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Sailing Into September
I have been taking sailing lessons this summer and my hope is to take the water and written test
later this month so that I may obtain my level one certification that allows me to sign out the
18ft sailboats at Kensington Metro Park. This program is through a community sailing club and
is open to anyone. This is not an article about sailing per se, but I couldn’t resist harnessing the
terminology since I have enjoyed my training very much and have learned things that are applicable to our daily lives!
On one such outing, I learned that the leisurely sail we had out and back was
commonly known as a “gentleman’s reach.” I am not sure who coined this term, but the jargon seems to imply
that ladies are not entitled to this same type of leisure, hence, I prefer the more common name of “broad reach”
which seems to be more inclusive of women, men and children. This metaphor reminds me of Peter and the other
disciples casting their nets widely, not just for fish but for people as well. We have a similar goal here at Nativity
to be a welcoming place for everyone, so we want our outreach to all of our parishioners and the wider community to be as broad and inclusive as possible.
To that end, we have a broad array of activities, events and services planned for the autumn tide. For a complete
listing, please consult the calendar found in each monthly edition of our newsletter. . If you have a meeting or
event that you would like to add to this schedule, please e-mail Fr. Steve with the information so that it may be
included on our calendar.
One big event coming up this month to be on the lookout for is our Annual Picnic which is scheduled for Sunday,
September 17th, more information about this event may be found in this newsletter.
Many people believe that January 1 is the only time to make resolutions for the coming year, but I would like to
invite all of us to set our sights on making new commitments to our local community of faith this month. We need
everyone to share time, talent and treasure with us to make Nativity the warm, welcoming, spiritual place that
feeds our souls. We will talk more about this celebration of stewardship in the coming weeks and
how you can make a difference! I hope that all of you had a wonderful summer and that you are setting your
course once again toward the safe port of Nativity for the
coming fall and winter season.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
Sept 3
Sept 10
Sept 17
Sept 24

- 9:30 am Morning Prayer
- 9:30 am Morning Prayer
– 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
- 9:30 am Morning Prayer
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LOVE REVEALS
Living in the Spirit
Contemplative Prayer
In our busy world, it’s difficult to slow down, let alone stop. From the moment we wake up, we find ourselves spinning through the various news stations, newspapers, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Email, the weather app…all the
while carrying on conversations with others…drinking our coffee…
catching a meal on the go…driving ourselves to work or our children to school.
Multitasking - list making - rushing - getting things done and accomplished. Then we arrive home and wonder, “What
happened to the day? Where did it go?” It’s no wonder we hope a little TV or a fun book at the end of the day will be
a treat and satisfy that deeper hunger for something more. But it usually doesn’t…
Because the call of our soul never ceases…never stops. It yearns to be nourished: to be fed with that which breathes
life into us. St. Augustine wrote back in the 4th century, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is
restless until it rests in you.” Our God is the source of the life in our lives. When we don’t take time to rest in God’s
presence, to experience his intimate love, we get off-balance. We may feel flat or fragile, perhaps even blue. Dried up.
Running on empty. We are effectively starving our soul.
The KEY is to disregard the voice that says, “I don’t have time” and instead create time to come into His presence and
be nourished. Some may say, “I don’t know how” or “I can’t do it right” or “I’m not good enough or holy enough.”
But if we think about it, He has already breathed, and is still breathing His divine breath into us. We are already connected; this is more about coming into an awareness.
Father Thomas Keating, a Trappist monk and priest, one of the creators of Centering Prayer, writes:
“This Presence is so immense, yet so humble; awe-inspiring, yet so gentle; limitless, yet so intimate, tender and personal. I know that I am known….it is like coming home to a place I should have never left, to an awareness that was
somehow always there, but which I did not recognize.”
Please join us in these times set aside to reconnect more deeply with yourself and with God; to be nourished by the
One who loves you. Starting with a day retreat on September 16th, followed by six Monday evenings in prayer, we’ll
learn how to nurture an awareness of the Living Presence and become familiar with practices (through word, song,
movement, silence) to come into a direct relationship with God.
DETAILS
Retreat: Saturday, September 16, from 9 AM until 3 PM. Please bring a bag lunch.
Prayer: Monday evenings, 7-9 PM, October 2, 9, 23, 30, November 6 and 13. (no Oct. 16)
Location: Christ Church Cranbrook (Guild Hall for the Retreat, Library for evening prayer).
Note: Please bring a journal or notebook.
Text informed and inspired by: Silence, Simplicity and Solitude by David A Cooper

