donates merely $2.00, we will have enough to publish this special 32-page
supplement and cover the increased cost of mailing with the regularly scheduled magazine. Please go to
the AOS website and click the 2012 Magazine Supplement link for a painless payment of $2.00 through
PayPal.© Of course you may also donate more than $2.00.

Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee
mlfuller@comcast.net
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The members of the Greater Pensacola Orchid Society splendidly hosted
their 35th annual orchid show at the Interstate Fairgrounds, 30 March - 1
April. Eleven members of the Memphis Orchid Society (Barbara Baker,
Debra Baker, Brem, Chappell, Garner, Giles, Memphis Botanic Garden,
Mills, Tipton, Valentine, Wilson) participated by sending 68 orchids which
were collectively arranged by Charles and Susan Wilson.
The competition included about 296 orchid entries among 9 exhibitors.
Memphis members collectively won 39 ribbons (18 Blue, 10 Red, 11
Yellow) with every Memphis member receiving at least one ribbon. That is
about 59% of Memphis entries receiving ribbons and continues to show
how wonderful our members can grow. There were 21 orchids pulled for
special American Orchid Society judging, with eight of them coming from
five Memphis growers (Chappell, Mills, Pintner, Valentine, Wilson).

Charles & Susan Wilson

Den Nestor 'Laura' AM-CCE

Phal Lowland Juwel 'Mahvelous' HCC AOS

Eight of these
orchids
received nine
AOS awards,

with one award
to Memphis
grower Marcus
Valentine who received a Highly Commended Certificate of 79
points for Phalaenopsis Lowland Juwel ‘Mahvelous’ HCC/AOS.

Encyclia bractescens

Trophies were awarded to Marcus Valentine for the Best
Phalaenopsis (Phal. Lowland Juwel ‘Mahvelous’ HCC/AOS), to the
Memphis Botanic Garden for Best Dendrobium (Den. Nestor ‘Laura’
AM-CCE/AOS) and to Charles and Susan Wilson for Best Vanda
Alliance (Paraphalenopsis labukensis) and Best Encyclia (E.
bractescens).

The Memphis exhibit received a blue ribbon in its class, trophy for
Best Society Exhibit, the American Orchid Society Show trophy for
the most outstanding orchid exhibit in the show and the Orchid
Digest Trophy for best non-commercial exhibit.
Congratulations and special thanks to all our members who
participated!
Paraphalaenopsis labukensis

Photos by Charles & Susan Wilson
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Photo by Debra Baker

The members of the Arkansas Orchid Society hosted their annual orchid show at Second Presbyterian Church,
Little Rock, AR April 13 – 15, 2012. Three members of the Memphis Orchid Society (Mills, Wilson, D. Baker)
participated by sending 17 orchids which were arranged by Debra Baker competing in her first show on behalf of
Charles and Susan Wilson who were attending the MAOC in Indianapolis IN. The competition included orchid
entries among nine exhibitors. Memphis members collectively won twelve ribbons (8 Blue, 3 Red, 1 White) with
every Memphis member receiving ribbons. There were eight orchids in the show pulled for special American
Orchid Society judging. One AOS award was made in the show to Charles and Susan Wilson receiving a 78 point
Highly Commended Certificate for Cattleya forbesii ‘Chasus’.
Congratulations to everyone and special thanks to Charles and Susan Wilson for helping me with my first show.

Debra Baker