PRAYERS FOR VICTIMS OF HURRICANE HARVEY
Please continue to pray for those impacted by storms and flooding, for first responders who are conducting search and
rescue operations and for church communities who are reaching out to care for their members and neighbors.
A Prayer from the Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, the Episcopal Diocese of Texas
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy city where the earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth devastated by Hurricane Harvey. Sustain those displaced by the storm with food, drink, and all other bodily necessities of life. We especially remember before
you all poor and neglected persons it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all
who have none to care for them; that, among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, we may ever be defended by your
gracious and ready help; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A Deacon For Nativity
You may have already heard that our bishop has assigned Carolynn Johnson to be the deacon at both Nativity and St. John’s. Since we are already sharing a priest,
it makes sense that we would share a deacon as well.
Carolyn’s first Sunday at Nativity will be September 17th
and then she will be alternating Sundays between the
two congregations just as Fr. Steve is doing.
We asked Carolyn to write a biography for this newsletter and the following is what she would like to share with
us.
I was born and reared in the Detroit area. I lived and attended colleges around the state of Michigan. Currently,
I live in Southfield where I have resided almost forty
years. I have raised four children, one deceased, and
have a good relationship with them, my twelve grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
I completed my Bachelor of Science in Psychology and
my Masters of Social Work (LMSW) at Wayne State and
Eastern Michigan, respectively. I am retired from the
state of Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services. I worked with Juvenile delinquents as a Group
leader at a boy’s training school in Genesee County. I
then
transferred to Oakland County where I was assigned as a
Foster care specialist, Delinquency specialist and eventually as a supervisor for Intake of abuse and neglect for
Oakland County, and Delinquency, Foster care and senior supervisor for those in the Masters Degree program
(MSW) at Eastern Michigan University.
While I was a supervisor, I enrolled in the diaconate program through Whitaker Institute after completing a year
in EYSJ (Exploring your spiritual journey). I completed
my classes part time over the next four or five years and

then as part of the program enrolled in Clinical Pastoral
Education where I attended classes at St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital in Ann Arbor and performed my duties as a
chaplain at St. Mary’s Mercy Hospital in Livonia.
Once I finished the program I was then assigned to St.
Luke’s, Ferndale having been sponsored by St. David’s
in Southfield. I was ordained a Deacon in December,
2016.
I have been a Eucharistic Minister (EM), Eucharistic
Visitor (EV), senior warden on the Vestry, teacher of the
EM and EV certification program and leader of various
other ministries.
I have been a member of the Order, Daughters of the
King since 2006. I initiated the “Healing Prayers” ministry at St. David’s and led the Litany of Healing at St.
Luke’s several times. While at St. Luke’s I initiated the
“Helping Hands” ministry to assist those of the congregation with need for assistance in some area of their life.
I led “Morning Prayer” at a nursing home in Ferndale
with those who are at various levels of memory loss, debilitating diseases or in need of rehabilitation.
I hope that my position as a deacon at Nativity and St.
John’s will allow me to assess and then assist with the
needs of the congregation. Whether it is as your deacon,
assisting your priest or as a leader of Bible studies,
trainer, facilitator, officiant at “Morning Prayer”, taking
Holy communion to those in the hospital or shut-ins, I
am willing and able to live up to the ministry.
Hopefully even new ministries will be found and embarked upon. I look forward to serving this community
as your deacon.
Peace and love,
Reverend Deacon,
Carolynn E. Johnson
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It is that time of year again when we are coming
together to celebrate and enjoy some grilled food!
We will be holding our annual picnic on Sunday,
September 17th immediately following our worship service. Our plan is to have Holy Eucharist
outside on the lawn next to our driveway. We
have a tent that we will put up as well as chairs
for everyone to use. Depending on the weather
may decide to eat outside as well or we may
come in for both the worship service and the picnic. Thank you for being flexible as we plan accordingly for conditions outside of our control.
We will provide the food to grill, as well as buns, condiments, water, coffee and we invite you to bring a side dish or
dessert to share if you are able. This was a wonderful event last year and we are looking forward to another great
picnic!

NEW PIANO
You may have already noticed that we have a new piano in our social
hall. Sue Joslyn graciously donated her family piano to Nativity and we
are very grateful for her generosity! Be prepared for impromptu singalongs and seasonal carols and hymns to be resounding in that space!
A special thank you to Cynthia Braun and Jan Gooding for being available on the delivery day to welcome and direct the movers.

Nativity Episcopal Church
21220 West 14 Mile Road
Bloomfield Twp.MI 48301
Office: 248-646-4100
office@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
www.nativityepiscopalchurch.org

September 19 - Pat Smith
September 20 - Shirley Peterson
September 25 - Sue Joslyn
September 28 – Eric Goldstein

Nativity Episcopal Church
STAFF
Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest Cell 203-641-2068

Rev. Deacon Carolynn E. Johnson
cell: 248 705-9695

Cynthia Braun Music Director
Cindy Hampel Office Manager

AUGUST CALENDAR EVENTS
Sept 7 - BC Meeting at 5 pm
Sept 17 - Annual Parish Picnic & Worship Service
Sept – Sacred Spaces Meeting TBD

BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tim Wittlinger – Sr. Warden
Russ Hiatt – Jr. Warden
Mary Creager – Recording Secretary
Sharon McIlnay – Treasurer
Russ Hiatt - Bookkeeper
Beverly Bryan, May Kuofie, Margaret Sands-Goldstein

